[image: ]Prayer update
May 2024
Kenny Hanna, PCI Rural Chaplain


Livestock Markets and Farmers
Please pray for farmers and farming families, for whom the many months of wet weather have brought hardship. Some crops were lost in the Autumn - they could not be harvested. With Spring crops being considerably behind-time in getting planted (in some cases, farmers will have to scale back, or not plant at all). Cattle had to be housed in the Autumn earlier than usual and are being turned out to grass in the Spring later than normal. All this leads to financial pressure and mental health concerns. Please pray that farmers will feel able to seek support and that rural chaplaincy, and others, will be able to help. 

Give thanks to God for, at the time of writing, an encouraging window of dry weather. Thus enabling cattle to be turned out from their Winter housing, onto the grass, while some Spring crops are in the process of being planted, and silage, to provide Winter feed, is beginning to be harvested.
[image: ]Speaking Engagements - (Including Local Churches)
· Friday 12th May – Anaghlone and Garvaghy
· Sunday 26th May – 2nd Saintfield
Please remember the Rural Chaplaincy Panel, meeting Wednesday 1st May. May God guide our discussions. Thank God for the many opportunities He is opening up for the work of rural chaplaincy and ask Him to give us godly wisdom about how best to take them.

Night of Training and Prayer for the stand at Saintfield Show – Wednesday 22nd May. Please pray for lots of team members to staff the stands at all the Shows we are involved in – as well as Saintfield, we have stands at Armagh, Castlewellan, Lurgan and Newry Shows. May the times of training and prayer be filled with God’s blessing and may each person involved be equipped to be a godly and attractive witness for Jesus.

At the General Assembly, a report will be given about the future of rural chaplaincy in PCI. Please join with us in praying that God will enable us to “discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect” (Romans 12:2).

Dairy cows out at grass recently 


Other Opportunities and Needs
Thursday evening 9th May – Hilltown Hotel Bible Study. God has placed us right in the centre of Hilltown village. Please pray that new people will continue to join us, feel at home and respond to Jesus’ welcome

Wednesday 15th May – Saturday 18th May – Balmoral Show. NI’s biggest agri-event, with an annual attendance of some 100,000 people. Please remember Dromore Presbytery, as they run a stand at the Show. Rural Chaplaincy will also be attending events and meeting people throughout the 4 days. The Moderator and Mrs Mawhinney will visit the Show on Wednesday, spending time on the Dromore Presbytery stand and accompanying me in meetings with farm support agencies and others. Please pray, between us all, and alongside many other Christians involved at Balmoral, that we will have many opportunities to lovingly point people to Jesus. 
[image: ]Wednesday 29th May - Kilcoo Bible Study. Please pray that relationships within the group will continue to grow and deepen and that God will be at work, drawing attendees to a clear and living relationship with Jesus. 

Dromore Presbytery stand last year
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with Castlewellan Presbyterian Church. We recently had a wonderfully encouraging evening
of training and prayer together. Pray for God to be at work, opening people’s hearts to Jesus.

Remember congregations across the Presbyteries who are doing summer outreach events. May God be at work,
building relationships between local churches and local communities and drawing people of all ages to Jesus.

Other opportunities and needs

Give thanks for a new person who has just begun attending the evangelistic Hotel Bible
Study in Hilltown. Pray for us (next meeting Thursday 21 July) as we study Mark’s Gospel, that
God will draw along people from all backgrounds and bring them to love and follow Jesus.

Health and Safety Executive N. Ireland (HSENI) have asked Kenny, when needed, to attend
fatal or serious farm accidents across the country, if a family have no obvious or accessible
pastoral support. This will involve both helping families in crisis, as well as supporting HSENI

staff members, if requested. Pray that Kenny may know God's equipping for this ministry.

Pray for suitable economic conditions to enable our farmers to produce high-quality, affordable food for
consumers. A recent N. Ireland survey shows the tripling of the cost of fertilizer compared to last year has led to
72% of farmers purchasing less fertiliser this year. This will mean less food being produced by N. Ireland farms,
which has implications for food security in the UK. Relying on importing food from other countries is not a wise
strategy.

united For more information on PCI's Rural Chaplaincy work, go to www.presbyterianireland.org/mission or contact:
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