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EDITORIAL

LETTERS
Climate change

Together
again

When the Covid pandemic arrived, a colleague joked to
me: “It’s like you’ve been preparing for this your whole life.”
As someone who has always been a lover of hand sanitiser,
I fully embraced the new measures to keep safe. However,
after 18 months of successfully avoiding it, I finally
succumbed – just in time for the General Assembly!
I was sad to miss the week; anecdotally many people
have expressed how much they enjoyed meeting together
once again. Watching from my sick bed, there was a
definite sense that although our Church has undoubtedly
been affected by Covid, the breadth of great work that PCI
is involved in has continued. In this edition you will see
glimpses of that – the outreach of the Op Shop in Belfast;
the work of the World Development Appeal; and in Mission
Connect, mission at home and overseas.
At Assembly, tributes were paid to Lindsay Conway, who
is retiring after 19 years as Secretary to the Council for
Social Witness. Lindsay has always championed the idea
that our Church needs to clearly display actions as well as
faith. As he tells Ruth Sanderson: “Social witness should
be the oxygen of our Christian witness…” Lindsay leaves
a tremendous legacy of passionate service in the pursuit
of looking after others. He has also highlighted that going
forward, the Church has some searching times ahead:
“…there is a long way to go to understand and deal with
the impact of the past year and a half.”
This sentiment was echoed by an impassioned speech
at Assembly by Andy Brown, convener of PCI’s State
Education committee, who set out the enormity of the
challenges that the education sector has, and continues
to, experience. In an article, he endorses the importance of
being involved: “There is so much that the Church can do
to support education, especially when we have clarity of
vision.”
As well as saying goodbye to Lindsay in this edition, we
also say farewell to Betsy Cameron. After writing regular
columns for the Herald for over 12 years, Betsy has decided
to hang up her pen. She will be sadly missed for her witty,
engaging and thought-provoking musings. She reflects:
“I have loved living the questions…it has never been
about delivering truckloads of answers…” We thank her for
sharing those questions and encouraging us to ponder.
As we continue to endure and emerge from the effects of
the pandemic, at the Assembly Moderator Dr David Bruce
encouraged all in PCI to keep going: “…we find ourselves…
in a very different kind of place, but the same gospel
hopefulness inhabits and shapes our Reformed vision of
the world…So, we press on, brothers and sisters, in hope.”
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Dear Editor
In response to Andrew Soye’s
article, ‘Turning around the
climate crisis’ it is fascinating
that two brothers in Christ can
hold quite different opinions
on this complicated subject
and, in particular, how our
Church should respond.
I am concerned that PCI,
in the absence of any policy
on climate change from the
General Assembly, is being
directed in its response by
members of the Stewardship
of Creation group who seem to
have accepted the hypothesis
of man-made climate change
as fact. In his article, Andrew
appears to put ‘climate truths’
on a power with scriptural
truths.
Let’s consider our response
to climate change with regard
to God’s Word. Genesis 2
tells us God made the world
with resources for humans
to use. Surely, this includes
fossil fuels. These are the fuels
that powered the industrial
revolution which lifted 90% of
the world’s population out of
extreme poverty. Psalm 104
paints an intimate picture of
God’s care and provision of all
living creatures on earth. He
is sovereign over nature and
our climate. Are we saying God
needs our help to solve the
‘climate crisis?’ Maybe, through
reading Revelation and its
prophecies of food shortages,
war, pestilence and famine, we
are being reminded that God

uses disasters to warn people
that, unless we turn to Christ,
worse is to come. Surely, it
is the height of man’s folly,
pride and ego to think that,
if we act quickly enough and
do enough, we can save the
planet.
I’d be more inclined to
support COP26 if 190 world
leaders practised what they
want us to believe. Instead of
arriving in private planes and
chauffeured in blacked-out
SUVs, their arguments might
appear to hold more truth
if, like the rest of us, they’d
conducted their business on
Zoom!
Stephen McDonald
Belfast

Ethical energy
policy
Dear Editor
In response to the letter from
Michael Jemphrey (summer
edition), if we’re talking about
an ethical energy policy,
I have to say I don’t think
much of a policy where our
astronomically high electricity
bills are used to subsidise
wind turbine owners, many of
whom are among the richest
in the land. We shouldn’t be
relying on wind power to
provide consistently for our
energy needs, because it won’t
fail to let us down. Besides
which, the onshore turbines
are usually planted in native
bog where they disrupt the
delicate ecosystem, as well as
killing countless numbers of

Letters to the Editor
Write to: Presbyterian Herald, Assembly Buildings, Belfast, BT1 6DW
Email: herald@presbyterianireland.org

birds and bats. The blades are
unable to be recycled and so
end up in landfill. The fossil
fuel energy wasted in the
production of the steel and
concrete to manufacture these
monstrosities also has to be
taken into account.
The present obsession with
so-called renewable energy
is skewing the market. Elderly
people are suffering because
they can’t afford to heat their
houses. I don’t call that very
ethical. Local industries have
relocated abroad due to our
high energy costs. Meanwhile
one of our cleanest sources of
energy, natural gas, is going
to be phased out. Sometimes
I think we’re in the grip of a
collective madness.
The mere repetition of the
word ‘sustainable’ doesn’t
make anything happen. We’re
impoverishing ourselves
in pursuit of a chimera. For
me, the motto ‘God and the
environment’ has no more
appeal than the hoary old ‘God
and Ulster’.
Stephen Richards
Ballymena

Questioning
Christian values
Dear Editor
I was greatly disappointed
and saddened to read the first
letter in the summer edition of
the Herald, ‘Disappointed by
Trump critics’.
I found the letter
depressingly narrow in its
understanding of Christian
‘values’. My understanding
of Christian values based on
biblical principles, would have
to include love, compassion,
understanding, concern for
the marginalised, personal
integrity, honesty, morality,
upholding the law, to mention
but a few. I am reminded of
Matthew 7:16. To suggest
that “political expediency” is
applicable only to Trump’s
critics again shows a

Please note: Letters are limited to 300 words and may be edited for clarity
and length. They will only be published in the Herald if the author’s name and
address have been supplied to the Editor. On request these will be withheld
from print. Anonymous letters will not be considered for publication. The
views expressed in the letters are not necessarily those of the Editor or PCI.

narrowness of vision.
I would suggest that Mr
Elliott apply his closing
statement to Mr Trump’s
many utterances: “Such
pronouncements no matter
how plausible, should gain no
traction among true Christians
lest our [their] very salvation
be jeopardised”.
William Hosford
Portaferry

Covid passports
Dear Editor
Addressing the General
Assembly, Rev Alastair J.
Dunlop made a very fine
speech, one that will live
long in the memory of those
lucky enough to witness it.
Rev Dunlop spoke calmly and
eloquently, displaying courage
and integrity and few present
could fail to be touched by the
power of his words.
Describing vaccine passports
as “completely unethical”
and a “coercive tactic”, Rev
Dunlop continued: “This is
not even subtle, it is overt
discrimination. And yes, they
believe it to be justified of
course, a kind of necessary
evil in the eyes of many. But
as a Church we have to say no
to that in unequivocal terms.
We do not justify that which
is socially immoral, simply
because they tell us it is for our
own good.”
I believe the argument that
vaccine passports are needed
to control the spread of
disease has no basis in science.
As the vaccine manufacturers
freely admit, none of the Covid
vaccines stop infection or
transmission. Fully vaccinated
people can still become
infected and transmit the
disease, as shown by the
recent Covid outbreak on the
Crystal Symphony cruise ship
en route to Bermuda from
New York.
To board the cruise, all
guests had to be vaccinated,

but at least five passengers
still tested positive while on
the ship. What started as a
relaxing cruise ended with the
Covid positive being taken to
quarantine hotels in Bermuda,
the ship itself being placed in
quarantine and the remaining
passengers being retested.
No one should ever be
coerced into accepting a

medication that he/she may
not otherwise have taken. The
principle of free and fully
informed consent is the
bedrock of medical ethics. If
we diverge from this concept,
we are heading down a very
dark road.
Patrick McGinnity
Armagh

For the latest Covid advice please go to:
www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
www2.hse.ie/conditions/covid19/

Topical Tweets
@rickhillni
I think if I could try to capture the heart of this
week at #pciga21 it felt like we were wrestling
as a Church with how to be softer at the door
and harder at the core. Tone good, at times
hair-splitting, but a genuine dialogue.
@BallyhenryPres
Members of @pciassembly listening together
to partners in the global church… Zambia,
Indonesia, Afghanistan & Iran. “He has seen us
through a very difficult time and he will see
us through to the end.” #pciga21
@gemmaruthbrown
Well done @pciassembly for passing a
resolution to divest from #fossilfuels!
Great news for all of us – but particularly
& immediately people living in extreme
poverty who are acutely feeling the effects
of the climate crisis. This is loving our global
neighbours #pciga21
@pciassembly
Pray for the families of our 11 forces
chaplains; often the requirements of duty
mean long periods of separation for both
chaplains and their families.
Twitter@PCIModerator
So very sad to learn of the passing of former
NI Secretary of State James Brokenshire.
Praying for his family who will feel his loss
most keenly. May God bless you.
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NEWS | IN THE ROUND
On these steps
The Presbyterian Church in
Ireland marked the centenary of
the creation of Northern Ireland
and the partition of Ireland
in 1921 with a special event
at Union Theological College
in Belfast, which 100 years ago, became the first home of the
parliament of Northern Ireland.
In holding ‘On these steps’, PCI wanted to acknowledge the
role that its college played in the momentous events of 100 years
ago, but also create space to hear different perspectives and build
relationships.
Recognising the diversity of views around this significant
anniversary, the Church invited civic and political representatives
from across the UK and Ireland, including Ireland’s Church leaders,
who heard the Moderator, Dr Bruce, give a reflective address that
spoke to all traditions represented at the event. Ian McBride, the
Foster professor of Irish History at the University of Oxford, brought a
historical perspective.

PCI welcomes demise of Republic’s
‘seriously flawed’ assisted dying Bill
The Presbyterian Church
in Ireland has welcomed
the decision by the Irish
Parliament’s Committee on
Justice not to progress the
Dying with Dignity Bill 2020.
In a statement, former
Moderator Dr Trevor Morrow,
convener of the PCI panel that
advises the Church on social,
political and economic matters
in the Republic of Ireland, said,
“This issue raises the most
fundamental questions about the
value that is placed on human
life in Ireland. We therefore
welcome the decision by the
Oireachtas Committee on Justice
not to progress the Bill, essentially
because of the serious flaws
they found contained within the
proposed legislation.

Dr Morrow said, “As a
denomination, we firmly believe
that life is a gift from God, and the
components that contribute to a
peaceful and dignified death are
not only physical, but also social,
emotional, financial and spiritual.
The true measure of any society
can be estimated in how it treats
its most vulnerable, and ensuring
that those made vulnerable
through illness and distress are
well supported is a priority for us
all. In that respect our legislators
would be better to focus on
how the care needs of those
approaching the end of life can be
improved in a consistent manner
across Ireland that affirms every
person’s inherent dignity.”

Killeter history charted

Bible translation
continues
Despite a year of lockdowns
and travel restrictions, the work
of Wycliffe Bible Translators
has continued to
progress, with
the number of
languages with
a complete Bible
rising to 717, up
from 704 last year.
The number of
languages with a complete New
Testament has risen to 1,582, up
from 1,551 last year. A further
1,196 languages have some
portion of the Bible translated.

James Poole, executive director
of Wycliffe, said, “These latest
figures are so encouraging. It’s
not just the increasing numbers
– it’s what they represent. As we
look back over the past year, we
can rejoice with
the many millions
of people who can
now read God’s
Word in their own
language for the first
time. That means
they will be able to
grasp the gospel
message more easily, to know
Jesus through the Bible, and be
transformed by the power of God’s
Word.”

Business as usual
The Presbyterian Herald will return to
normal service, with 10 issues planned
for 2022.
The cost to receive the magazine
through a congregational agent is £15 or
18 Euro.
PDF copies will be available to
download from:
www.presbyterianireland.org/herald
or to access the digital version go to:
issuu.com/presbyterianireland
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A new publication recording the history
of Killeter Presbyterian Church is now
available.
Founded in 1798, Killeter is situated in
the townland of Maghernageeragh in the
west of County Tyrone.
The publication documents the
improvements to the church building,
its various ministers and the toll on the
congregation by the Great War and the
Troubles, as well as summer fêtes, special
events and services, and the annual
excursion to Bundoran and Portrush.

Churches to be showcased
A project to showcase Northern Ireland’s beautiful church and
chapel buildings is currently underway.
Photographs taken by Laura McIlveen will be used on the National
Churches Trust’s ‘Explore Churches’ tourism website to inspire visitors to
discover the architecture and history of Northern Ireland’s faith heritage.
Nina McNeary, the National
Churches Trust’s church support
officer for Northern Ireland, said,
“Northern Ireland has an amazingly
rich heritage of church and
chapel buildings... High quality
photographs will help to increase
the number of people visiting
churches in Northern Ireland for
days out or as part of a holiday.”
The photography forms part
of the National Churches Trust’s
Treasure Ireland project to support
historic places of worship in
Northern Ireland. Treasure Ireland
has been funded by the National
Lottery Heritage Fund, the Pilgrim
Trust and the Department for
Communities.

IN THE ROUND | NEWS
Chaplains aid patient wellbeing
The Northern Ireland Healthcare Chaplains Association (NICHA)
has distributed resources intended to support patients in hospitals
and hospices.
Purchased using NIHCA members’ funds and money allocated by
Northern Ireland Health Minister Robin Swann and the Department
of Health, the resources amount to approximately £15,000, including
donated items.
Among the items circulated to chaplains are Bibles for the children’s
hospice, prayer cards and colouring books, patient and staff support
booklets, memory books for palliative use and devotional resources
suitable for all Christian denominations. ART-Pack creative journals and
seven-day devotional journals were produced in the Belfast Trust by
Presbyterian chaplain Rev Norman Harrison and the multidisciplinary
team. In addition, and in partnership with the Pavestone Centre in
Coleraine, 1,000 ‘holding
crosses’ are being
produced. They will be
distributed throughout the year.
“Chaplains in many hospitals have remained in frontline
service throughout the recent pandemic alongside their clinical
colleagues, and have been at the forefront in provision of
guidance for chaplaincy across the UK, the delivery of patient
care, ethics in the management of the pandemic locally, and
in the creation and distribution of resources and care packs
designed to support patients, families and staff throughout the
health service in Northern Ireland,” said Mr Harrison.

Call to pray for Afghanistan
The Presbyterian Church in Ireland has urged its
members to pray for Afghanistan and its people,
especially its small Christian community, and
to consider responding to the emergency relief
effort.
Convener of PCI’s Council for Global Mission, Dr
Liz Hughes, said, “Many social, religious and ethnic
minorities are now already experiencing violence,
oppression and loss of freedom, and are facing a
very uncertain future in the re-established Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan. It is therefore important
that we pray and contribute to the international aid
effort where we can.”
Speaking about the situation and the Christian
population of Afghanistan, PCI Moderator, Dr David
Bruce, said that at this time, it could be as many as
12,000. “While there are no visible church buildings,
believers meet in secret, constantly having to

change
the venue
and time of
meetings. Just
now, it is too
dangerous for
Christians to be out of doors.
“We understand that the Taliban are stopping
and searching suspected Christians in the street,
checking phones to look for evidence of someone’s
Christian faith. It has also been reported that one
man was shot for having a Bible downloaded on his
phone. Many of our brothers and sisters in Christ are
terrified, on their knees, and crying out to God.”
They encouraged church members to consider
responding to the emergency relief effort through
the work of PCI’s development partners, Christian
Aid Ireland and Tearfund.

Church climate change initiative in the run-up to COP26
In the run-up to the start of COP26 in November, the United
Nations’ climate conference which meets in Glasgow, PCI is
encouraging congregations to set aside one Sunday as a ‘Climate
Sunday’, to focus on God’s creation and humanity’s responsibility
to be good stewards of it.
In a letter to congregations, PCI Moderator, Dr David Bruce, set
the scene for the ‘Climate Sundays’ initiative, saying that as disciples
of Jesus Christ, his followers have been given the privilege and
responsibility to use and care for the planet as good stewards of God’s creation.
“The overwhelming scientific consensus is that many aspects of human activity over the last 300 years have
led to critical consequences for our climate. It is widely agreed that if nothing is done the geophysical changes
that we are witnessing will accelerate. The negative effects of this upon those living in poverty around the
world, especially in drought-ridden countries such as South Sudan, will be most severe. As God’s people, we are
commanded to love our neighbours as ourselves – whoever and wherever they are – by not behaving in ways
which harm them. We need to respond,” said Dr Bruce.
To encourage and support congregations, PCI has produced resources available at
www.presbyterianireland.org/stewardshipofcreation. These include suggested prayers and hymns, a biblical
reflection and Scripture references, 10 practical steps congregations can consider taking, and a short video.

IN BRIEF
Service
A service of reflection and
hope has taken place in St
Patrick’s Church of Ireland
Cathedral in Armagh.
Organised by the Church
Leaders’ Group, the service
was part of a programme of
engagement with the 1921
centenaries. This has included
a broadcast worship service in
May, a statement on St Patrick’s
Day and a centenary prayer.
A statement said: “As
Church Leaders we have been
saddened by the polarised
public commentary around
our service of reflection and
hope. The tone of the public
debate has shone a light on
the societal wounds we wish to
reflect on in this service.”

Historical Society
The next lecture by the
Presbyterian Historical
Society will be by Rev
Dr Bill Addley on ‘The
jungle tribes mission
and missionary elders’.
The lecture will be
online via Zoom and is
open to all. For log on details
email phsilibrarian@pcinet.org

Church Leaders
release centenary
podcasts
The Church Leaders’ Group
(Ireland) have released a
special podcast series as part
of their collective engagement
with the issues arising from the
1921 centenaries, exploring
how these events from the
past have shaped our present,
and how we might address
the challenges they pose to
present a better future.
Presented by journalist and
broadcaster Judith Hill, each
episode begins with a personal
reflection from one of the
Church leaders. Each will then
be joined by a guest, or guests,
bringing a different perspective
to discuss a specific aspect of
the identity-based challenges
facing our society today.
The podcasts can be
accessed on
www.irishchurches.org/podcast
or by searching for ‘Church
Leaders’ Group Ireland’ on your
favourite podcast provider.
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NEWS | IN THE ROUND
Booklet tells of fallen
First World War chaplains
The Presbyterian Historical Society has produced a
booklet paying tribute to ministers who lost their
lives during the First World War.
Compiled in cooperation with the Council for
Mission in Ireland, Memorial to Chaplains in the Great
War records the history of four ministers, a missionary
elder and a licentiate. It also tells of a memorial tablet,
on which their names were originally inscribed. It was
erected near the entrance of Church House in 1921,
but was lost during renovations at the turn of this
century.
Rev James Lawrence Rentoul is among those
commemorated. Born in 1885, he was the son of the
minister of Clonmel and Fethard. He was educated
at Clonmel Model and Grammar schools, then
Queen’s College, Galway. He trained for the ministry
at Assembly’s College, being licensed in 1910 and
ordained in Rostrevor in 1914. Mr Rentoul enlisted
in May 1918 as a private in the Royal Army Medical
Corps, arriving in Boulogne on 1 September 1918.
Serving as a stretcher-bearer, he was killed when his
dugout took a direct hit on 30 September.
Although not a chaplain, David Paul is one of
three students also included in the booklet. Born

Changes at Union
There have been a number of
changes in Union Theological
College, with departures and
arrivals.
Stafford Carson (principal)
and Drew Gibson (professor of
Practical Theology) have both
retired, and Zach Cole (lecturer in
New Testament) and David Allen
(dean of Ministerial Studies and
Development) have left to take
up other posts.

New website
in 1893, he attended Rainey Endowed School, then
Lafayette College, Pennyslvania. After spending two
years studying at Princeton University, New Jersey, he
returned to Ireland to take his third year of theological
study at Assembly’s College. He became a Second
Lieutenant in the 16th Royal Irish Rifles. Sent to
France in March 1917, he was severely wounded in
the October and spent some time at home on leave.
On returning to France, he served at St Quentin, but
was fatally injured when the Germans attacked on 21
March 1918.
The booklet is priced at £3 plus postage and is
available from the Presbyterian Historical Society
(www.presbyterianhistoryireland.com).

Alongside the
departures, the
College has also
welcomed some
new arrivals. Alan
McCormick has
taken up the post
of operations manager, joining
Union from a similar role at
Belfast Bible College.
Jonathan Davidson has begun
work as a senior secretary, with
particular responsibility for the
theology department. He is a
former student of the College.
David Leach, former minister
of Union Road Magherafelt and
Lecumpher, has been appointed
as professor of Ministry and
director of the Institute for
Ministry.

Olwyn Mark has been
appointed as lecturer in Practical
Theology, teaching in the area
that Drew used to work in. She is
a member of Hill Street, Lurgan
congregation, and previously
worked for Love for Life where
she was head of Research and
Strategic Partnerships.
Robbie Booth has been
appointed as lecturer in New
Testament. Robbie is a native of
the United States, although he
and his wife, Robyn, are both
children of missionary families
and have lived in various parts
of Europe and North and Central
America.
Gordon Campbell, the
professor of New Testament, has
assumed the role of principal.

Contemporary Christianity
(one of Northern Ireland’s
long-standing Christian
research groups) has recently
relaunched a completely
redesigned website:
contemporarychristianity.net
The chair of the recently
strengthened board, former
PCI Moderator Dr Norman
Hamilton, said: “I am delighted
at our relaunch at a time of such
uncertainty in the history of
Northern Ireland – and indeed of
the whole island. Our vision is to
help both Christian people and
wider society in Northern Ireland
(and elsewhere) ‘think through’
many of the contemporary issues
we face, and to do so from our
best understanding of Scripture.”
He continued: “We do not claim
to have the answers to complex
issues, many of which may be
easier to avoid. Yet it is a privilege
to be able to draw on the wisdom,
expertise and experience of
people and organisations in many
different spheres of life. We will
also greatly value constructive
comment and
feedback on
our website,
which includes
a wealth of
material from the
former ECONI
(Evangelical Contribution on
Northern Ireland), alongside many
new contributions.”

Choose a caring career...
range of roles currently available
Through its Council for Social Witness, PCI provides a wide variety of care services
across NI and ROI. The work includes caring for older people; those with a physical or
mental disability; ex-offenders; and people with addiction. As the Church continues
to provide excellence in care for residents and service users, they also strive to
create a caring and supportive working environment for staff.
There are job roles currently available across NI on a full-time and part-time basis, these
include, staff nurse, senior care assistant, care assistant, domestic assistant, kitchen
assistant and support worker. Depending on the role, previous experience is not always
required, as full training will be provided.
To find out more about the roles currently available:
Call: +44 (0)28 9041 7239
Email: personnel@presbyterianireland.org
Visit: www.presbyterianireland.org/jobs
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MY STORY...
Kirsty Campbell, from the charity RNIB, talks to Glengormley Presbyterian member Nan Murray about
her sight loss due to diabetes.

Watch
your sight

“I

f I’d known then how diabetes could affect my sight, shops without at least one book. Thankfully, advice and training
I’d have been much more careful,” says Nan Murray. from the RNIB’s Technology for Life team has enabled Nan
There are now 100,000 people in Northern Ireland to keep reading through her Kindle and tablet. “I still have one
and an estimated 225,000 in the Republic living
level of magnification left before I might have to start thinking
with type 1 and type 2 diabetes. All are at increased risk of
about audio books.”
diabetic eye disease as well as glaucoma and cataracts.
She continues, “Just a few weeks ago I gave my daughter all
Within 20 years of being diagnosed, nearly all people with
my knitting supplies, including dozens of knitting needles with
type 1 diabetes and almost two thirds of
half knitted rows that I’d dropped stitches
people with type 2 will have developed
and couldn’t see to pick back up. I
“It is frustrating…But I’m in
some form of diabetic retinopathy, a
would’ve knitted lots to send to Africa, and
condition which affects different parts of
thankful for the sight I do for friends’ children and family. I would
the eye and can result in vision loss.
love to still be able to.
Now 82, Nan was diagnosed with type 2 still have.”
“It is frustrating. Even trying to find
diabetes in her early 50s and is registered
things is so difficult now. Like the right
severely sight impaired due to progressive diabetic retinopathy.
bit of paperwork, what I want to wear, or the TV remote… But
She wants to make others diagnosed with the condition more
I’m thankful for the sight I do still have. That I am still able to
aware of the effect uncontrolled blood sugars could have on
read with the Kindle, and use my magnifier for letters and the
their sight.
TV Times. That I’m still able to see pictures and the faces of my
“It didn’t affect my sight at first. I started off just watching
children, grandchildren and great grandchildren, though a bit
what I was eating. Gradually though, I lost that fear and started blurry. It was so hard during lockdown when we had to rely on
eating more of what I shouldn’t. My sugars were high and
phone and videocalls or doorstep visits when it’s harder to see
erratic. The doctor put me on tablets for a while to help stabilise people. I love my visits, they really make my day.”
them, but my eyesight started deteriorating,” she explains.
She advises anyone who has recently been diagnosed with
Nan noticed a change in her right eye when she was in her
diabetes, or is at risk, to be careful with their eating. “Don’t do
mid-60s. She found her vision went blurry when looking at a
like me, I ate sweets the whole time but if I had to do it again I
screen in work. “It turned out my retina at the back of my eye
wouldn’t. You just don’t know what’s going to happen.”
has been damaged. I’ve experienced a lot of bleeds which have
Nan adds, “If you have developed sight loss like me, maybe
really blurred my vision and caused it to be patchy. Sometimes
recently, I’d say you just have to keep trying. Keep trying
they’ve cleared on their own, but I’ve had quite a few surgeries
different things to help. Get advice from the RNIB and others.
on my eyes now, including laser and a vitrectomy, which did
You don’t know what’s available in your own area or by just
help and delay any further sight loss, for a while. Thankfully I
lifting the phone. And I’ll try to take my own advice too.”
was able to work right up to, and a little beyond retirement, but
For further information on looking after eye health with
my sight has got a fair bit worse since those days.
diabetes, visit http://rnib.org.uk/diabetes. To speak to someone
“It’s now that I’m really starting to regret not taking better
about any queries or concerns, and to find out about support
care of my diabetes to try to have avoided the difficulties that
available, call the RNIB helpline on 0303 123 9999.
have come with the degradation of my sight.”
A member of Glengormley Presbyterian, Nan sang in the
church choir for many years and knit items for Africa. Also an
avid reader, she jokes that she rarely returned home from the
Herald Autumn 2021
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CONGREGATIONAL STORY

For such a time as this
Heather Williamson reports on how the congregation of Ballywillan has managed to raise
£100,000 for orphans in Swaziland, despite the lockdowns.

