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Democratic Republic of Congo
Zimbabwe
Through our annual World Development Appeal, the Presbyterian Church in Ireland gives support to some of the best development work being done anywhere, and being done in the name of Christ. The reality of good sustainable development work, however, is that it is hard, it is long-term, and the forces ranged against you can seem overwhelming. And yet the wonder is not that the work is so hard, but that so many have the courage to embark upon it.

It is in recognition of this reality, and its importance for the Appeal, that the World Development Committee has decided to approach to the Appeal from a somewhat different perspective over the next four years. In our ongoing partnership with Tearfund and Christian Aid, the four years will be linked together by a common overarching theme: the challenges of sustainable development in fragile states, with a particular focus on gender justice and the prevention of gender-based violence. In years three and four, we will return to the partners highlighted in years one and two, in order to receive from them a longer-term sense of how their work has developed, but also a realistic appraisal of the difficulties they have encountered.
Over the next four years, therefore, you are invited through the World Development Appeal to begin this journey, in solidarity with our partners in fragile states like the Democratic Republic of Congo. We invite you to learn more about the need for resilience over time in the work of sustainable development. We invite you to listen to our partners as they speak about both pain and celebration. We want you to hear how voices raised for gender justice are absolutely critical to development work in fragile states, both for women and for men. And we invite you to stand in solidarity with our partners as they imagine, and continue to build, a different future.

*     *     *     *     *

The 2017 World Development Appeal highlights the work of Tearfund partner, Action Entraide, in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), one of the most difficult places in the world to be poor. The DRC is a fragile state whose limited structures are being further undermined by ongoing violent conflict. Roughly the size of western Europe, and rich in natural resources, the DRC is nevertheless ranked only 12 from the bottom in the 2016 Human Development Index. Inside the DRC, 3.7 million people are internally displaced. And on the ground, frequent atrocities against civilians include rape, mass executions, and the forcible recruitment of both adults and children.

And yet our partners in Action Entraide, against all the odds, are committed to breaking the cycle of violence, despair and fear. Committed to reducing poverty in the DRC, Action Entraide work in a number of focused areas, which include developing the capacities and theological reflection of the churches; enabling community awareness of issues related to gender and child protection; savings and small business development schemes; and peace and reconciliation, encouraging the participation of Christian young people in development and in the reconciliation process.

Action Entraide work to enable some of the women who have been most deeply scarred by violence to speak out, and to participate fully in the building of a new and more safe and stable society. In one small village, as you will see in the main film, the women have set up a fund to provide transport to pregnant women who need hospital care when they go into labour. A cabbage field which the women planted, with agricultural training provided by Action Entraide, now provides a steady income for the fund. And the men have come on board, and sometimes lead the harvest singing.

In another community, a woman called Hope speaks with courage about the sustained sexual violence she endured and survived, her faith, and her ongoing, often painful, journey of healing. In a country where 90% of the population identify themselves as Christian, she challenges the churches to embrace a more demanding and holistic understanding of what it is to live in Christ. The second film is her story, and we recommend that it be viewed by adults only.

*     *     *     *     *

Each year, the bulk of Appeal funds received are divided equally between partners and projects supported by Tearfund (50%) and Christian Aid (50%). These partners and projects are selected by the World Development Committee from a number of proposals submitted by TF and CA, on a theme agreed by the WDC, and full accounting is available 18 months after the launch of each annual Appeal.
A second project being supported by the 2017 Appeal, therefore, is Padare Enkundleni, a faith based men’s forum for gender issues in Zimbabwe, and a Christian Aid partner. ‘Delete GBV (gender-based violence)!’ is one of their slogans.
Padare was formed in 1995, when a few men began to meet informally to consider ways in which they could raise awareness of women’s rights and challenge some of the practices of GBV embedded in their communities. The particular project we are supporting will increase the capacity of faith leaders to address issues of gender inequality and GBV through church policies and programmes. One of its aims is also to engage men in working to end the practice of GBV in their own communities.

Padare uses a dialogue model in which men gather in ‘chapters’, typically made up of about 40 members. The chapters provide a safe setting in which men can engage in conversation about widespread practices of GBV and early child marriage. These practices have often been seen as culturally acceptable but in fact they are tearing families apart, damaging relationships, and undermining men themselves.
The project expects to reach 3,000 men and boys, and by extension, 7,000 women and girls.
