


Would you want to serve on the frontline
in Afghanistan? Perhaps you have, or
your family and friends are. The role

of the forces chaplain is standing side
by side with their colleagues offering
pastoral support and ministering in very
difficult circumstances. The Presbyterian
Church has 10 chaplains in full or part
time service cared for by the Board of
Social Witness. One recently discussed
the high number of near misses
compared to actual hits with soldiers.

“| told them prayer had a lot to do with
it. They were stunned into silence when
| told them how many people were
praying for their safety. If you ever think
one small prayer doesn’t count... think
again.”
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Usually it’s your own minister in
the pulpit, but what if they’re on
holiday, off ill or your congregation
is vacant. With fewer ministers
available for such times, a new
scheme funded by United Appeal
is training lay people to become
accredited preachers.

This will ensure that services continue Sunday by
Sunday. It also gives the opportunity to people who feel
called to preach, but not to full time ministry, to use
their gifts in God’s service.

“There are a lot of gifted people who can be of great
service to the Church and their fellow Christians,”
explains Tom Finnegan, who is organising the

scheme. “This course recognises their skills, confirms
their call and ensures quality worship even when a
congregation’s own minister is away.” 11 accredited
preachers are in the final stages of completing the pilot
programme and this autumn around 70 will begin their
year long training course.



Church... but
not as we
know it

Andy Carroll, the Presbyterian
minister in Donabate in Dublin
doesn’t go to a traditional
church for Sunday service but
worships with his congregation
in the local community centre.

Presbyterians in the Dublin
Presbytery thought there was a need for a new
congregation in the area, but rather than starting
with an expensive building they have begun
building the community and when necessary will
find a suitable home.

“Building a church is all about developing
relationships and sharing what you have with
others,’ says Andy. “Rather than having to worry
about where we meet and raise money, our focus
is on the people we meet and ministering to their
needs.”

Should the congregation need a home of their
own then United Appeal will provide some of the
finance for the move but in the meantime finite
resources are being spent carefully and wisely
while allowing God’s ministry to develop in a new
and exciting way.
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United Appeal will contribute £3,190,000/
€3,803,078 to help fund the mission of

our Church in 2011. That comes from
Presbyterians like you continuing to give
generously. Every congregation has a ‘target
of honour’ which is met in different ways
either through special offerings or monthly
contributions.

Find out how your congregation raises its
United Appeal: decide how much you
should give and play your part in supporting
the wider mission of our whole Church,
locally, nationally and around the world.

Every aspect of our Church’s mission
depends to some extent on United Appeal.
That means hundreds of staff, projects and
programmes at home and overseas, helping
both congregations and individuals and
working with old and young alike. It's a huge
ministry showing God’s love in action to
hundreds of thousands of people.

Your prayer support is vital. Keep up to

date with what’s happening through this
leaflet, the stories and videos online and by
planning your prayers using Points for Prayer,
Prayerline and Prayerfocus.

See the videos and read the full stories at Nt
www.preshyterianireland.org/unitedappeal & "\
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