I

t all started with one of our summer
visitors to Ballywillan, who said to my
husband, the minister, “Stephen, my
nephew runs a programme that looks
after orphans in Swaziland. They have a
choir coming to Northern Ireland, would
you like them to come to Ballywillan?”
And so they came, the Khulula choir.
They brought their African joyous
expression of worship in song and dance
and the congregation loved them. A few
years later, they were back, and the same
summer visitor was saying, “Stephen,
you and Heather need to go and visit
Swaziland.” He said this for five years
before in February 2018 Stephen and
I had the opportunity to visit with
Challenge Ministries Swaziland (CMS).
Set up and run by Kevin and Helen
Ward (Kevin’s dad was originally from
Lisburn) to look after street children who
had been abandoned during the height of
the AIDs epidemic in Southern Africa,
CMS was by then looking after 400–500
orphans. Young men and women who had
been abused, or addicted, were welcomed
into residential centres. These young
adults were introduced to Jesus Christ,
encouraged to get to know him personally
and then move forward with him as the
priority in their lives, while also learning
skills that would hopefully keep them off
the streets in the future.
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We spent a week visiting with them
in the men’s centre, women’s centre
and Potter’s Wheel Church, with its
outreach into the community. CMS have
established what they call ICBCs (In
Community By Community), where a
church plant is set up with a local pastor,
a pre-school and, in a few areas, a health
clinic.
We had heard about their main

The year that followed
has been truly amazing; a
special partnership
grew...turning our
thoughts and prayers
from ourselves to those
most vulnerable…

children’s home, an entire town, previously
a disused mining town, high in the hills
close to the border with South Africa.
About 400 children live here in small
groups of six children to each house, with
a live-in ‘auntie’ to look after them. In this
town are three schools (nursery, primary
and secondary), a bakery, a water bottling
plant, a honey production project and
a dairy farm, as well as a health clinic,
church and a tourist lodge. It is difficult to
get to by road, so therefore a perfect place
for vulnerable and sometimes abused
children to be looked after in safety and
security. We had difficulty imagining this
place but it really was a haven of peace
and tranquility, and as for the scenery, it
was so beautiful!
We came home enthused by what we
had seen, not only in what they were
doing but in the Christ-like way it was
done. Many in the congregation were
challenged and moved by what we were
able to share with them. Early in 2019
another couple from the congregation
also travelled to Swaziland, returning as
enthusiastic supporters of CMS.
Then in October 2019 a ‘motley crew’ of
13 members of Ballywillan spent a couple
of weeks working with CMS in a variety
of projects, taking in first-hand their
ethos of Christian service and evangelism.
Little did we know what was to lie ahead

for all of us. Thanks to the generosity of
the congregation, we were able to take
some money with us and were able to
help with a few small projects, but felt
that somehow there was more to be done.
Fast forward a few months to April
2020, the coronavirus pandemic swept
through the world including Africa. We
were in lockdown, with church buildings
shut, and only allowed out of our homes
to exercise, shop and work, if absolutely
necessary. A message from CMS arrived
to say that with most of the world in
lockdown they had lost 75% of their
funding, meaning that they only had
enough money to look after the children
for a few weeks.
The team, all 15 of us, felt unanimously
that the message from God was ‘for such
a time as this’. The year that followed has
been truly amazing; a special partnership
grew, with fundraising events almost
keeping pace with the generous giving
from all members of the congregation
and friends. We seemed to have a special
purpose, turning our thoughts and prayers
from ourselves to those most vulnerable
in a very small country thousands of miles
away.
One of our most successful fundraisers
was the great BLINC bake off. At the
beginning of the pandemic, a ladies’
WhatsApp group had been formed:
Ballywillan Ladies In Network Church.
Now these ladies were encouraged to
bake, take photos and submit their

…behind and above all
of this, the congregation
gave, gave and gave
again.
finished creation to one of the team,
making a donation in the process. This
proved immensely popular and a lot of
fun. Kevin and Helen Ward judged the
competition with winners in ladies’, men’s
and children’s categories. In the process
£20,000 was raised to help CMS continue
their amazing work.
By Christmas, the spin-off from this
was the obvious recipe book. We had
summer and Christmas virtual concerts; a
‘bob-a-job week’ where talents were used
to make things and give lessons; BBQs;
special meals; car washes – you name it
we did it! Folks enjoyed navigation rallies/
treasure hunts, (once we were allowed
out a little); eBay, Gumtree and other
sites were inundated with things to sell;
we had sponsored Bible reading, cycling
and running. But behind and above all of
this, the congregation gave, gave and gave
again.
In December, partnering with Ards
Elim and some other churches also
interested in CMS, we helped fill a
container with rice, cooking oil, clothes
and all sorts of essential requirements.
By the end of April 2021, a year after
we were asked for help, we had raised

£90,000 which had helped keep CMS
functioning with the basics for the
children and young adults they look after.
The total has now surpassed the £100,000
mark.
We continue to support CMS on a
monthly basis, but the benefits of this
partnership have not just been financial,
nor have they all been on the CMS side.
During the past 16 months we have had
regular Zoom prayer meetings with our
partners in CMS; we have prayed for the
country of Eswatini (the new name of
Swaziland), for their work, their families,
their partners in health who have worked
tirelessly throughout Covid. But we have
been so humbled by how our partners
have prayed for us. They, who have so
little by way of healthcare and no vaccines
until recently, have prayed for our health
service and for our spiritual, emotional,
social and physical health.
In the latest wave of Covid, CMS has
lost several members of staff and some
students. Their response is to redouble
their prayers as they maintain all the
health advice. We have had the privilege
of walking that prayer journey with them
and benefited so much from it.
So what does the future hold? Who
knows? Thankfully the Lord does, and he
will supply the needs ‘for such a time as
this’.
Heather Williamson is married to Stephen,
minister of Ballywillan Presbyterian Church.
Herald Autumn 2021
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by experience
David Thompson, PCI’s Secretary of Congregational Life and Witness, introduces some
lessons that can be learnt by the pandemic.

T

he Covid-19 pandemic and the
interruption it has brought to
the normal patterns of the life
and witness of the church has
gone on much longer than anyone could
have imagined. While so many things
remain uncertain, it is still too early
to come to definite conclusions about
what the church has learned through
the experience. However, as stories
converge from across a whole variety of
congregations, patterns emerge that help
us begin to discern some sense of God’s
refining, leading and guiding for our
future.
So, what have we begun to learn about
a variety of areas of church life and how
might we find ourselves refined by the
experience?

Discipleship refined – from
spiritual dependency to
sparking daily devotion
Rick Hill (PCI Discipleship and
Leadership Development Officer)
Over the last year, most of my mornings
have involved trying to shovel porridge
into the mouth of a three-year-old.
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It’s clear he isn’t the biggest fan of the
Quaker Oats on offer, so without our
guidance, encouragement or literally
forcing the spoon to his lips, he wouldn’t
receive the sustenance he needs each
morning. He needs us to feed him.
It can’t go on like this forever, but to
help his development, we have begun
to encourage him to feed himself.

…let’s make sure we
aren’t replicating
systems of spiritual
dependency, but instead
equipping people to feed
themselves.

Currently this looks like all kinds of
wonderful techniques, from countdowns
to mild forms of bribery to make the
process more attractive. Next to him
each morning is an eight-year-old who
feeds himself. While he still needs our
encouragement to speed up, or reminders
to talk less and eat more, it would be
ridiculous if he needed us beside him all
the time to prompt him to eat. He has
had to learn to feed himself.
Something I found fascinating in
March 2020 was the sudden explosion
of daily devotional online content from
congregations. Now please understand, I
think it can be healthy for a congregation
to guide people in their devotional life. In
some ways, I wish we did it more. But I
wonder if we panicked that with a lack of
opportunities for teaching and fellowship,
people wouldn’t know what to do on
their own. Were we sparking devotional
habits or depositing content? Did we
jump to telling people the answers rather
than ensuring we were equipping them to
read the Bible for themselves?
When it comes to discipleship, perhaps
our greatest need isn’t highly polished
content but a mix of genuine Christian

community alongside the adoption
of spiritual habits. I wonder if the
circumstances of the last year and a half
has taught us that we need to go beyond
spoon-feeding people the answers to
teaching followers of Jesus how to feed
themselves. As the rhythms of people’s
lives have shifted, it’s worth reflecting on
whether our often frenetic organisational
activity has been shaping Christian faith
or creating spiritual exhaustion. Perhaps
the pause caused by a pandemic has given
us an opportunity to review our weekly
programmes and consider how much of
it is actually contributing to the growing,
reaching and multiplying of disciples.
Discipleship may not always seem
spectacular, but it is critical to what is
fast becoming a post-Christian society
seeking to shape us in its image. It
revolves around letting the Word of
God shape us and the people of God
spark us to live his way in the face of a
culture onslaught that can’t be resisted
solely by an hour of passive engagement
in worship once a week or an irregular
engagement with reading the Bible for
ourselves. We need to equip disciples
with what it means to abide in Christ.
So, let’s address any imbalances
of programming over presence and
encourage people to rest in Jesus in a
way that pays attention to his words in a
culture of digital distraction. Let’s reflect
on how we can spark daily habits and
regular rhythms of devotion that develop
awareness of Christ and fuel spiritual
growth within our congregations. And
let’s make sure we aren’t replicating
systems of spiritual dependency, but
instead equipping people to feed
themselves.
PCI’s most recent ‘Proximity’ resource
has been designed with this very theme
in mind. Entitled ‘Habits of a Lifetime’,
it explores eight different spiritual habits
that help to sustain lifelong discipleship.
These resources are designed to be used
in the context
of small group
discussion or
one-to-one
discipleship
and can be
purchased
through the
PCI website.

The church’s presence in the
community refined – come and
see, go and tell
(Neil Harrison, PCI Mission
Development Officer)
The church is to be the body of Christ,
not only in how it includes and supports
its existing members, but also in how it
fleshes out a living, breathing, up-close,
personal representation of the life of
God to the world. Together, we all play
a part in expressing this outward face of
the church. That happens one-to-one

The experience of
lockdowns…allowed
many people to discover
a greater sense of
community…in their
street or area.
in our everyday interactions with others
who don’t know Jesus, but also locally in
our congregation’s active witness to the
community in which it is set.
The experience of the pandemic has
caused us to learn and reflect upon our
congregation’s witness in the community
in ways that might be helpful going
forward.
Pre-pandemic, much of congregational
local connection and witness has focused
on regular programmes, events or services
into which we sought to attract those
outside the church. Lunch clubs, toddler
groups and bowling clubs were part of
the fabric of many congregations. Those
outside church were invited into groups
where they experienced the community
of the church in ways that increased
comfortable familiarity, hopefully
growing a curiosity for the gospel along
the way. Similarly, Alpha or Christianity
Explored groups, or outreach services at
Christmas and Easter, were opportunities
throughout the year where people were
invited to ‘come and see’ and discover
who Jesus is and what it means to follow
him.
Covid-19 and the associated
restrictions has removed all of these
‘come and see’ opportunities from church
life. Some have been adapted to a digital

format, but much of that space around
the edges of church life for unreached
people to linger has ceased and groups or
events for people to hear more about the
Christian faith have not been possible.
This has led to a growing exploration
among congregations of how they might
encourage and equip church members
to share their faith in simple ways
among their friends and neighbours. The
experience of lockdowns and restrictions
on normal everyday life allowed many
people to discover a greater sense of
community and friendship in their
street or area. This opened up new
opportunities for believers to ‘go and tell’
others about the good news of Jesus in
ways that do not require an invite to the
church building.
For some time, we have been aware
that as Christians most of us struggle to
talk about our faith. Perhaps there is a
fear of damaging a friendship or a lack of
confidence in what to say. Regardless of
the reason, we have privatised our faith
leaving any sort of evangelism to the
experts and enthusiasts. Often people
need to take small steps toward Jesus
over time and the most effective person
to accompany them on that journey is a
Christian friend who is kind, offers their
time and shares how their faith makes a
difference in ways that are natural and
gentle.
As we experience the pandemic
and its aftermath, perhaps a helpful
approach to witness in the community
for a congregation will include a
healthy balance of ‘come and see’ groups
and events, alongside an ongoing
encouragement and equipping of
everyday church members to ‘go and tell’
those in their lives about Jesus.
PCI has some
resources to help
in this area. ‘Share’
is a resource that
Herald Autumn 2021
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helps support
congregations
to develop their
community witness, and grow in
confidence in telling others about Jesus.
‘Another Look?’ is a new resource which
is intended to offer a simple way to
stimulate a variety of faith conversations
in the autumn reconnecting phase around
church, with fringe members and beyond.
Both can be found on the PCI website.

Youth ministry refined –
identity, belonging and
partnership
(Graeme Thompson, PCI’s Youth
Development Officer)
Those involved in youth ministry have
had a unique opportunity recently to
reflect on what really matters in their
work with young people. A number of
themes could be identified as having
emerged, but at least three have
commonly come to the fore – identity,
belonging and partnership.
Many parents and youth leaders say
they have never been more aware of
a time that the confidence of young
people has been so low. They are often
now cautious in areas in which they
were previously confident. Some are
reluctant to go where there is a crowd,
not because of fear of Covid infection,
but because big groups make them feel
uncomfortable. They may be hesitant to
engage in something they once loved,
because they now doubt their own ability.
Arguably, adolescence can be summed
up by three questions: “Who am I?”,
“How can I make a difference?” and
“Where do I fit?” The first two of these
involve personal identity and sense
of purpose and relate directly to the
pandemic’s impact on young people’s
confidence levels. No doubt, this next
period will be critical for all who work
with young people as they walk with
them in recovering confidence in their
abilities and rediscovering their identity.
Those engaged in Christian youth work
must ensure in all we do that we meet
young people where they are, help them
frame their experiences through a gospel
lens and assist them to root their identity
and self-worth in who they are in Christ.
“There’s one thing this pandemic has
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Young people do not
want elaborate
programmes, just a
chance to be together.
revealed, it’s that aloneness was already
alive and well. Now, we’ve fed it a steady
diet of isolation for the last few months.
So this monster is on steroids with no
indication of slowing down,” writes Tim
Eldred of Endeavor Ministries. Young
people have spent too much time in their
room, on their own, apart from their
friends and robbed of the experiences
which should define their teenage years.
The summer gave many young people
an opportunity to get out and reconnect
with friends, take part in greatly missed
activities and just rediscover a joyful
sense of belonging. What is uncertain, is
how many have started to emerge from
isolation, or how deep is the impact of
being apart.
A long time ago, youth theologian Pete
Ward wrote that “relationships are the
fuel on which youth ministry travels” and
this truth is now in sharp focus. Youth
leaders have struggled to replicate quality
relationships and community through
online or even socially distanced, masked
activities. Even the best efforts have
simply not ‘felt right’. Yet, those who
have restored face-to-face activities for
young people have experienced the joy of
seeing reconnection. Young people do not
want elaborate programmes, just a chance
to be together. The months ahead will
be a time of building up and building on
community.
One last theme emerging from
conversations about what we have
learned in recent months is around how
youth ministry must be a continuous
partnership with parents. These have
been difficult times for all parents and

the amount of time young people spend
at home has put a strain on even the
healthiest of families. Many have seen
their role, not just as parents but as
disciple-makers, in a new light, becoming
more aware of the significance of their
impact on their teenager. Parents need
the support and equipping of their
church more than ever, and this will
remain true in the future. As we move
forward, there are many questions about
how we support young people with their
identity, purpose and belonging, but we
must do this together as parents, youth
leaders and the church.
Further resources
For more congregational resources and
support during this time of refining, visit
www.presbyterianireland.org/refined
To keep up to date with events, training
and resources sign up to the new e-quip
newsletter at
www.presbyterianireland.org/equip

Assembly photography: Jamie Trimble

GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2021 |

A different opening service
As is traditional, the General Assembly
started with the installation of the
Moderator of the Presbyterian Church
in Ireland. Breaking with tradition, the
opening service did not take place in
a crowded Assembly Hall on a balmy
June evening, but instead on an
autumnal Monday morning with only
voting members allowed to be present.
Furthermore, for the first time since
1894, a Moderator was confirmed for a
second year of office, with Dr David Bruce
continuing in the role he was first elected
to in June 2020.
With no outgoing Moderator to hand
over the office, Dr Godfrey Brown – the
most senior former Moderator – took the
chair for the formal election of Dr Bruce,
saying, “This is a historic moment for our
Presbyterian Church in Ireland.”
For the same reason, Dr Bruce gave his
reflection on his past year in office as well
as an address on the year ahead.
Naturally, the events of the Covid
pandemic, Brexit and interrupted supply
chains were all included in Dr Bruce’s
reflection as he outlined the challenges
faced in 2020.

“I could speak of postponements,
cancellations, of global recession, of
bushfires, of tropical cyclone, of cancel
culture, of failed sustainable development
goals. I could talk of mental health crises,
of toppling statues, of church leadership
scandals, and of course I could talk of
Zoom. Small wonder perhaps that Time
magazine labelled 2020 as ‘one of the

worst years to be alive in modern history’.”
Yet, despite these challenges, Dr Bruce
highlighted times of joy, like the birth
of his grandson or celebrating 100th
birthdays with 17 centenarians around the
Church.
This message of optimism, despite
a time of a great many challenges,
continued with Dr Bruce unveiling ‘Hope’

as his theme for his remaining months in
office.
“The Puritans who did so much to shape
the theology of the Reformation were
above all else, and among many other
things, a people of hope. They believed
in the power of the gospel to transform
society, and so they pushed the church
out in mission. For them, the world was
not a wreck from which people must be
plucked, but was rather the property
of Christ, which the church, armed and
equipped with the gospel, should reclaim
for him. The church must not withdraw
from the world, but rather engage with it.
“The unstoppable transformative power
of the gospel enables this to be a realistic
ambition. They understood themselves
not as separatists, but as servants of a
world in need.
“Today, we find ourselves, of course, in a
very different kind of place, but the same
gospel hopefulness inhabits and shapes
our Reformed vision of the world, and
our belief that the task before us remains
unfinished until Christ comes again, as he
surely will. So, we press on, brothers and
sisters, in hope.”
Herald Autumn 2021
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Heroic staff
Tribute has been paid to all those
working in PCI’s care facilities during
the worst of the Covid-19 pandemic.
Rev David Brice, convener of the
Council for Social Witness, said, “As a
society and a Church, we asked our staff
to turn up for work each day to face
these difficulties. As best they could,
they tried to mitigate the loss of family
contact and at the same time, deal
with the understandable frustrations of
family members. All this while handling
Covid-19 outbreaks, which threatened
the life of every resident and in which
every staff member became a sentinel, a
guardian against this unseen but deadly
virus.”
Describing them as heroes, he
added, “We applaud them for their
dedication, compassion and resilience,
their professionalism and dogged
determination to fight against the threat
of deadly coronavirus.”
Council Secretary Lindsay Conway
said no words could adequately reflect
the work, dedication, exhaustion and
tiredness of staff over the duration of
Covid-19.
“We as a Church, as a community,
owe an unpayable debt to all who work
in health and social care sector. Their
contribution needs to be acknowledged
and adequately rewarded.”

Praise for outgoing
Secretary
There was praise for Council for Social
Witness Secretary, Lindsay Conway, who
is retiring after 19 years in the role.
Stating that his personality and legacy
extends to every area of the Council,
convener Rev David Brice, added, “PCI did
not make Lindsay great. A senior social
worker at age 24, a principal social worker at age 27, awarded an OBE for social
work at age 44. No, Lindsay was great before he came to us, but some of that
greatness he will leave behind in the compassion that seeps through every
aspect of our work.”
“You are tremendously wise, you’ve a big heart, a great capacity for people
and situations. You’re prayerful, you’re streetwise, you’re approachable,
you’re constantly available. You have a deep compassion with those who are
vulnerable, or in need or in trouble of any kind,” said Moderator Dr David Bruce.

Mistakes need to be
avoided
The Assembly has passed a resolution
calling on the Northern Ireland
Executive and Irish government
to put in place measures to ensure
mistakes made during the pandemic
are not made again.
Recognising the high level of additional
funding provided by the governments
for the provision of necessary additional
equipment and staff for the care home
sector, the resolution also acknowledged
the under-resourcing and lack of support
for the sector in the early months of the
pandemic.

Social care review
welcomed
The review of the social care sector in
Northern Ireland has been welcomed,
with the Assembly calling on all
parties to take the hard decisions
required to implement long overdue
change.
Stressing the importance of the review,
Rev David Brice, convener of the Council
for Social Witness, said, “It is generally
accepted that workers in the social care
sector are underpaid for the work they do,
and it is further generally accepted that
this is due to a lack of investment from
public funds. The fear is that the social care
sector will crumble if action is not taken.”
Council Secretary, Lindsay Conway,
referred to the high numbers of
vacancies across the sector, and said, “The
Department of Health needs to respond to
the ongoing crisis in social care.”
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Pandemic praise for
frontline workers
The Assembly expressed its thanks
to frontline workers in all sectors
throughout the island of Ireland,
whose sacrificial self-giving
during the worst of the Covid-19
pandemic enabled essential
services to be maintained and the
vulnerable cared for.
The Clerk, Rev Trevor Gribben,
explained that the resolution is not
just about those in the care sector,
but there are many people who have
gone the extra mile. “People who
run shops, people in our blue light
services – our police, fire services,
ambulance services – and also just the
ordinary people who have kept life
going. Many of those are members of
our congregations – unsung heroes,
but who got up and did things, put
themselves at some risk.”
In a separate resolution, tribute
was also paid to local ministers,
elders and leaders for their dedicated
and innovative service, enabling
congregational life and witness
to continue in the ways that were
possible during the long months of
restrictions. Thanks were expressed
to those at presbytery and General
Assembly level whose support and
encouragement was especially
important during this time.
Turning to the work of Assembly
Buildings, Dr Noble McNeely, General
Council convener, referred to the
furloughing of staff and of difficult
decisions, adding, “It is important that
we have a season to evaluate how the
Church managed the pandemic, how
decisions were made, and how the
Church might be prepared for a similar
set of circumstances.”
Paul Brown, an elder and youth
worker at Knock, expressed his
frustrations at how the pandemic
had been handled by the Church. He
could not understand why 111 people
were furloughed at a time when
churches needed help. Mr Brown said
the Church must learn from this and
added, “We must do better.”

Covid vaccine and passports discussed
Three resolutions concerning Covid vaccinations and vaccine passports were
debated at this Assembly, with members voting against all of them.
The first, proposed by Rev David Johnston, asked the House to speak against
mandatory vaccination in workplaces, including those who work in health and social
care.
Introducing his proposal, Mr Johnston said the social care workforce often includes
women of childbearing age who have real concerns about the Covid vaccination. He
stressed the importance of choice in a free society.
Seconding, Rev Richard Murray, Drumreagh and Dromore, said, “This addresses
the potential oppression of people and seeks to speak up for them, especially when
they may be threatened with maybe losing their jobs because they have fears about
vaccines.”
Those speaking against the motion pointed to other professions already having
some form of mandatory vaccination, and stressed the importance of protecting the
most vulnerable in society.
Lindsay Conway, Secretary of the Council for Social Witness, reported that the issues
of testing and vaccination has had a big impact on recruitment, and therefore a
knock-on effect on the service provided, with 1,000 vacancies in the sector in Northern
Ireland. While approximately a quarter of PCI staff in this sector are unvaccinated, 300
are, along with 98% of residents.
Whilst uneasy about compulsory vaccines, Mr Conway said, “We have to be so careful
of the message we’re putting out there. We waited long for the vaccine, we prayed for
the vaccine and it came and it is up to us to use that responsibly.”
The Assembly was also asked to register opposition to the implementation of
vaccine passports, already operational in indoor settings in the Republic of Ireland.
The proposer, Rev Alastair Dunlop, Howth and Malahide, said using a passport
to determine who is included or excluded from certain gatherings “is overt
discrimination”. The seconder, Rev Daniel Reyes Martin, Mullingar and Corboy, said the
last two years had seen the implementation of one of the most draconian laws upon
churches in the Republic. He said the imposition of passports cannot be allowed in a
free society.
Rev William Hayes, Tullamore and Mountmellick, said he didn’t recognise the country
described, saying, “We don’t live in some kind of dystopic police state.”
Dr Trevor Morrow commented that the issue of passports had never been raised with
the Republic of Ireland panel, which he convenes.
Another resolution expressed concern at the decision of the UK’s four chief
medical officers to set aside the advice of the Joint Committee on Vaccination and
Immunisation on the mass vaccination of 12–15-year-olds.
Both the proposer, Colin Megaw, Helen’s Bay, and seconder, Rev Terry Laverty,
expressed concerns that not is enough is known of the potential effects from the
vaccine. Rev Ian McClean pointed out that nobody is being forced to have the vaccine
– it is the choice of children, with the consent of their parents.
This resolution was lost following a standing vote.
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Pastoral resources and guidance approved
Resources for local congregations on a number of sensitive areas
have been approved.
The resources – ‘Credible Profession of
Faith and Admission to the Sacraments: A
framework for discussion for kirk sessions’
and ‘Guidance for Pastoral Care of Samesex Attracted People and Their Families’
– were produced by the Implementation
task group.
The task group was established in
2018 to address the remit given to it
by that year’s General Assembly – that
appropriate training be offered to kirk
sessions on the theology and practice of
the Church’s understanding of a credible
profession of faith and the pastoral
guidelines on homosexuality.
It was directed to put together a
resource with a clear pastoral tone to
be used by kirk sessions. This remit was
broadened by the General Council to
include training on a general approach
to a credible profession of faith as well as
lifestyle issues. Two groups were therefore
formed to look at the issues of ‘credible
profession’ and ‘guidance for pastoral care’.
The draft resources were sent down to
presbyteries for discussion and comment,
which informed the resources the
General Assembly approved.
During the work of the task group,
some common themes also emerged,
relating to bringing young people
and adults with additional needs into
membership of the Church. The General
Assembly agreed to a resolution to
establish a task group on this.
The ‘Guidance for Pastoral Care’, with
particular reference to people with samesex attraction, also aimed at kirk sessions
and those who provide pastoral care
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within congregations, was also approved
by the General Assembly. As the guidance
states, “It is not meant to be exhaustive
but to offer some practical help in this
sensitive area.”
In the autumn of 2017, the General
Council also established the Human
Identity task group as a means of seeking
a biblical and pastoral response to
the complex and often difficult issues
facing PCI members, families, ministers,
congregations and wider society, in
relation to gender identity.
From the outset, the task group
was conscious of the urgent need to
resource PCI in order to, as the report
states, “…help it navigate this publicly
contested, highly nuanced and rapidly
developing debate around gender
identity. These issues are important but in
congregational life what matters most is
that those who struggle, and those close
to them, receive good pastoral care that is
full of God’s love and truth.”
Following the debate, the resource,
‘A Biblical Framework and Guidance for
Pastoral Care of People who Struggle with
Gender Identity’, was approved, with one
small amendment to the section entitled
‘Practical guidance for being a caring
fellowship’.
The session was held in private
following an earlier amendment tabled
by Rev Daniel Kane, seconded by Dr
Rob Craig. Explaining his reasoning, Mr
Kane said, “I feel that this is a reasonable
request due to the sensitive and the
complex nature of the issues that will be
before us.”

Differing experiences
The Assembly heard of different
attitudes to the church during the
pandemic.
Clerk, Rev Trevor Gribben,
explained that while the Northern
Ireland Executive went out of its
way to consult with Churches,
even convening a Faith Forum, the
government in the Republic of Ireland
often only interacted with Churches
after a decision had been made.
“Churches were closed by legislation
and even though all main Churches
talked to government and talked to
them about the model in Northern
Ireland…the government in Ireland
continued to do what it continued
to do. It’s also very clear, amongst
Ministers and civil servants, there’s a
lack of understanding of what it is to
worship God in a Reformed context,”
added Mr Gribben.

Finances
Despite difficulties caused by the
pandemic, PCI ended 2020 in a
relatively good financial position.
David Thomson, convener of the
Support Services committee, reported
that total income fell by about £1 million,
from £29.3m in 2019 to £28.2m in 2020.
This was due to drops in a number of
areas, including the use of Assembly
Buildings as a conference facility.
Although income fell, expenditure
also decreased from £27m to £25.8m,
due to the general scaling back of some
Council activities and the use of furlough,
with PCI receiving £740,000 from the UK
government’s job retention scheme.
“We ended the year in a much better
position than some of us feared. Overall,
there was a surplus of income over
expenditure in 2020 similar to the
previous year,” said Mr Thomson, adding
that the total funds of the Church
increased to £77.8m.

