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PW MISSION FUND and GUIDE BOOK UPDATE
Frequently Asked Questions
PW Guide Book states:-

In accordance with Paragraph 38(a) of The Code of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland, the group shall operate under the authority of the Kirk Session.

1.
Q.
What is the PW Mission Fund?

A.
It is the central fund of the organisation and provides funding for the work of PW.
2.
Q.
What are the advantages of having one fund?

A.
It will simplify giving, and make it easier for groups to collect money.  It will also allow Central Committee to be better stewards of the money.
3.
Q.
What will the PW Mission Fund support?

A.
The PW Mission Fund will support the following:-
· Local and Global Mission
· Special Projects
· South Belfast Friendship House
· Resourcing and Equipping Women
· Administration

4.
Q.
What are Local and Global Mission?

A.
PW supports the work of the Board of Mission in Ireland and the Board of Mission Overseas by giving annual grants to help towards the training and support of deaconesses and overseas mission personnel. 
5.
Q.
What are Special Projects?

A.
Each year Central Committee chooses specific projects to support for that year.  These were formerly supported through the Birthday Project.  Now the PW Mission Fund will support special projects each year.  Therefore giving for special projects will continue but will now be collected through the PW Mission Fund. 
6.
Q.
How does PW support South Belfast Friendship House?

A.
The House provides a Christian presence in the Sandy Row community.  PW is responsible for the funding and management of the House in partnership with the Board of Social Witness.  Funding will be provided from the PW Mission Fund.
7.
Q.
How does PW resource and equip women?

A.
PW facilitates the development of women’s ministry in the Presbyterian Church in Ireland by providing various resources and organising conferences.

8.
Q.
What is involved in Administration?

A.
PW provides effective administration for the organisation through the PW Office staff and volunteers.  Funding will be provided from the PW Mission Fund.
9.
Q.
Do we have to wait until the end of the year to send money?


A.
No, it is best to send it throughout the year.
10.
Q.
What is the closing date in December for receipt of funds?


A.
All money to be included in the financial records for year ended 
31 December must be received by Church House before 24 December.  (N.B. Church House is closed from Christmas Day through to New Year.)
11.
Q.
Are Mission Boxes still available for contributing to the PW Mission Fund?


A.
Yes.
12.
Q.
Are there any other ways of contributing to the PW Mission Fund?

A.
Yes, here are some suggestions:-
· Direct Debit through local group

· One-off gifts
· Bequests

· Offering

· Fundraisers

13.
Q.
Are Birthday Boxes still to be used?

A.
No, all contributions should go to the PW Mission Fund.

14.
Q.
Are Membership Fees to be collected?

A.
No.
15.
Q.
May groups collect a ‘group fee’ to cover expenses?

A.
No.  Members should not feel obliged to contribute financially towards the running of the group.  This should be voluntary and can be encouraged in a number of different ways.
16.
Q.
In what ways may funds be raised to cover the group’s expenses?

A.
Here are some suggestions:-
· Offering

· Box for ‘supper money’
· Gifts
· Fundraiser

17.
Q.
May we send money just for the Special Projects?

A.
No.  Any contribution given to the PW Mission Fund will support all areas of the work which will include supporting the special projects.  It will allow Central Committee to budget for each area of work depending on the income received throughout the year.
18.
Q.
How do groups affiliate to PW?

A.
Through contributing to the PW Mission Fund and submitting Annual Report Forms.

19.
Q.
Will programme cards still be available?

A.
Yes.  These should be available to all women in your Church.
20.
Q.
Do we keep a record of those attending meetings?

A.
Yes, it is important to keep a contact book.
21.
Q.
Who is eligible to serve on the group committee?

A.
Women who are:-
· committed to Christ

· in agreement with PW Mission Statement and Aims

· regular attenders of PW

· members of the Congregation
22.
Q.
What constitutes a member of the Congregation?

A.
A member of the Congregation is a communicant member and contributor.
23.
Q.
How are committee members elected?

A.
Previously various ways were used to elect committee members and it is good practice to discuss the election method with the Kirk Session.  The criteria for committee members should be read before elections take place.  A ballot box will avoid embarrassment if the person proposed does not fulfil the recommended criteria.  
24.
Q.
May someone who is not a member of the Congregation serve on the group committee?

A.
It is recommended that committee members should be members of the Church.  However, if an occasion arises where someone from outside the Church could be elected, authorisation should be sought from the Kirk Session.
25.
Q.
Is money still collected separately for Wider World?

A.
Yes.  This is done through the Wider World Agent.
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