SIXTH  SESSION

Thursday, 9th June, 2011
9.30am
The Assembly again convened, the Moderator leading in prayer.

In Private

The Report of the JUDICIAL  COMMISSION (Reports pp 77-78) was submitted by Mr Mervyn A Morrow QC, along with the following Supplementary Report:

REFERENCE  FROM  THE  AHOREY  COMMISSION  OF  THE  ARMAGH  PRESBYTERY

1. The Judicial Commission recognises that there have been very difficult and sensitive matters for the Presbytery and its Commission to deal with, and the Judicial Commission acknowledges the many hours spent by the Presbytery members in seeking the best way forward for the Ahorey Congregation.  Following receipt of the Presbytery Commission’s reference dated 2 June 2010, the Judicial Commission heard and considered the responses of  (a) Presbytery representatives,  (b) the Ruling Elders and (c) the Minister and his wife respectively to a number of questions.

2.
Having heard and considered their respective responses the Judicial Commission is satisfied:

(a)
that reports of events circumstances and relationships which had been the subject of concern to the Commission of Presbytery have not irreparably impaired the ministry of the Minister;

(b)
that the relationships between the Congregation, Ruling Elders and the Minister have been clarified and harmony is being restored;

(c)
that the Ruling Elders desire closure of the issues that had caused concern to the Commission of Presbytery, and desire to go forward in their work with the ministry of the Minister in the Congregation, and both intend to work together and look to Presbytery for support.

3.
In the forgoing circumstances the Judicial Commission finds and determines:

(1)
that the reasons for the concerns which had been expressed by the Commission of Presbytery in its reference and in its written and oral submissions no longer require further response of or inquiry by or directions from Presbytery; 

(2)
that it is not appropriate for the Judicial Commission to instruct Presbytery in the matter of the appointment of the Clerk of Presbytery, but notes and endorses the expressed wish and intention of the Minister to devote his time to the primary task of rebuilding relationships in the congregations of Ahorey and Clare and that he does not seek to return for the time being to the office of Clerk of Presbytery;
(3)
that representatives of the Judicial Commission are available to assist the parties to further the restoration of harmonious relationships in Ahorey Congregation and for this purpose intend to meet with the Minister and such other parties as are deemed appropriate.
4.
The Judicial Commission commits the Minister and his wife, the Ruling Elders and Members of both the Congregations of Ahorey and Clare and the Members of Presbytery to the care, guidance and help of Almighty God in their work.  It looks forward in prayer to the restoration of harmonious relationships in Ahorey Congregation, which will glorify God and bear witness to His Kingdom.

27 August 2010

APPEAL  AGAINST  A  DECISION  OF  THE  BALLYMENA  PRESBYTERY

Appeal of Junior Christian Endeavour Leaders to the Judicial Commission against the decision of the Ballymena Presbytery Commission, made on 6 July 2010, that they be dismissed as leaders of the Junior Christian Endeavour in Cairnalbana Presbyterian Church
The Judicial Commission, having considered the record of the Cairnalbana Commission of the Ballymena Presbytery in the case including extracts from the Minutes of the Cairnalbana Kirk Session and of the Presbytery Commission, met on 13 September 2010 to consider the written and oral submissions of the Appellants and the oral submissions of representatives of the Kirk Session and of the Presbytery Commission, and Finds:

1.
On 3 November 2009 the Presbytery Commission was appointed following a request from Cairnalbana Kirk Session to look into the situation in Cairnalbana congregation and to give assistance to the Kirk Session. 
On 30 March 2010 the Presbytery Commission issued its Finding  which included four recommendations, of which the fourth is “Commission directs that the Junior C. E ...... stop as soon as practically possible and that the issues regarding communication ...... between leaders and the minister be resolved to the Commission’s satisfaction.  [This organisation] shall recommence at the Commission’s discretion once the Commission is satisfied that outstanding issues have been dealt with.”  In the Conclusion the Finding included “Due to the nature of the issues and the complexity of relationships [the Commission does] not believe [removing people from posts] is the best way of resolving matters at this stage”.

2.
Members of the Presbytery Commission attended the Kirk Session stated meeting on 14 June 2010.  The Commission advised the Kirk Session to assess the confidence it had in the leadership of the Junior Christian Endeavour in a secret ballot.  One of the appellants, a member of the Kirk Session, remained present and was included as one of the voters in the ballot for the purpose of indicating the Kirk Session’s confidence in the Christian Endeavour leadership and was permitted to vote with the other elders, except in relation to the vote concerning himself.  The Minister, to whom the Presbytery Commission had referred in its fourth recommendation (quoted above), remained also and was included as one of the voters in the ballot and was permitted to vote with the other elders.  None of the voters were permitted to vote in relation to any of their respective family members.  The votes were cast for each of the Christian Endeavour leaders seriatim.  The results recorded in the minutes disclose that a majority of the voters expressed their confidence for each of the four leaders.

3.
The Presbytery Commission noted that all the leaders of the Junior Christian Endeavour had received less than two-thirds of the votes and advised the Kirk Session that it would be unwise to appoint leaders obtaining such a percentage of votes and that the Christian Endeavour leadership should be stood down.

4.
On 6 July 2010 the Presbytery Commission decided, acting under paragraph 20 (1) (b) of  The Code, to send a letter to one of the Christian Endeavour Leaders confirming that the Christian Endeavour leaders did not receive a two-thirds vote of confidence from the Kirk Session and that as a result the Junior Christian Endeavour leadership had been stood down.  The Presbytery Commission sent a letter dated 8 July 2010 with three copies in the foregoing terms to that Leader, and in which the Commission asked him to so inform the rest of the Christian Endeavour leadership.

5.
The Presbytery Commission submitted to the Judicial Commission that it considered that at least a two-thirds majority vote of confidence was required because it took the view that a minister should obtain that majority from a congregation before it would be considered safe to issue a call to the congregation. 

6.
The evidence before the Judicial Commission has disclosed that the minister considered that relationships and communications between the Christian Endeavour leadership and himself had broken down.  There was no evidence before the Judicial Commission that the Presbytery Commission had met with or interviewed the minister or any of the Christian Endeavour leaders, other than the one to whom they had written in relation to the problem. 