GENERAL COUNCIL | GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2021
Dissent and decision making
A wide-ranging report looking at how the General Assembly conducts its business and the
meaning of dissent has been approved.
The result of much deliberation by the Decision Making and
Dissent task group and feedback from all 19 presbyteries, the
report contains 12 recommendations.
Proposing the report, task group convener Dr Noble
McNeely gave an overview: “Recommendation one refers to
regional conferences and they’re being proposed to provide
forums for reflection on decisions, consideration of policies,
discussion on proposals and consideration of significant
issues.”

Under the report, a green paper consultation stage is to
be introduced where a significant change of policy is being
considered, or a new policy proposed. The General Assembly
will also be shortened and a new General Assembly Advisory
committee will be set up to monitor the progress of reports.
Greater use of electronic reports is to be explored, and
retired ministers will be required each year to opt in to remain
full members of the courts of the Church.
“The second half of the report addresses the standing of
decisions and the issue of dissent,” explained Dr McNeely.
Stating that the term ‘dissent’ is misunderstood, Dr McNeely
said, “Dissent, as accepted in the courts of the Church, is
different from the common use of dissent. Members of the
Assembly can dissent from a decision and have their dissent
recorded, but are obliged to implement the policy of the
Church…” The task
group is to return
to the 2015 report
‘Freedom of Individuals
to Express Opinions’
and draw up a report
for 2022.
The report also
recommends the
Judicial Commission’s
Code Republishing
panel define three

types of Assembly decision: decisions that are binding; those
that provide guidelines; and those that are in the form of
guidance.
Former Moderator Dr John Dunlop commented on the
extensive nature of the report, saying, “I’ve never known in this
Church before, so much far-reaching material included inside
one recommendation.” He was particularly concerned, that as
a retired minister, he would have to opt in every year.
Dr Katherine Meyer, minister of Christ Church, Sandymount,
said the report has the potential to be counterproductive in
its implications. Referring to the General Assembly Advisory
committee, she said it could give a small group “the power in
effect to micromanage and even exercise surveillance over the
very consultations which are presented as an attempt to be
more widely inclusive.”
Turning to the dissent, she referred to a paragraph which
says the ordination vows of ministers and elders to submit
to the higher courts of the Church has implications on their
freedom to hold or promote certain views in variance with
the clear position of the General Assembly. “None of us, I think,
want to go on our own way unchallenged, but we do want to
understand that an imposed unity only silences the very voices
we most need to hear. We need a healthy culture of dissent, not
a culture of enforcement.”
Former Clerk, Dr Donald Watts said: “I hope when they
come back next year they will able to tell us what is the clear
position of the General
Assembly; how we
ratify what is the clear
position of the General
Assembly and who is
the arbiter of that.”
The Clerk, Rev Trevor
Gribben, explained
the task group was
set up to try to make
decision making
more thorough,
more open. “It was
set up particularly because some in 2018 raised the issue
that perhaps, from their perspective, a matter came to the
Assembly all of a sudden and the Assembly was rushing
through a decision.” Recommendation four, which is the
setting up of a General Assembly Advisory committee, is
to ensure that this doesn’t happen again. “Far from being
an attempt to restrain debate, recommendation four is an
attempt to improve debate.”
Dr McNeely concluded the debate by reiterating that the
report is the result of feedback from presbyteries.
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Vows proposal passed
Authorised vows to be used in baptism services and for admission to
communicant membership were passed at the Assembly.
Former Moderator Dr Stafford Carson, explained: “The Assembly [2019] noted then
that there was a lack of consensus, and a great variety of resources being used with
regard to vows.”
He said the task group had consulted well known resources and given considerable
thought to the wording adding, “We were concerned that these vows are both clear
and intelligible, but we also wanted the vows to reflect our clear understanding and
belief in the triune God and that any commitments made expressed our dependence
on the grace of God for their fulfilment.”
While there was broad agreement that it was good to have consistency across the
denomination, some of those who spoke were unhappy with the wording of the vows.
Rev Andy Downey, minister of Castlewellan and Leitrim, said they should be
theologically rich “to reflect what our denomination already believes and states.”
Rev Jamie Maguire, Kingsmills and Jerrettspass, pointed to the first of Martin Luther’s
95 theses which refers to repentance, and lamented that this was not included in
the vows. “Surely the life of repentance is something we want to encourage for all
members.”
Referring to this comment, Rev Stephen McNie, Ballyalbany and Glenann, quipped
there is the potential to end up with 95 vows and 95 promises. Supporting the
adoption of the vows, he said, “These are merely expressions of discipleship that has
been in preparation for these vows.”
This point was echoed by Rev David Stanfield, associate in First Bangor, who said, “It’s
our role as teaching elders to teach what discipleship looks like, to teach what coming
under the lordship of Jesus Christ looks like. You can’t put it all into a service.”
The vows were approved following a standing vote.

Changing times for
Assembly
The format of the General
Assembly is to change for the
next five years, in an effort to
make future meetings more
accessible.
From 2022, a five-year pilot will
see the General Assembly start on
a Wednesday evening with the
installation of the Moderator, and
finish on Saturday afternoon.
Explaining the reasoning behind
the change, Rev Jonathan Boyd,
convener of the Making the General
Assembly More Accessible task
group, said, “It is important for us
to make it easier for others to be
involved with the wider work of
the Church, including the debate
and decision making at General
Assembly.”
An amendment, to change the
date of the 2022 Assembly from the
third Wednesday to 22 June, in order
to honour a booking already made
for the Assembly Hall, was passed.
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New areas of work
The Assembly has approved a number of areas of work to be taken forward,
including a review of governance structures and the drawing up of a
denominational communications strategy.
There is also to be an examination of the key principles and practicalities that will
underpin a radical reconfiguration of ministry in the light of changing demographics,
as well as consideration on the subject of ‘virtual Communion services’.
An amendment was passed, calling on the General Council, in light of the last period,
to undertake a review of the Church’s response and to set out theological, moral and
spiritual principles to guide the Church in any similar situation.

GENERAL COUNCIL | GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2021
Alternating ministry
scheme

United Appeal

Regret has been expressed over the
ending of the alternating ministry
scheme. Established in the 1970s, the
scheme was introduced amidst a fear
of major decline in Reformed witness
in towns and cities, especially in the
Republic of Ireland.
This cooperation between the
Methodist and Presbyterian traditions
currently exists in Galway, Limerick
and in Sandymount, Dublin, however,
new legislation regarding charities
has created difficulties for the scheme.
Despite efforts to find a solution, it has
been decided that the only option is
for each congregation to revert to one
denomination, but maintain soft links
with the other tradition.

Addressing the Assembly, Martin
Hampton, an elder in Strand congregation
and convener of the United Appeal
committee, explained that £3,057,174 was
received against a target of £3,600,000,
with an additional £305,849 received
as ‘late contributions’. “Under the
circumstances, this is a great achievement,
and we thank the churches for being so
steadfast in their support,” he said.
Peter Fleming, a global mission worker,
expressed his appreciation of the United
Appeal. He and his wife, Jayne, usually
serve in Nepal, but have been at home
for the last 16 months due to pressures
there. He said, “Anyone who benefits from

Despite lockdowns, 93.4% of the United Appeal target for 2020 was achieved.
the United Appeal is
deeply appreciative
to the whole
denomination for
FOR
the support that is
given.”
Jeremy Eves, elder
in Bangor West,
suggested that the full title of United
Appeal for Mission should be used, as he
said the shortened form may be viewed
as a tax or levy. “I think to always call it the
United Appeal for Mission changes the
tone completely to ask our congregations
to participate in the mission of the
Church.”

mission

PCI has “too many
buildings”
James Livingstone, convener of the
Linkage Commission, noted the
increase in congregations seeking
leave to call. He acknowledged
the negative effect Covid has had
on both finances and numbers
attending, saying, “PCI has too
many buildings for too few people.”
Mr Livingstone argued that PCI needs
to get creative with its ministry, making
more use of auxiliary and accredited
preachers to work alongside elders.
It was also noted that the
congregation of Mountmellick be
dissolved. Minister of Mountmellick, Rev
William Hayes, spoke to ask for prayer
for the midlands of Ireland. He affirmed
that his other congregation, Tullamore,
is still there “to be a reminder of God
and to serve”.
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Christ is our hope
The challenges facing Christians in Zambia, Indonesia and Afghanistan were told to those attending
this year’s ‘Listening to the global church’ and worship session.
Introducing ‘Christ is our hope’ as the theme, Rev Uel Marrs,
Secretary of the Council for Global Mission, paid tribute to their
resilience, saying, “Many times, when resources are few, what
shines through is an assured faith that the Lord Jesus Christ can
be relied upon completely, a trust that God is faithful and will
provide.”
Through a video, Rev Dr
Mery Kolimon, Moderator
of the Evangelical
Christian Church of
Timor (GMIT), told of the
challenges in Indonesia: “This year
in Timor, we experienced layers
of disasters. Apart from Covid, we
were also hit by Cyclone Seroja, which caused our congregation
members to die and go missing. The cyclone has also destroyed
many residential houses, church buildings, and various other
public facilities.”
Now at the stage of rehabilitation and reconstruction, there
are plans to learn what the church and society can do for a
more balanced life in this planet. “In the midst of crisis, God gave
us power to become a community of faith,” she said.
Rev Elsye McCroskery, from GMIT but currently living in
Belfast, was able to attend in person and tell those gathered
how difficult it was to be so far away from friends and family
during those challenging times. She found comfort, though,
in Scripture, particularly in Mark 4 and Matthew 8, where Jesus
sleeps on the boat during a storm. “Together with Jesus, no
matter what storm you face in life, you can have peace,” she told
the Assembly.

Christ

our hope

training ministers in mental health counselling, finding money
for a small stipend to sustain rural pastors and encouraging
members to get the vaccine – currently only 300,000 people are
vaccinated out of a population of over 18 million.
“Despite all the challenges with restrictions around Covid-19,
we have had some positive things happening. For example,
in eastern Zambia, we have had a successful programme with
women implementing sustainable agriculture and nutrition. The
education department has built a classroom block at Chasefu
CCAP Primary School. The health department has constructed a
clinic in a rural area of Eastern Province.
“Isn’t it God who always sees us through in all situations. We’ll
remain trusting God no matter what and will continue to pray
for peace and unity.”
The Assembly also heard of the oppression faced by Christians
living in Afghanistan through Mikael Tuner, a producer on SAT7’s Persian broadcasting channel, PARS. He told how religious
minorities are being oppressed, harassed, discriminated against
and even killed.
In a place of such hopelessness, Mikael said, “I think the most
important thing right now is to try to give them hope. Show
them that we are praying for them. We are there for them. We’re
giving them advice on how to find that hope in the Bible and the
hope we have in Jesus Christ.”

Generous giving thanks
In another video presentation, Rev Sevatt Kabaghe, General
Secretary of the Church of Central Africa Presbyterian, Synod
of Zambia, told how climate change is bringing severe floods,
and extremes in temperature. He also outlined how Covid-19
has affected his country, saying, “It made changes in the way we
live culturally, physically and spiritually…Schools being closed
resulted in high cases of child abuse, ailing marriages and also
increases in the levels of poverty across the nation.”
Many members died from Covid or a related disease, and
the Church was unable to hold meetings virtually due to the
poor network across Zambia. The Church has tried to help by
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Tribute was paid to congregations and PCI members
in supporting the Moderator’s Christmas Appeal,
despite a climate of financial uncertainty.
The 2020 appeal – a replacement for the World
Development Appeal – raised over £360,000.
In recognition of the combined crises of climate and
Covid, this year’s World Development
Appeal is ‘Weathering the Storm’.

GLOBAL MISSION | GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2021
PCI votes to divest and engage from fossil fuels

Partner Churches

The General Assembly has voted to employ a ‘divest and engage’ strategy
in relation to companies producing or using fossil fuels.

A resolution giving thanks for the
faithful witness of PCI’s partner
Churches and mission organisations,
and committing to serve with them
in the mission of Christ’s kingdom,
was passed at this year’s General
Assembly.
Rev Uel Marrs, Secretary of the Council
for Global Mission, said, “Since last
reporting to General Assembly, many of
the churches, institutions and agencies
with which PCI relates globally have not
only been resilient through Covid-19, but
endured crisis upon crisis.
“Very often already weakened
healthcare systems and fragile economies
with very little government ‘safety net’
have endeavoured to come through
various combinations of conflict, cyclone,
earthquake, famine, flood or persecution,
and the related displacement of people.
“This faithful witness of our brothers
and sisters in the face of such adversities
has been speaking to us deeply. Indeed,
I believe that as a Council, we have a
growing sense of anticipation of being in
many ways greatly enriched as we listen,
and we learn and as we come to take
forward global mission partnerships,” he
added.

Under the resolution, PCI trustees have been
instructed to divest from companies that derive
more than 10% of their turnover from oil and
gas extraction, and encourage those that do, to
make clear commitments to the targets for global
heating and carbon emission reduction as set out
in the COP21 Paris Agreement.
Proposing the resolution, Dr Liz Hughes,
convener of the Council for Global Mission, said,
“For us as a Church to actually profit from an
industry which is causing so much harm seriously
hinders our ability to call others to account for
the abuse and misuse of the earth for which,
as Christians, we believe we are called to be
responsible stewards.
“We hear wonderful talk of zero carbon targets
from those industries but there is very little evidence of actual progress or taking
concrete steps to moving to renewable energy.”
Turning to the second part of the resolution, Dr Hughes said, “We also believe we
should engage with those involved in fossil fuel consumption – transport, industry,
construction and the rest – and critically we don’t just ask for targets, we ask for
evidence that those targets are being met,” she said.
Dr Allen Sleith, minister of Hillsborough and agent for Stewardship of Creation, said
the overuse of fossil fuels has heated our planet to 1.1°C above pre-industrial levels,
with our current trajectory expected to result in a rise of 2.7°.
“How we divest and invest either constitutes an act of trust in God’s ways or a denial,
even a betrayal, of God’s beloved creation. So, it’s time for transition.”
Chairman of the trustees, Dr Donald Watts, said he recognised that the twin-track
approach of divestment and engagement was important, but cautioned about the
task ahead. “We will engage with those companies that have 10% of their turnover
from the use of fossil fuels, but I would like you to look carefully at that phrase because
this is an instruction you are giving to us and it is one that we will try to carry out, but
have you any idea how many companies may have 10% or above of their turnover
from fossil fuels? Many companies that don’t initially seem to have much to do with
fossil fuels simply couldn’t exist without their extensive use of fossil fuels.
“It is going to take us time to research this carefully. We’re prepared to do it… we will
take on our responsibilities and we will do that gladly,” he added.
Rev Uel Marrs, Secretary of the Council for Global Mission, concluded the debate by
recognising the difficulties, but also stressing the importance of the issue. “It’s a call to
live more simply that others may simply live.”

Global mission workers
Throughout the Covid pandemic,
the majority of PCI’s 29 global
mission workers remained
overseas and their resilience was
recognised at this year’s General
Assembly.
Speaking to a resolution giving
thanks for their work, Rev Uel Marrs,
Secretary of the Council for Global
Mission, said they had worked with
much creativity and resilience, some in
very challenging conditions and facing
limitations.
“Where global mission workers
returned to Ireland, technology
enabled most to continue their work
from here. Deputation speaking
has been much curtailed, although
global mission workers have faithfully
provided monthly bulletins and
contributed to the ‘Digital Dispatches’
series of video updates available on the
PCI website.”
The resolution also commended
Digital Dispatches and encouraged
further development of the Council’s
communications strategy.
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More ministers needed
In his report, Training in Ministry
Council convener Rev Nigel
McCullough drew attention to the
challenges ahead with ministry
provision: “As we project student
numbers and anticipated retirements
into the future we are facing a very
significant deficit in the number of
ministers available compared to
the number of vacancies. By 2026,
it is likely we could have 56 fewer
ministers available than vacancies.
This is going to present significant
challenges for the Church as a whole
and for many congregations.”
He went on to highlight the key role of
older Christian leaders in encouraging the
call of many into ministry. In the report,
14 people were formally accepted as
students for the ordained ministry and
there are six applicants
being interviewed by
presbyteries.
Union Theological
College principal, Prof
Gordon Campbell, spoke
of a new degree being
offered: “One key objective
is the creation of a new a BA (Hons) in
Theology, to be validated by St Mary’s
University, Twickenham, with its first intake
in September 2022 and its first graduates
in 2025. Instead of applying through UCAS,
prospective students will apply directly, via
our College website.”
In seeking to welcome more applicants
for ministry, Rev Gabrielle Farquhar (retired,
Ballycarry) offered a practical way for
younger people to consider the call to
ministry by having both a male and female
minister, either active or retired, go along
to youth fellowships and talk about life in
ministry. “When my call came, I was quite
young, it was actually at an ordination
service of another minister, I was only 12. I
didn’t really understand at that stage what
God was calling me to and it took some
time working through with others.”
Rev John Dickinson (retired, Carnmoney)
appealed for more imagination into the
Flexible Pathway Scheme as it stands.
He mentioned how two members
in Carnmoney, who he called gifted
evangelists, have gone to train further
through the Church of Ireland as they
didn’t have the educational requirements
currently required by PCI.
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Mission work continues in Ireland
Dr Frank Sellar, convener of the Council for Mission in Ireland (CMI), paid
tribute to all those involved in the Council’s chaplaincy work during the
pandemic: specifically in the sectors of healthcare, prisons, forces, and
universities and colleges.
He also reported on a new area of chaplaincy – Rev Kenny Hanna has been
appointed as a rural chaplain – to enable the Church to address the significant
challenges facing the farming community at this time.
Dr Sellar commended the excellent work being done at the International Meeting
Point, both on the Lisburn Road and at Carlisle Circus, continuing to minister with
much creativity to immigrants (including refugees and asylum seekers) through the
very difficult circumstances of the Covid restrictions. He asked too for the Church’s
prayers for those who will consider the future direction of South Belfast Friendship
House which only now is able to resume some of its work on Sandy Row.
Acting Secretary, Rev Jim Stothers, reported on some of the work of the Belfast
conference. He also discussed the issue of church planting, saying, “The Church
Planting panel has made significant progress in developing a strategy that might
envision, enable and equip the denomination for church planting.” He referred
specifically to Josh McCance who has been given a pathway for ministry that
enables him to remain with the church plant in Balbriggan.
During the debate Rev Alistair Bill spoke to thank all those who had been part of
the Nightlight ministry, which has now closed.

PUBLIC AFFAIRS & CONGREGATIONAL LIFE AND WITNESS | GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2021
Legacy
It is time to draw a line under the past, rather than
‘mortgaging the future for a bankrupt past’. That was
the message from Rev Michael Davidson to the Council
for Public Affairs.
The minister of Railway Street, Lisburn made the comments
during a debate on a resolution regarding legacy issues. The
resolution, which was passed, acknowledged that the General
Assembly matched the Council’s concerns on matters of
legacy and dealing with the past, and encouraged the Council
to engage further on these important issues.
Praising the Church for its calm and measured response to
the latest legacy issues, Mr Davidson whose father was killed
by the IRA, pleaded for the Council to listen to those minority
voices often drowned out by those who shout the loudest.
“It’s 23 years since the Belfast Agreement was signed, it’s 18
years since I first stood here and spoke on legacy issues, and it
seems to me in many ways we are no closer to agreeing a way
of dealing with the past…Our government and our political
leaders have continually failed victims and survivors. Everyone
can agree on what they are against, but they cannot agree on
what they are for,” said Mr Davidson.
“We cannot keep holding out for the prospect of justice
in this life for the victims of the Troubles. I do not believe
that is being honest with victims and they have already

received too many unkept promises and endured too many
disappointments. There is now sadly very little prospect
of justice for the vast majority at this point…do we want
our children, or in many cases, our grandchildren’s future
mortgaged for the sake of a bankrupt past?”
Mr Davidson said his family had not received justice for
the murder of his father, and long ago learned that this was
something they had to accept, to move on with their lives.
He believes God will provide justice, as the perpetrators of
violence cannot escape God’s judgment.
Agreeing, Newtownbreda elder Donald Milliken, who served
in the RUC for 37 years, said, “Yes, people suffered and will
continue to suffer, but there must be an end if there’s going to
be healing.”
Former Moderator Dr John Dunlop encouraged the Council
to speak to a broad swathe of Presbyterians across the island
“to see whether I am alone, and maybe I am, to say we’ve got
to draw a line under the past, and that line should be drawn at
the Good Friday Agreement.”
The Clerk, Rev Trevor Gribben, pointed out that other victims
will think it wrong to draw a line, and the Council has a difficult
job of listening to and balancing different views.
“At the moment this Church’s position is that we are against
amnesty or things that look or are de facto amnesty, but we
are trying to find a way forward – a middle ground,” he added.

Adapting to digital theology
In his proposing speech, Congregational Life and Witness convener Rev Colin Morrison, expressed how
the Council sought to be as agile as possible throughout the pandemic in responding to challenges
congregations faced and their needs on the ground. “The Council finds itself in perhaps its most difficult
period of short to medium term planning during the pandemic to date.”
Council Secretary Rev David
Thompson urged for the need for
further engagement with the Creative
Production Department to build upon the
successful use of shareable social media
content during the lockdown period that
congregations found useful and were able
to use on their own channels.
In May and June 2021, over 800 key
leaders from 298 congregations took part
in ‘Fanning the Flame’ webinars facilitated
by the Council through all 19 presbyteries
and a follow-up programme will take
place in November via both in-person
and online events.
Mr Thompson reminded ministers that
they can request input from Council
staff to help in the task of gathering and
growing momentum, either in person or
digitally. He also highlighted the ‘Another
Look?’ resources currently available online
and physically as booklets.
Rev Richard Graham, from Joymount
Presbyterian, showed gratitude for CCLW
content produced during the pandemic

as well as the Moderator’s Sunday service
which offered relief at a time when
ministry itself was strained.
Rev Ben Preston, from Craigy Hill
Presbyterian in Larne, was keen for
the Council to maximise the ongoing
potential of the gains of digital ministry
and the emerging term, ‘digital theology’.
“When things break down, there is an
opportunity then to put them back...
together in new ways. We have heard
from new ministers this week and theirs
will be a ministry marked by the sudden
engagement in digital ministry. I want
to encourage the Council to think slowly
about our way of being online. We should
investigate digital theology thoughtfully
and reflectively and look into practical
ways of helping congregations.”
The Council will review the developing
situation, looking into opportunities and
priorities from March to August 2022
based on the developing situation and
information available at the time.
‘Coming Back, Going Forward’ events

will be arranged for congregations to
discuss what they have learned through
the pandemic. Ministers and leaders
within congregations are encouraged to
sign up to the E-quip e-zine to get regular
updates on new Council resources and
events.
Sign up via clw@presbyterianireland.org
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2021 | PUBLIC AFFAIRS
Education sector praised
Sincere appreciation for all those involved in education across the island of
Ireland was expressed at this year’s Assembly.
“To say the last two academic years have been hard is an understatement. Never
before in education have we experienced such uncertainty, anxiety and constant
change as we have during Covid-19,” explained Dr Andrew Brown, from the State
Education committee.
“The impact – a generation of pupils who have missed out on key elements of
learning, learning in isolation without the vital component of social interaction.
Dreams of making the firsts, captaining the team, playing in the final, taking the lead
role, singing the solo, asking your crush out – dashed. No leavers’ day, no formal,
no exams, no purpose, no freshers’ week, no learning how to live away from home.
Increased anxiety and impact on mental health, thousands of stories from thousands
of individual students.”
He went to outline the impact on school leaders and governors, who worked blind,
“given information in a constant stream invariably at 5pm to be contextualised for their
institution by the following morning, worried sick and stressed out whether they were
doing their best for staff and pupils and communities,” and talked of tired and scared
teachers, and exhausted lecturers.
“All dealing with constant and unnerving change, all finding themselves in an alien
land where the essence of teaching that takes place in a social collective environment
was stripped away and they found themselves looking at their own image on a screen,
not knowing whether what they were saying was getting through…”
Dr Brown also paid tribute to school support staff who took on additional roles,
despite fears for their own health, and learned new skills, and for parents who not only
had to deal with financial worries and changing work circumstances, but also had to
worry about their children’s education.
“The result – an educational service which rose to the challenge, met the needs of
our young people, children and communities; an education service that merits, that
demands, our thanks.”
The Assembly also passed a resolution, commending the non-denominational
Christian ethos of controlled schools as a sound framework for developing the
educational, emotional, mental and spiritual wellbeing of children and young people.
Karen Jardine, PCI’s Public Affairs Officer, said, “Across both jurisdictions there are
emerging and growing challenges to the role of the Churches within education. This
can be manifested through questions over the place of RE and collective worship or
how relationship and sexuality education is taught.
“Recognising these challenges and in light of the Independent Review of Education
just commencing in Northern Ireland, the State Education committee plans to
hold a conference in early 2022 to reflect on, reimagine and re-envision PCI’s role in
education.”

Support for devolved
institutions
Grave concern about the
undermining of the devolution
settlement by the Northern Ireland
Secretary of State in matters such as
abortion and the cultural package
was expressed in a resolution of
the Council for Public Affairs. The
resolution, which was passed,
also gave support to the devolved
institutions in Northern Ireland.
Convener, Rev Daniel Kane said, “The
General Assembly has always been
supportive of the devolved institutions
as being the best form of government
for the people of Northern Ireland.
Indeed, our Moderator a couple of weeks
described them as being ‘precious’.
“I’m sure we would all like to commend
those who serve in its chamber. We
also deplore all threats, and indeed
death threats, made against any elected
representative, Minister, or public figure.”

Statutory body
submissions
encouraged
The Assembly has passed a
resolution encouraging the
Council for Public Affairs to make
submissions and interact with
statutory authorities and related
bodies on this island, attempting
as far as possible to reflect
the views of members in both
jurisdictions.

Centenary
A series of webinars exploring
Northern Ireland’s centenary is to be
produced.
Rev Daniel Kane, convener of the
Council for Public Affairs, told the
Assembly that along with the ‘On these
steps’ event at Union Theological College
held in September, the new resource will
“construct a framework for a conversation
which recognises our shared history and
leads to a thoughtful and open dialogue.”
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Weathering 		

			the storm

Liz Hughes reports on PCI’s World Development Appeal for 2021.

F

or many in the world, the
Covid-19 pandemic will continue
to wreak havoc for years to come.
Combined with a changing
climate, and the increased uncertainty
and extreme weather events which that
brings, millions face a very real threat: a
perfect storm of Covid and climate. As
creation groans, so many communities are
struggling to sustain even the most basic
of livelihoods, fighting hard to provide
for their families and loved ones.
We ask what can we do – and our
PCI World Development Appeal
(WDA) offers us all an opportunity
to do something significant. We thank

God that in 2019 our WDA, ‘Farming
God’s Way’, featuring Mozambique, was
supported by 70% of PCI congregations,
raising a magnificent £573,484.
Last year, for practical reasons we
moved to a Moderator’s Christmas
Appeal which was well supported –
raising an encouraging £362,910.
Over this summer there have been
emergency humanitarian crises in both
the countries featured in this year’s World

…millions face a very real
threat: a perfect storm of
Covid and climate.

