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Draft Daily Minutes
BELFAST  2016

SIXTH  SESSION

Thursday, 9th June 2016
9.30am
The Assembly again convened, the Moderator leading in prayer.
The Report of the COUNCIL FOR MISSION IN IRELAND (Reports pp238-267) was submitted by the Rev Stephen Simpson, along with the following Supplementary Report: 
Moved by the Rev Stephen Simpson, seconded by the Rev BD Colvin, and agreed:
1.
That the report of the Mission Partnership Forum’s, Review of the Alternating Ministries Scheme (Appendix A) be received, and its recommendations adopted. 

2.
That option D in Appendix B of the report of the Council for Mission in Ireland (Belfast Task Group) be adopted. 

3.
That a review of the Home Mission be undertaken on terms agreed by the Council for Mission in Ireland, and that a report with recommendations be brought to the General Assembly, ideally in 2017. 

4.
That the General Assembly authorise the sale of the Shankill Road Mission building on terms agreed by the Trustees of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland. 

5.
That the sacrifice of those who fought and died at the Battle of the Somme, and marked on its centenary anniversary on 1st July 2016, be acknowledged at services of worship the Sunday following, or another suitable occasion. 

6.
That the work of PCI Chaplains in Healthcare, Prisons, the Forces, Universities and Colleges be commended to the Church for prayer, both privately and at services of worship. 

7.
That the General Assembly agrees to the formation of a Strategy for Mission Coordination Committee, and place it under the Council for Mission in Ireland, with the Convener and membership to be nominated by the Nominations Committee. 

8.
That the Report of the Council for Mission in Ireland be received. 
Intermission
Section 4 of the Report of the GENERAL  COUNCIL (Reports pp 55-90) along with resolutions 16-22 (Reports p106) was submitted by Mr John Hunter. 
Moved by Mr John Hunter, seconded by the Rev RA McLernon, and agreed:

17.
That approval be given to the pre-65 retirements of the Revs D N Gray (Portaferry), Ian McKee (Aughnacloy and Ballymagrane), George F McKeown (Rathcoole) and Dr Roger Purce (Groomsport), under the provisions of Par 223 of the Code.
18.
That the 2016 budgeted expenditure of the Incidental Fund (as set out in Support Services Appendix 2) be approved. 

19.
That the Assessment rates for 2016 be as set out in the report and that the rate of assessment for the Pension Fund be set at 24.0% of stipend paid in the year.

20.
That the General Assembly adopt Option 2 in the report of the Commercial Use of Assembly Buildings Task Group (‘The Hybrid or Partial Scheme’).
21.
That the United Appeal for 2017 be as set out on the Schedules of the report of the United Appeal Committee.
22.
That the General Assembly encourage all Congregations to make use of the available United Appeal for Mission promotional materials and to mark the first Sunday in March (or other suitable Sunday) as United Appeal for Mission Sunday.
23.
That Section 4 of the Report of the General Council be received.
The Council for Global Mission Report, paragraph 12, refers to a visit made by Helen Johnston to Nepal in May 2015, however due to the earthquakes that devastated Nepal in April and May of this year, this visit did not take place.
OVERTURES GROUP 1: RELATED TO ‘AUDIT’
The Overtures anent Pars 46(h), 240(1), 272(11)(b), 46(h),  59(2)(a), 76(e), 240(4), 258(b), 310(3), 137 and 240(1) of the Code (Reports pp 122-123) were submitted by the Rev TD Gribben.

Moved by the Rev TD Gribben, seconded by Mr John Hunter, and agreed:

1.
That the two Overtures anent Par 46(h) of the Code and the Overtures anent Pars 59(2)(a), 76(e) and 137 be received and placed on the books.
2.
That the two Overtures anent Par 46(h) of the Code and the Overtures anent Pars 59(2)(a) and 76(e) and 137 be made  Interim Acts.