7.
The Judicial Commission is satisfied that the Presbytery Commission was not justified in reaching the conclusions and decisions which are the subject of this appeal on the grounds that none of the leaders of the Christian Endeavour had received two-thirds of the votes of confidence, because:
(1)
it was improper for one of the appellants and the minister, both being the members of Kirk Session who were primarily concerned in and affected by the issues the subject of the ballot, to be present and to vote in the ballot.  Consequently the results of the ballot undertaken by the  Kirk Session on 14 June 2010, in so far only as they related to the leadership of the Junior Christian Endeavour, are determined by the Judicial Commission to be null and void;
(2)
in any event, each of the leaders had received a majority of the votes of the Kirk Session and it was not appropriate in the circumstances to adopt a practice which may have been adopted in relation to the issue of a call to a minister to a Congregation to the matter of whether leaders of Christian Endeavour who had already been appointed by the Kirk Session should be dismissed from the position they held.

In Conclusion, the Judicial Commission directs: 

1.
That the decision of the Presbytery Commission at its meeting on 6 July, 2010 to stand down the Junior Christian Endeavour Leadership be set aside.

2.
That the Junior Christian Endeavour should not recommence until the Presbytery Commission is satisfied that outstanding issues have been dealt with, in accordance with paragraph 4 of the Presbytery Finding Recommendations of 30 March, 2010.

3.
That the Appellants and Minister are to take part in meaningful conciliation, facilitated by the Presbytery Commission with the help of the General Assembly’s Conciliation Panel and each of the parties – Appellants, Minister and Presbytery Commission – are to report back to the Judicial Commission no later than 13 December, 2010.

The Judicial Commission commends the Appellants and their families, the Minister, Kirk Session and Congregation of Cairnalbana and the Presbytery of Ballymena to the grace and peace of Almighty God.   
4 October 2010

APPEAL  AGAINST  A  DECISION  OF  THE  BALLYMENA  PRESBYTERY

Notice of Appeal was received from a person who had applied to the Ballymena Presbytery to be nominated to the Board of Christian Training in order to proceed to the next stage of the Accredited Preacher Scheme.  While the Appeal is in order, the Judicial Commission decided that it should report to the General Assembly under Code Par 165(3) and recommend that a special Commission be appointed to deal with this and any similar appeal through the year.  The special Commission should also recommend to next year’s Assembly how a review process may be built into a Presbytery nomination procedure rather than a judicial appeal.  This report should refer to all nominations such as Accredited Preacher, Auxiliary Minister and Candidate for the Ministry.  The recommended membership of the special Commission is:  Moderator, Clerk, 3 members Judicial Commission; 3 members Board of Christian Training; 2 members Doctrine Committee.

RESIGNATION  AND  APPOINTMENT  TO  JUDICIAL  AND  SPECIAL  COMMISSION

The resignation of the Rev TJ Conway as Tyrone Presbytery representative to the Judicial Commission was noted with regret.  The nomination of the Rev TWA Greer to the Judicial Commission was also received.

The Judicial Commission nominate the Rev Dr DJ McKelvey to the Special Commission.

Moved by Mr Mervyn A Morrow QC, seconded by the Rev Dr DJ Watts, and agreed:

1.
That the Report be received.

2.
That the following Commission be appointed to consider any appeal against a Presbytery decision not to nominate an applicant for the Accredited Preacher course and to consider how such appeals should be dealt with in the future:  Moderator, Clerk; Revs TJ Conway, M Stanfield; MA Morrow QC; Revs JNI McNeely, TD Gribben, Dr RB Savage; Rev Prof JP Taylor, AD Davidson.

3.
That the resignation of the Rev TJ Conway be accepted, that he be thanked for his services and the Rev TWA Greer appointed in his place.

4.
That the Rev Dr DJ McKelvey be appointed a member of the special Commission.
In Public
The Report of the UNITED  APPEAL  BOARD (Reports pp 285-291) was submitted by the Rev RIA Allely.

Moved by the Rev RIA Allely, seconded by the Very Rev Dr John Dunlop, and agreed:

1.
That the Report be received.

2.
That the United Appeal for 2012 be as set out in the Schedules (III) and (IV).

3.
That the General Assembly instruct the Priorities Committee to initiate an independent review by an outside consultant of the core costs, including staffing, of each Board and report to the 2012 Assembly.

4.
That the General Assembly impose a moratorium on all new posts during the year 2011-2012, unless approved in special circumstances by the General Board.

5.
That the General Assembly commend the Briefing and DVDs on the work supported by the United Appeal to Congregations and ask that they be used creatively.

6.
That the United Appeal Board for the ensuing year be appointed in accordance with par 287 of the Code as follows:

UNITED  APPEAL  BOARD
Rev RIA Allely, Convener

The Clerk, Secretary

(a)
The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly; Board Convener.

(b)
Mrs EJ Mann — JN Greenlee — Rev NAL Cameron — Billy Elliot — Rev AR Bill — Martin Hampton — R Nelson — Rev TJ Laverty — Stewart Ramsey — William Keown — James McDowell — Rev Mary Hunter — Rev S Newell — J Bole — Rev DJ Temple — N Morrison — Rev KDW Crowe — Mrs Laura Martin — Rev WG Hamilton.

(g)
Rev Dr John Dunlop, John Brackenridge; Miss DE McCaughan, Dennis Alexander, Douglas Crowe, Raymond Adams, WK Belshaw, Peter McGimpsey.

The MEMORIAL  OF  THE  KIRK  SESSION  OF  FIRST  DERRY  AND  CLAREMONT  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  was submitted by the Rev Stanley Stewart:
To the Venerable the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland to meet in Belfast on 6th day of June, 2011.

The Memorial of the Kirk Session of First Derry and Claremont Presbyterian Church  Respectfully Showeth:

That a successful assimilation of First Derry and Claremont Churches has taken place.

That the city’s oldest congregation is  known and exclusively referred to as First Derry.