Development Appeal: in Ethiopia, where
many folk have been impacted by a severe
drought creating near famine conditions
compounded by conflict; and in Haiti
which was hit by an earthquake disaster
resulting in a tragic loss of life and many
damaged homes. In both situations these
emergencies have been made even more
devastating and dangerous because of
the ongoing challenge of both Covid and
climate change. By God’s grace, in this
year’s appeal, we hope to support those
who have moved past the immediate
urgent need, to a situation where ongoing
sustainable development is making a
difference.
Herald Autumn 2021
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Ethiopia
This year’s lead project comes from
Ethiopia through Christian Aid Ireland,
working with their local partner, the
Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane
Yesus Development and Social Services
Commission (EECMY-DSSC), which
carries the motto: ‘serving the whole
person’. This commission set up by
EECMY is committed to holistic
ministry, encompassing spiritual,
psychological, social and physical human
need. The history of the organisation goes
back over 130 years when missionaries
came from Europe and were involved in
teaching and the construction of schools.
The development work was small scale at
that stage but grew over the years.
The EECMY has projects funded by
Christian Aid to minimise the spread
of Covid-19 among refugee camps, to

supply shelter and recovery support to
conflict affected communities, and to
support smallholder farmers to produce
quality crops such as peanuts.
With an ever-increasing population of
over 115 million, Ethiopia is presently
the second most populated country in
the continent of Africa. It is also one of
the poorest. Recent months have seen a
rapid increase in Covid-19 cases with the
accelerated spread of the delta variant.
Many millions of people have also been
affected by climate change-induced

…our PCI World
Development Appeal
(WDA) offers us all an
opportunity to do
something significant.

drought, which has caused failed harvests
and loss of livestock.
Terfasa Meko, EECMY’s
Development Commission’s coordinator
in the Northern Region, tells us further,
“Malaria used to be something that only
occurred in the lowlands, but as a result
of the changing climate it is seen much
further afield. Cattle-raising is extremely
common as a livelihood in Ethiopia
and it is increasingly difficult due to a
shortage of grazing land. The season
of rain is changing and is much more
unpredictable and erratic – rainfall is less
frequent but, when it does come, causes
flooding and destruction.”
Our WDA project is about providing
support to farmers in the communities
of Demboya, Lemo, Soro, Mida-Kegn,
Berehe and Ambo. The specific project
PCI is supporting – ‘Ecological food and

Stories of change in Ethiopia
There are encouraging stories that are emerging from EECMY’s Development and Social Services programme.
Yohannes Forsido, a social worker and local staff member, describes one of the projects in Lemo:
To help our community adapt to
the effects of climate change, we
developed the Eco Farm project.
There are three main aims of the
project:
1. To reduce 3,100 households from five months of
starvation down to two months.
2. To make 1,500 households productive by increasing soil
fertility.
3. To increase the annual income of 680 mothers by 100%.
One of the main ways we have achieved this is through
women’s self-help groups, each with 20 members. The
groups participated in agriculture and other training.
They learnt about drought resistant crops, managing the
land and raising poultry, goats and cows. As a faith-based
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organisation, we have a devotion time together and also do
evangelism indirectly by showing a life of Christ-likeness in
the community.
Tigest Melese says: “I joined this project two years ago.
The training provided a good understanding of agriculture,
ensuring food security. We have been given a variety of root
crops, including potatoes, sweet potatoes, coffee seeds
and avocado. We are growing vegetables and fattening
goats, then we sell them. As a result, our saving culture is
improving. Our greatest achievement is that we can provide
healthy food for our children. They are healthy and safe.”
Tigest belongs to the local church mothers’ group and
says, “I have a lot of knowledge from the church in the Word
of God, which has dramatically changed my life.”

agricultural farm resource management’ –
is, in part, in response to climate change.
There are two branches to the work and
this is how Terfasa describes it:
Crop diversification and natural
resource management. There is a
shortage of farmland so EECMY-DSSC
works with farmers to best utilise their
small plots with the right crops (root
vegetables, cereal crops), and to better
manage the soil and water. They ensure
the plots yield more food. They teach
people organic farming and help them to
adapt to the changing climate.
Women’s economic empowerment.
This is focused on setting up self-help
groups for women, with about 20 women
per group. They want to help women to
grow in confidence and play a greater
role in decision making in homes and
families (the tendency is for the men
to take on all decision making). These
groups help women to save and then they
can get loans to set up small businesses,
whether making injera bread or a poultry
business, for example. They also work
with the husbands. The organisation’s
experience is that women are really keen
to implement the changes as they believe
their lives, and the lives of their families,
will improve. One very evident change
is that now they can have 2–3 meals per
day, whereas before that would have been
very difficult and a struggle.
The local church where many attend is
called Heto Mekaneyesus Church. Along
with the development work, the church
has been providing spiritual service to the
local community for many years.
Terfasa speaks about his personal
faith motivation, feeling “called to
serve the population” and that, as a
Christian, he wants to contribute to the
development of the community. While
funding is always a struggle, there are
many encouragements. Terfasa feels
encouraged by seeing changes in the life

work to clear ruined buildings in the aftermath of the deadly earthquake that struck the
of communities. For Teams
southwest peninsula of Haiti on Saturday 14 August 2021. The earthquake left more than 2,000
example, children
people dead and destroyed/damaged more than 70,000 homes. Within the first 10 days after
the earthquake Tearfund reached 2,500 people with a food and hygiene kit and 5,250 people
whose parents
benefited from an immediate cash transfer of 50 USD.
couldn’t afford to
send them to school later being able to
The Haiti project…aims
attend, then going on to university. He
feels encouraged when he sees change
to support churches and
in the lives of farmers through the
schools to reduce the…
agricultural practices they learn, and
through a range of ‘income generating
poverty that families face.
activities’ – a small amount of money can
face. This will be achieved through the
change people’s lives. They are training
planting of gardens and trees which can
people to make long-term changes, and
be a source of income, and protect the
to help themselves.
local environment.
Haiti
These are the two main projects but,
of course, our appeal covers a number
The second WDA project is with a
of similar projects in other areas of the
Tearfund partner based in Haiti. The
world as well.
recent earthquake has underlined the
fragility and challenges of the country’s
Rev Dr Liz Hughes is convener of PCI’s
economy.
Council for Global Mission and minister
The Haiti project we are focusing
emeritus of Whitehouse Presbyterian
on aims to support churches and
Church.
schools in the departments of Nippes
and Artibonite in Haiti to reduce the
vulnerability to poverty that families

Now over to you:
Pray: for the people this appeal represents in
Ethiopia and Haiti and other vulnerable parts of
the world, that they may know the love of Jesus
demonstrated practically by those who seek to
serve the whole person.
Act: take steps personally and as a church fellowship to talk about what we can
do to care for God’s wonderful creation and encourage others to take action to
combat climate change.
Give: generously to the appeal as the Lord enables you.
PCI’s prayer is that through the 2021 World Development Appeal people
faced with the perfect storm of Covid and climate would be empowered and
equipped to weather the storm’s ferocity, knowing hunger relieved, livelihoods
protected, faith restored, reaping a harvest of hope.
For more information or to give to the World Development Appeal, please go to:
www.presbyterianireland.org/worlddevelopment
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TALKING POINTS

Guard your heart

Norman Hamilton reflects on the challenges of guarding our hearts and
minds, as followers of Christ.

O

n your guard, please!
someone to devour.”
Almost certainly you have recognised attempts
The book of Proverbs is crystal clear in one of its core
to trick you in some way – for trickery, attempted
messages: “Above all else guard your heart, for everything you
scams and fake offers of all kinds are rampant.
do flows from it” (4:23). This is followed through with clarion
Personally speaking, every day I receive fake emails, text
calls to personal integrity. “The integrity of the upright guides
messages, automated phone calls as well as live ones – often
them” (11:3). “Righteousness guards the person of integrity”
promising riches, or warning me of some impending disaster if
(13:6). “The Lord detests those whose hearts are perverse, but
I don’t respond. Indeed, while preparing this article, my mobile
he delights in those whose ways are blameless” (11:20).
phone rang, and a recorded message informed me that I was
The key to integrity is knowing what God expects of us. And
under investigation for a tax fraud. I’m not panicking just yet!
a good starting point of what the Bible means by that comes
And on top of the scams, there is a multi-billion industry
from an unexpected source. Every elected local councillor,
working hard to influence us in some way
MLA and MP is required to give a
or another, for we are all too easily allured …any follower of Christ
written undertaking to do their work
by what comes along, often in a very
with integrity, which is described in
must be fully alert to the these words: “(They) must avoid placing
attractive and interesting way.
For example, every time you log on to the real need…to guard
themselves under any obligation to
internet, you are constantly tracked so that
people or organisations that might try
what we see, what we
you can receive ‘relevant’ or ‘personalised’
inappropriately to influence them in their
ads. Have you noticed just how quickly
They should not act or take decisions
take in, and how we react work.
an ad appears on your screen reflecting in
in order to gain financial or other material
some way the very thing that has had your to the myriad of
benefits for themselves, their family,
attention in the previous few minutes?
or their friends. They must declare and
pressures and
And have you thought carefully about
resolve any interests and relationships.”
the influence of WhatsApp or Facebook
Whilst clearly not the whole picture,
allurements.
or Instagram (or TikTok) on yourself, or
it only requires some small tweaks to
on the young people around you? And what about the influence these words to see something of what integrity looks like to
of the soap operas on TV, or the interpretation of the news on
the faithful follower of Christ: “I must avoid placing myself
social media (or in newspapers, if you read them)?
under any obligation to people or organisations that might
And when you go shopping, be absolutely assured that
try inappropriately to influence me. I should not act or take
Amazon, Tesco and others know far more about you than your
decisions in order to gain improper financial or other material
family does if you use their products or a loyalty card. Make
benefits for myself, my family, or my friends. I must take care to
no mistake, we are under constant surveillance 24/7 by people
resolve any conflict of interests or broken relationships.”
and organisations who want to shape the way we think, the way
To be constantly on our guard is really quite demanding,
we act or react, how we spend our money and perhaps most
whether we are dealing with scams or unhealthy attractions and
chilling of all, the way we spend our time. The bottom line for
temptations. But the wonderful promise of Scripture is there
Facebook is that it is explicitly designed to distract us from
to help us on our way: “I know, my God, that you examine our
doing other things. The more time we spend on Facebook, the
hearts and rejoice when you find integrity there” (1 Chronicles
more ads we see, and the more revenue goes to the company.
29:17).
All this leads me to plead that any follower of Christ must be
Clearly, a much better way to live!
fully alert to the real need not only to guard the credit card, but
also the need to guard what we see, what we take in, and how
we react to the myriad of pressures and allurements.
These pressures are also something of a modern parable on
the need to live with integrity, and guard against the trickery
Rev Dr Norman Hamilton
and fakery of Satan as he seeks to undermine the health of our
souls and the health of our minds. How easy it is to set aside
Very Rev Dr Norman Hamilton is a former
the warning in 1 Peter 5:8: “Be alert and of sober mind. Your
Moderator of the Presbyterian Church in
enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for
Ireland.
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From doorstep visits to drama class
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workers around
Ireland and the world.
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Chris and Rachel Humphries
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Rev Rodney Cameron
Not just surviving, but thriving
Christine Wilson
Where is my prayer?
Rev Dr Brent van der Linde

Every aspect of our Church’s mission depends
to some extent on United Appeal. Hundreds
of projects and programmes at home and
overseas are helping to advance God’s
kingdom, showing God’s love in action to
hundreds of thousands of people.

Starting a conversation
David Farrow

Including autumn prayer diary

The power to change

Stephen and Angelina Cowan
Global mission workers in Kenya

D

ays pass, and months linger on, and the story of Covid-19
As the revelation of God’s Word removes the bondage of closed
still seems far removed from the local communities in
minds, we can look forward to the future with the wisdom that
northern Samburu. Cultural activities and gatherings have
God provides, enlightening our way.
continued as normal, although schools were shut and several
The threat that Covid-19 might disrupt the fragile food supply
programmes including church meetings curtailed. It’s easy to see
chain to northern Kenya created an opportunity to challenge
the dominant influence of
people to cultivate small areas
culture and tradition in the
of barren land to grow their
Tradition has it that during periods of drought, own vegetables. People could
minds of many people and
we are reminded that the
fires lit on the mountain invoke the gods of rain see that seeds planted by faith
gospel is a spiritual work and
in the mission compound some
…bringing the gospel into such cultural confusion 30 years ago have blossomed
our struggles are not against
earthly forces.
into healthy trees which now
is challenging.
Isolation often equates with
bear much fruit. With some
marginalisation, while modern
encouragement, land was
communication improves community awareness. The northern
cleared and dug, fences erected to protect the anticipated crops
Samburu increasingly realise that they are living in a very fragile
from wildlife, an irrigation management plan put in place, and the
world. At a local level, population increases and water availability
seeds sown. God brought the increase and people have seen faith
decreases. The Western mindset sees the sinking of a borehole as
at work before their eyes! This is progress experienced.
the solution. Unfortunately, the local mindset doesn’t extend to
We are thankful for a glimpse of how minds and attitudes can be
the necessary maintenance required to keep the water flowing
changed, especially when circumstances dictate, and we pray that,
and as a result several places have no improved water supply.
in a land where change is all around, people’s eyes will be opened
We are fortunate that the natural springs rising on Mount Nyiru
to embrace sustainable progress.
can be harnessed and piped to provide Tuum and some other
local villages with a bountiful supply of water. However, these too
Please pray:
need protected. Tradition has it that during periods of drought,
• Pray for wisdom and guidance for Stephen and Angelina as they
fires lit on the mountain invoke the gods of rain which sadly often
continue to serve.
results in damage to the steep slopes and the area surrounding
• Pray that the local people will be open to change and seek
the springs.
sustainable progress.
Bringing the gospel into such cultural confusion is challenging.
• Pray that many will open their hearts and minds to the gospel
The gospel of repentance should bring a change of heart and
and follow Christ who has the power to change lives.
mind that relates to living on earth and an assurance of heaven.
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A time of waiting

Chris and Rachel Humphries
Global mission workers in Portugal

I

n a normal year, as we approach September, churches would
become frustrated when it is delayed. But God is never frustrated.
be gearing up for everything starting back after the summer.
He is not worried about interruptions or delays.
Sunday school, youth groups, men’s and women’s meetings,
What if God´s greatest work wasn’t being done by us, but in
evangelistic outreach would all have scheduled their first meetings us? What if he is more concerned with refining and shaping us
back and there would (hopefully) be an enthusiasm for the year
and is happy to spend our entire lifetime doing just so? Would
ahead and how God will work
we see waiting differently
through each ministry.
then? Would we welcome the
Often, we are in a hurry to do something
This year is different however,
interruptions to our plans,
at least for us here in Portugal.
the long periods of waiting,
and become frustrated when it is delayed.
Although we are not in
knowing that God is using
lockdown, the government has
these times and situations to
But God is never frustrated. He is not
not yet given the green light
make us more like his Son?
worried about interruptions or delays.
for things to return to ‘normal’.
From Genesis 3, the rest of
We are meeting for Sunday
the Old Testament is all about
services and weekly prayer
waiting – an eager waiting
meetings, but everything else is on hold. There are many things we with expectation for the Messiah to come. By the end of the New
want to commence or recommence. But we are waiting, and with
Testament, we are waiting again for the certain hope of Christ’s
waiting can come frustration. For us, it seems like the last several
second coming.
years have involved a lot of waiting. Waiting to verify God’s call of
And so, as we enter into autumn, we do so with eagerness to be
mission on our lives, waiting to be prepared for the mission field,
active. But we are also patient, knowing that God is already at work
waiting to go, and then when we arrived, we were waiting to be
in us and around us, and as we adjust our gaze to the eternal, we
adept at language and now we are waiting for Covid restrictions
do so with both peace and expectation.
to relax. With all that practice, you would think we would be better
at it by now! And yet we’re not. We also don’t need to look too far
into Scripture to see the very obvious theme of waiting.
Please pray:
Joseph spent nearly 14 years in a prison cell. Moses spent 40
• Pray that we would soon be able to restart ministries within
years in Egypt’s courts, and then another 40 in the wilderness
Comunidade Pedras Vivas.
before he led the people out of Egypt. David was anointed king,
• Pray that God would continue to work in us and around us
then waited almost 15 years before he sat on the throne.
during these times of waiting.
So, waiting should be familiar to us. We shouldn’t be frustrated
• Pray for God to bless the ongoing relationship building amongst
by it; we should expect it. God is not as worried about being
our church community.
efficient as we are. Often, we are in a hurry to do something and
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From doorstep visits to drama class

Rev Rodney Cameron

St Columba’s Presbyterian Church, Lisburn

S

ince returning to in-person worship at Easter, St Columba’s
week. To enable this, St Columba’s has partnered with Salt Factory
Church, Lisburn has enjoyed a faithful attendance on Sunday Sport, a Lisburn-based children’s ministry. Chris and his team
mornings. Numbers are down by maybe 20%, with a number brought energy and expertise, together with conforming to all
still cautious to resume collective worship. Our building is large
‘best practice’ relevant to child protection.
enough that we did not require
At the time of writing, as
a booking system.
schools return, and Covid-19
…this summer, kids’ club resumed in-person for cases rise, pray that St
Our church is situated on the
corner of Old Warren housing
Columba’s can resume an
six evenings in June and July. There were 30
estate. It’s a large housing
autumn/winter programme to
children on our first night back. It was like they meet the needs of the church
development from the late
60s. While many families are
and community. The weekly
were unleashed!
well settled, others struggle.
Thursday morning ‘Drop in
We have sustained some minor
for coffee’ has resumed. A
acts of vandalism, as bored teens, off school and with nothing to
monthly meal on the third Tuesday of each month resumed later
do, got up to mischief around the church property.
in September, midweeks, craft class and PW are all to restart soon.
With very few young families connected to the congregation,
three years ago we began the kids’ club to reach out to homes
with children in primary school.
During the lockdown periods, we continued contact with the
Please pray:
congregation through doorstep visits, calls and letters. Kids’ club
• Pray for the young people who attend kids’ club. Most of their
normally met on Thursday nights. Last September when we
parents have no church connection. Pray that we can deepen
couldn’t meet indoors, we met outside instead and decided to
our ministry to these children and their families.
plant a vegetable garden and bedding plants at the front of the
• Pray for increasing contact within the community of Old
church. We then kept in touch by doorstep deliveries, including
Warren.
pancake mix for a pancake challenge in February and Easter craft
• In recent times we have brought comfort and compassion
pack and eggs in April.
to many unchurched families during a time of loss and
At last, this summer, kids’ club resumed in-person for six evenings
bereavement. This has led some to join with us on Sundays. Pray
in June and July. There were 30 children on our first night back.
others may find healing in worship and fellowship.
It was like they were unleashed! Games and activities included
• Pray for the foundational members of St Columba’s, faithful for
gardening, breakdancing, drama class and some reptile visitors.
over half a century, but some now in failing health.
The varied programme always closed with a Bible lesson every
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Not just surviving, but thriving

Christine Wilson

Community outreach worker and family support worker, Lisnabreen Presbyterian, Bangor

I

n Isaiah 43:18–19, the Lord says, “Do not cling to events of the
love during difficult times. Doorstep Ministries projects have
past or dwell on what has happened. Watch for the new thing
opened doors for us in our local community, created opportunities
I am going to do. It is happening already – you can see it now! I
to share our God and enabled real need to be met so that God is
will make a road through the wilderness and give you streams of
experienced in a very tangible way.
water there.”
For a week in August, we were able to provide ‘4 Afternoons of
The pandemic changed our world. We have lived through
Banter’ for our young people and a children’s summer club in the
chaotic, restrictive and isolating times. But God is still in control.
evening. The logistics to run the sessions were a headache but
Out of all the loss, struggle,
the blessings were greater.
loneliness and hurt, God is
Over the course of the week
working and I have no doubt
we welcomed, served and
…our Doorstep Ministries team opened up a
the truth in Isaiah 43 is coming
witnessed to 102 children
‘Back to School Giving Table’…It was a
to pass that God is “doing a
and young people. The young
new thing” with his people
privilege and joy to serve families in this way, people enjoyed trips to
through the work of his church.
Airtastic and Let’s Go Hydro,
showing them practical and financial love
Change is challenging, but
as well as times of craft, sports,
when God is in control and his
challenges and smoothies.
during difficult times.
will is being done, we can be
The children learned all about
confident of not just surviving,
who God is and what he has
but thriving!
done for us through songs, memory verses, craft and stories. What
At Lisnabreen we normally had a busy summer programme for
struck me most about the week was hearing and seeing the next
families, children and young people. That was paused in 2020, but
generation laugh together again – it’s been so long since I heard
this summer we prayerfully sought a way to witness to and serve
them make a joyful noise – but seeing them make it in God’s
our local community. Navigating through the restrictions was
house, surrounded by selfless leaders and followers of Jesus, was
not easy, but God made a way, clearing the path for us to follow,
humbling and exciting.
providing the finances, personnel and protection we needed to
I once read that ‘within every difficulty lies opportunity’. When
show the community his love, provision and power.
God is in that opportunity great things happen, lives are changed
Buying school uniforms can be a struggle for families in our area,
and transformed and he is glorified. After so much hardship, let’s
so our Doorstep Ministries team opened up a ‘Back to School Giving fix our eyes on him again, seeking his will and clinging to the new
Table’ offering free school uniforms, stationery supplies and lunch
thing he is doing. It’ll be greater than anything we can imagine or
boxes to anyone who needed them. The Giving Table, opened
hope for.
in July and August, supported 34 families and approximately
Please pray:
98 schoolchildren, which is the equivalent of three classrooms
of pupils. All the items were donated by the congregation, local
• Pray for Lisnabreen congregation as they continue to reach out
schools’ lost properties and shops. It was a privilege and joy to
to children, young people and families in their local community.
serve families in this way, showing them practical and financial
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Where is my prayer?

Rev Dr Brent van der Linde
Forces chaplain, Royal Navy

R

ecently I was finishing a session with a young Leading Hand
care deeply and admire the sacrifice and dedication that service
(Rank), who over the last couple of months I had been
personnel give to their work. There is no greater gift than
meeting on a regular basis, working through a bereavement
introducing them to a God who wants to connect with them
he had experienced. I felt this particular session was a really good
personally.
one. I had supported and encouraged him, and we were making
There are other significant pieces of work the Royal Navy has
some progress. I said goodbye and his response was, “Where is
involved me in, including working on race relations and exploring
my prayer?” I looked at him
what ethics looks like in the
startled, I knew this was not
Service. I love scaring senior
He looked at me bemused, he said,
a man of faith, he hadn’t ever
officers, who are involved
put a foot into church, but
in those groups by saying
“Oh, that’s never been offered to me before,
here he was demanding I say
to them, they are doing
what do I do while you are praying?
a prayer with him. On the
spiritual work. They look at me
occasions we met together, I
strangely, so I tell them that,
Do I sit or stand to attention?”
have always offered to pray for
helping to improve people’s
him at the end of our sessions,
lives and make their situation
he has never said no, but on this occasion, it slipped my mind. He
better is God’s work. In addition, I explain this spiritual work can
didn’t want to end our session without prayer.
have an effect on people, before too long they could be looking
On another occasion, when meeting a Commanding Officer I was for Jesus. They laugh nervously, but I am confident that Jesus
about to work with for the coming year, someone who I had never
wants to connect with them where they are at.
met before, it again was my practice to offer to pray for him at the
end of our conversation. Commanding Officers have demanding,
challenging and complex jobs, and prayer is sometimes the only
Please pray:
thing I believe I can offer. He looked at me bemused, he said, “Oh,
• That all personnel we come into contact with may be curious
that’s never been offered to me before, what do I do while you
about the person that inspires chaplains to do their work.
are praying? Do I sit or stand to attention?” I told him to close his
•
That as chaplains we may continually seek out ways to share
eyes and listen to the prayer. Since then, I have had the privilege of
the love of Jesus in a way they can understand.
praying for him on many occasions.
• That as chaplains we may have wisdom in the conversations we
Besides offering pastoral care, I believe that one of my central
have, and that this wisdom may always point to a Father who
roles as a chaplain in the Royal Navy is to introduce personnel
loves them.
to the idea that there is a God who loves them in a way they
• For families who are separated from loved ones, this is one of the
can connect with. What other way could be more meaningful
hardest sacrifices of all.
and more intimate than to pray for the challenges they face. I
Mission Connect | Herald Autumn 2021

Starting a conversation

David Farrow

Director, Thompson House, Belfast

T

hompson House was opened in 1984; it aimed to
residents can also read God’s Word in the privacy of their own
accommodate young men who had come into contact with
rooms.
the criminal justice system and was funded by the Probation
From this foundation we have been able to invite residents to
Board for Northern Ireland. It also accommodated young men
more formal Bible studies. Rev Jackson Buick and Bryan Marshall
who were leaving training schools when they reached their 18th
(committee member) started the more formal studies. Staff in
birthdays.
Thompson House were able to build on this using the Alpha
One of its main aims was to commend the Christian faith and
Course and Christianity Explored. We have always found residents
way of life in an open and accepting manner. We have been
keen to join the studies and participate fully in the groups.
privileged in being able to share the love of Christ with men
Due to Covid-19 we had to postpone all group activities,
who have felt rejected by
however since vaccines and
society due to their offending
a relaxation of regulations
Whilst these seem like small ordinary gifts to
behaviour. We have found
we have been able to
that residents are open to
Bible studies
most people, to the residents of Thompson House recommence
discussing spiritual issues,
recently and have been given
as they want to know why
permission to use a Bible study
it shows Christian love and compassion
a Christian organisation is
called ‘Difference’
that they wouldn’t expect.
interested in working with
(https://difference.rln.global/).
them; they expect to be
Difference is a five-session
judged rather than loved.
course that explores what it means to follow Jesus in the face of
One of the advantages of Thompson House belonging to a large
conflict and see transformation through everyday encounters.
denomination is the vast number of resources open to us. We have Neil Gillespie is the member of staff who introduced us to it. The
a large network of prayer through Let’s Pray and the Council of
study was attended by five residents who engaged fully and was
Social Witness, finances through the United Appeal, North Belfast
led by two staff, Neil and Jonathan. Staff were encouraged as the
Presbytery and Presbyterian Women (PW), which have allowed us
residents discussed the topics with a candour they have rarely
to buy resources for Bible study. The PW in my own congregation,
seen in Bible studies before – this was a real answer to prayer. The
Glengormley, has provided Christmas presents each year for the
group ran for the full five weeks, and when completed, the five
19 residents; Seaview PW also provided Christmas presents in
residents requested further study so that they could learn more
the past. We have received selection boxes and Easter eggs from
about the Christian faith. Further study is planned to commence
Bangor West, Helen’s Bay and First Broughshane. Currently each
in September for the five group members and for another study of
new resident receives a welcome pack of toiletries from First
Difference to be offered to the other residents.
Broughshane on entry to Thompson House.
Please pray:
Whilst these seem like small ordinary gifts to most people, to
the residents of Thompson House it shows Christian love and
• Please pray for the studies and for the continued work of
compassion that they wouldn’t expect. These gifts allow us to start
Thompson House as we continue to share the gospel with
a conversation with the residents about God’s love. The Gideons
residents.
society has also provided Bibles to be placed in bedrooms so
Mission Connect | Herald Autumn 2021
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Please pray for...
n GLOBAL PANDEMIC – Pray for those
living in countries where healthcare and
state support is limited. Pray especially for
countries which have had high case numbers
this year, including India, Brazil and Nepal and
remember PCI’s partners in these countries.

n INDONESIA – Pray for Timor, Sumba and
nearby islands which were hit by Tropical
Cyclone Seroja at Easter which caused loss of
life and major damage. Pray for all affected
and for our partners, the Evangelical Christian
Church in Timor and the Christian Church in
Sumba, as they help those who have suffered
loss.

n MISSION IN IRELAND – Pray for the
ongoing witness of all congregations and
individuals in our Church.

n UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES
CHAPLAINS – Pray for chaplains as they
engage with students, encourage Christians
in their faith and share Christ’s love with those
who don’t yet know him.
n RUSSIA – Pray for staff and students at
St Petersburg Christian University. Pray that
new legislation on theological training in
Russia will benefit the university. Pray too for
improvements in the financial situation.
n COMMUNITY OUTREACH WORKERS –
Give thanks for all the community outreach
workers working in PCI congregations. Pray,
as outreach mission programmes curtailed
due to the pandemic recommence, and new
initiatives begin, that many people, young
and old, will come to faith in Jesus Christ.
n HOME AND URBAN MISSION – Pray
for Home Mission and Urban Mission
congregations as restrictions ease and more
in-person meetings and activities resume.
n MALAWI AND ZAMBIA – Pray for the
ongoing work and witness of the Church of
Central Africa Presbyterian (CCAP) in Malawi
and Zambia. Pray especially for healthcare
ministries continuing during the pandemic,
for protection for staff and for cases of
Covid-19 to be kept to a minimum.