3.
That the Overtures anent Pars 240(1), 272(11)(b), 240(4), 258(b), 310(3) and 240(1) of the Code be received and that, under Par 111 of the Code, they be made the rule of the Church.
OVERTURES GROUP 2: RELATED TO RMF & WMF

The Overtures anent Pars 321(1), 326(1)(b), 326(1)(c) of the Code (Reports p 123) were submitted by the Rev TD Gribben.

Moved by the Rev TD Gribben, seconded by Mr John Hunter, and agreed:

1.
That the Overtures anent Pars 321(1), 326(1)(b), 326(1)(c) of the Code be received and that, under Par 111 of the Code, they be made the rule of the Church.
OVERTURES: COUNCIL FOR TRAINING IN MINISTRY   (Reports pp 109-114) – business resumed at Overtures anent Par 72(e) etc of the Code (see page ____)
OVERTURES GROUP 1: NEW ACADEMIC STAFFING STRUCTURE

The Overtures anent Pars 72(e), 74, 132(5), 134(3), 201(1) and 202(7) of the Code (Reports p109) were submitted by the Rev TJ Stothers.

Moved by the Rev TJ Stothers, seconded by the Rev JNI McNeely, and agreed:

1.
That the Overtures anent Pars 72(e), 74, 132(5), 134(3) of the Code be received and placed on the books.
2.
That the Overtures anent Pars 72(e), 74, 132(5), 134(3) of the Code be made an Interim Act.

3.
That the Overtures anent Pars 201(1) and 202(7) of the Code be received and that, under Par 111 of the Code, they be made the rule of the Church.

The Overtures anent Par 309(1), two relating to Par 309(3), Pars 309(4) and 309(5) of the Code (Reports pp110-111) were submitted by the Rev TJ Stothers.

Moved by the Rev TJ Stothers, seconded by the Rev JNI McNeely, and agreed:

1.
That the Overtures anent Par 309(1), two relating to Par 309(3), Pars 309(4) and 309(5) of the Code be received and that, under Par 111 of the Code, they be made the rule of the Church.
OVERTURES GROUP 2: TO UPDATE THE CODE IN LINE WITH PREVIOUS DECISIONS OF ASSEMBLY

The Overtures anent Pars 214(1),(2)&(7), 217(8)(a), 275(1)(a), 214(3),  214(4)&(5), 215(1),(4),(6)&(7), 216, 217 and 218  of the Code (Reports p111) were submitted by the Rev TJ Stothers.

Moved by the Rev TJ Stothers, seconded by the Rev JNI McNeely, and agreed:

1.
That the Overtures anent Pars 214(1),(2)&(7), 217(8)(a), 275(1)(a), 214(3),  214(4)&(5), 215(1),(4),(6)&(7), 216, 217 and 218  of the Code be received and that, under Par 111 of the Code, they be made the rule of the Church.

The Overtures anent Pars 214, 215(1), 215(4), 217(6)(b) and (8)(a),(b)&(d) of the Code (Reports pp111-112) were submitted by the Rev TJ Stothers.

Moved by the Rev TJ Stothers, seconded by the Rev JNI McNeely, and agreed:

That the Overtures anent Pars 214, 215(1), 215(4), 217(6)(b) and (8)(a),(b)&(d) of the Code of the Code be received and that, under Par 111 of the Code, they be made the rule of the Church.

The Overture anent Pars 215, 216(2)(a), 216(6), 216(7), Par 217(2) and Par 217(8)(d) of the Code (Reports pp112-113) were submitted by the Rev TJ Stothers.

Moved by the Rev TJ Stothers, seconded by the Rev JNI McNeely, and agreed:

That the Overture anent Pars 215, 216(2)(a), 216(6), 216(7), Par 217(2) and Par 217(8)(d) of the Code be received and that, under Par 111 of the Code, they be made the rule of the Church.

The Overtures anent Pars 217(3), 218(2)(b) and 218(2)&(3)  of the Code (Reports p113) were submitted by the Rev TJ Stothers.

Moved by the Rev TJ Stothers, seconded by the Rev JNI McNeely, and agreed:

That the Overtures anent Pars 217(3), 218(2)(b) and 218(2)&(3) of the Code be received and that, under Par 111 of the Code, they be made the rule of the Church.