That the congregation, following 8.75 years displacement due to severe structural problems caused by dry-rot, has returned to its spiritual home on the site of the first church built in 1690.

The Kirk Session considers that the appropriate name for the congregation, which has met on the same site since 1690 should now be First Derry Church (incorporating Claremont).  Memorialists therefore pray your Venerable Assembly to approve the change of name from First Derry and Claremont Presbyterian Church to that of First Derry Presbyterian Church (incorporating Claremont), and Memorialists, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

Adopted by the Kirk Session at its meeting on 27th March 2011

DAVID LATIMER, Moderator

DEREK R LEE, Clerk of Session

Licensed and transmitted by the Presbytery of Derry and Donegal at its meeting in Gortnessy on Tuesday 3 May, 2011 with the strong recommendation that the prayer of the Memorialists be granted.

R BUICK, Moderator

S STEWART, Clerk

Moved by the Rev Stanley Stewart, seconded by the Rev Dr Stewart Jones, and agreed:

That the Memorial be received and its prayer granted.
BOARD OF  FINANCE & PERSONNEL (Reports pp 236-283 & Supplementary Reports p K-O)– debate resumed (see page ____)
Moved by Mr John Hunter, CB, seconded by Mr Douglas Crowe and agreed:

2.
That the rate of assessment for the Central Ministry Fund for 2011 be 18.5p in the £ of stipend.

3.
That the rate of assessment for the Retired Ministers’ Fund for 2011 be 1.5p in the £ of stipend.

4.
That the rate of assessment for the Widows of Ministers’ Fund for 2011 be 4.0p in the £ of stipend.

5.
That the rate of assessment for the Prolonged Disability Fund for 2011 be 0.25p in the £ of stipend.

6.
That the rate of assessment for the Church House Repair Fund for 2011 be 3.50p in the £ of stipend.

7.
That the rate of assessment for the Incidental Fund for 2011 be 5.00p in the £ of stipend.

8.
That the rate of assessment for the PCI Pension (2009) Fund for 2011 be 30.00p in the £ of stipend.

9.
That the rate of assessment for the Sick Supply Fund for 2011 be 0.25p in the £ of stipend.

10.
That the General Assembly approve the new Rules as set out in Appendix 4 for the Retired Ministers House Fund.

11.
That the contract of Felix O’Hare & Co Ltd be extended to carry out work to the first floor of Church House, up to a value of the savings of approximately £350,000, but that no additional money be expended which has not already been approved by the General Assembly.
Moved by Mr John Hunter, CB, seconded by Mr Douglas Crowe:

12.
That the General Assembly authorise the General Board to advise the Property Management Committee, if necessary, in agreeing terms with potential tenants.

Moved by the Rev Joseph Andrews, seconded by Mr Jonathan Pope, and agreed:

12.
That the General Assembly:

(a) recognising its custom and practice, authorise the General Board to advise the Property Management Committee, if necessary, in agreeing terms with potential tenants;

(b) request the General Board to set up a Panel to examine the wider issues connected with the commercial property aspect of the Church House complex and report to the General Assembly of 2012.

Moved by Mr John Hunter, CB, seconded by Mr Douglas Crowe and agreed:

13.
That rule 17c of the Prolonged Disability Fund be amended to add the word “currently available” as follows “evidence which demonstrates to the satisfaction of reasonable medical opinion that all currently available appropriate treatment option have been thoroughly investigated and appropriately explained to the applicant/prospective applicant.”

14.
That Ernst & Young, LLP be appointed as auditors for all the Committees, Boards, Trusts, Commissions and Agencies of The General Assembly for the year 2011.

15.
That under the provisions of the Code Par 223(3) the Rev JA Thompson (Dervock) be given permission to retire on or after his 64th birthday, on 4 May, 2012.
Moved by Mr John Hunter, CB, seconded by the Rev Dr Donald Watts, and agreed:
16.
That the resignation of Mr Douglas Crowe as Convener of the Pensions and Assessments Committee be accepted, that he be thanked for his services and that the Rev DC Porter be appointed in his place.

Moved by Mr John Hunter, CB, seconded by Mr Douglas Crowe and agreed:
17.
That the resignation of Mr Michael Fitch as Convener of the Finance, Legal and IT Committee be accepted, that he be thanked for his services and that Mr Robert McCullagh be appointed in his place.

18.
That the resignation of Mr David Lamb as Convener of the Personnel Committee be accepted, that he be thanked for his services and that Mr Robert Campton be appointed in his place.

19.
That the resignation of Mr Hubert Martin as Co-Convener of the Property Management Committee be accepted, that he be thanked for his services and that the Rev Adrian McLernon become sole Convener of the Committee.

20.
That the Board of Finance and Personnel, with its associated working Committees for the ensuing year, be appointed in accordance with Par 286 of the Code as follows:

BOARD  OF  FINANCE  AND  PERSONNEL
John Hunter  Convener

(a)
The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly, Board Convener, Financial Secretary, Convener of Union Commission.

(b)
Rev NJ Linkens; Mrs EJ Mann — Rev RIA Allely; AG Sleator — Rev Dr DA Murphy; Lyle Cubitt — Rev WA Abernethy; Alan Bridle — Rev Dr WI Hull; _______________ — JD McKibbin, Martin Hampton — Rev RJA Bell; Ronnie Nelson — Rev Dr David Clarke; Basil McCorriston — Rev Dr Brian Brown; Robin Young — Norman Jackson, Desmond Milligan — Rev John Brackenridge; R McCullagh — Alan Foster; James Gregg — Rev Dr SA Matthews; Herbert Smyth — Rev RS Agnew; Allan McAdoo — John Peacock, Mervyn Agnew — Alex Fletcher, RH Kidd — Rev Dr PB Wilson; Robert McKane — Alex Chestnutt, SJ Waugh — Rev John Flaherty; Kenneth Sharkey.

A.
COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE,  LEGAL  AND  IT
Robert McCullagh, Convener

(a)
The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly, Board Convener, Committee Convener, Financial Secretary, Michael Fitch.

