Draft Daily Minutes
BELFAST  2019

NINTH SESSION

Friday, 7th June, 2019
9.30am

In Private

The Assembly again convened, the Moderator leading in prayer.

The Report of the JUDICIAL COMMISSION (Reports pp314-318 together with the Judicial Commission Confidential Report Booklet) was submitted by the Rev Dr DJ McKelvey.

Moved by the Rev Dr DJ McKelvey, seconded by the Rev TD Gribben, and agreed:
1. That the General Assembly accept the recommendations for changes, relating to the republishing of the Code, contained in paragraph 15 of the Commission’s report. 

2. That the General Assembly agree to the recommendation that the republished Code need not provide for the co-option to the kirk session of a ruling elder or ministerial member of a congregation. 

3. That the Report of the Judicial Commission be received. 

The Report of the SPECIAL JUDICIAL COMMISSION (Reports p319) was submitted by the Rev Dr DJ McKelvey.

Moved by the Rev Dr DJ McKelvey, seconded by the Rev TD Gribben, and agreed:

1. That the Report of the Special Judicial Commission be received.

The Report of the COMMISSION ON APPLICATIONS (Reports p320) was submitted by the Rev TD Gribben. 

Moved by the Rev TD Gribben, seconded by the Rev TJ Stothers, and agreed:
1.
That the Report of the Commission on Applications be received.

In Public 
Section 4 of the Report of the GENERAL COUNCIL (Reports pp87-111) along with resolutions 28-39 (Reports pp114-116) was submitted by the Rev TD Gribben.
Moved by the Rev TD Gribben, seconded by the Very Rev Dr JNI McNeely:

30. That from 2020 the experimental additional evening sessions be discontinued.
Moved as an amendment by Mr P Smyth, seconded by Mr M Hampton:

30. That the experimental evening sessions be continued in 2020 and that a task group be appointed to further consult and explore ways to make the General Assembly even more accessible for those who have found attending difficult.

A standing vote was taken, 142 votes were cast for and 112 votes were cast against. The amendment was declared passed.

On being put to the House as the substantive motion, it was declared passed.
Moved by the Rev TD Gribben, seconded by the Very Rev Dr JNI McNeely and agreed: 

31. That the experimental additional ‘under 30’ person become permanent. 

32. That the second report of the General Assembly Business Committee be received. 

33. That, subsequent to the Council for Congregational Life and Witness CLW committee restructuring, the following are thanked for their past service:

(a)
as Convener of the Outreach Committee – the Rev S.J. Richmond; 


(b)
as Convener of the Discipleship Committee – the Rev Dr Mark Goudy; 


(c) as Convener of the Leadership Committee – the Rev J.E. McDowell; 


(d)
as Convener of the Worship Committee – the Rev W.J. Murdock; 


(e) as Convener of the Pastoral Care Committee – the Rev A.R. Bill; 


(f) as Convener of the Global Mission Involvement Committee – Mr Trevor Long;

(g) as Convener of the Youth, Children’s and Family Strategy and Coordination Committee – Rev S.D. Finlay; 


(h)
as Convener of the Women’s Strategy and Coordination Committee – Mrs Valerie Stewart. 
The Moderator paid tribute to the above Conveners for their past service, and received those present in the House.  He then led in prayer.

34. That the following resignations be accepted and appointments made:

(a) the resignation of the Rev Dr D.J. McKelvey as Convener of the Judicial Commission, that he be thanked for his services, and that the Rev N.A.L. Cameron be appointed in his place.

(b) the resignation of the Very Rev Dr T.N. Hamilton, OBE, as Convener of the Council for Public Affairs, that he be thanked for his services, and that the Rev D.J. Kane be appointed in his place.

(c) the resignation of the Very Rev Dr W.D. Patton as Convener of the Healthcare, Prisons and Forces Chaplaincy Committee, that he be thanked for his services, and that Rev R.J.A. Bell, be appointed in his place.

(d) that the Rev P.G. McCrea be appointed as Convener of the Congregational Life Committee.