OVERTURES GROUP 3: TERMINATION OF LICENTIATE ASSISTANTSHIPS

The three Overtures anent Par 219A of the Code (Reports p113) were submitted by the Rev TJ Stothers.

Moved by the Rev TJ Stothers, seconded by the Rev JNI McNeely, and agreed:

That the three Overtures anent Par 219A of the Code be received and that, under Par 111 of the Code, they be made the rule of the Church.

OVERTURES  GROUP 4: DEACONESSES

The Overtures anent Pars 303(3), 303(4)(c), 303(4)(d) and 304 of the Code (Reports p114) were submitted by the Rev TJ Stothers.

Moved by the Rev TJ Stothers, seconded by the Rev JNI McNeely, and agreed:

That the Overtures anent Pars 303(3), 303(4)(c), 303(4)(d) and 304 of the Code be received and that, under Par 111 of the Code, they be made the rule of the Church.

The Assembly engaged in worship and the Moderator invited the Rev Mairisine Stanfield, and the Rev Robert McMullan to assist and the Rev DJ Bruce to address the Assembly.

The sederunt came to a close at 12.50pm, the Moderator pronouncing the Benediction. 

__________________
SEVENTH  SESSION

Thursday, 9th June 2016
  2.00pm
The Assembly again convened, the Moderator leading in prayer.  

PEOPLE  MATTER  TO  GOD

Caring for our Older Members
The Rev TJ McCormick introduced the presentation.

A video on Sunnyside House was shown. 

The following panel of speakers successively addressed the House: Mr Stephen Gowdy, Mrs Winnie Moffett, Dr James Lavery, Mr George Clarke, Miss Joyce McKee, and Mrs Linda Wray

A video, ‘The Lovely Daughter’ was shown.

Members received a “Survey of Activities for Older Members” (relating to provision in congregations) and were asked to complete it.

The Rev AR Bill launched “Guidelines for Pastoral Care of Older Generations”.

Mr Conway presented the Moderator with a “twiddle-muff”.

The Moderator closed the presentation by leading in prayer at 3.03pm.

Intermission
Miss Helen Johnston (Mission Support Officer for Member Care) presented to the Assembly and the Moderator Council for Global Mission retiring personnel and Presbyterians serving overseas with other mission agencies.  The Moderator led in prayer.
The Report of the COUNCIL FOR GLOBAL MISSION (Reports pp314-329) was submitted by the Rev Dr SE Hughes.

Moved by the Rev Dr SE Hughes, seconded by the Rev WS Marrs, and agreed:

1.
That the General Assembly, while appreciating the complexity of the Syrian refugee and wider migrant crisis, as recipients of God’s generous grace, reiterate their commitment to the value of all people created in God’s image, to the right of people to refuge from conflict and to PCI’s responsibility to be people of generous hospitality. 

2.
That the General Assembly, in giving thanks to God for PCI’s global mission partnerships both longstanding and new, request the Council for Global Mission to give special attention to PCI’s support of and learning from the persecuted church, reporting to the General Assembly in 2017. 

3.
That the General Assembly, deeply concerned that so many around the world do not know Jesus Christ, urge the Council, in collaboration with the Creative Production Department, to communicate effectively the story of God’s global mission and in a manner that encourages renewed commitment by the wider church to resource PCI’s global engagement both prayerfully and financially. 

4.
That the Council for Global Mission, through the Stewardship of Creation Panel, take forward the development of a Biblical position on the causes and effects of climate change and report to the 2017 General Assembly. 

5.
That the General Assembly, acknowledging the dedicated endeavours of PCI’s global mission personnel, give thanks for the faithful, much appreciated and often unseen service to them rendered by former Pastoral Advisors. 

6.
That the General Assembly give thanks for the exceptional and continuing generosity of the congregations and members of PCI in supporting both the 2015 World Development Appeal and the Special Appeal for the Nepal, and commend the 2016 Appeal to all congregations. 