(x)
Rodney Power, Tim McQuoid, Alan Meban.

(y)
Revs. Dr WI Hull; Alan Bridle, Martin Hampton.

B.
PERSONNEL  COMMITTEE  (3)
Robert Campton, Convener

(a)
The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly; Board Convener, Committee Convener, Head of Personnel, Financial Secretary, David Lamb.

(x)
Brian Phillips, Ian Moore, Len Murray, John Francey.

(y)
Revs NJ Linkens, PB Wilson; Desmond Milligan, Herbert Smyth.

C.
PROPERTY  MANAGEMENT  COMMITTEE
Rev RA McLernon; Convener

Jonathan Kelly, Secretary

(a)
The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly, Board Convener, Committee Conveners and Secretary, Financial Secretary, JH Martin.

(x)
WJ Cairns, JDD O’Neill, John Francey.

(y)
Rev Dr David Clarke; Mrs EJ Mann, Basil McCorriston.

D.
PENSIONS  AND  ASSESSMENTS  COMMITTEE
Rev DC Porter, Convener

(a)
The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly, Board Convener, Committee Convener, Financial Secretary.

(x)
Revs R McIlhatton, DJ Irvine; Brian Topping, David Munster, David Clements, Clarence Scott.

(y)
Revs WA Abernethy, RIA Allely, RJA Bell; Alan Bridle, Alex Fletcher, Mrs EJ Mann.

The Overture anent Par 318(2) of the Code (Reports pp 283-284) was submitted by Rev Dr DJ Watts.

Moved by the Rev Dr DJ Watts, seconded by the Rev TD Gribben, and agreed:

That the overture anent Pars 318(2) of the Code be received and that, under Par 111 of the Code, be made the rule of the Church.

Intermission

The Report of the BOARD  OF  MISSION  OVERSEAS (Reports pp 102-121) was submitted by the Rev WS Marrs.

Moved by the Rev WS Marrs, seconded by the Rev John Hanna.
1.
That the Report be received.

Business lapsed on Standing Orders (see page _____)

The Assembly engaged in worship conducted by the Moderator and others.  The Moderator invited the Rev Stephen Johnston to address the Assembly.

The sederunt came to a close at 1.10pm the Moderator pronouncing the Benediction. 
SEVENTH  SESSION

Thursday, 9th June, 2011
2.15pm
The Assembly again convened, the Moderator leading in prayer.

The Report of the BOARD OF EDUCATION (Reports pp 222 - 235) was submitted by the Rev Dr CD McClure. 

Moved by the Rev Dr CD McClure, seconded by the Rev TD Gribben and agreed:

1.
That the report be received

2.
That the General Assembly welcome the reports on ‘Supporting Christians in Education’ and ‘Supporting our Local School’ and encourage the Board of Education to progress this work.

3.
That the General Assembly uphold the fundamental right of church members to continue to make a contribution to all aspects of our common life in society and in particular the presentation of the values of the Christian faith as a vital element in the education of children and young people in schools. 

4.
That the General Assembly express thanks to those who serve as Transferor representatives on Education and Library Boards in the current difficult transitional period and again express deep regret that the legal right of representation continues to be denied for Transferors on the South Eastern Education & Library Board. 

5.
That the General Assembly welcome a public debate on the potential for shared education in NI and encourages dialogue between schools and educational sectors with the aim of developing closer relationships through opportunities for collaboration and sharing.

6.
That the General Assembly encourage the Board of Education to take steps to promote enhanced educational opportunities that will enable young people from across the different school sectors in Northern Ireland to integrate together through contact, collaboration and sharing.

7.
That the General Assembly strongly support recent efforts to identify factors contributing to educational underachievement particularly among disadvantaged Protestant communities and call for the identification of policy and practical measures to help address these issues.

8.
That the Board of Education be appointed in accordance with Par 284 of the Code as follows:

BOARD  OF  EDUCATION  (22)

Rev Dr Colin McClure, Convener

Rev TD Gribben, Secretary

(a)
The Moderator, Clerk and Deputy Clerk of Assembly, Board Convener, Principal UTC, Full-time University Chaplains, Transferors’ Representatives on Area Boards, Directors of Primary & Secondary Education in the Republic of Ireland.

(b)
Revs WG Cameron, RJ Montgomery — Revs John Hutchinson, TA McNeely — Rev William Sinclair; William McCartney — Rev Brian McMillen; William McDowell — Rev AT Wimberley; CWL Graham — Miss J Williams, Mrs Hilary Gourley — Rev Karen Campbell; Richard Wallace — Revs TV Mawhinney; ME Donald — Rev Dr SR Jones; Alan Rowan — Rev AA Cole; Gary McCreery — J Wilkinson, AJ Cochrane — Rev GD Campbell; Mrs Eleanor Petrie — Rev MN Davidson; Mervyn Patton — Rev TD Hagan; Ronnie Gillanders — Revs BD Colvin, DJ Irvine — Revs RA Campbell, Miss C Trimble — Rev WS Smart; Mrs Mildred Poots — Mrs IK Nesbitt, DMcC Humphries — Rev GWD Stewart; Robert Stewart.

(g)
Rev Stanley Stewart; John Shivers, Mrs M Robinson, Dr M Hollinger, Mrs J Bell, Uel McCrea.

The Report of the UNION  COMMISSION (Reports pp 79-100) was submitted by the Rev Dr SA Matthews, together with the following Supplementary Report:

At its meeting on 31 May, 2011 the Union Commission briefly considered the issue of holiday entitlement for Ministers in Pastoral Charges, an issue which had been raised with the Commission by the Clerk’s office.
It was noted that the Call to a Minister, from a congregation or linkage, includes the following promise from the congregation(s):

...and to meet as a congregational expense the cost of a holiday pulpit supply for one month annually during vacation ...

It was further noted that in 1979 the General Assembly decided (Minutes page 99 resolution 17):

That congregations should consider granting their minister holidays, which would include a Sunday, following Christmas and Easter.
Over the years there have been various interpretations of the exact meaning of these decisions and it is felt that greater clarity would assist all concerned.  For instance, both Ministers and congregations often seek to ascertain what is the exact holiday entitlement of Ministers because of a genuine desire to do what is right.  Further, those dealing with these issues in College, and especially in Licentiate training, need clarity so that there can be a consistency in what is said.

