
‘Going to 
church’  is just 

a weekly 
routine 

‘Church’ is a place 
where events and 

programmes 
happen, but real 
relationships are 

shallow 

The understanding  
of the congregation’s 
purpose is that it is 
there to meet the 

preferences of 
existing members 

Following Jesus  
in everyday living 

is seen as an 
optional upgrade 

on church 
membership 
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IMAGINE:  
In worship people come,  
go, stand, sit, close and  

open their eyes at the right 
times, but the general sense is 

there is not a lot of life 

IMAGINE:  

For most members there  
is little connection between 
their church-going life and 
their Monday to Saturday 

worlds 

IMAGINE: 
Church life is busy, the doors 
are always open, but access 

to the areas behind the 
doors of our public lives 

remain tightly shut 

IMAGINE: 
The big task in church life is 

to keep every member 
provided for and content 

with what is on offer 
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Expectation of 
involvement locally 

and globally is that we 
pay and pray for others 

to ‘go’ and rely on a 
‘they’ll come to us’ 

mindset 

Leaders are  
expected to do all 

they can to maintain 
everything they can 

the way it is now 
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IMAGINE:  
Involvement in overseas 

mission is arm’s length and 
formal; Attitude to the  

local community is, ‘they 
know where we are if they 

want us’     

IMAGINE: 
Leadership meetings revolve 

around plugging gaps and 
trying to avoid 

uncomfortable changes    
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