7.
That the report of the Council for Global Mission be received.
Section 5 of the Report of the GENERAL COUNCIL (Reports pp91-103) along with resolutions 23-29 (Reports pp106-107) was submitted by the Very Rev Dr RL Craig, together with the following Supplementary Report:
Additional Resolutions:

25a.
That the General Assembly instruct the Doctrine Committee to draw up guidelines for leaders and members of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland when they are invited to take part in worship with others of a non-Trinitarian faith and report to the 2017 General Assembly.

28a.
That the General Assembly welcome plans to mark the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation in 2017 (2016 Reports pp100-101) and authorise the General Council to approve a suitable budget for the autumn event(s).

28b.
That Section 5 of the Report of the General Council be received.
TREVOR D GRIBBEN

Moved by the Very Rev Dr RL Craig, seconded by the Rev TD Gribben:

24.
That the General Assembly note the worthwhile meeting which has taken place between representatives of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland and the Church of Scotland; that the natural ongoing contacts and collaborations between Councils, Conveners and staff be encouraged and developed where appropriate; and that representatives of both denomination’s Church Relations Committees be encouraged to meet in the autumn of 2016 to discuss ongoing relationships. 
Moved as an amendment by the Rev TP Fleming, seconded by the Rev RA Liddle:
24.
That the General Assembly note the worthwhile meeting which has taken place between representatives of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland and the Church of Scotland; that the natural ongoing contacts and collaborations between Councils, Conveners and staff be re-evaluated, encouraged and developed where appropriate; and that representatives of both denominations’ Church Relations Committees be encouraged to meet in the autumn of 2016 to discuss ongoing relationships.
Dr Craig and Mr Gribben accepted the amendment.

Moved as an amendment by the Rev Prof SN Williams, seconded by the Rev TWD Johnston:

24.
That the General Assembly note the worthwhile meeting which has taken place between representatives of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland and the Church of Scotland; that the natural ongoing contacts and collaborations between Councils, Conveners and staff be maintained where appropriate; and that representatives of both denominations’ Church Relations Committees be encouraged to meet in the autumn of 2016 to discuss ongoing relationships.
On being put to the House the amendment was declared passed.

On being put to the House, with 109 voting for and 70 voting against, the substantive motion was declared passed.

Moved by the Very Rev Dr RL Craig, seconded by the Rev TD Gribben and agreed:

25.
That the General Assembly note the worthwhile meeting which has taken place between representatives of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland and the Free Church of Scotland and welcome a natural development of a relationship with the Free Church of Scotland through areas of mutual interest in the Councils of the respective Assemblies.

26.
That the Clerk, the Revs John Brackenridge and Cheryl Meban be appointed to represent the Presbyterian Church in Ireland at the 26th General Council of the World Communion of Reformed Churches in Leipzig, Germany, from 29th June to 7th July 2017, with the General Council authorised to appoint alternates if necessary; and that a gift of £2,000 be made to a Partner Church, identified through the Council for Global Mission, to assist with their attendance at the Council.
27.
That the General Assembly instruct the Doctrine Committee to draw up guidelines for leaders and members of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland when they are invited to take part in worship with others of a non-Trinitarian faith and report to the 2017 General Assembly. 

28.
That the General Assembly note the report regarding the position of Ministers with regard to membership of a Congregation. 

29.
That the General Assembly instruct all Presbyteries to carry out a survey of all Congregations, using a provided pro-forma, to ascertain: 

Who are their Holding Trustees? (Presbytery Education Board or list of current named Trustees) 

Are there deeds for all congregational property? 

Where are the deeds held? 

and report the outcome to the Convener of the Holding Trustees Task Group by 31st December 2016. 

30.
That the General Council be authorised to receive the report of the Congregational Property Letting Task Group on behalf of the Assembly, with power to implement its recommendations.
31.
That the General Assembly welcome plans to mark the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation in 2017 (2016 Reports pp100-101) and authorise the General Council to approve a suitable budget for the autumn event(s).

32.
That Section 5 of the Report of the General Council be received.
Business lapsed on Standing Orders (see page _____)
The sederunt came to a close at 6.27pm, the Moderator leading members in saying ‘The Grace’.