The Union Commission therefore proposes to consult with others, as appropriate, regarding this issue, and report back to the 2012 General Assembly with any necessary recommendations.

Moved by the Rev Dr SA Matthews, seconded by the Rev EP Gamble and agreed:

1.
That the Report be received.

2.
That CMF be authorized to pay inadequate expenses grants towards expenses incurred by Ministers, up to a limit of NI £6,000 or RI €9,100, within the terms of resolution 3, p 70 General Assembly Minutes, 1988.

3.
That the Union Commission be appointed for the ensuing year in accordance with par 128 of the Code as follows:
COMMISSION  ON  UNION  OF  CONGREGATIONS  (9)

Rev Dr SA Matthews, Convener

Rev WJ Henry, Secretary

(a)
The Moderator, Clerk, Deputy Clerk of Assembly, Commission Convener and Secretary, Board of Mission in Ireland Secretary, Strategy for Mission Convener, Representative of Central Ministry Fund.

(b)
Rev Dr DR Purce; Miss Pearl Hassard — Rev EP Gamble; James Whittle — Rev Desmond Knowles; James Gregg — Rev PG McCrea; Roy Thompson — Rev _______________; Brian Milligan — Rev William McKeown; Robert Tinney — Rev Dr Cecil Grant; Norman Carmichael — Rev JG Jones; Colin Beck — Rev AJA Rosborough; Eric Christie — Rev RI Abraham; Norman Jackson — Rev Dr WTJ Richardson; WEC Ford — Rev JG Faris; Keith Talbot — Rev TJ Hagan; JB McClean — Rev SG Anketell; George McConkey — Rev Dr MA Barry; Adam Barber — Rev CFD Clements; JB Wilson — Rev Noel McClean; James Kane — Rev PT Dalzell; TJ Livingstone — Rev Dr KO Patterson; Dr Harold McNeill.

(c)
Revs Dr JW Lockington, Dr SDH Williamson, JH McIntyre, AE Tolland, AD Davidson, DC Porter; AJ Giffen, Dr TJ Robinson.

Business lapsed on Standing Orders (see page _____)

Intermission

The Report of the TRUSTEES (Reports pp 293-296) was submitted by Mr David Bell CB, together with the following Supplementary Report:

Since the Report was written the resignation has been received with regret of Mr RA Wilson from the Board of Trustees.  The Trustees wish Mr Wilson well in the future.

Moved by Mr David Bell CB, seconded by Mr AT Ross and agreed:

1.
That the Report be received.

2.
That the recommendation regarding the Mrs A M Davidson Trust be adopted.

3.
That the recommendation regarding the Sir Wm V McCleery Trust be adopted.

4.
That the recommendation regarding the Miss Irene Scott Trust be adopted.

5.
That the recommendation regarding the Miss Ida Mary McGeown Trust be adopted.

6.
That the recommendation regarding the Victor Morrow Trust be adopted.

7.
That in accordance with the Will of the late John Getty the following be constituted as the Committee for the “direction and management of the application” of the income from the Getty Bequest:

Very Rev Dr S Hutchinson, Revs Dr DJ Watts, RJA Bell, WJ Orr; Mr Wilson Ervin, CBE, Sir Eric McDowell, Mr David Bell, CB, Mr AT Ross, Mr John Millar, OBE.

The Report of the COMMISSION  ON  TRUSTS (Reports p 292) was submitted by Mr AJ Rankin.

Moved by Mr AJ Rankin, seconded by the Rev Dr DJ Watts, and agreed:

1.
That the Report be received.

2.
That the Commission on Trusts for the ensuing year be appointed in accordance with Par 130 of the Code as follows:-

COMMISSION  ON TRUSTS

A.J. Rankin, Convener

Moderator, Clerk, Convener; V Revs Dr David Clarke, Dr Samuel Hutchinson; Rev WJ Orr; Sir Eric McDowell, Messrs David Bell, Wilson Ervin, George McCullagh, John Millar, AT Ross.

BOARD OF  CHRISTIAN TRAINING  (Reports pp 190-217 & Supplementary Reports p K-O) – debate resumed (see page  ____ )
Moved by the Rev Noble McNeely, seconded by the Rev Dr RB Savage, and agreed:
13.
That the General Assembly request that the Panel of the General Board currently reviewing the guidelines for the Presbytery Consultation Process include the area of congregational leadership within that review.

14.
That the General Assembly encourage all Presbyteries to actively promote and facilitate congregational leadership development as outlined in the report of the Leadership Panel, particularly paragraph 14 (B)(iv) (p 201).

15.
That the General Assembly agree that Presbyteries be requested to inquire what leadership development has taken place in Congregations, or linkages, along with the other information being considered at the time of a vacancy.

16.
That the General Assembly request that the Committee for Ministerial Studies and Development, and any other relevant panels and committees, consider the recommendations outlined in paragraphs 15-18 of the report of the Panel on Leadership (pp 201-202) and take action where appropriate.
General

17.
That the assessment for the Ministerial Development Programme for 2011 be 0.25p per £ of stipend.

18.
That the rate of assessment for the Students’ Bursary Fund for 2011 be 5.75p in the £ of stipend.

19.
That the General Assembly agree that the In-Service/Sabbatical Grant be increased to £300 per week from 1 September, 2011.
Moved by the Rev Noble McNeely, seconded by the Rev TD Gribben, and agreed:
20.
That the resignation of the Rev Dr RB Savage as Convener of the Committee on Training and Resources be accepted, that he be thanked for his services and that Rev NJ McCullough be appointed in his place.
21.
That the Board of Christian Training, together with the appropriate working Committees, be appointed for the ensuing year in accordance with Par 285 of the Code, as follows:

BOARD  OF  CHRISTIAN  TRAINING
Rev Noble McNeely, Convener

Rev TD Gribben, Secretary

(a)
The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly; Board Convener and Secretary; Members of Faculty; 2 student representatives; Christian Training Development Officer. 

