Secking Pe.

“Rejoice in the Lord always. | will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be
evident to all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in
everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests fo
God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:4-7

Recently | [Debs) was
struck by the connection
between gralitude and peaca,
something which | think we,
as Christiang, aften forgat. 1F 1
can find thankfulness in my
heart for all the ways in which
(aed has blessad me and b
I've zeen Him at work around
me, then | believe it allows
room Tor God's peace o antar
my heart and whole being.
There is a steady calm which
AN Soma as a rasult of
recognising the pravizion of
our Haavenly Father and this
hedps us o move forward in
faith ard face whatever trials
MEY COME QLN Wy
Considering thiz biblical
truth has led me to reflect on
the currant poliical climate of
Mortham Ireland. To be
honest | don't know if encugh
of us have actually stopped
1o take note of the amazing
times we are living in and to
giva God thanks for tha
power-sharing government
now N place at Stormont,
Parhaps it is only now that we
can begin to process what we
have been through durng tha
last 30-40 yaars and move
from a place of hurt to a
place of healing. In ordar o
make that journey | believe
that thankfulness for God's

mercies and grace to us,
despite the worst of times,
will opean the way into the
‘peace which passes
understanding'.

It is therefore timely that
the Peace and Peacemaking
Fanel launched the “Gospel in
Canflict; Loving your
Neighbowr' course earlier this
yaar and, alongside the Youth
& Children's Board, 'Prepaning
Youth to be Peacemakers'
IPYP) Programims,
Presbytenan congregations
throwghout reland have the
means with which to engage
in gratitude and peace in a
i 8ra.

The Gospel in Conflict is
an ntraductony coursa on
peaaca buikding aimed
specifically at Preshyterians.
it aims ta challengs, equip
and support Prasbyterians to
contribute more activaly 1o
peacamaking as an integral
part of Christian disciplaship.
It exploras fiva thameas; Living
in a Dizsabled Society,
Exploring Our Presbyterian
Iderntity, Daalng with
Dizagreament, Felating o our
Meighbowrs and Taking Steps
to Building Paace,

Casiarnad to run over five
weeks, each sesslon lasts
around two hours. | can be
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used in a vanety of settings,
inciuding house groups,
midwaek meatings or as part
of evaning servicas. | (Laura)
have now delivered the
course in several churches
and am hopatul that many
more will take this opporunity
to explore the issues of
conflict and peace building in
our cammunity ard church.
Peacebuilding |5 also
about building good
ralaticnships with ans ancthear
within the: church. One
session of the Gospel in
Conflict couwrse examinas
what the Bibla says about
dealing positively with
difference. We plan to
devalop and promote the
concillation service within
FCI. There are now a number
of frainad conciliators who are
available to offer mediativa
support to individuals or
groups who find themsaives
in canflict situatians, whalher
it's within a congregation or
between congregations.
Because it is important o
efpip peoplks with the
necassany skills o daal with
conflict situations, we have
devaliaped fraining n asas
such as conflict awareness,
bullding good relationships,
decision making, and cultural



diversity, which are offered to
arry Ghaurch,

Like Gospel in Conflict,
Preparing Youth 1o be
Peacemakers ks a
discipleship-focussead
programme which serves to
digciple, equip and resource
young pecpla as thay
consider the biblical calling to
be peacemakers. Tha cowrse
also recognises the increasing
cultural diversity of Inzland
and thus explaras how wa
urderstand and relate to
athini: mnority groups. Since
2001 PYP has been run with
over S0 groups, nchuding
wolth fellowships and Gth
form classes, with mamy
finding it hugely beneficial,
deepening theair
urderstanding of their
Christian faith and idantity,
ard strengthening their
cammitrmeant to put that taith
inte practice,

Ancther facet of the PYP
programmes is the fact thet
youth leaders are encouraged
to participats in Facilitator
Training, equipping them to
deliver the programme to their
youmng pecple. Mot only has
this allowed many more

thus put peacebuilding on the
agenda for each congrecation
az a whole. It I important
that young and old leam from
each other and together kook
o the Prince of Peace with
grateful and expectant hearts.
We balieva that thers is a

groups 1o completa the
programme than would be
poesible if facilitated by one
stall person alons, but it has
dl=y demonstrated an
irnsestimeant in yvouth
leadership skills for those
taking the training and has
allowed those youth keacders
to taka a ppumey of personal
reflection about living as a
Christian in a divided society.
Mow that the Gospel In
Conflict coursa has been
launchead, it excites us that
thare iz appartunity for
congregations to run both
vouth and adult courses,
concumently if possible, and

continuing need for our
denocmination o make a
greater contribution 1o peace
and recondcliation in NMarthern
Ireland. The violert conflict is
ower, But thars remains a
huge task in bullding peace
ard working towards & shared
space. Through this peace
building programmee, our
wiskon |3 1o support and
challengs Prasbyterians to
cantribute more aclively to
peace in Ireland thowgh
practical peacebuilding steps.

Dabs Erwin & Laura Coultar
Paacarmaking Programeme

eace iy (ke possamer —

vatnerable. yer tndesiroctiide::

fear if, awd i will be rewoven.

Feace does not despair,

Begin to weave o web of peoce:

stowt i fhe cenive

and meke peace with vourself

and your (od.

Take the threod onfwornds

arigd biedld peace within vour farmily, vour commaimin
— aird in the circle of those yvou find it hard to like.
Then stretch vour concem

indo all the world,

Weave a welt of peace

and di nor despear,

Lowve is the warp in the fobec af Bife:
rrach is e wefi.

core and integrity together —

vetnerable,

Peace

Bt wltimately
indeshuctible.
Topether,

they spell
pedce. ..
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