World Development Appeal 2021

n WORLD DEVELOPMENT APPEAL – Pray
for preparations for the launch of the appeal.
This year’s appeal entitled ‘Weathering
the Storm’ will feature projects of PCI’s
development partners in Ethiopia and Haiti.
n RESPITE CARE – Respite care is provided
in Aaron House, Dundonald and Lawnfield
House in Newcastle, Co Down. Give thanks
for this vital work carried on in these homes
which allow families a much-needed break
from their caring responsibilities.
n DEACONESSES – Give thanks for the work
and witness of PCI’s 16 deaconesses and pray
for God’s guidance and encouragement,
and that they will see fruit for their labour.
Remember especially Sylvia Santos Bryce,
PCI’s newest deaconess, commissioned and
inducted in Groomsport Presbyterian Church
on 1 September.
n GLOBAL MISSION WORKERS – Remember
all global mission workers continuing to
serve during the pandemic, during which
most have remained in their overseas
locations. Pray for their health, protection and
adaptation to changing local restrictions and
outbreaks.

n IRISH MISSION WORKERS – Pray for David
Boyd (in Dublin), Tom Dowling (in Kilkenny)
and Philip Whelton (in Arklow) as they reach
out to others with the message of the gospel
and that many will come to faith in Christ.
n AFGHANISTAN – Pray for the country at
this time of upheaval and transition, which
is unfolding amidst rising Covid-19 cases.
Remember those evacuated or still trying to
flee Afghanistan, that they would find refuge
and be guided in their next steps. Pray for
peace and for a free, fair and just society for
everyone living in the country.

n MISSION IN IRELAND – Pray for wisdom
and guidance for the Council for Mission
in Ireland, its committees, panels and task
groups.
n CARE HOME STAFF – Housekeepers
have responsibility for ensuring homes and
units are kept clean and well presented.
Give thanks for these staff members as they
undertake their tasks diligently.

n PORTUGAL – Pray for the Christian
Presbyterian Church of Portugal and for the
growing church plant, Comunidade Pedras
Vivas in Senhora da Hora, Porto where global
mission workers, James and Heather Cochrane
and Chris and Rachel Humphries serve.
n THOMPSON HOUSE – Give thanks for
all those who have been helped by living at
Thompson House and particularly those who
have been touched by God through the Bible
studies and through the care of staff.

n GLOBAL DEVELOPMENT PARTNERS –
Pray for Christian Aid and Tearfund as they
seek to tackle poverty around the world in
the name of Jesus Christ.

International Meeting Point

n INTERNATIONAL MEETING POINT – Give
thanks for Keith Preston, Henry Coulter and
all working at IMP at Belfast’s Lisburn Road
and Carlisle Circus, and for all they do to share
God’s love in word and action. Pray for all who
attend the English classes and Bible studies,
that they will come to know the Saviour.

n LEADERS IN TRAINING – Pray for leaders
from partner Churches which PCI supports
while they undertake further study aimed
at helping their personal development for
future ministry, mission and leadership within
their church and context.
n FORCES CHAPLAINS – Pray for PCI
forces chaplains and members of the forces,
especially those who are serving overseas
at present. Pray for their health, safety and
protection.
n PCI GLOBAL MISSION – Pray for wisdom
and guidance for the Council for Global
Mission, its committees, panels and task
groups.
n TRITONVILLE CLOSE – Tritonville Close is
an independent sheltered housing complex
for older people, located in the lovely village
of Sandymount in Dublin. Give thanks that
Tritonville Close is a happy community where
every resident is valued and respected.
n RURAL CHAPLAINCY – Pray for the launch
of the Rural Chaplaincy Pilot Scheme, that it
will be able to address a spiritual need.
n HEALTHCARE CHAPLAINS – Pray that the
Lord will speak to patients and their families
through PCI’s chaplains, bringing comfort,
strength, hope and peace.
n MIDDLE EAST – Pray for students and staff
at Jordan Evangelical Theological Seminary
as they engage in the theological teachinglearning process under some restrictions in
relation to Covid-19. Thank God that in spite
of the disruption, JETS continues its strategic
role in the Middle East, training Arab leaders
for the Arab world.
n POVERTY – Pray that those on low
incomes or trapped in debt may find the
support they need. Pray that foodbanks
and charity appeals will be responded to
generously from those in churches and local
businesses. Give thanks for organisations
and volunteers willing to give of their time to
support those in need.
n PRISONS CHAPLAINS – Pray for PCI’s
prison chaplains: Rev Graham Stockdale (fulltime) and Rev Colin Megaw (part-time).

www.presbyterianireland.org/prayer

REFLECTIONS

Christian sexuality
Andrew Conway

W

ell, here we go! When I committed to writing
“We’re having a competition…” Already some of the teens
about the four Greek words often translated ‘love’ were blushing, but when he continued “…to see who can
I knew this day would come. This is the part of
tell the biggest lie about sex”, they all burst into nervous and
the series I have least looked forward to writing.
embarrassed laughter.
Oddly enough though, had someone else been the author it
The minister, though, was not laughing. He was seeing red.
would probably have been the one I most looked forward to
“That’s disgraceful!” he roared. “When I was your age, I never
reading!
thought about such things!” The last word, however, belonged
In this column we complete our series
to the teenage boy. “Well done,” he said,
on love with a look at the word eros. Its
looking the minister in the eye, “You win!”
Let’s see that the
general meaning can be inferred reasonably
Perhaps that story brings a smile to your
wonderful grace revealed face. Perhaps too it illustrates an important
accurately from its passage into English.
It’s the root of our word ‘erotic’.
point. Maybe our reluctance to face this
in the gospel is good
The word itself never appears in the
subject openly isn’t as morally sound as we
news for the whole
Greek New Testament. This fact may be
might think it is. Perhaps by not openly
significant, as the word was also the name person, including our
addressing it we’ve slipped into a worldly
of a supposed Greek god (roughly the
attitude to it (the ‘affirming’ attitude so in
equivalent of the Roman Cupid), and also sexuality.
vogue today isn’t the only worldly attitude,
because sexual immorality abounded in the
even if it is the most popular in our
world of New Testament days.
context). Maybe by pretending that we don’t think about it at all
The absence of the word from the New Testament, however,
we’ve excused in ourselves an unchristian approach to it.
should not be seen as an indication that the New Testament has
Let’s see that God is interested in the area of sexuality. Let’s
nothing to say on the subject. It would be a terrible mistake to
see that the wonderful grace revealed in the gospel is good news
imagine that the New Testament is silent on this matter.
for the whole person, including our sexuality. Let’s see that
An even worse mistake would be to suppose that the New
there is far better option to all worldly approaches to sexuality
Testament has only negative things to say about sexuality. Of
(including the worldly approach of pretending that we’re
course it contains strong warnings about the dangers of sexual
somehow above it). Let’s see that the better option is yielding
immorality that ought to be heeded carefully, but it likewise has the whole of our lives to Jesus Christ. Let’s honour him with
much positive teaching on the subject.
our sexuality, whether by celibacy or heterosexual marriage.
Surely the author to the Hebrews was expressing a positive
Love is at the very heart of Christianity. In response to his
view of sexuality when he said that “marriage should be
breathtaking love for us, we’re called to love God and love
honoured by all, and the marriage bed kept pure” (Hebrews
others. We can rightly be concerned that eros is often widely
13:4). This positive view of sexuality of course has its roots in
and mistakenly pursued today, while phileo, storge and especially
the Old Testament, which contains some surprisingly vivid
agape are far too often neglected. By the Spirit’s power we
statements on the matter. Song of Songs is the famed example.
should indeed seek to redress the balance. But let’s not suppose
Proverbs 5:19 might give you a considerable shock if you’ve
that the area of life denoted by eros doesn’t matter to God.
never read it before. Genesis 2:24–25 is a fine example too.
It does. Everything does. Everyone does. In all things, then,
While I might have felt some trepidation about this subject,
including sexuality, let’s love him!
then, it is not one that the Bible shies away from. That in itself
might be a very telling lesson. A joke might illustrate the
Rev Andrew Conway is minister of Clonduff and Hilltown
point…
Presbyterian churches.
A minister drove in to the church car park one summer
afternoon. A few teenagers were lounging harmlessly on the
grass. The minister walked over towards them with a friendly
smile on his face, seeing this as an opportunity to be welcoming.
After a moment or two’s chat about the good weather, he
asked them what they were up to. One of the boys announced,
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Could do

better?

Andy Brown addresses the importance of the church’s role in our education system.

A

s each new academic year
begins, it is normal to take
time to reflect on the past and
look to the future. Leaders
consider results, statistics, policies,
staffing and curriculum, with an eye
to the continuous improvement of
their institutions. Teachers reflect on
their practice and how to keep doing
it better to meet the needs of their
pupils. Students have that excitement of
leaving the last year behind, with all the
possibilities that a new year can bring.
Parents say goodbye to a summer of
entertaining their children… and perhaps
give a slight sigh of relief !
With all that education has gone
through over the last couple of years,
there is an increased excitement at what
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2021/22 might bring. However, there is
also the now-familiar trepidation as we
have realised the delicacy of many of the
‘certainties’ which we took for granted
in schools – face-to-face classes, social
interaction and extra-curricular activities.
As we enter into this particular
academic year, there has never been
a more important time to reflect on
the past and future, and on our own

We need to consider the
equity and social justice
of our system and, if we
see failings, to be the
first to speak up…

‘certainties’ as they relate to our work
in education. In March, when the
former Education Minister, Peter Weir,
announced an Independent Review of
Education, there was a range of reactions
within Northern Ireland’s (NI) tight-knit
educational community. Given its remit
to consider the educational journey of
our pupils, how schools are supported
and governed, and how the education
system is designed and administrated,
anyone and everyone with an interest
and involvement in schooling began the
process of reflecting on how things are
done and considering how to do them
better.
The final part of the remit will consider
a vision for an education system fit for
the 21st century, and a vision really

+-

-

+

should be the starting point for any
introspection, as it colours the entire
context for reflection. Yet perhaps we
haven’t always been good at this in
education; perhaps much of what is
done comes from a desire to maintain
a status quo, rather than to begin from
the position of what is best for children,
young people and society. If we were to
start again with a blank sheet to design
the most effective education system,
would we really end up with what we
have now?
There is so much to commend our
system: teaching is valued and respected
in our community, leading to a cadre of
wonderful, talented, successful, highachieving young people who aspire
to join the profession. This leads to
a professional approach to teaching
which goes the extra mile and sees
great successes for children and young
people. Our system is also grounded in a
solid values-base, with each of the main
sectors having their foundations firmly in
Christian ideals and beliefs.
Yet, we have a system which divides
and duplicates. Education in NI receives
more money per pupil than Scotland
or Wales, but less of it goes into the
classroom than the other regions.
We have a plethora of employers,
administrative organisations, trade
unions, bodies and agencies, many of
which have similar functions. Whilst
we have results at the top end which are
the envy of many countries, our tale of
underachievement is one of the worst in
Europe. We have parents and pupils who
engage fully in a selective system, whilst
others don’t value education because
they feel less valued. We have more
children having to wait longer for less
support for their particular needs, and
we have mental health issues which need
addressed in a system not adequately
equipped to do this.
In the midst of this is the work
we do and the role we play. For me,
the involvement of the Churches in
education is non-negotiable. As those
who transferred our schools into the
control of the state a century ago, the
quid pro quo of continuing involvement
is ours by right, but nonetheless we are
truly blessed to be able to play an active
and influential role. As a denomination,

There is so much that the
church can do to support
education, especially
when we have clarity of
vision.
we need to promote the positives of
our work and to remind society (not
least those in the media) of our long
history and of the very many ways in
which we have improved the educational
opportunities for young people and the
strategic direction of schools.
But we also need to consider
alternatives. We need to consider the
equity and social justice of our system
and, if we see failings, to be the first to
speak up; if the Churches can’t do this,
then who can? We need to think about
our vision for the future of education and
what involvement should look like in a
changing context.
Over the summer I was privileged
to participate in a course with the
Leadership Institute for Faith in
Education at Harvard University.
My thinking was challenged about
the different ways in which faith
organisations can support education at
local, district or regional level, whether
that is meeting particular needs or trying
to change systems. There is so much that
the church can do to support education,
especially when we have clarity of vision.
Over the next few months, we will be
doing some thinking on this. The State
Education committee has begun to
reflect and to continue to work with our
partner Churches on a renewed vision for
our role in education. However, we want
to broaden this out and are planning for
a conference in early 2022 to consider
the issue. I would be keen to hear from
Presbyterians who have views on this and
would welcome you contacting me with
any thoughts you might have. Although

the review is confined to NI, comments
from folks in the Republic would also be
valuable as I know that similar thinking
is going on there. You might wish to
consider the following:
• The basis for and purpose of the
Church’s involvement;
• What we bring to education;
• What would be lost if we were unable
to be involved;
• How we could continue to influence
in positive and meaningful ways.
In addition, we are very mindful that
often stories are reported which paint the
Churches’ involvement in a poor light,
with little research into the realities of
our work. I know of so much good being
done, but would love to hear from folks
with stories to tell about the positive
impact we are making and would again
invite you to contact me.
More information will be forthcoming
about the planned conference and I
would encourage anyone with an interest
in our work in education to consider
attending. I would also encourage you, in
this new academic year, to pray for our
schools and colleges, teachers and pupils,
and for the work being done by so many
Presbyterians and other Christians in
education.
As we reflect on the past, consider the
future and question the certainties, one
thing is sure: God is blessing our work.
What we do, in his service, makes a
difference to schools and colleges, and
ultimately to the lives of those with
whom we come into contact. Whilst we
should reflect, consider and question, we
do so in the knowledge that his plans
will prevail. May God bless you all this
academic year.
Dr Andy Brown is a principal lecturer in
Education and convener of PCI’s State
Education committee. He can be contacted at
a.brown@stran.ac.uk

Get in touch
If you have any thoughts on the
Churches’ role in education or any
stories of positive impact, please
contact Dr Brown by emailing
a.brown@stran.ac.uk
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Ruth Sanderson chats to Lindsay Conway, ahead of his retirement as
Secretary of PCI’s Council for Social Witness.

I

f you’ve ever met Lindsay Conway, the
chances are, you won’t have forgotten
him in a hurry. His imposing stature
is matched with the largesse of his
character and you will have either come
away from a conversation with him
chuckling to yourself, or mulling over
some radical notion he has just proposed.
Either way, an interaction with him is
never dull and always thought-provoking.
Next month Lindsay retires from
his role leading the Council for Social
Witness. After a career spanning five
decades, it’s been the last 18 months
and how PCI has responded to the
Covid crisis which has proven the most
challenging. Yet far from being exhausted,
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he has been a clear and decisive leader in
the most difficult of times. Now that the
world is settling down, he feels it’s the
right time to hand over the baton.
“I’m still getting used to the idea of
retirement,” he tells me. “Thankfully
there’s been a long run-in time, you only
do it once so you want to enjoy it and

Social witness should be
the oxygen of our
Christian witness…faith
and actions have to go
hand in glove.

Photography: Jamie Trimble

Big shoes
to fill

people are being lovely. It’s certainly going
to be different!”
He tells me his energies are going to be
poured into a 1975 Beetle and a lathe.
I ask how his wife Norma feels about it.
“The jury’s out!” he chuckles. “No, really
she’s looking forward to it – we both are
really.”
A son of east Belfast, Lindsay grew up
in Megain Memorial Presbyterian Church
on the Newtownards Road. It was a hard
time, the Troubles were beginning and
the area was, and still is, a flashpoint. Yet
Lindsay had a passion for the area and
for its people. Growing up in a Christian
family, there was never a time he didn’t
know the embrace of Christ in his life.

Presenting an award

He married Norma, who he met while
she was the Guide leader in Strand
Presbyterian. “I ran off with the Guide
captain!” he laughs. “Although, our mums
do tell the story of our prams passing on
the Circular Road.”
Lindsay and Norma have been married
for over 40 years and have two grown up
children, Fiona and Darren.
Lindsay initially wanted to be
a photographer, and served an
apprenticeship as an industrial
photographer at Mackies. Yet he felt
the call of God in his life and went to
college with the intention of becoming a
Presbyterian minister.
God had other plans.
“During my summers of student days
I was involved in summer schemes. One
day someone wanted people to lead
one of the first groups abroad, with 20
Protestant and Catholic kids. I took it on
and was offered a job at the end of it.
“I went on to train as a social worker, but
there was always that thought that some
day I would go back to ministry, but doors
opened and closed over the years. One of
the biggest doors which opened was that
I was elected as national chairman of the
YMCA at the age of 27. ‘Lord what are
you doing?’ I asked.”
This proved to be a pivotal moment for
Lindsay. At the time, the YMCA was
involved in important cross community
bridge-building. The red triangle was
synonymous with peace and reconciliation
in the early 80s. Around the same time,
Lindsay was ordained as an elder.
I wondered what it was in the young
Lindsay which marked him out as a
leader?
“When you’re tall you get on in life!”
he quips. “Actually, the word which has
to be used is passion. Passion for people,
passion for the work. And a stubbornness
– you have to speak truth to power, never

The Social Witness team

There is sometimes a
debate that a social
gospel is a diluted gospel
– it’s not.
shrink from that. For example, through
the YMCA, we had to challenge people:
What are you really doing for peace?
Why have our prayers for peace not been
answered?”
The bulk of his social work life was
spent in Rathgael Training School (later
the Rathgael Centre for Children and
Young People). He started there in 1972
and left in 2002 as the director of Juvenile
Justice.
Since then, Lindsay has been the
Secretary for the Council for Social
Witness (CSW), managing and
overseeing the social care arm of
the Presbyterian Church in Ireland.
The Council is a key element of how

Receiving his OBE

Presbyterianism seeks to meet the
physical needs of those marginalised by
society, those who simply need help.
Through CSW the Church provides
services for a diverse range of users across
Ireland. This includes residential care,
supported housing and nursing care for
older people; day care, residential respite
care, supported living and other services
for people with a learning disability or a
physical disability. The Church also works
with people with addictions and with
offenders.
During his tenure, the facilities and
remit have expanded. This is important,
understated, hard work. It goes on 24/7
and makes an unspeakable difference to
those who use it.
“There were a number of challenges
when I first arrived,” he tells me. “All
the homes were free standing, so we
had to bring a number of single units
under a cohesive manageable unit. Then
there were issues of child protection and
safeguarding which had to be addressed.
Taking Care 1 and 2 were the big projects
in the early years.”
These challenges were not just at a PCI
level, they were also on a societal level.
“I was also involved with representing
PCI on a journey of healing with other
denominations and also with victims. We
had to look at the trauma of what had
gone on here and how that had affected
our clergy. Very often they were just
told to ‘get on with it’ – whether it was
paramilitary funerals, members of their
congregations being killed or injured,
or their own personal intimidation. This
all had to be addressed – how could the
Church best support its ministers to come
to terms with what had happened and the
long-term impacts of that?”
One of the long-term challenges for
Lindsay has been how to fully engage the
Church with social witness.
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…there is a long way to
go to understand and
deal with the impact of
the past year and a half.

With a Sunnyside resident

The pandemic, of course, impacted
hugely on the NHS, but it was care
homes throughout the UK, and in fact
globally, who bore the brunt of Covid’s
initial devastation. The first wave of the
virus adversely affected the elderly and
vulnerable, and a decision was made
in the early days of the pandemic that
elderly patients should be moved back
into care homes instead of remaining in
NHS beds. This would cause Covid-19
to spread like wildfire through an elderly,
vulnerable population. It also made
the (often low paid) care home staff
vulnerable, not just to infection, but also
to the emotional trauma of having to deal
with so many ill and dying residents.
In this emerging context, Lindsay made
the difficult decision to lock down PCI’s
care homes early in March 2020. “It was
the hardest letter I’ve ever had to write.
I was denying families access to their
mums and grannies just before Mother’s
Day.”
Remarkably, none of the PCI homes
had a Covid outbreak for seven months.
His early intervention undoubtedly saved
lives.
“In the end, we eventually got a lot
of affirmation from families, but there
were a fair amount of personal attacks
at the time too, from families who felt
aggrieved to be kept away from their
elderly parents.”
With hindsight, it was the correct
decision, but Lindsay now thinks there is
a long way to go to understand and deal
with the impact of the past year and a
half.

“Social witness should be the oxygen of
our Christian witness.” He points to the
book of James as ‘the anthem for social
witness’.
“You have everything in the book of
James, from a strategic plan, to a business
plan! If you use those guidelines then we
are a Church that can make a massive
difference. Embedded in that message is
everything to do with actions speaking
louder than words, that faith and actions
have to go hand in glove.
“There is sometimes a debate that a
social gospel is a diluted gospel – it’s not. I
accept that different people have different
gifts, but I don’t accept that it’s a dilution.”
If anything, Lindsay points to the very
nature of social witness as being able to
reach a whole range of people which the
traditional church often doesn’t.
“Where else could I do colouring in
with someone with special needs; where
else could I have lunch with a drug addict
or a lifer? To me, that’s what it’s all about.”
For Lindsay, the frustration is that
many churches don’t even know they are
involved in social witness. “I’ll ask, do you
have a bowling club? A mums
and tots? A youth club? That’s all
social witness with evangelism!”
After a lifetime of working with
some of the most challenging
subject matter, it was the Covid
crisis which really tested Lindsay
and his team.
“I had come through my
professional life to that date more
or less having the answers, and
for the first time in my career, I
hadn’t the answers. No one had
the answers, but that doesn’t
At the opening of Corkey House
make you feel any better.”

44

Herald Autumn 2021

With wife Norma

“How do we compensate for those who
haven’t had a proper funeral? For those
who weren’t able to be with a loved one
when they died? Now it’s about how we
respond to it all. This is our world war, this
is where we tell survival stories and stories
of all the personal loss. This will sound so
alien when we go back to the new normal,
but in saying that, the new normal will
be totally different. For example, we were
so relaxed about anyone walking into a
hospital or visit in a care home. Those days
are over.”
Lindsay’s great passion is not just for the
people who benefit from social witness,
but those who deliver it. During the
pandemic, the focus was on preserving the
health service which left the care sector
vulnerable. Yet the system couldn’t have
survived without it.
“I never thought I’d put social care staff
at risk to take care of people, but we had to
during the pandemic.
“Going forward, we need to look at the
relationship between the statutory and
voluntary faith sector. Some of the most
effective and innovative social work is done
within the voluntary sector. We
need to bring home that we
have a vital role to play.”
Now, as he heads into
retirement, Lindsay is leaving
some large shoes to fill (in
more ways than one!). Yet
his tenure over the past 19
years will leave a legacy which
will reverberate for years to
come for the countless people
impacted by his work, and
a foundation for the gospel
of social witness to flourish
further.

PERSONAL VIEW

Life lessons
Claire Arian

Co-founder of Hamsayeh International
I’m a County Antrim girl and a dairy farmer’s daughter
and was brought up outside Broughshane, near Slemish
mountain (I still adore this place). I’m the eldest of three and
all of us had the privilege of being brought up in a Christian
home and taken to Second Broughshane Presbyterian regularly.
After becoming a Christian I began to take a deep interest
in the lives of overseas missionaries. Their sacrificial lives
intrigued me, while at the same time I began
to realise that billions still had yet to hear the
gospel, even just once. This bothered me deeply
– the injustice of it (and still bothers me). Over
the next 10 years I was determined prayerfully
to understand God’s plan for my life and slowly
God made it very clear that I was to serve as a
missionary with PCI in Malawi. From 1997 to
2004 I taught and was involved in the leadership
of Karonga Girls’ School as well as being an active
part of SCOM (Student Christian Organisation
of Malawi). Finally, realising that my time in
Malawi was complete, I returned to the UK as
my heart was still stirred towards the unreached of the world,
particularly Muslims. I needed further study to investigate
this more fully and so I enrolled in a degree programme at All
Nations Christian College, England.
Despite arriving back to the UK single at the age of 36, God
had another exciting plan for me and that was for me to meet
and marry Amir, a Muslim-background believer from the
Middle East, in 2009. We felt compelled to start Hamsayeh
International as Amir had a calling to reach his own people,
contextually and linguistically with the gospel and see them
grow into mature believers. I was excited to join him in this
new season of ministry.
During this time of lockdown Amir started an internet radio
station in Farsi called Hamdam Radio (www.hamdam.co).
As it runs 24/7 and can be listened to anywhere in the world,
accessing appropriate teaching and preaching and creating new
programmes, it is a full-time job for him. I juggle many balls
from teaching and leading our English outreach classes, leading
Bible studies and offering pastoral care to Farsi-speaking
women, as well as overseeing our
team that runs the organisation. It’s
busy but immensely rewarding.

Through my years in Malawi there was a constancy in my
closeness to God, a closeness born out of utter dependence on
him for everything. For safety, health, for healing from diseases,
for protection on the roads, help to work cross-culturally. God
was everything to me – I was completely surrendered to him
and had a daily awareness that without him I couldn’t exist, let
alone be fruitful in ministry.
My greatest honour is to be a mother to my
darling little boy, Jalal, who turned 10 this
summer. Having nearly died giving birth to
him, he’s my delight and I pray daily that I
can be the mother he needs me to be to see
him bloom and flourish into the man God has
purposed him to be.
The person I most admire is my husband, a
man of courage who experiences daily what it
is to lose all for the sake of following Christ.
My favourite hymn is Amazing Grace. I was that wretch he
saved and one day I will be ‘finally home’ through no merits of
my own. I’m just so grateful for his salvation and a daily walk
with him.
My most character-building experience was suffering from
burnout a few years ago and realising my responsibility as
a believer is to abide in Christ and he will bring the fruit in
his own way ( John 15). A hard lesson for someone who loves
activity!
When I was a teenager I asked my grandmother if she would
change anything about her life if she had to live it again. She
paused and after a few moments of reflection said, “I wish I had
given more of it to serving Christ”. So taking this into account,
I have tried to live my life purposefully for Christ.
At Hamsayeh we have experienced 10 years of God’s
faithfulness and we want to mark such an occasion by having
a massive celebration. So please join us over the weekend of
23/24 September 2022 to hear more. Everyone is welcome.
(Please see www.hiuk.org for all the latest details.)
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Creating opportunities
in north Belfast

Suzanne Hamilton takes a look at how International Meeting Point’s Op Shop is building
relationships in the communities it serves.

I

nternational Meeting Point’s Op
Shop in north Belfast is certainly well
named. This Opportunity Shop is
providing plentiful chances to reach
out into the local community.
Opened in 2019, the shop is a
collaboration between North Belfast
Presbytery and PCI’s Council for
Mission in Ireland. Its aim is to reach
out into the local community by
providing quality nearly-new clothes and
equipment for children up to early teens
at affordable prices.
By being sited at Carlisle Circus – one
of Belfast’s interface areas – it naturally
reaches into Northern Ireland’s two
divided communities as well as with
immigrant families who have settled in
the city.
Project leader Keith Preston describes
the Op Shop as win-win. As well as a
means for connecting with the wider
community and building relationships,
it allows members of Presbyterian
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congregations to get involved, either by
donating or by helping in the shop. Zoë
Bruce, wife of current PCI Moderator, is
among those to volunteer.
Shop manager Frances Jackson and the
team of volunteers work hard at creating
a welcoming space – it is more like a
boutique than a charity shop; more like a
community hub than a store.