(b)
Revs Dr WJP Bailie, Robert Stirling — Revs NJ McCullough, Dr JS Carson — Revs JG Johnston, AAP Baxter — Rev JR Dickinson; Trevor Long — Revs Dr DJ McKelvey, TJ Wilson — Revs RD Maxwell, Colin Burcombe — Revs LJ Addis, RJ McCullough — Revs RS McMullan, JA Noble — Revs AC Wilson, RL Craig — Revs TW Gordon, BA Small — Rev JG Trueman; Dr C Reid — Revs DK McCrory, DJ Montgomery — Revs IJ Patterson, WA Watson — Rev John Rushton; Eric Latimer — Revs FJ Gibson, BAH Wilson — Revs WD Cupples, DW Reid — Revs DIJ McNie, WS Smart — Rev Dr WD Patton; Mrs J Wright — Revs TWA Greer, JE Sloan.

(g)
Revs Karen Campbell, Janice Brown, Mairisine Stanfield, DJ Montgomery, DH Thompson, Amanda Best; Mrs M Myers, Mrs Isabel McAuley; WJ Cairns, Joe Campbell.

A.
COMMITTEE  ON  MINISTERIAL  STUDIES  AND  DEVELOPMENT
Rev WJM Parker, Convener

Director of Ministerial Studies, Secretary

(a)
The Moderator, Clerk and Deputy Clerk of Assembly, Board Convener, Committee Convener, Principal UTC, Students' Bursary Fund Convener, Director of Ministerial Studies, Professor of Practical Theology, Christian Training Development Officer.

(x)
Revs William Sinclair, AV Stewart, RL Brown; Andrew Faulkner, Miss Anne Taylor, Mrs Rosemary Dunlop.

(y)
Revs Dr IJ Patterson, Dr WJP Bailie, Colin Burcombe, JR Dickinson, WD Cupples, NJ McCullough.
B.
COMMITTEE  FOR  TRAINING  AND  RESOURCES 
Rev NJ McCullough, Convener

Christian Training Development Officer, Secretary

(a)
The Moderator, Clerk and Deputy Clerk of Assembly, Board Convener, Committee Convener, Convener of Ministerial Studies and Development Committee, Professor of Practical Theology, Christian Training and Development Officer; Director of Ministerial Studies, Rev Dr RB Savage.

(x)
Revs AV Stewart, Lorraine Kennedy-Ritchie, David Johnston; Roy Thompson, Ossie McAuley, Mrs J Gibson.

(y)
Revs WD Cupples, TWA Greer, TW Gordon, BAH Wilson, RL Craig, John Rushton.

C.
UNION  THEOLOGICAL  COLLEGE  MANAGEMENT  COMMITTEE
Very Rev Dr Alastair Dunlop, Convener

Deputy Clerk, Secretary

(a)
The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly, Convener and Secretary of the Board of Christian Training, Principal of Union Theological College, Convener of Ministerial Studies and Development Committee, one member of Faculty (on annual rotation), Convener of the Union Theological College Management Committee.

(x)
Revs Dr JS Carson, Dr Philip Wilson, WJ Orr, SP Moore; Dr Lena Morrow, Robert Martin, Uel McCrea, Trevor Bradford, Mrs Evelyn Shaw.

The Overture anent Par 190(2) (a) of the Code (Reports p 217) was submitted by the Rev Trevor Gribben.

Moved by the Rev Trevor Gribben, seconded by the Rev Dr RB Savage and agreed:That the overture anent Par 190(2) (a) of the Code be received and that, under Par 111 of the Code, they be made the rule of the Church.
BOARD OF SOCIAL WITNESS (Reports pp 157-175) – debate resumed (see page  ____ )
Moved by Mr Lindsay Conway, OBE, seconded by the Rev RA Liddle, and agreed:

2.
That the General Assembly continue to call on government to increase the budget of the Department of Health and Social Services and Public Safety and ask the Minister to review decisions on the distribution of funding.

3.
That the General Assembly thank those Congregations who participated in the recent Taking Care Audit, assisting greatly in the future planning of Taking Care Training and Resources.

4.
That the General Assembly agree that a Taking Care Audit be carried out in Congregations every three years.

5.
That the Board of Social Witness, with its associated working Committees for the ensuing year, be appointed with Par 281 of the Code as follows:
SOCIAL  WITNESS  BOARD
Rev RA Liddle, Convener

L Conway, Secretary

(a)
The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly, Board Convener and Secretary, Residential Services Manager.

(b)
Revs HS Boyd, Dr WJA Sleith; Laurence Willoughby — Revs WJI Thompson, PL McKelvey, BA McDonald — Revs CK McDowell, DB McCorriston; Mrs Phyllis Linton — Revs JK Doherty, JN Seawright; Mrs Sadie McCullough — Revs JA Braithwaite, BR Hughes; Miss Muriel Cromie — Don Harley; Mrs Margaret Cromie, AJ Spence — Revs David Chapman, AE Tolland; Mrs Kay Fisher — Rev Dr RA Kane; Mrs Lorna Livingston, Miss Helen Lowry — Revs Amanda Best, RA Mulholland; Mrs Heather Buick — Rev _______________; Barry Redhead, Mrs Joan Telford — Miss J McKee, Brian Magowan, Mrs A Magowan — Revs SW Rea, DT Moore; Elizabeth Nicholson — Rev PD Thompson; Mrs Ruby Hamilton, Mrs Elsie Kinnear — Rev WJA Buchanan; Mrs Joyce Blackburn, Mr Wilfred Carleton — Rev NJE Reid; RE McWilliams, Mrs Esther Barry — Rev Kenneth Nelson; Mrs EM Patterson, Miss IM Anderson — Rev Dr Mark Jones; Mrs Michele McClean, Mrs Maeve Magowan — Rev JL Tosh; Neil Simpson, Mrs Jane Robinson — Rev SJM Lindsay; WR McKee, Mrs Eva Russell.