(e) that the Rev S.J. Richmond be appointed as Convener of the Congregational Witness Committee.

(f) that the Rev P.J. Nelson be appointed as Convener of the Programme, Finance and Coordination Committee.
The Moderator paid tribute to those Conveners retiring at this Assembly, and received those present in the House.  He then led in prayer.
35. That the nominations to the General Assembly Commissions, Councils and Committees (as tabled by the Nominations Committee) be approved.

36. That the job description and personnel specification for the post of Deputy Clerk of the General Assembly and Deputy General Secretary of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland be approved. 

37. That the General Council be instructed to take all steps necessary to bring the name of a sole nominee to the 2020 General Assembly, for appointment as Deputy Clerk and Deputy General Secretary. 
38. That the link between giving and voting membership should not be broken at this time. 

39. That in light of recent decisions with regard to Union Theological College: 
(a) A Finance and Staffing Commission (2019) be appointed, having full and specific Assembly powers: 
· to consider the recommendations of the Union Theological College Management Committee and/or Council for Training in Ministry and/or other relevant General Assembly bodies;
· to make any necessary legal, financial and staffing decisions in regard to Union Theological College; 
· to bring a nomination for a new Principal of UTC to the 2020 General Assembly for appointment; 
· to present firm and definite proposals regarding the College’s future to the General Assembly for decision. 

(b)
The membership of the Finance and Staffing Commission (2019) be as follows: Moderator and Clerk (Secretary); the Very Rev Dr Charles McMullen (Convener); the Very Rev Drs Rob Craig, Noble McNeely, Ian McNie and Frank Sellar; Mrs Catherine Bell CBE, Prof John Gillespie, Prof Paul Hanna, Mr Edgar Jardine CB, Mr James Livingstone, Mr David Thomson and Mrs Rosemary Wilson. 

40. That the General Assembly agree the new structures for the Council for Global Mission, as recommended by the General Council. 
41. That Section 4 of the Report of the General Council be received.
The Report of the TRUSTEES OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN IRELAND (Reports pp321-325) was submitted by Mr DA Crowe. 

Moved by Mr DA Crowe, seconded by Mr WH Scott, and agreed:

1. That in accordance with the Will of the late John Getty the following be constituted as the Committee for the “direction and management of the application” of the income from the Getty Bequest: Very Revs Dr David Clarke, Dr Samuel Hutchinson; Revs Dr D.J. Watts, T.D. Gribben; Sir Bruce Robinson, Norman Bennett, Douglas Crowe, Mrs M. Guiler.
2. That the following recommendations be adopted: 

(a) regarding the Mrs AM Davidson Trust;
(b) regarding the Sir Wm V McCleery Trust;
(c) regarding the Miss Irene Scott Trust;
(d) regarding the Miss Ida Mary McGeown Trust;
(e) regarding the Victor Morrow Trust.

3. That the Report of the Trustees of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland be received.
APPOINTMENT OF NEW TRUSTEES

The Assembly proceeded to consider the appointment of two new Trustees. Nominations having been received from the Trustees:
Moved by Mr DA Crowe, seconded by Mr WH Scott and unanimously resolved:
1. That Mr John Mason (elder, Clare) be, and is hereby nominated and appointed by the General Assembly as a Trustee of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland in room of Mr B. Scott, retired, and that the appointment of Mr John Mason as a said Trustee attestation is made by the signature of the Moderator of the General Assembly and the Clerk of the General Assembly in accordance with the provisions of the Irish Presbyterian Church Act, 1871. 

WILLIAM J HENRY
Moderator of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland

TREVOR D GRIBBEN

Clerk of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland

7th of June, 2019

Moved by Mr DA Crowe, seconded by Mr WH Scott and unanimously resolved:
1. That Mr Allen McAdam (elder, Corvally) be, and is hereby nominated and appointed by the General Assembly as a Trustee of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland in room of Mr L. Cubitt, resigned, and that the appointment of Mr Allen McAdam as a said Trustee attestation is made by the signature of the Moderator of the General Assembly and the Clerk of the General Assembly in accordance with the provisions of the Irish Presbyterian Church Act, 1871.