It’s just growing in faith
with these people and
offering them the light
into the darkness.

“It’s not just the selling of the clothes.
It’s also the prayer ministry and the
pastoral care that we really hone in on,
which is great. And we know everybody,”
explains Frances, adding, “They’re your
friends, they’re not customers.”
She tells stories of countless people
who have come into the shop and
unburdened themselves – drug addicts,
alcoholics, gamblers, a grandmother
mourning the loss of her baby
granddaughter, a mother still traumatised
by her son’s suicide years before, people
living with a cancer diagnosis. All have
found comfort in the Op Shop.
“If I could put a plaque across the top
of the shop doorway, it would be ‘I don’t
know why I came into this wee shop’.
So many people come in and say, ‘I don’t
know why I came into this wee shop, I
don’t have anybody to buy for,’ and I say
to them, ‘Well isn’t it lovely that you’ve
come in. You can have a browse and sure
we can have a wee chat’…before you

know it, they’re offloading their stories.”
For some, it is the first time that they
have been able to unburden themselves,
but each is offered a listening ear, the
time to tell their story, and prayer. Many
return time and again to update Frances
and her team on how they are getting on.
“It’s just growing in faith with these
people and offering them the light into
the darkness,” she says.
The shop has also been able to help
many international families newly arrived
to the city. People from Somalia, Nigeria,
Syria, Eritrea, Romania and Zimbabwe
are among those to make north Belfast
their home. Frances tells of one mother
who had to flee Somalia after her
husband and sister were shot. She now
lives in Northern Ireland with eight
children – her own five children and her
sister’s three daughters. The shop was able
to provide clothes for the children, and
one of the volunteers generously paid for
a much-needed washing machine and
tumble dryer. “She was ecstatic, she cried,
she hugged, loved, it didn’t matter about
Covid,” recalls Frances.
Not even the pandemic could stop
the work of the shop. Frances was keen
to continue working, by cleaning and
sorting donations at the shop. As the
lockdown dragged on, people were
getting in touch to say their children
had outgrown their clothes. She was
able to ascertain their sizes and set items
aside in the living room of a nearby
apartment connected to IMP so that they
could get what they needed while still
socially distanced. “We had to help the
community,” says Frances.
Thankfully, the lifting of restrictions
means that Frances and her team
of around 20 volunteers are back to
doing what they love best – serving the
community. One of those volunteers,
Fahima, knows what it is like to be a
stranger in a new country, having arrived
in Belfast from Iran with her husband

Because of the shop, and
because of meeting
people there, we started
a Bible study…
and son. She has worked in the Op Shop
since it opened and says it helps her
English improve and makes her happy.
“The people are lovely and the volunteers
coming here are very smiley and very
friendly,” she says, adding, “My family
is in Iran, but they are the same as my
family.”
Like a family, and indeed the church,
there are many parts to it and roles
to fill. As well as serving in the shop,
volunteers are needed to sort and
organise the donations. This is a task
faithfully carried out by Brenda Nicholl
and Rosemary Usher. They explain that
items are quarantined before they are
then sorted into sizes and categories. If
a donation is unsuitable for the shop, it
is passed on to Malawi. “I hate seeing
anything going to waste,” says Rosemary.
Both she and Brenda, who both attend
the same church and are friends as well
as volunteers together, prefer this role as
it is behind the scenes. They know their
work is appreciated though, with Brenda
saying, “There’s a space for everybody.”
Through its welcoming atmosphere
and the friendly team behind it, the Op
Shop is a perfect showcase for the work
of International Meeting Point (IMP) in
north Belfast.
Through connections made in the
shop, staff can direct customers to
other projects being run nearby by
IMP. Keith says two tangible fruits
are English classes and a group for
parent and toddlers, which is attended
predominately by Somalian and Arabspeaking mothers, who all stay for the
prayer time at the end of each session.
The work is always evolving, as IMP

strives to identify and fill needs within
the community. Retired deaconess Eileen
Black has recently come on board, and
it is hoped that she will take over the
running of the parents and toddlers’
group as well as assist in the shop, where
she can get to know local families and
build relationships.
Efforts are also underway to recruit an
evangelist, who will run a drop-in centre
in Memorial Hall – a former church
hall behind the shop. Further down
the line, in conjunction with West Kirk
Presbyterian, IMP hopes to be part of a
church plant at Carlisle Circus.
Keith says the local presbytery’s
backing has been essential to IMP’s
work in the area. “It wouldn’t work
without huge support from North Belfast
Presbytery.”
As well as partly funding the shop
manager’s role, the presbytery has
donated the shop and also the threebedroom apartment around the corner.
“Because of the shop, and because of
meeting people there, we started a Bible
study in that apartment.” Those attending
include a Chinese lady, a former Jehovah
Witness who is now a Christian, an
Iranian, and those from republican and
loyalist backgrounds. “We’re building
a Bible study of believers and nonbelievers,” says Keith.
When the Op Shop opened two years
ago, presbytery clerk Trevor Long was
quoted as saying, “This initiative is an
opportunity to help, an opportunity to
offer friendship and an opportunity for
people to get a bargain in the process. It
is wonderful to be able to demonstrate
a living Christian witness of practical
love and care, particularly on this site,
which was once home to one our biggest
churches.” Despite the disruption of a
pandemic, this vision continues to bear
fruit, and the future looks bright for IMP
and for all those the staff and volunteers
encounter in north Belfast.
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A warning for students
A ‘chance’ meeting with the friend of a friend led to months of involvement with a secretive
cult for Zoe* during her time at university in Dublin. Now Zoe and her mother Carol* are keen
to warn others of the dangers of Shincheonji and their tactics. They shared their story with
Ruth Garvey-Williams. (*names changed)

I

n summer 2019, Zoe did an
internship at a Dublin university.
Part of a loving Christian family and
an active member of the Christian
Union, Zoe is an intelligent young
woman who is keen to go deeper in her
faith.
“I bumped into a girl who was friendly
with another close friend. When she
asked to go for coffee, I was surprised but
thought she was just being friendly,” Zoe
said.
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After the coffee, the young woman
suggested meeting again to study the
Bible. When they met in a local park,
the young woman asked if Zoe had
questions about the Bible. Afterwards,

…the original invitation
to coffee was a deliberate
attempt to draw her into
the group.

she messaged to say she had met a man
who could answer Zoe’s questions.
Although initially cautious, Zoe says,
“Because I knew her, I agreed to meet
up with them both. [This man] seemed
to know the Bible really well and the
three of us began meeting several times a
week. He would jump from place to place
[in the Bible] and it impressed me that
he was able to do that. I was amazed at
his knowledge.” Eventually they invited
Zoe to join an intensive six-month Bible

study programme.
“They began saying we should not
tell anyone and used Micah 7:5 to back
it up. The other girl was sure that she
would not tell her family, so I did not tell
anyone either,” Zoe said. “In October, I
began the lessons. There were six of us. I
didn’t realise then but there was always
one who was learning and one who had
brought them along (a recruiter like the
girl who brought me).
“Eventually, I had lessons on my own. I
was told I was learning quicker than the
others. The man was very respectful; it
wasn’t dangerous in that sense but it was
important that I was never late. I couldn’t
miss a single session and they wanted to
know everything I was doing. I wasn’t
able to go home as much and I had to lie
to my parents.”
Zoe was told that she needed to learn
without interference. Soon she was told
about a ‘graduation’ ceremony that would
allow her to join the main meetings. This
would involve travelling to London (a
trip that Zoe was to keep secret from her
family even though it meant missing a
family event).
There was increasing pressure to attend
meetings and give money to the group.
“They did not want us to ask questions. I
think I was brought on quicker because I
didn’t question anything. In hindsight, I
wish I had!” Zoe said.
Back at home, mum Carol became
increasingly concerned that Zoe didn’t
seem to want to visit anymore but the
family still had no idea what was going
on.
Zoe found herself under pressure to
attend meetings even to the detriment of
her studies. “They laughed when I talked
about college grades. They told me I had
never really understood the Bible before
and that my life was so much better
now that I was part of the group,” Zoe
explained. “I didn’t see the people I loved
and I stopped meeting with friends. They
make you believe that your family will

be going to heaven because of you. That
was a big motivation. I wanted the best
for my family. I thought if I didn’t go my
family would lose out on eternal life. I
hate lying but I kept on going with it.”
The group expected Zoe to be at a
meeting on Christmas Eve and told her
to lie to her parents, something they
described as ‘wisdom’. Carol begged Zoe
not to go back to Dublin. “I told her, ‘I
want you here for Christmas Eve’ but she
went anyway. I could not understand it. I
thought, ‘This is not Zoe.’”

What is alarming is the
number of dedicated
young Christians who
have been lured into this
group without the
knowledge of their
families.
The meetings Zoe attended were
presented from the Shincheonji ‘church’
in South Korea. “We had to wear black
trousers and a white shirt and we all sat
on the floor. You had to bow your head
when the leader, Lee Man Hee, came on.
This man thought he was the new ‘John’
that it talks about in Revelation. He also
referred to himself as the ‘advocate’ – and
said he was the only person who could
interpret Scripture and that he alone was
able to unlock the true meaning of the
Bible.”
Zoe discovered that the girl who had
recruited her into the group was called
a ‘harvester’ – the original invitation to
coffee was a deliberate attempt to draw
her into the group.
“The man I was meeting in Ireland was
from Austria. He had been ordered by
the group to move to Ireland with only
two days’ notice to become a ‘harvester’
and a teacher for Shincheonji. There

Shincheonji (SCJ) originates in South
Korea and has been operating in
Ireland since 2018. The group
recruits young Christian students
through cold contact, one-to-one
interviews on university campuses
or by acting under the guise of

was a lot of importance placed on me
becoming a harvester too – going out
to find people who were potential new
recruits. We would stand on Grafton
Street and ask people questions. We had
to figure out if people might be suitable
and write a report,” she added.
The group would target young men
and women in churches or Christian
Union meetings, befriending them
and persuading them to come along to
Shincheonji meetings, in the same way
Zoe had been recruited.
Everything finally came to a head in
February 2020. The whole family was
invited to a party but Zoe told them she
could not go.
“We were out for a walk and I told
her, ‘Surely you can miss one week’ but
she kept making up excuses,” Carol said.
“I kept pushing her until eventually she
said, ‘You will think I’m crazy.’”
Zoe’s father reassured her, gently and
patiently encouraging her to tell them the
truth about what had been happening.
“Whenever I was trying to tell my
parents, it was so hard. I felt guilty telling
them because I wasn’t supposed to.
Telling them was such a relief but I was
so brainwashed at the time. Thankfully
they stayed calm and didn’t overreact,”
Zoe said.
Carol and her husband could tell
something was seriously wrong. They
suggested that Zoe talk to their church
minister. After months of manipulation,
it wasn’t easy to get through to Zoe.

Alpha. (Since Covid they’ve also used social media.) The
group refers to a method of “unlocking the secrets” of the
Bible. It is controlling and secretive, requiring high levels of
commitment and engagement. On Premier Christian News,
Nicky Gumbel warned about the dangers of the group.
(www.premierchristian.news/en/news/article/nicky-gumbelwarns-of-potentially-dangerous-cult)
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“I think the key issue was that they were
telling her to lie to her parents,” the
minister said.
Gradually he showed Zoe how the
group were misusing Scripture and
highlighted how the claims they were
making were not right. “It was evident
that these teachings were destructive.
They manipulated the deep love she
has for her family. Telling Zoe that her
grandparents’ salvation depended on her
obedience to the group was a complete
twisting of the Word of God.”
Although there appeared to be a
breakthrough, Carol was still concerned.
“I was so afraid to let Zoe go back to
Dublin. If she had met with the wrong
person, they would have pulled her right
back in.”
Together with their minister, Carol
and her husband supported Zoe as she
left the group. They encouraged her to
reconnect with friends and began to
search the internet to find out more
about Shincheonji. They discovered an
alarming pattern of manipulation and
spiritual abuse.
“We’ve learnt about other students
who’ve got involved with the cult. These
were intelligent young women and men
with a real desire to know God’s Word.
In most cases, they came from loving

Christian homes. They were deliberately
targeted. Some have not been able to get
free.”
During the first lockdown, Zoe
returned home for the remainder of her
degree course. “Being at home was really
helpful,” she said. “It was important to
cut connections until they knew they
would not be able to pull me back in. I
got back in touch with my church and
with friends from the Christian Union.”
Today Zoe feels she is fortunate to have
escaped. She sees the impact on others
who have been unable to break free and
has realised how she was being taken
away from her family.
“Like other cults Shincheonji take
texts out of context,” Zoe’s minister
added. “The way that they teach is
controlling and manipulative and add
to that all the secrecy, they are putting
people into bondage.
“What is alarming is the number of
dedicated young Christians who have
been lured into this group without the
knowledge of their families. I contacted
the head of Christian Unions Ireland
(CUI) to alert them to the dangers of
Shincheonji and spoke to church leaders
in Monaghan, Down, Antrim, Louth,
Dublin and Wicklow – the pastors of
people Zoe had met in the group. In

each instance, none of the families were
aware of their child’s involvement with
Shincheonji.
“I believe we must engage with our
committed young adult Christians
who have a desire to grow in grace
through sound teaching and doctrine.
We need to ask some serious questions
of ourselves in church leadership about
how we are equipping our people to
face the challenges of a secular world.
False teachers are preying on our most
committed young Christians with
enticements to teaching which distorts
the gospel.”
This article was first published in Vox
magazine.
Ruth Garvey-Williams is the editor of Vox
magazine.

Presbyterian perspective
As Head of Safeguarding for the Presbyterian Church in
Ireland, I was disturbed to hear about the existence of this
cult and the methods it uses to ‘recruit’ and maintain control
over young people. However, having worked in the field of
exploitation for a lengthy period, I could clearly see all the
hallmarks of deliberate grooming behaviour in this practice,
including:
• gaining the trust of a young person by using someone
(even vaguely) known to them in order to get them to
meet with a ‘harvester’ for the cult;
• isolating them from their family and friends, so that they
cannot be dissuaded to depart from the cult;
• fulfilling a need by purporting to be able to help them
really understand the Bible properly;
• being controlling, and insisting on attendance
at meetings and events, without choice, thereby
maintaining control.
There is nothing healthy, in a spiritual sense or otherwise,
about such tactics to control another human being.
Dr Jacqui Montgomery-Devlin, PCI’s Head of Safeguarding
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University is an incredibly exciting and important time
for our young men and women. It’s the time when they go
away from the safety and security of their family and home
congregation and begin to explore and encounter different
ideas and ways of thinking that, perhaps, they haven’t
encountered before.
That’s why it’s vitally important that all of us, particularly
our university students, are fluent in the content and
substance of the gospel of Jesus Christ and familiar with the
fundamentals of the orthodox and historic Reformed faith
from an early age.
A robust and dynamic knowledge of that which is
authentic and true is the best defence against that which is
counterfeit and false.
Rev Craig Lynn
Minister, Rathcoole Presbyterian Church
Convener, Universities and Colleges Chaplaincy committee

AS I SEE IT...

A centenary and the
church’s mission
Trevor Morrow

O

f the 100 years since Northern Ireland was formed, I, as
of unionist and republican nationalism of 1921 no longer exists.
an Ulsterman born to the sound of Lambeg drums, have The Republic in which I have lived and ministered for close to
spent over one third of its existence in the Republic of
four decades is not only not a Roman Catholic state but is possibly
Ireland.
more secular than Northern Ireland. What then is the mission of
The rationale of Northern Ireland was an expression of the
God to which we are called today as those who are members of
resurgent nationalism of that era in which it was thought helpful to churches on the totality of the island? It cannot be surely the mere
create national boundaries based on cultural and religious identity.
preservation of our identity despite the numerical decline in church
An all-Ireland state would make the Protestants in the minority, so
membership and the waning influence of the church on public
to alleviate their fears, six counties, in which the Protestant majority policy, North and South.
could be guaranteed, was constituted as Northern Ireland within
I think two clear commands of Christ are before us in terms of
the United Kingdom. The Churches then, as now, were all-Ireland
the missio ecclesiae for Ireland. First, we are to make disciples of all
institutions. How then did the creation of
nations/peoples and that must include the
Northern Ireland affect their understanding
British Irish and the non-British Irish in
…as all-Ireland
of their mission on the island?
that “every nation tribe and tongue” will be
Churches…we will need part of this. Second, we are to seek first the
Expressing and preserving their identity
was essentially their mission. We see this in
of God and his justice so that the
radical communities that kingdom
three ways. First, structures were clarified to
prayer Jesus taught us may become a reality,
ensure that their branch of the Church would will be known above all
that his kingdom will come and that his rule
be maintained by servicing congregations
done.
else for practising grace. willSo,bewhat
or parishes in their tradition. This was
does this mean in practice? If the
particularly so in parishes of the Church of
kingdom of God is first in our thinking, then
Ireland and in home mission congregations for the Presbyterians
the church as a sign of that kingdom, must be willing to adapt to
and Methodists and especially in border areas and those scattered
whatever political structures on this island would best express and
throughout the island.
extend the kingdom, both in terms of evangelism and in pursuing
Second, in terms of education. In the Republic of Ireland schools
the justice of God. The new social order in Christ in which Jews
were primarily under Roman Catholic Church patronage. This
and Gentiles are one did not mean that Jews ceased to be Jews or
enabled the Protestants to have their own schools and so express
Romans ceased to be Romans. Our expectations are; therefore, that
and maintain their identity. In the North, again, education was
whatever institutions will be in place in the future that might best
segregated with Roman Catholics having their own schools and
enable the coming of the kingdom of God, unionists will not cease
the Protestants attending schools, which, although under the
to be unionists and nationalists will not cease to be nationalists.
state, nevertheless had key board appointments to maintain the
For us, in the Reformed catholic tradition, we cherish what
Protestant ethos.
Christ has done for us as sinners in terms of his amazing grace.
The third key aspect was that the majority Church or Churches
If as all-Ireland Churches with a heart for the kingdom rule of
in the two jurisdictions could now influence social morality
God, we will need radical communities that will be known above
according to their respective traditions and again to express and
all else for practising grace. On the basis that God did not treat us
preserve their identity. Protestants may have been aghast that
as we deserved but instead for us became a servant, who died for
potential legislation in the Dail was first sent to Drumcondra for
our sins, then it would be transformative to our mission to have
the approval of John Charles McQuaid, the Archbishop. However,
communities that would serve, seek justice and love extravagantly
the majority Protestant Church in the new Northern state was
those who are different from us and may even have caused us
Presbyterian. In the DNA of the Presbyterian Church is a belief
unimaginable pain. In this way we will be a blessing to all of Ireland
in a national or state Church in which the rule of Christ can be
and we will experience a foretaste of that day when Lambeg drums
expressed. So, the Presbyterian Church became the unionist party
will sound the rhythm for Irish dancers as they enter the City of
at prayer. They used their influence to effect an expression of their
God.
Reformed social morality.
Today the situation is radically different. A secular world view is
Very Rev Dr Trevor Morrow is minister emeritus of Lucan
the prevailing faith commitment in both jurisdictions. The rationale Presbyterian and a former PCI Moderator.
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More trust

O

ver the last few years reality
talent shows have become
somewhat of a Saturday night
staple in our house. It was
while watching one such show, namely
The Voice, that we learned the name Leah
McFall. It wasn’t merely the fact that
Leah hailed from Northern Ireland that
made her instantly loveable; there was
something uniquely wonderful about her
and her talent.
Today Leah is appearing on my screen
once again, but this time it’s via Zoom.
As we make our introductions I’m already
struck by her openness and down-toearth nature. Leah is 38 weeks pregnant
with her second child; she already
has a 19-month-old son, and despite
only finishing work yesterday, she has
interviews lined up about her book until
a few days before she’s due to give birth.
This is a woman who is clearly driven and
passionate about what she does.
Leah has always known a love for music
which she attributes to her dad who kept
a huge eclectic collection of music and was
himself a singer, singing at church and at
weddings. She says, “When I was a child,
my favourite toy was my voice. I would see
what different noises I could make with it.
I would practise different riffs and how to
change my tone and I felt free in that.”
Leah’s new book is called More Trust:
Giving our dreams to the trustworthy
One. She admits that trust is the biggest
struggle for her when it comes to her faith.

…sometimes dreaming
the dream is actually
better than living it.
“When we’re children we instinctively
trust, but then things happen in life that
break your heart; you start to not give full
control over, even to God. I went through
family breakdown and bereavement; I lost
my sister, my only sister, in a car accident.
From then I started to question whether
I was safe. But I always felt God asking
me to remain in him, to stay with him
and I would bear fruit if I just let him
consistently feed into me.
“I wanted to be a singer so I moved
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Lisa Skinner chats to The Voice star Leah McFall about her new book.
to London when I was 20, on my own.
I started gigging to literally no one but
Billy the barman. Then I went through
a process of having A&Rs [Artists and
Repertoire division, responsible for talent
casting] showing up telling me I was the
next big thing – then they would never
come back. I used to go to management
companies and wait behind gates, then
sneak in on their lunch break to try and
leave off my demo, only for them to
email me to say, ‘Can you respect the gate
please!’”
Leah grafted for years until she was
eventually scouted for The Voice. At first,
she was sceptical about entering the
reality talent show; she was aware that
her family heartbreak would come out
and she wouldn’t have any control over it;
she worried it might be handled wrongly.
Leah also knew she wanted to be an
artist but not simply famous for fame’s
sake. Despite these initial reservations
she entered the show and to her surprise
did really well. She became a favourite
of judge Will-i-am, who mentored her
and with whom she performed in the
final, ultimately finishing second in the
competition.
Before Leah knew it, she was in Los
Angeles writing with the top songwriters
in the industry. She made an album with
Will-i-am, but due to politics and the
nature of the industry, it was shelved,
which also meant that she had to see out
her contract – waiting for a couple of years
until she could become an independent
artist and release her own music. Leah
refers to this time in the book as her
‘desert place’.
“I’d really felt God’s blessing and felt
close to him on The Voice; I was so nervous
that I clung to God. I spent all my time
backstage with worship in my ears and
Scripture on my knees. Then to be brought
to a point where everything fell through
my fingers left me asking him – are you
to be trusted? At that point I grounded
myself in Scripture again. He continued
telling me to remain in him. Through
Scripture he fed me and uplifted me.”
Leah cites this desert time in her life
as the most transformational in terms of
her walk with God. “I was grieving my
dreams and once you start grieving one

thing sometimes you go back and grieve
everything. That is very much what I did. I
started grieving my sister all over again. It
was at that point that my mum told me to
look at the Old Testament. It is there that
we find people in real hardship but God
meets them in that hardship. I realised he
is to be fully trusted because I could see he
was fully there in those times.”

…the destination
promised to us is heaven,
the rest of it is just a
journey.
Relevant
Leah hopes that her book will encourage
her generation to read Scripture. It is part
of SPCK’s More> series which aims to
encourage younger people not to think
of the Bible as outdated but rather as a
relevant text for life today.
Leah previously contributed to a book
called Fearfully Made, to help young
people overcome fear and anxiety; she’s
written a song about mental health
(Freckles) and she’s been working in that
sphere with AWARE over the last number
of years. Leah believes that our biggest
battles are over identity and self-worth
and social media doesn’t help with that. In
the book she explores the desire of people
to live an extraordinary life but identifies
that a lot of beauty is to be found in an
ordinary life.
She comments, “In my opinion lives
are only really full and complete when
they’re rooted in a God who loves you
unconditionally, no matter what you do.
We can live in the freedom of knowing
that we are loved. What is more, God may
have gifted you in ways that you don’t
even know yet. That really hit me with
the album coming to an end – it opened
a new door into worship and also the
opportunity to write a book. I thought
‘I’m not a writer!’, yet it came much more
naturally than I ever imagined. I thought
I only had one gift but God had given me
so much more.”
Leah wants to encourage young people
to seek God through his Word and prayer

so they can discern between what is
real and steadfast and what is false and
fleeting in this world. She believes that
if we encourage our young people to get
into the Bible, they will grow into resilient
disciples who will not waver.
“Scripture tells us that seasons come
and go, yet we live in a culture that is
destination obsessed. We have a goal we
want to reach and once we get there, we
think that will be utopia. That is not what
God promised; the destination promised
to us is heaven, the rest of it is just a
journey. It’s a lie that we’ll be happy if we
have that thing or reach that goal. I’ve met
people who have reached their goals and
it’s never enough. Millionaires want to be
billionaires. The goalposts keep moving
and that doesn’t cultivate contentment.
The year I spent in LA was one of the
loneliest times of my life; sometimes
dreaming the dream is actually better than
living it.”
Leah is still making music; she prays
before every songwriting session because
she knows the responsibility of writing
lyrics. While working with Universal
Records, there were lyrics she was asked to
sing that, because of her faith, she refused
to, despite it branding her ‘hard to work
with’. Leah strives to deliver a message
that is hopeful and encouraging. This
influences her music whether it is worship
songs or secular music.
After many peaks and troughs Leah
is now enjoying a time of being still and
appreciating God’s good gifts. In the last
few years, she has gotten married, given
birth to her son, written a book and
released a couple of singles. Now as she
prepares to welcome her second child, she
is hoping to take time to relax and enjoy
this next season of life before releasing a
worship project next year. She reminds me
that God gave us life to
enjoy and she plans to do
just that.
Leah McFall’s book More
Trust: Giving our dreams
to the trustworthy One
is available for £7.99
from Faith Mission
Bookshops.
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Side by side – online & off

In September, Presbyterian Women launched and premiered its annual conference completely online for the
first time in its history. Rebecca McConnell tuned in as the extended theme of ‘Side by Side’ was explored.