(p)
President, Home Vice President and General Secretary of PW; Mrs Winnie Moffett, Mrs Lynda Stothers, Dr Jean Shannon, Mrs Anne Thompson, Mrs Sandra Stokes.

A.
SPECIALIST  MINISTRIES  COMMITTEE
Very Rev Dr WD Patton, Convener

(a)
The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly, Board Convener, Committee Convener, Director of Social Service, Convener Kinghan Mission, Chaplains, Forces, Student Services Committees.

(x)
Miss Muriel Cromie, Mrs Carol Houston, Mrs Sadie McCullough.

(y)
Rev SJM Lindsay; Mrs Kay Fisher, Mrs Winnie Moffett.

B.
OLDER  PEOPLE  SERVICES  COMMITTEE
Rev JN Seawright, Convener

(a)
The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly, Board Convener, Committee Convener, Director of Social Service, Residential Services Manager.

(x)
Local Support Committee Representatives.

(y)
Revs Amanda Best, PD Thompson, CK McDowell; Mrs Margaret Stevenson, Mrs Winnie Moffett, Mrs Caroline Hawthorne, Mrs Lynda Stothers, Mrs Sandra Stokes.

C.
FAMILY  SERVICES  COMMITTEE
Rev Anne Tolland, Convener

(a)
The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly, Board Convener, Committee Convener, Director of Social Service, Conveners Taking Care, Learning Disability; Disability, Health and Wellbeing, Residential Services Manager.

(x)
Miss Joyce McKee, Mrs Margaret McGuiggan, Mrs Sylvia McCracken.

(y)
Miss Muriel Cromie, Mrs Winnie Moffett, Mrs Maeve Magowan.

D.
ADULT  SERVICES  COMMITTEE
Rev CW Megaw, Convener

(a)
The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly, Board Convener, Committee Convener, Director of Social Service, Conveners Addiction Services, Carlisle House and Thompson House, Residential Services Manager.

(x)
Dr Lesley Calderwood, David McAuley, John Luke.

(y)
Revs JK Doherty, Dr Mark Jones; Laurence Willoughby.

BOARD OF  MISSION OVERSEAS (Reports pp 102-121)  – debate resumed (see page  ____ )
Moved by the Rev WS Marrs, seconded by the Rev John Hanna, and agreed:
1.
That the Report be received.

2.
That the General Assembly give thanks for the faithful service and dedicated witness of PCI’s overseas missionary personnel and their families, recognise the particular benefits of incarnational, long-term missionary service, and encourage BMO to equip missionary personnel for costly discipleship given the diversity of new situations of risk encountered.

3.
That the General Assembly encourage BMO to explore further the possibility of offering associate missionary status to PCI members serving with other mission agencies and societies.

4.
That the General Assembly encourage BMO to establish and maintain standards for partnering in mission, and prepare guidelines for PCI Congregations and presbyteries seeking to partner overseas.

5.
That the resignation of the Rev Dr Mark Gray as Convener of the World Development Committee be accepted, that he be thanked for his services and the Rev Katherine Meyer appointed in his place.
Moved by the Rev WS Marrs, seconded by the Rev Dr DJ Watts, and agreed:
6.
That the resignation of the Rev John Hanna as Convener of the Board of Mission Overseas be accepted, that he be thanked for his services and the Rev Cheryl Meban appointed in his place.
Moved by the Rev WS Marrs, seconded by the Rev John Hanna, and agreed:
7.
That the General Assembly give thanks for the witness of all who come from partner Churches and agencies to study and serve in Ireland, recognise the role of overseas partner Churches in shaping PCI’s journey in mission, and acknowledge BMO’s commitment to consult with and listen to the voice of such partners in the process of forging genuinely reciprocal relationships of inter-dependency and mutuality.

8.
That the General Assembly acknowledge the guidelines on sustainable development and affirm its continued commitment to encourage and assist PCI’s overseas partners in this work.

9.
That the General Assembly affirm the work of World Development as an integral part of Christian calling and give thanks that the World Development Appeal continues to be well supported in an exceptionally difficult economic period.

10.
That the General Assembly give thanks for the exceptional generosity shown across PCI for the Moderator supported Haiti and Pakistan Special Appeals.
11.
That the General Assembly encourage Ministers, along with Congregational and Presbytery mission agents, to make known the resources and opportunities available through BMO for informing and envisioning PCI Church members about what God is doing in his world today, in order that PCI might increasingly become a mission-hearted Church.

12.
That the General Assembly give thanks for those Congregations sending teams overseas and encourage them to ‘Do It Well’, by making good use of the various training events and resources available through BMO.

13.
That the Board of Mission Overseas, with its associated working committees, be appointed for the ensuing year in accordance with Par 279 of the Code as follows: 

BOARD  OF  MISSION  OVERSEAS  (28)

Rev Cheryl Meban, Convener

Rev WS Marrs, Secretary

(a)
The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly; Convener and Secretary of the Board; Representative of Church Relations, Board of Mission in Ireland, Board of Youth and Children’s Ministry, Personnel Officer (Overseas), Finance Officer (Overseas), Rev SJ Hanna.

(b)
Revs NW McAuley, Dr WJP Bailie; Mrs OE Byers — Revs DR Byers, Philip McKelvey; Mrs Joan Thompson — Rev DB McCorriston; Nathaniel Rea, Mrs Joan Hamill — Revs JSB Drennan, IK McDonald; Mrs Renee Gifford — Revs Robert Love, Prof WG Campbell; Mrs Margaret Jackson — Rev Joan Scott; Mrs Ruth Campbell, Miss Leonora Wasson — John McKay, Miss Denise Savage, Miss Marie Kane — Rev Dr Clive Glass; George McIntyre, Mrs Margaret Conn — Rev GP Young; Victor McKean, Miss Kathleen McConnell — Revs Mairisine Stanfield, Dr AF Nel, _______________ — Rev RA McLernon; Norman McKinney, Mrs Elma Leeburn — Revs KP Meyer, JG Faris; Heather Moore — Rev PD Thompson; Dr John Kyle, Miss Muriel Groves — Rev Daniel Reyes-Martin; Eric Latimer, Mrs Patricia Martin — Revs RK Graham, BAH Wilson; Mrs Grace McCullough — Revs JH Hanson, CI Dickson; Mrs Rosemary Honeyford — Revs RW Gaston, KDW Crowe; Miss DE McCaughan — Rev DJ Steele; HH Meekin, Mrs Jean Duncan — Rev JA Curry; Dr Maureen Stevenson, Mrs Anne McGuckin.