WILLIAM J HENRY
Moderator of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland
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The Memorial of the Trustees of the Presbyterian Relief Fund (Reports pp217-218) was submitted by the Rev JN Seawright.

Moved by the Rev JN Seawright, seconded by the Rev WPH Erskine, and agreed:
1. That the Memorial be received and its prayer granted. 

Additional Item  – MEMORIAL TRANSMITTED 

The Memorial of the Kirk Session of Third Portglenone was submitted by Mr E McCallum.

MEMORIAL TRANSMITTED
To the Venerable the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland to meet in Belfast on 3 June, 2019.
The memorial of the Kirk Session of the congregation of Third Portglenone respectfully showeth:

That the congregation known as Third Portglenone was established in 1839; that it has been the case for many years that there have been only two Presbyterian congregations in Portglenone; that the congregation is commonly referred to in the community as ‘Townhill Church’; and that the Kirk Session for the facilitation of the work of the gospel in the community desire that the name of the congregation be changed to ‘Townhill’.

That under the Code Par 106(e) the General Assembly is the only court of the Church which can exercise powers to change the name by which congregations shall be known.

Memorialists, therefore, pray your Venerable Assembly to change the name of the congregation of Third Portglenone to ‘Townhill’.

And memorialists, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

Adopted by the Kirk Session at its meeting on Thursday 6th September 2018

  

Rev Philip McCullough, Moderator

Robin Dickey, Clerk

Licensed by the Presbytery of Ballymena at its meeting on 4th December 2018 and transmitted to the General Assembly with the strong recommendation that its prayer be granted.

Martin D. McNeely (Moderator)

Joseph J. Andrews (Clerk)

Resolution: That the Memorial be received and its prayer granted. 
Moved by Mr E McCallum, seconded by the Rev TP McCullough, and agreed:
1. That the Memorial be received and its prayer granted.
The Final Report of the GENERAL ASSEMBLY BUSINESS COMMITTEE, was submitted by the Rev TD Gribben as follows:
The Business Committee was not required to meet during the General Assembly.

Additional Resolutions

40. That the Clerk be given authority to make corrections to the Daily Minutes as and when required.

41. That the next General Assembly be held in Belfast on Monday, 1st June, 2020.

42. That the Final Report of the General Assembly Business Committee be received.

TREVOR D GRIBBEN
Moved by the Rev TD Gribben seconded by the Very Rev Dr RA Patton and agreed:

42. That the Clerk be given authority to make corrections to the Daily Minutes as and when required.

43. That the next General Assembly be held in Belfast on Monday, 1st June, 2020.

44. That the Final Report of the General Assembly Business Committee be received. 
CLOSE  OF  ASSEMBLY

The Moderator conducted a closing act of worship and thanked: his Chaplains; Miss Susan Hamilton, Mrs Jenny McClure, Mrs Denise Weir, and Ms Cherith Martin of the General Secretary’s Department; Mr Ed Connolly (Presentations), the IT Staff and those responsible for the sound-desk; Mr Mark Smith (Press Officer) and the journalists and others who covered the Assembly; Mr James McCormick and the staff in the Creative Production Department; Mr Raymond Robinson and all conferencing and reception staff; Mrs Daphne Patton (Accommodation coordinator) and Mrs Phyllis Spence (Catering Coordinator); the Caterers – Four Seasons Catering; Mrs Pat Crossley (flower arrangements); the musicians from Maze congregation and the Rev Gordon Best; the stewards from the Belfast City Mission and others; the timekeepers; the Rev Andrew Thompson (Arrangements Panel Convener); and the Clerk of Assembly and the Deputy Clerk.
Thereafter he declared the Assembly to be dissolved and convened the next Stated General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland to meet in Belfast, on Monday 1st June, 2020.

The Moderator pronounced the Benediction.

The sederunt came to a close at 1.00pm.


Attested by


TREVOR D GRIBBEN
Clerk of Assembly
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