W

ith my laptop on my
knee, I click play on the
Presbyterian Women’s
conference. Among
greetings from the PW president Heather
Clements, praise pieces by Erin McBride
and Emma Smyth in Wellington
Presbyterian Church, and updates on
home and away projects, are two talks by
guest speaker Sophie de Witt.
Sophie grew up in Cornwall and
worked in international development,
based in London, before moving to South
Africa. She is the author of Compared to
Her and One-to-One, a popular conference
speaker, and evidently can add online
conference speaker to her repertoire/CV.
Speaking from her home in Cape Town,
Sophie shared her passion for side by
side ministry and spoke under two main
topic headings – the why of side by side
ministry, and also the how.
“God is not just working towards
Christian maturity for believers on an
individual level – but for the whole body
of Christ. My growth is tied to your
growth and vice versa – one which every
kingdom citizen has a role to play.”
Explaining how side by side ministry
can be achieved, Sophie acknowledged
the many options, reflecting on how Jesus
used different approaches to be side by
side. Sometimes it was one-on-one, like
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the woman at the well. Sometimes it was
with the 12 disciples and thus became a
form of strategic multiplication, going
deep as they spent regular time and ‘doing
life’ together. Other times it was looking
at Scripture and teasing out the meaning
with questions. She talked of the three
personal ministry tools – praying, caring
and sharing.
Examples of groups demonstrating
these tools was evident in the video
sequence included in the conference,
as various groups from Ballycarry
to Kilfennan shared what they were
thankful for during the lockdowns and
read out Bible verses that meant a lot to
them during that difficult period. As a
member from Joymount in Carrickfergus
explained, they tried everything from
devotions on social media to a monthly
paper newsletter and also socially
distanced doorstep visits to be side by
side with women, not just from their

Women growing in faith
together and reaching
out to others is at the
heart of what
Presbyterian Women is
all about…

congregation but also those outside of it.
As I press pause to take a break just
after the montage of clips from various
Presbyterian Women members, my mind
starts recalling another Presbyterian
Women event I reported on for the
Herald back in September 2011. It was a
joint event between Presbyterian Women
and Focusfest, held in a packed Assembly
Hall. One of the keynote speakers, author
Elisa Morgan, who had travelled over
from the United States, focused her talk
on the story of Mark 14 about the woman
with the alabaster jar coming to Jesus and
pouring the perfume on his feet. Part of
Elisa’s message was to reiterate that the
woman “did what she could”, that famous
verse from Mark 14:8.
As I make a cup of tea, I reflect how,
in a pandemic, PW groups and women
around Ireland ‘did what they could’. It
was evident in the short video clips that
groups had sent in for part of the online
celebration, that WhatsApp groups for
prayer were set up, meetings on Zoom
organised and in all, women cared for
each other as best they could under the
limitations and with creativity.
God is always preparing us for what
lies ahead. Sometimes it takes us a
while to even recognise where he has
been preparing us along the way. This
joint event held a decade ago, when the

Assembly Hall was filled, had a buzz of
fellowship that had to be calmed as the
meeting started. There was a sense of
connection and above all worship.
Fast forward to September 2021 and
it was a different sense of connection
– utilising the power of WiFi – as
women watched and worshipped,
either in their homes or in church halls,
socially distanced with masks on. The
women sang along to the worship songs
and prayed. And we know that God
recognised their act of worship whether
they did it alone or in small groups.
As I close the web browser, I wonder
what God’s message from September
2021 is preparing Presbyterian Women
for in the year and indeed years ahead?
To get a steer on the response to the
conference, I arrange a Microsoft Teams
chat with Pauline Kennedy, PCI’s
Women’s Ministry and PW Development
Officer.
“I have been deeply encouraged by how
groups responded to the pandemic and
also the conference being online only –
we heard of groups meeting in their halls
on Saturday 11 September, organising
coffee and scones and stopping the video
at certain points to enjoy the refreshments
or to talk over what Sophie had said. They
couldn’t always stop us when they wanted
to in the Assembly Hall! We want to
thank everyone who logged in to watch
it and if you haven’t had the chance to
watch it, the beauty of this year is you can
still tune in.”
Acknowledging the different work
and preparation required for the online
conference, Pauline said, “We learnt
a lot and I think groups had a similar
experience too during the pandemic,
Facebook feedback:

We know women have a
significant part to play in
the body of believers…
embracing technology to support their
members. I’ve heard of some groups
getting younger women attending because
women came round to help their mums
log in to their Zoom meetings and stayed
to watch. Groups using WhatsApp for
the first time got to know women from
a different generation because it was a
platform they were familiar with and
could engage in.
“I heard of a group who had a faceto-face meeting for the first time
since lockdown and they came out
of it buzzing, not just because they
met together, but because they grew
together in the lockdown period, had an
understanding of what each other was
going through and so could support and
pray for each other in a deeper, more
meaningful way.”
Women growing in faith together
and reaching out to others is at the
heart of what Presbyterian Women is
all about, and they want this to be their
continued focus going forward. “We
initially launched Side by Side as four

Judith McMonagle
Thank you! Watched by Christ Church
ladies in Dundonald! Greetings to all!

Muriel Crooks
We watched the
conference in Trinity
Presbyterian Church in
Ballymoney and were
really blessed with the
worship and challenged
and encouraged by
Sophie’s teaching. It was
a great morning and
we thoroughly enjoyed
being together for
fellowship once more. Thank you.

Heidi England
Thank you to all involved in today’s
conference. It was so worthwhile,
challenging and uplifting.

Liz Hamilton
So much packed into 90 minutes.
Lovely to get caught up with projects,
news and deaconess training. Sophie

Heather Greer
Sophie de Witt was very encouraging,
singing was perfect (loved Turn Your
Eyes Upon Jesus) and all the other
contributors made for a very enjoyable
morning. Well done everyone.
Kilkinamurry PW.

different roadshow events in 2019, trying
to encourage congregations to think
differently about how they do women’s
ministry and to encourage leaders of
women’s groups to go deeper in their
relationships with each other. Amazingly,
the pandemic has accelerated the need
to do this and we know the Lord has
worked in that, and deeper relationships
have been forged.
“In the conference talks, Sophie de
Witt had an amazing challenge for us in
terms of how groups can contribute to
the corporate maturity of its members –
what does that look like? In this refining
period of the pandemic, we need to be
asking big questions – are we fulfilling
our purpose, how do we move forward?
It’s a painful conversation to have, but
prayerfully searching, asking God for his
leading – how do we reach out to the next
generation of women? We know women
have a significant part to play in the body
of believers – are we enabling them to
fulfil their potential?”
In her final comments, Pauline
acknowledged the financial support even
through the pandemic, “I’d like to pay
tribute to the generosity of Presbyterian
Women who despite the challenges of not
being able to have physical events, still
contributed at a time when it wasn’t easy.”
Watch the conference via www.
presbyterianireland.org/PresbyterianWomen
AnnualConference2021

certainly challenged us
all. One of our members
had brought us poppy
seeds to grow. How
poignant! Scatter the
seeds of our faith journey.
Greetings to all from
Second Comber.
El Jones
Thank you to everyone
who brought us together
this morning in praise, in prayer, for
fellowship and teaching. Thanks to
Sophie we are leaving motivated and
equipped to pray, to care and to share,
relying on God’s strength and leading.
God bless. Roseyards PW.
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REVIEWS

Unless otherwise stated all resources are available from your local
Faith Mission Bookshop or online www.fmbookshops.com

The Christmas Story
Dr Keith McIlroy and Andrew
Dickson
AMBASSADOR INTERNATIONAL

£7.99

«««««

This devotional book for Advent was
created by two members of High Kirk
Presbyterian Church, Ballymena. Dr
Keith McIlroy, who is currently an elder
in the congregation and is entering
ministry training, has written 25
reflections for the month of December,
in preparation for Christmas. Andrew
Dickson has written a poem for each
day, highlighting the specific theme of
that day and giving readers a chance to
ponder the message in a fresh way.
The reflections don’t only cover the
Christmas story in isolation, rather it is
included in the perspective of the wider
biblical narrative of why Jesus came
to earth; beginning with creation and
moving through the foretelling of his
coming, set out by the Old Testament
prophets.
Keith writes in a down-to-earth and
engaging style, picking out a specific
message from the Bible passage for
that day and weaving it together with
some observations of life and Christmas
traditions. Each one is short enough to
make it a manageable commitment to
read every day during Advent. Andrew’s
poetry is thought-provoking, with words
that are carefully chosen.
This little book is perfect for anyone
who is keen to fully embrace the season
of Advent and prepare themselves more
fully for the celebration of Christ’s birth. It
provides a good opportunity to distance
ourselves from the worldly distractions at
this time of the year and instead focus on
Jesus.
SH
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Sweaters Without Borders
Jacqui Davey
NOVUM PRO

£13.90

The Robot Will See You Now:
Artificial intelligence and the
Christian faith
««««« Edited by John Wyatt and Stephen
N. Williams

The clue is in the title. This delightfully
charming but also deeply challenging
novel takes us into the mind and
experiences of Jenny, a young, recently
widowed nurse, who accepts the
opportunity to take up knitting despite
being unable to master it while at
school. What starts as a hobby becomes
the means of Jenny changing lives for
the better around the world.
Jacqui Davey clearly knows the eight
countries to which she takes her readers.
Her descriptions of some of the problems
faced by people, in places which are
only a few hours away by plane, put our
complaints into a new perspective and
make us count our blessings.
She shows how a disaster can
become an opportunity for a seemingly
insignificant gift to transform a child’s, and
therefore a family’s, life.
It is easy to read. Optimistic in the face
of tragedy and sadness, here is a book
not just for knitters but for anyone who
wonders if their life at home can make
a difference to hurting people in the
poorest parts of our world.
This is Belfast author Jacqui Davey’s
first novel. I look forward to reading more
from her positive pen. Perhaps she’ll let us
know what happened next to Jenny. She
has certainly helped to lift the Covid-19
blues from my life!
JL

SPCK

£14.99

«««««

It’s important for theologians to think
out loud as new areas of technology,
policy and practice develop, rather than
carping from the sidelines when it’s too
late to stop the rot.
Artificial intelligence is no longer
science fiction but is firmly embedded
in our daily lives. Self-driving cars. Smart
assistants in your kitchen or on your
phone. Chatbots on bank websites. Drone
warplanes steering missiles towards
enemy targets identified without a human
in the loop. Omniscient online shopping
recommendations.
Edited by a neonatal paediatrician
and a professor of theology, this timely
book gathers together 14 chapters from
12 authors to analyse the background
to artificial intelligence along with some
theological responses and some ethical
concerns about AI’s potential roadmap.
It notes that Christianity, along
with other world religions, values
authenticity, relationship, compassion.
Can a mechanical or virtual presence truly
offer compassion? Can human dignity
be upheld in a world where algorithms
decide who is deserving of service and
who deserves and who is denied a drug
treatment?
While this book ponders whether we
need a theology of artificial intelligence,
the real question it provokes in the reader
is whether we need to re-examine our
theology of human beings, of valuing the
living, breathing, made in the image of
God, humankind.
AM

REVIEWERS

PE – Dr Patricia Eaton is an academic and an elder in Fitzroy
Presbyterian Church
GK – Rev Graeme Kennedy is minister of Ballygrainey Presbyterian

God is Not a White Man
Chine McDonald
HODDER & STOUGHTON

£16.99

«««««

A brilliant title for a book – as the
author puts it: “God’s miscategorisation
as a white man is no accident, but a
consequence of white men – whose
dominance has shaped history and
theology for centuries – creating God in
their image.”
Chine McDonald, who previously
worked for Evangelical Alliance and is
presently head of public engagement at
Christian Aid, shares her experience as a
black woman living and working in the UK
and in particular the sense of alienation
she has encountered even within the
Christian community.
As a white Christian who likes to
believe that our churches are open and
welcoming to all, I found Chine’s honesty
painful to read at times. She describes
what it felt like as a young five-year-old
arriving with her Nigerian parents on
their first visit to a local church in England
and being asked didn’t they know there
was a ‘Black church’ down the road. She
describes why the novel The Shack was so
liberating in its very different picture of
the Trinity: “We were excited…God looked
just like us.”
Countering the ‘white saviour complex’,
she speaks of the need to tell a different
history of the lands and people of Africa
depicting “a glorious image of a people of
strength, made in the image and likeness
of God, who persevere and who rise, even
in the face of oppression, injustice and
tragedy.”
I don’t agree with every theological
position Chine takes, but I can’t argue
with her story. It has given me pause for
thought, for question, for realisation and
for repentance.
LH

SH – Sarah Harding is editor of the Herald
JL – Rev Jack Lamb is the minister of Townsend Street Presbyterian
AM – Alan Meban attends Kilmakee Presbyterian and blogs as Alan in
Belfast
LH – Rev Dr Liz Hughes is the convener of the Council for Global Mission

Paul Distilled
Gary W. Burnett
WIPF & STOCK

£12.00

«««««

Do we need another book on the
writings of Paul, I hear you ask, as
surely all has been said that needs to
be said? While it is true that a lot has
been written through the centuries,
there is so much that remains a mystery
about this most enigmatic and dynamic
apostle.
I personally am looking forward to the
conversations with Paul when I arrive
in heaven, seeking clarification on what
exactly he meant on many occasions. But

Deep Roots of Resilient
Disciples
Rick Hill
TIMELESS PUBLICATIONS

£9.99

«««««

Since March 2020, we have all, at times,
needed resilience as individuals and
churches in the face of a once in a
century global event. Resilience is the
key word in the title of Rick Hill’s new
book. It comes from the experience of
seeing friends drift away from Christian
faith and wanting to develop deep
roots that will establish disciples in the
face of enormous challenges.

until that day comes what we all really
need is a skilled theologian who will
take the complex writings of Paul, draw
together the disparate threads and allow
the ‘big picture’ to emerge. To distill his
writing to the pure essence, enabling
Paul’s wonderful, challenging and exciting
message to be heard.
And that is exactly what we have in Paul
Distilled, the new book by Dr Gary Burnett.
Organised into 14 themes including ‘The
cross-shaped God’, ‘Radical peacefulness’
and ‘Paul’s women leaders’, Gary weaves
together insightful and very helpful
contextual understanding; a profound
sense of the original text and a deep
theological perspective with lightness of
touch, resulting in an excellent book that
will enhance everyone’s understanding
of Paul, from the new believer to the
committed Paul enthusiast. It would also
serve wonderfully well as a series of short
and very accessible studies for any small
group or church family interested in really
getting to the central message of Paul –
distilled.
PE

Rick outlines the essential practices and
characteristics of discipleship that any
disciple of Jesus should seek to cultivate
in a post-Christian age. He encourages
us to be open to Jesus’ call in a way that
completely reshapes our priorities and our
purpose. He challenges us to reckon with
the cost of following Jesus that will impact
on our time, our talents and our treasure.
He reminds us of the necessity of Christian
community and spiritual disciplines for
our life in Christ.
I was particularly challenged by the
chapters dealing with how Christian
disciples will be those who stand out from
the world around them while engaging
with the culture in a way that is faithful
to Christ and the gospel. He reminds us
how vital it is for us and for the world
that Christians are faithfully present in
the culture and are both critical of it and
compassionate towards it.
Jesus is at the heart of Rick’s discipleship
ministry and he is the heart of this book.
In every chapter Rick points us back to
him as our strength, our song and the
ultimate source of our resilience.
GK
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LIFE IN PCI

New minister in Brookvale
Rev Seamus Burke has been installed as the minister of Brookvale
following the church’s linkage with Second and Third Rathfriland. He
is pictured on the evening of his installation with members of Session:
Norman McCrum, Alexander Groves and Keith Spiers.

Route presentation
Rev Tom Luke was presented with a food hamper and a letter of
recognition from Route Presbytery in recognition of the 50th anniversary
of his ordination. Mr Luke was minister of Drumreagh and Dromore
from 1973 to 2001. Pictured, from left to right, are: Dr Ian McNie (former
minister of Trinity Ballymoney and former PCI Moderator), Mr Luke, Rev
Noel McClean (clerk of presbytery) and Rev Richard Murray (current
minister of Drumreagh and Dromore).

Retirement in Killead

Long service in Pettigo

James McClurg has retired after serving as clerk of session in Killead
Presbyterian Church for 19 years. Rev John Murdock is pictured
presenting Mr McClurg with a gift from the County Antrim congregation.
Doreen McClurg was given flowers.

Eva Baxter BEM was presented with a beautiful cut-glass container by
Rev Gunther Andrich (minister of Pettigo Presbyterian Church) on behalf
of the Presbyterian Children’s Society, for which Mrs Baxter has been the
representative secretary in the Co Fermanagh congregation for 37 years.

Moderator visits
Rathcoole
PCI Moderator, Dr David Bruce,
preached at a morning service in
Rathcoole Presbyterian Church. He
is pictured with Ken Neill (clerk of
session), Ann Neill, Zoë Bruce, Rev
Craig Lynn (minister of the Belfast
church), Suzi Lynn, as well as
Grace, Erin, Elliana and Adalie.
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To share good news stories from your congregation please send your
photographs and details to herald@presbyterianireland.org

100th birthday in Cairncastle
Farewell in Glenwherry
Rev Noel Mulholland, his wife Nicola and daughters Zara and Ella are
pictured with gifts received from the congregation of Glenwherry
Presbyterian after his farewell service. Mr Mulholland completed over
nine years of faithful ministry at the County Antrim church. He is taking
up a new ministry at Cuningham Memorial Presbyterian Church, also in
County Antrim.

Glastry retirement
Ruth Warnock was presented with a gift following her retirement as a
Sunday school teacher in Glastry Presbyterian Church. She is pictured
with James McClements (clerk of session in the Co Down church) and
Olwen Childs (Sunday school superintendent).

William Nesbitt celebrated his 100th birthday recently. He has been a
faithful member of Cairncastle Presbyterian Church in County Antrim
since he retired as headmaster of Downpatrick Primary School. Previously
he was an elder in Downpatrick Presbyterian Church and saw service
as a navigator on Wellington airplanes during the Second World War.
Mr Nesbitt is pictured with former PCI Moderator Dr Michael Barry and
Robert Stewart (clerk of session) who visited him on his birthday along
with Rev Ivan Hull and Helen Stewart. As well as receiving a card from
the Queen, Mr Nesbitt was given a birthday card signed by members of
Cairncastle congregation.

Full attendance at Redrock
Joey Rountree, from Redrock Presbyterian Church in County Armagh,
has completed Sunday school and Bible class with full attendance. He is
pictured with his mum Hazel and minister Rev Sam Finlay.

New minister in
Portstewart
Rev Stuart Morrow has been installed as
minister of Portstewart Presbyterian Church.
He is pictured in the front row (second
right) with Dr John Coulter, Rev Ross Collins
(moderator of Coleraine and Limavady
Presbytery) and Peter O’Neill (clerk of
session in the County Londonderry church).
Back row: Dr Trevor McCormick (presbytery
clerk), Dr Stephen Williamson, Jonny Doey,
Rev Knox Jones, Mervyn McCollum, James
Carson, Stanley McFaul, Dr David Clarke, Rev
James Hyndman and Rev David Brown.
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LIFE IN PCI

Birthday milestone in Ballygilbert

100th celebrations

Evelyn Wright, a member of Ballygilbert Presbyterian Church in Co Down,
celebrated her 100th birthday recently, receiving cards from the Queen,
the Taoiseach, and the Lord Lieutenant, among many others. A sociallydistanced gathering of family and friends also took place to celebrate
the milestone. The centenarian is pictured with Dr Roy Patton (former
minister at Ballygilbert, who brought the greetings and congratulations
of the Moderator) and Rev Craig W. Jackson. The flowers are a gift from
the Ballygilbert church family.

Bloomfield Road member Betty Willis celebrated her 100th birthday
recently. She was joined for the celebration with PCI Moderator Dr David
Bruce, his wife Zoë and minister of the Belfast church, Dr Frank Sellar.

CROSSWORD
Puzzle no 264
1

2

solution on page 66
3

4

5

6

7

8
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25

26
27

compiled by Harry Douglas
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ACROSS
1 Biblical centurion (9)
8 OT prophet (6)
9 Sister of Mary (6)
10 Knee is one (5)
11 Man from Tirana (8)
12 Let back! (3)
13 Frozen water (3)
14 Don’t bother (9)
16 Scarlet (3)
17 Pet name for Edward (3)
19 Wax light (6)
21 Jonah’s destination (7)
24 Guy’s hairdressing partner (4)
25 Hamlet near Ballymoney (6)
26 The first martyr (7)
27 A dirty mark (6)		
				

DOWN
1 Laws given by God (12)
2 Former Irish rugby captain
(4,4)
3 Made better (8)
4 Presbyterian seat of learning
(5)
5 South Africa – initials (2)
6 Break into pieces (7)
7 Information (9)
10 Indonesian island (4)
13 The pursuit of high morals (8)
15 Proof of purchase (7)
18 Two plus five (5)
20 Solomon’s dad (5)
22 A tiny amount (4)
23 North, North East (3)

REFLECTIONS

A farewell to bridge
Betsy Cameron

A

gainst all odds, I managed to get back home to
whole club, so I sat down cheerfully to do this for her. And then
Georgia this summer for a long visit with my sister
I read the message.
and mom. (Sorry, ‘mum’ has just never looked right
My heart lurched when I saw what she had written to her
to me.) Actually, now I think about it, I’m sure she
beloved card-playing cronies: she would be stepping down. My
would be pleased if you knew her by her granny name ‘Nutty’.
mother – saying goodbye to bridge? Nutty has played bridge as
Yes, you heard that right, and if you think there’s a story behind long as I’ve known her, which is a very long time. And she’s an
that, well, that would be right too.
amazing player! She has the whole package of necessary skills:
So, off I went, armed with digital copies of my vaccination
a memory like a steel trap, an inscrutable poker face and that
details, negative Covid tests, passenger tracing forms – all
all-important killer instinct. Oh, don’t be fooled by the ‘little old
precariously stored on my phone. Naturally, I fell at the first
dear’ image. Together with Norma, they mop up year after year;
hurdle, barely in the door at the Dublin airport, when I failed
nobody can catch them. But Norma is finding it increasingly
to locate the required passenger declaration form for the airline
difficult to get out, and Nutty is not about to start over with a
and had to surrender my phone to a 12-year-old employee
new partner. No way.
(when did everyone get so young?) who
Though I felt a lump in my throat, Nutty
quickly and effortlessly found it. Show off. I have loved living the
was calm and clear-eyed. So I followed
Like all family visits, especially ones
suit, cracked a few jokes and when I asked
questions…it has never if she was ready to send, her voice was
that have been long overdue, the days
were full and every second felt precious.
steady and resolute. And that was that.
been about delivering
Conversation was intense, heightened
End of an era. Farewell, bridge.
and exhausting. But with Covid raging all truckloads of answers…
And so, that brings me to what I’ve been
around us in my depressingly unvaccinated
working my way to tell you and perhaps
little corner of the world, we were mostly confined to barracks
you have already guessed. After more than 12 years of writing
where we kept ourselves busy by cooking, playing cards and
this column, I’m stepping down. I have talked it through with
watching home renovation shows. There are worse ways to pass
my formidable Norma, the amazing editor Sarah Harding, and
the time.
unlike Nutty, I’ve shed a few tears. Now I’m ‘cc-ing’ all of you.
My sister Julie, the youngest sibling in my family, has stepped
I have been so grateful for the opportunity to write for you
up in these recent years to be Nutty’s part-time caregiver, a role
all. I have so enjoyed weaving together stories that have meant
she has fulfilled with great love, patience and kindness. Though
something to me and, I hope, to you. I have always imagined
Julie lives in New York, she spent most of 2020–21 back home,
that we are talking to each other, me on one end of a keyboard
helping Nutty through the long, dark winter of confinement
and you, somewhere, mysteriously, ‘out there’. The Herald has
and isolation, and has been returning frequently ever since.
been a big part of my life, and I have loved it, deadline panics
I was amazed to see how easily she inhabited her new role,
and all.
performing a variety of small domestic jobs, fixing kitchen
I have always tried to get at the heart of things I wonder
sink problems, monitoring blood pressure, handling medical
about and to shape those musings into questions that you, too,
paperwork, troubleshooting computer glitches, giving foot
might have wondered. I have loved living the questions with
massages and helping with an endless succession of password
you. For me, it has never been about delivering truckloads of
changes. (Nutty is many things, but organised she is not.)
answers to your door.
But as it so happened, I was the one Nutty called one
I am a pilgrim on a pilgrim’s journey, and I imagine you
afternoon for help sending an email. My mother, a witty and
walking beside me, nodding your head or raising an eyebrow,
charming writer, needed no help expressing herself. Her letters
sharing a wee laugh or shedding a wee tear with me. Our
to me over the years, which I have saved, still make me laugh
journey of faith is a thing of wonder, in every sense of the word.
out loud. But she suffers from macular degeneration and those
Thanks for keeping me company along the way.
vision problems mean even simple computer tasks become
exercises in frustration. She was writing a short note to her
bridge partner, the formidable Norma, and wanted to ‘cc’ the
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Give a PCI calendar
this Christmas
The PCI 2022 calendar will soon be
available.

We are a rural church family,
just outside Ballymena,
seeking to appoint a

Music Coordinator
(part-time, 8 hours per week)

With the option of being displayed
as either a desk or wall calendar,
it has two months to view,
accompanied by specially selected
Scripture verses.
Perfect as a gift for friends and
family this Christmas, each calendar costs only
£4.00/€4.00 (including postage).
To order please visit
www.presbyterianireland.org/pcicalendar
or call +44 (0)28 9041 7297

Church AV Specialists

PA systems • Loop systems
Projectors & screens • Installation & repairs
alan@audiopromotions.co.uk
www.audiopromotions.co.uk

07855 450887

We are looking for an enthusiastic individual to help
lead and develop our corporate praise.
Further details, job description and application form please contact:
Rev Alistair McCracken,
304 Cushendall Road, Ballymena, BT43 6PS
Telephone: (028) 2565 7531
Email: amccracken123@gmail.com
The closing date for applications is Friday 3 December 2021
Registered Charity in Northern Ireland – NIC105373

Hamilton Road Presbyterian Church
is seeking an

Associate Minister
to share with the Minister in pulpit ministry, pastoral duties and
to specifically focus on discipleship, working together with the
Minister and the Kirk Session to enable the congregation to
further pursue its purpose which is “to see unbelieving people
become faithful followers of the Lord Jesus Christ.”
For more information, please contact the church office
Hamilton Road Presbyterian Church, Bangor, Co Down

office@hrpc.org.uk
www.hrpc.org.uk

NIC105081

FIRST HOLYWOOD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
invites applications for the post of

Coordinator of Children’s
and Youth Ministry

Stormont Presbyterian Church
is seeking to appoint a part-time (6 hrs per week variable)

Music Ministry Leader
We are a multi-generational congregation in east Belfast
which believes in every member ministry.
Are you passionate about Jesus and gifted musically?
Do you have a vision for developing music ministry
as an integral part of the life, work and witness of a
local congregation?
If so, would you consider joining us on our journey?
For further details, job description and application pack
please contact:
Rev Albin Rankin
c/o Church Office
Stormont Presbyterian Church
618 Upper Newtownards Road
Belfast BT4 3HH
office@stormontchurch.org
Closing date for applications is 15 November 2021
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to coordinate the strategic development of the children’s and
youth ministry of the congregation.
We are seeking an experienced individual who has a clear
understanding of and commitment to the effective outreach to
and discipleship of children and young people. They also require
an ability to establish and maintain good relationships with
children, young people, parents and leaders.
This post will provide strategic development and oversight
of children’s ministry and give support and coordination to a
growing youth ministry.
Hours of work: 37.5 per week (permanent)
Salary: PCI recommended salary scale Band B (£23,772–£27,899
per annum) point dependent on qualifications and experience,
with annual review.
Information pack, job description and application form
are available from:
Church Office,
First Holywood Presbyterian Church,
7 Bangor Road, Holywood,
Co Down, BT18 0NU
Tel: 028 9042 5035 Email: office@firstholywood.co.uk

Closing date for applications: 1pm on Monday 8 November 2021
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Church
Envelopes

new
product

Great value envelopes from
your new local accredited supplier

from

Tricord

ENJOY THE BENEFITS!
Save Money

Larger Envelope

Only purchase the actual
envelope numbers that
you need

77 x 118mm with a full-length
peel ‘n seal top opening

Locally Sourced

COVID Secure

Fresh Colours

Our materials are locally sourced,
reducing the impact on the
environment

No more gummed envelopes
to lick or handle

Palette of fresh vibrant colours
to choose from

Better Visibility
A 50 x 50mm window shows
most of the printed area

Visit DONVELOPE.NET for more information

REFORMATION SUNDAY: 31 October.
The Church of England should still celebrate this 500th year
since Martin Luther declared at the Diet of Worms in 1521:

“HERE I STAND. GOD HELP ME. I CAN DO NO OTHER.”