(p)
President, Overseas Vice President and General Secretary of PW; Mrs Margaret Stevenson, Mrs Lynn Murray, Mrs. Valerie Reid, Mrs Edith Holmes, Mrs Moyra Stirling.

A.
LEADERSHIP  DEVELOPMENT  COMMITTEE  (5)

Rev Dr WG Campbell, Convener

Miss Pamela Forester, Secretary

(a)
The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly, Board Convener and Secretary, Committee Convener; Mission Development Officer (Overseas), Mission Training Officer.

(x)
Revs BAH Wilson, NSR Lockhart, Stephen McCracken, David Stanfield; Miss Deborah Ford, Mrs Isobel McAuley.

(y)
Revs Dr Clive Glass, JH Hanson, D Reyes-Martin; Mrs Margaret Jackson, Miss Marie Kane, Mrs Ruth Campbell.

B.
MISSION  INVOLVEMENT  COMMITTEE  (5)

Rev Dr MJ Welsh, Convener

CN Eves, Secretary

(a)
The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly, Board Convener and Secretary, Committee Convener, Mission Development Officer (Overseas), Mission Training Officer, Personnel Officer (Overseas).

(x)
Rev DH Thompson; Miss Sharon Creighton, Miss Deborah Ford, Stephen Lynas, Maurice McNicholl, Mrs Brenda Kerr.

(y)
Rev JSB Drennan; Norman McKinney, HH Meekin, Mrs OE Byers, Mrs Edith Holmes, Mrs Elizabeth Moffett.

C.
OUTREACH  MINISTRIES  COMMITTEE  (5)

Rev SJ Richmond, Convener

Rev WS Marrs, Secretary

(a)
The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly, Board Convener and Secretary, Committee Convener, Mission Development Officer (Overseas), Convener of World Development.

(x)
Revs TP Fleming, NE Dorrans, David Steele; Mrs Valerie Tweedie, Dr Maureen Stevenson.

(y)
Revs CI Dickson, RA McLernon, PD Thompson; Mrs Patricia Martin, Miss Denise Savage, Mrs Lynn Murray.

D.
WORLD  DEVELOPMENT  COMMITTEE  (5)

Rev KP Meyer, Convener

Rev WS Marrs, Secretary

(a)
The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly, Board Convener and Secretary, Committee Convener, Mission Development Officer (Overseas), Mission Training Officer, Church Relations representative, Convener of Outreach Ministries Committee, Rev Dr MCA Gray.

(x)
Revs Dr Samuel Hutchinson, JT Magowan; Alf McCreary, Mrs Shiela Phillips, Ralph Sheppard, Mrs Fiona Watts.

(y)
Revs Joan Scott, Gilbert Young, Dr AF Nel; George McIntyre, Miss Leonora Wasson, Mrs Moyra Stirling.

The Overture anent Par 57 of the Code (Reports pp100 - 101) was submitted by the Rev Dr SA Matthews.
Moved by the Rev Dr SA Matthews, seconded by the Rev TD Gribben, and agreed:

That the overture anent Par 57 of the Code, having lain on the books for one year, be enacted as the law of the Church.
The Overtures anent Pars 106(g), 128(3), 128(5)(a), 128(5)(d), 128(6)(b) of the Code (Reports p101) were submitted by the Rev Dr SA Matthews.

Moved by the Rev Dr SA Matthews, seconded by the Rev TD Gribben, and agreed:

That the overtures anent Pars 106(g), 128(3), 128(5)(a), 128(5)(d), 128(6)(b) of the Code, having lain on the books for one year, be enacted as the law of the Church.
The final report of the BUSINESS  BOARD was submitted by the Clerk, the Rev Dr DJ Watts, as follows:

FINAL  REPORT  OF  THE  BUSINESS  BOARD

The Business Board notes the dates agreed for the General Assembly next year due to public holidays in the UK on Monday 4 and Tuesday 5 June:  Monday, 28 May – Thursday, 31 May, 2012

Moved by the Rev Dr DJ Watts, seconded by the Rev TD Gribben and agreed:
1. That the Report be received.
2. That the General Assembly express appreciation of the important contribution of the SPUD delegates which have greatly enhanced the work of the Assembly.

3. That the following corresponding members be appointed:

To the Church of Scotland 2012
The Right Rev Dr Ivan J Patterson
Chaplain
Mr Brownlow McClean
4. That the delegates to the Presbyterian Church of Wales 2012, the General Synod of the Church of Ireland 2012 and the Methodist Conference 2012 be appointed by the Business Board.
5. That the Clerk be given authority to make corrections to the Daily Minutes as and when required.

6. That the next General Assembly be held in Belfast on Monday, 28 May, 2012.
CLOSE  OF  ASSEMBLY

The Moderator conducted a closing act of worship and thanked: the Clerk of Assembly and the Deputy Clerk; his Chaplains; Mrs Joyce Anderson and the staff of the General Secretary’s Office; Mr Stephen Lynas, the audio visual and IT teams and the media; the Church House staff, including Mr Harry Orr; the Rev GE Best, Mrs Fiona Watts; the caterers, McKees; Mrs Pat Crossley; the organists, musicians and others who assisted in leading worship; the SPUD delegates; and those who acted as stewards, from Belfast City Mission and others, and the time-keepers. 
Thereafter he declared the Assembly to be dissolved and convened the next Stated General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland to meet in Church House, Belfast, on Monday 28th May, 2012.
The Moderator pronounced the Benediction.

The sederunt came to a close at 5.45pm
Attested by

DONALD J WATTS
Clerk of Assembly