There would be no Protestant Church of England or Anglican heritage without his stand. Luther was
willing to suffer death in the Fire for the primacy of Holy Scripture and apostolic faith. This is the
message of Anglican’s historic formularies: the Thirty-nine Articles of Religion: (For example:)
Article “vi. Of the Sufficiency of the Holy Scriptures for Salvation: Holy Scripture containeth all things necessary to salvation so that whatsoever is
not read therein, nor may be proved thereby, is not to be required of any man, that it should be believed as an article of the faith, or be thought requisite
or necessary to salvation. In the name of the Holy Scripture we do understand those canonical Books of the Old and New Testament, of whose authority
was never any doubt in the Church.” Article “ix. Of Original or Birth-Sin: Original sin . . . is the fault and corruption of the Nature of every man, that
naturally is engendered of the offspring of Adam, whereby man is very far gone from original righteousness, and is of his own nature inclined to evil, so
that the flesh lusteth always contrary to the Spirit; and therefore in every person born into this world, it deserveth God’s wrath and damnation, and this
infection of nature doth remain, yea in them that are regenerated; whereby the lust of the flesh . . . is not subject to the Law of God . . . Concupiscence and
lust hath of itself the nature of sin.” Article “x. Of Free-Will: The condition of Man after the fall of Adam is such, that he cannot turn and prepare himself,
by his own natural strength and good works, to faith, and calling upon God. Wherefore we have no power to do good works pleasant and acceptable
to God without the grace of God by Christ preventing-(enabling) us, that we may have a good will, and working with us, when we have that good will.”
Article “xi. Of the Justification of Man: We are accounted righteous before God, only for the merit of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ by Faith, and
not for our own works or deservings. Wherefore, that we are justified by Faith only, is a most wholesome Doctrine, and very full of comfort, as more largely
is expressed in the Homily of Justification.” Article “xv. Of Christ alone without sin: Christ in the truth of our nature was made like unto us in all things,
sin only except, from which he was clearly void, both in his flesh, and in his spirit. He came to be the lamb without spot, who, by sacrifice of himself once
made, should take away the sins of the world, and sin (as St John saith) was not in him. But all the rest, although baptised and born again in Christ, yet
offend in many things, and if we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.” Article “xviii. Of obtaining eternal Salvation only
by the Name of Christ: They also are to be had accursed that presume to say, That every man shall be saved by the law or Sect which he professeth, so
that he be diligent to frame his life according to that Law, and the light of Nature. For Holy Scripture doth set out unto us only the Name of Jesus Christ,
whereby men must be saved.” Amen.
(Deliver a copy of this to the Parish Church? Read and Preach these Articles on Reformation Sunday 31 October. Give Tracts that day....).

The Evangelical Revival that began in 1521 resulted in all Protestant churches finding their true home in HOLY SCRIPTURE
and JUSTIFICATION BY GRACE THROUGH FAITH ALONE. And the UNIVERSAL PRIESTHOOD OF ALL BELIEVERS. Thank The
LORD for His deliverance from Romish Idolatry into a scriptural view of the Sacraments: Articles “xxviii. Of the Lord’s Supper.”
“xxx. Of both Kinds.” and “xxxi. Of the One Oblation of Christ Finished upon the Cross.”
Advert placed by an open air preacher.
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CHURCH RECORD
VACANT CONGREGATIONS, MODERATORS AND CLERKS OF KIRK SESSIONS
(Information supplied by Clerks of Presbyteries, Conveners of Assembly Commissions and Councils).

1. LEAVE TO CALL GRANTED

Application forms are available on request from the Clerk’s Office or may be
downloaded from the PCI website.
ANAHILT AND DRUMLOUGH:
REV L.A. PATTERSON: (Anahilt) Mr Laurence Hook, 10 Spirehill Road, Hillsborough,
BT26 6LU. (Drumlough) Mr David Gibson, 56 Drumaknockan Road, Hillsborough,
BT26 6QP.

NEW MOSSLEY: (7-year reviewable tenure)
REV DR W.J.M. PARKER: Mr Howard Keery, 16 Earlford Heights, Mossley,
Newtownabbey, BT36 5WZ.

BALLYCROCHAN:
REV C.W. MEGAW: Mr Billy Hyndman, 24 Knightsbridge Court, Bangor, BT19 6SD.

NEWTOWNARDS, FIRST:
REV S.J. CASTLES: Mr David Cargo, 7 Ascot Park, Newtownards, BT23 4AZ.

BALLYGOMARTIN: (Reviewable Tenure – 7 years)
REV I.K. McDONALD: Mr Raymond Cummings, 43A Lyndhurst Gardens, Belfast,
BT13 3PH.

2. LEAVE TO CALL DEFERRED

BALLYSILLAN: (Reviewable Tenure – 7 years)
REV DR S.E. HUGHES: Mr Gervais Henderson, 94 Tudor Park, Mallusk,
Newtownabbey, BT36 4WL.
BANGOR, HAMILTON ROAD (ASSOCIATE):
REV CHRISTOPH EBBINGHAUS: Mr Alan McDowell, 11 Braemar Park, Bangor, BT20
5HZ.
CARNMONEY:
REV P.G. McCREA: Mr Paul Elliott, 52b Connor Road, Parkgate, BT39 OEA.
CLOGHERNEY and SIXMILECROSS:
REV R.G. McELNEA: (Clogherney) Miss Ruth Kerr, 2 Georgian Villas, Omagh, BT79
0AT. (Sixmilecross) Mr Alan Gibson, 1 Dreenan Road, Beragh, Omagh, BT79 0SH.
CLOUGH AND SEAFORDE:
REV OWEN PATTTERSON: (Clough) Mr William McCall, 29 Main Street, Clough,
Downpatrick, BT30 8RA. (Seaforde) Mr David Croskery, 29a Old Park Road,
Downpatrick, BT30 8PS.
COOKE CENTENARY: (Reviewable Tenure – 7 years)
REV IVAN STEEN: Mrs Elaine MacNeill, 55 Kirkliston Park, Belfast, BT5 6ED.
COAGH, BALLYGONEY and SALTERSLAND:
REV T.W.A. GREER: (Coagh) Mrs Amy Allingham, 17 Coagh Road, Cookstown, BT80
8RL. (Ballygoney) Rev David Leach (temporary Clerk of Session) 36 Hospital Road,
Magherafelt, BT45 5DG. (Saltersland) Mr Andrew Johnston, 25 Mulderg Road,
Magherafelt, BT45 6NN.
COMBER, SECOND:
REV A.T.F. JOHNSTON: Mr Gary Dalzell, 10 Carnesure Heights, Comber, BT23 5RN.

GORTNESSY:
REV A.J.A. ROSBOROUGH: Mr Ross Hyndman, 32 Temple Road, Strathfoyle,
Londonderry, BT47 6UB.
RICHVIEW:
REV N.S. HARRISON: Mr Victor Garland, 25 Abingdon Drive, Belfast, BT12 5PX.

SETTLED STATED SUPPLY APPOINTED
BALLINDERRY:
VERY REV DR W.J. HENRY, Minister of Maze
BOVEEDY:
REV DR T.J. McCORMICK, Minister of 1st Kilrea
CAHIR:
REV WILLIAM MONTGOMERY, Minister of Fermoy
KATESBRIDGE:
REV N.J. KANE, Minister of Magherally
TYRONE’S DITCHES:
REV J.K.A. McINTYRE, Minister of Bessbrook

3. DECLARED VACANT
BALLINA, KILLALA & BALLYMOTE:
REV D.J. CLARKE: Mr Geoffrey Shannon, Robin Hill, Carraun, Corballa, Ballina, Co
Mayo, F26 A070.

DONAGHADEE, FIRST:
VERY REV DR C.J.C. McMULLEN: Mr Sandy Dalzell, 19 Rocklyn Place, Donaghadee,
BT21 0FS.

BELLAGHY and KNOCKLOUGHRIM:
REV J.B. MULLAN: (Bellaghy) Mr Harry Ferson, 12 Railway Terrace, Castledawson,
Magherafelt, BT45 8AY. (Knockloughrim) Mr Wilbur Bownes, 10 Meadowell Fold,
Westland Gardens, Magherafelt, BT45 5DP.

DONAGHADEE, SHORE STREET:
REV P.C. LYLE: Mr Jim Pollock, 60 Hogstown Road, Donaghadee, BT21 0NH.

BELVOIR:
REV B.J. McCROSKERY: Mr Brian Dunwoody, 19 Drumart Drive, Belfast, BT8 7ET.

DONEMANA:
VERY REV DR R.L. CRAIG: Mr Derek Gamble, 20 Longlands Road, Donemana,
Strabane, BT82 OPQ.

BROUGHSHANE – SECOND:
REV P.D. THOMPSON: Mr Ivor Hutchinson, 73 Tullymore Road, Broughshane, BT43
7HW.

DRUMACHOSE and DERRAMORE:
REV R.J. HYNDMAN: (Drumachose) Mr Sam McGregor, 15 Meadowvale Park,
Limavady, BT49 0NU. (Derramore) Mr Sam Kelly, 220 Windyhill Road, Coleraine,
BT51 4JL.

BURT:
REV JAMES LAMONT: Mr James Buchanan, Heathfield, Speenoge, Burt, Co
Donegal, F93 W3K6.

DUNBOE, FIRST:
REV DR T.P. FLEMING: Mr Peter Kirk, 5 Liffock Court, Castlerock, Coleraine, BT51
4DQ.
FIRST DERRY (incl. CLAREMONT) and MONREAGH:
REV DR T.R. BUICK: (First Derry) Mr Billy Kyle, 74 Dunboyne Park, Eglinton,
Londonderry, BT47 3YJ. (Monreagh) Mr John Vance, Cross, Carrigans, Lifford, Co
Donegal, F93 PXT0.
KILFENNAN:
REV GRAEME ORR: Mr Will Doran, 2 Moulton Park, Eglinton, BT47 3XP.
KIRKPATRICK MEMORIAL:
REV R.J. BEGGS: Dr Gareth Irwin, 37 Clonlee Drive, Belfast, BT4 3DA.
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LECKPATRICK and DONAGHEADY:
REV S.J. RICHMOND: (Leckpatrick) Mr Sam Clyde, 36 Woodend Road, Strabane,
BT82 8LF. (Donagheady) Mr Ernie Colhoun, 44 Lowertown Road, Ballymagorry,
Strabane, BT82 OLF.
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CARNLOUGH & CUSHENDALL and NEWTOWNCROMMELIN:
REV R.J. WATT: (Carnlough & Cushendall) Mr Norman McMullan, 91 Ballymena
Road, Carnlough, Ballymena, BT44 0LA. (Newtowncrommelin) Mr James Gillan, 67
Gracefield, Ballymena, BT42 2RP.
CASTLEBLAYNEY FIRST, CORVALLEY & FRANKFORD:
REV DR G.W. CLINTON: (Castleblayney, First) Mrs Daphne Holmes-Greer,
Tighnabruaich, Killygola, Castleblayney, Co Monaghan. (Frankford) Mr Thomas
McBirney, Mulladuff, Newtownhamilton, Newry, BT35 0LG. (Corvally) Mr Fred
Eakin, Sreenty, Corduff, Carrickmacross, Co Monaghan.
CLADYMORE and TASSAGH:
REV R.I. ABRAHAM: (Cladymore) Mr David Wilson, 73 Kilmachugh Road, Mowhan,
Armagh, BT60 2EN. (Tassagh) Mr Philip Crozier, 68 Bachelors Walk, Keady, Armagh,
BT60 2NA.

Editor’s Note: Information for this page is supplied by
the General Secretary’s Department.
Vacancies for conveners of commissions, councils and
committees of the General Assembly are online at
www.presbyterianireland.org/convenerships

Clerks of presbytery please note:
Only material received by the General
Secretary’s Department by the first Friday of the
month can be included in the Church Record.

DROMORE AND DRUMQUIN:
REV E.T. FRAZER: (Dromore) Mr Lynden Keys, 25 New Park Road, Dromore, Omagh,
BT78 3JU. (Drumquin) Dr Paul Booth, 231 Tummery Road, Irvinestown, BT78 3UF.

NEWTOWNARDS, SECOND:
REV DR W.J.P. BAILIE: Mr Ivan Patterson, 11 Heron Crescent, Newtownards, BT23
2WH.

DUNFANAGHY & CARRIGART:
REV DR BRIAN BROWN: (Dunfanaghy) Mrs Ethel Montgomery, ‘Millrace’, Marble Hill
Road, Dunfanaghy, Co Donegal, F92 N2WO. (Carrigart) Mrs Joy Buchanan, Figart,
Carrigart, Co Donegal, F92 N2WO.

NEWTOWNARDS, REGENT STREET:
REV P.T. DALZELL: Mr Ian MacDonald, 11 Stanvilla Road, Newtownards, BT23
8HE.

DUN LAOGHAIRE:
REV A.J. DUNLOP: Mrs Dorothy Shanahan, 1 Holmwood, Brennanstown,
Cabinteely, D18 T2T5.
ENNISCORTHY and WEXFORD:
REV M.R.J. ANDERSON: (Enniscorthy) Mr Ian Gibson “Tanglewood”, Monart,
Enniscorthy, Co Wexford. (Wexford) c/o Mr Ian Gibson.
FAHAN and WATERSIDE:
REV G.A. McCRACKEN: (Fahan) Mr James Lamberton, 1 Deanfield, Limavady Road,
Londonderry, BT47 6HY. (Waterside) Mr William McIlwaine, 19 Glenaden Hill,
Altnagelvin Park, Londonderry, BT47 2LJ.
GARVAGH, MAIN ST and KILLAIG:
REV DREWE McCONNELL: (Garvagh, Main St) Mr Alan Farlow, 39 Ballynameen
Road, Garvagh, BT51 5PN. (Killaig) Mr Ivan McKane, 27 Cashel Road, Macosquin,
Coleraine, BT51 4PW.
GLASTRY and KIRKCUBBIN:
REV N.W. McAULEY: (Glastry): Mr Will Taylor, 43 Manse Road, Kircubbin,
Newtownards BT22 1DR. (Kirkcubbin)
GLENWHERRY:
REV S.D. KENNEDY: Mr Andrew Hoey, 49 Ballynulto Road, Ballymena, BT42 4RJ.
GRANGE with CRAIGMORE:
REV B.A. SMYTH: Mr Jamie Harris, 32 Portglenone Road, Randalstown BT41 3BE.
GREYSTONE ROAD, ANTRIM:
REV STEPHEN SIMPSON: Mr James Warwick, 3 Dunsilly Road, Antrim, BT41 2JH.
INCH:
REV JAMES LAMONT: Mr James Buchanan, Heathfield, Speenoge, Burt, Co
Donegal, F93 W3K6.
KELLS: (Home Mission)
REV ALAN McQUADE: Ms Ruth McCartney, Shancarnan, Moynalty, Kells, Co Meath.
A82 PF60.
KILLEAD and LOANENDS:
REV D.J. STEELE: (Killead) Mr Tom Lewis, 65 Ballyrobin Road, Antrim, BT41 4TF.
(Loanends) Mr Peter Leitch, 212 Belfast Road, Antrim, BT41 2EY.
KILLYLEAGH:
REV A.S. SMYTH: Mr Graham Furey, 75 Comber Road, Toye, Killyleagh, BT30 9PA.
KILREA, SECOND:
REV DR CLIVE GLASS: Mr John McIlrath, 9 Moyagoney Road, Kilrea, Coleraine, BT51
5SX.
LECUMPHER AND MAGHERAFELT, UNION ROAD:
REV J.A. MARTIN: (Lecumpher) Mr Sammy Thompson, 10 Ballynagowan Road,
Desertmartin, BT45 5LH. (Magherafelt, Union Road) Mr Ian Francis, 32 Caraloan
Road, Magherafelt, BT45 6NW.
MONEYDIG:
REV DR S.D.H. WILLIAMSON: Mr Steven Torrens, 115a Agivey Road, Kilrea,
Coleraine, BT51 5UZ.
MONEYMORE, FIRST and SECOND:
REV DR G.W.D. STEWART: Mr Jim Davison, 20 Drumrot Road, Moneymore, BT45
7QH.
MOUNTPOTTINGER:
REV J.W. FRAZER: Mr Gordon McConnell, 247 Orby Drive, Belfast, BT5 6BE.
MUCKAMORE:
REV S.J. LOCKINGTON: Dr Brian Hill, 1 Lylehill Green, Templepatrick, BT39 0BF.
NEWINGTON:
REV DR I.D. NEISH: Mr John Lynass, 8 Bushfoot Park, Portballintrae, BT57 8YX.

NEWTOWNSTEWART and GORTIN:
REV R.B. THOMPSON: (Newtownstewart) Mr James Baxter, 22 Strabane Road,
Newtownstewart, Omagh, BT78 4BD. (Gortin) Mr Adrian Adams, 32 Lisnaharney
Road, Lislap, Omagh, BT79 7UE.
PORTAVOGIE:
REV G.J. SIMPSON: Mr Trevor Kennedy, 1 Cairndore Road, Newtownards, BT23 8RD.
RATHFRILAND, FIRST:
REV C.G. HARRIS: Mr David Scott, 13 Sleepy Valley, Rathfriland, Newry, BT34 5HL.
SAINTFIELD, FIRST:
REV B.A. SMALL: Mr Paul Jackson, 20 The Grange, Saintfield, BT24 7NF.
TOBERKEIGH:
REV JOHN STANBRIDGE: Mr Jim Kane, 67A Ballinlea Road, Ballinlea Upper,
Ballycastle, BT54 6NN.
VINECASH:
REV P.W.A. McCLELLAND: Mr Thomas Graham, 38 Richmount, Portadown, BT62
4JQ.
WHITEHEAD:
REV N.W. DUDDY: Ms Helen Graham, 4 Kilcarn, Islandmagee, BT40 3PJ.

TEMPORARY STATED SUPPLY ARRANGEMENT
ARMOY and RAMOAN:
REV DR MARK JONES: (Armoy) Mrs Heather Morrison, 82 Carrowreagh Road,
Armoy, Ballymoney, BT53 8RS. (Ramoan) Mr Robert Getty, 23 Carrowcroey Road,
Armoy, Ballymoney, BT53 8UH.
BALLYCAIRN:
REV WILLIAM HARKNESS: Mr Brian Milligan, 19 Glenariff Drive, Dunmurry, BT17
9AZ.
BELLVILLE:
REV D.S. HENRY: Mr Mervyn King, 29 Ardmore Road, Derryadd, Lurgan, BT66 6QP.
RALOO and MAGHERAMORNE:
REV D.R. CROMIE: (Raloo) Mr Geoff McBride, 72 Raloo Road, Larne, BT40 3DU.
(Magheramorne) Mr Morris Gardner, 89 Ballypollard Road, Magheramorne, Larne,
BT40 3JG.
WARRENPOINT and ROSTREVOR:
REV S.S. JOHNSTON: (Warrenpoint) Mr Denis Brady, 28 Seaview, Warrenpoint,
Newry, BT34 3NJ. (Rostrevor) Mr Terry O’Flynn, 15 Aurora Na Mara, Shore Road,
Rostrevor, BT34 3UP.

THE ELDERSHIP
Died:
AHOGHILL, FIRST: Dessie McKay
BALLYGOWAN: William Kerr McLernon Gibson
BALLYMENA, HARRYVILLE: William McKnight
BALLYMENA, HIGH KIRK: Robert Strange
BALLYNAHINCH, FIRST: John Andrew Scott
BALLYWEANEY: Robert McLernon
BOARDMILLS, TRINITY: David John Patterson
BUSHMILLS: Craig McMillan
CARNMONEY: Robert Harrison Bonar, David Wilson Herbison
COOKE CENTENARY: John Herbert Ian Marshall
COMBER, FIRST: James Terence Andrew Hamilton
CRAIGY HILL: George Luke Gillespie
CREGGAN: William Reaney
DERRY, FIRST: Gilmore McCorkell
DONAGHEADY: Hazel Britton
DUNLOY: Alex McDowell
DUNMURRY: Denis White
continued on page 66
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THE ELDERSHIP (cont)
EBRINGTON: John Kelly
FISHERWICK: Don Taylor, Geoffrey Trory
KELLS, BALLYMENA: Robin Carson
KILRAUGHTS, FIRST: John Reid
LISBURN, FIRST: Ernest Cromie
LISLOONEY: David Scott
LOWE: Jim Kerr
MAGHERA: Martin Shiels
MALONE: Peter Bannister, Hubert Ruddell
MOURNE: William Cousins
NEWTOWNBREDA: Noel Mulholland, James Alexander Wylie
PETTIGO: John Aiken
PORTADOWN, FIRST: James Boyd, William Calvert
RAY: William McKinley
RAPHOE & BALLINDRAIT: Jean Wilson
ROSEYARDS: David Anderson
RYANS: Norah Hamilton
SAINTFIELD, FIRST: Thomas John McBriar
TARTARAGHAN: Eddie Forbes
WHITEHEAD: Walter Woods, Thomas Alexander Harper
Ordained and Installed:
BALLYKEEL: Andrew Houston, Trevor McMullan, John McVicker
BALLYMONEY, FIRST: Darren Brewster, Heather Dunbar, Deborah Knight, Lesley
Owens, Amanda Walker
BUCKNA: David Bradley, Ian Craig, David Woodburn
COOKE CENTENARY: Alison Allen, Matthew Riddel
DRUMLEE: Worthing Anderson, Ivan McCready, Victor Weir
KILLYMURRIS: Paul Hughes
LISBURN, RAILWAY STREET: Diarmid Finnegan, John McCleary, Daniel Nelson, Alan
Wall, Adam Woods
McQUISTON: Stephen Briggs, Paula McKeown
MINTERBURN: Christopher Holland, David Parr, Jennifer Parr, Sandra Spence
Installed:
BALLYKEEL: Greg Baird
BUCKNA: David Hanna
KILLYMURRIS: Andrew Hamill
LISBURN, RAILWAY STREET: Charlie Hadjiev
McQUISTON: Eileen Kelso

THE MINISTRY
Licensed:
Matthew Horner, by the North Belfast Presbytery, on 6 June 2021
Matthew Kelso, by the Ballymena Presbytery, on 20 June 2021
Paul Lutton, by the South Belfast Presbytery, on 6 June 2021
Resigned:
Thomas Trevor Boyd, as Minister of Rathfriland, First, on 31 May 2021
Ronald Ian Carton, as Minister of Whitehead, on 30 September 2021
Samuel David Conkey, as Minister of Enniscorthy & Wexford, on 8 October 2021
Jonathan James Currie, as Minister of First Saintfield, on 3 September 2021
Andrew Jonathan Galbraith, as Associate Minister of Bangor West, on 9
September 2021
Glen James Jordan, as Minister of Bellaghy & Knockloughrim, on 24 September
2021
Christopher William Peter Kennedy, as Minister of Dun Laoghaire, on 31 July 2021
David William Leach, as Minister of Lecumpher & Magherafelt, Union Road, on 31
July 2021
Joseph David McGaughey, as Associate Minister of Cuningham Memorial, on 27
August 2021
Stuart Alexander Morrow, as Minister of Moneydig, on 29 June 2021
Noel George Mulholland, as Minister of Glenwherry, on 23 September 2021
Ordained and Installed:
Philip Boyd Houston, as Minister of Ballykelly, on 20 August 2021
Richard Alexander Morrison, as Minister of Churchtown, on 6 August 2021
James Alexander Porter, as Minister of Orritor & Claggan, on 3 September 2021
Ordained and Inducted:
John Thomas Graham, as Associate Minister of Hill Street, Lurgan, on 10 October
2021
Installed:
Thomas Trevor Boyd, as Minister of Tobermore & Draperstown, on 1 September
2021
Seamus Burke, as Minister of Brookvale (linked with 2nd & 3rd Rathfriland), on 18
June 2021
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Samuel David Conkey, as Minister of Tullylish & Gilford, on 9 October 2021
Andrew Jonathan Galbraith, as Minister of Fisherwick, on 10 September 2021
David William Leach, as Professor of Ministry & Director of the Institute for
Ministry, on 1 August 2021
Stuart Alexander Morrow, as Minister of Portstewart, on 30 June 2021
Noel George Mulholland, as Minister of Cuningham Memorial, on 24 September
2021
Installed and Inducted:
Jonathan James Currie, as Minister of Kilkennny, on 4 September 2021
Inducted:
Simon Michael Hamilton, as Forces Chaplain (Royal Navy), on 2 July 2021
Retired:
James Alistair Beattie, as Minister of Broughshane, Second on 30 June 2021
Peter Ernest Dickinson, as Minister of Muckamore, on 30 June 2021
Andrew Gibson, as Professor of Practical Theology UTC, on 31 July 2021
Raymond Kelly, as Minister of Garvagh, Main Street & Killaig, on 30 June 2021
Johnston Rea Lambe, as Minister of Mountpottinger, on 31 May 2021
William John Murdock, as Minister of Killead & Loanends, on 4 July 2021
Died:
Robert Trevor Anderson, Minister Emeritus of Richview & Berry Street, on 7 August
2021
Joseph Nixon, Minister Emeritus of Fourtowns & Poyntzpass on 30 June 2021
Jacob Maurice Wade, Minister Emeritus of Portavogie, on 7 July 2021
John Trevor Williamson, Minister Emeritus of Urney & Sion Mills, on 25 July 2021
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Accommodation
Northern Ireland
B E L FA S T : Lu x u r i o u s 2 - b e d ro o m
apartment, Titanic Quarter. Available
for long-term rental. Stunning views
ove r l o o k i n g R i ve r L a g a n . E m a i l :
stevenkee100@hotmail.com
PORTSTEWART: 4* Tourist Board
Approved 3-bedroom terrace house,
Enfield Street, Portstewart. Ideally located,
2-minute walking distance to promenade.
Tel: 07840 097157.

For Sale
PSALTER AND CHURCH HYMNARY,
Third Edition. 80 copies. Free for collection.
Contact Uel Wright. Mobile: 07960 482640,
email: sdej5152@hotmail.com
FOR SALE: Electronic organ, Jubilate 35.
Perfect working order. £500 o.n.o. Tel: 028
8283 1587 or 07851 860709.

Miscellaneous
ROMANS 13 AND COVID-19 by J.L. Fuller ,
Etheal Publishing 2021. (470 pages). New
publication. A must-read for every Christian
(available from Amazon). Terri Jackson`s
Bible Blog www.bibletheologyqa.blogspot.
co.uk also latest on viruses and vaccines.

Ross Morrow A.L.C.M., L.T.C.L.

Piano Tuning
Services available throughout
Ireland

Tel: +44 (0)28 9268 9468
Mobile: 07788 746992

CROSSWORD
Solution to No 264

ACROSS
1 Cornelius
8 Nathan
9 Martha
10 Joint
11 Albanian
12 Tel
13 Ice
14 Disregard
16 Red
17 Ted
19 Candle
21 Nineveh
24 Toni
25 Finvoy
26 Stephen
27 Smudge

DOWN
1 Commandments
2 Rory Best
3 Enhanced
4 Union
5 SA
6 Shatter
7 Knowledge
10 Java
13 Idealism
15 Receipt
18 Seven
20 David
22 Iota
23 NNE

FREE SAMPLE
CHAIR TRIAL

As we prepare
to remember...

www.alpha-furnishing.com
Contact Ian Patterson on 028 9044 8249 or 07802 336624
59 Ballykeel Road, Moneyreagh, Newtownards. BT23 6BW
E: IRP57@yahoo.co.uk
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Leaking flat roof?

23/07/2021 11:47

We are looking for a

Upgrade to a new

Warm Rubber Roof
to serve in Kenya

Save money on heating bills and
add comfort to your home
Supply & Fit Service
Also D I Y Kits

Haire Bros Ltd
028 7034 2696

www.hairebros.co.uk

This exciting new role will involve working with our local church partners
and Belfast office to develop new and existing short term opportunities
in Kenya as well as welcoming, supervising and providing training &
pastoral care to team members and short-term missionaries in country.
For more information or an
application pack, email
info@missionafrica.org.uk

Closing date for
applications is 15th
November 2021

We are experts in:
- Audio Systems
- Projection/Displays
- Cameras
- Specialist Lighting
- Induction Loops

We’ve been providing and installing audio
& visual solutions for churches for over 50
years. We can help you create a system
that’s tailored to your requirements, perfectly
suited for your building and congregation.
Contact us for more information.

www.reasound.com
Call 028 8676 4059

