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BELFAST,  2011

FOURTH  SESSION

Wednesday, 8th June, 2011
9.30am
The Assembly again convened, the Moderator leading in prayer.

The Moderator received recently retired Ministers and those recently licensed, who were presented respectively by the Rev JNI McNeely, Convener of the Board of Christian Training, and the Rev RS Hetherington, Director of Ministerial Studies.  The Moderator led in prayer.

The Report of the BOARD  OF  CHRISTIAN  TRAINING (Reports pp 190-217) was submitted by the Rev JNI McNeely.
Moved by the Rev JNI McNeely, seconded by the Rev Dr RB Savage, and agreed:

1.
That the Report be received.

2.
That the following candidates, their nomination having been sustained by the Board of Christian Training, be accepted as students for the Ordained Ministry and placed under the care of their Presbyteries:

Name
Congregation
Presbytery

Adrian Adger
Trinity, Ahoghill
Ballymena

Chris Barron
Fisherwick
South Belfast

Jeffrey Blue
Mourne
Newry

David Cromie
Fisherwick
South Belfast

David Currie
Mountpottinger
East Belfast

Michael Fryer
Carnmoney
North Belfast

Norman Kennedy
Wellington
Ballymena

Ross Kernohan
Kells
Ballymena

Philip Leonard
1st Cookstown
Tyrone

Gary McDowell
Ballygilbert
Ards

Mark McMaw
1st Holywood
East Belfast

David McMillan
1st Portglenone
Ballymena

Trevor McNeill
Ravenhill
East Belfast

Jeff McWatters
West, Bangor
Ards
Graham Mullan
Newmills
Iveagh

John O’Donnell
Greystones
Dublin & Munster

James Warburton
Whitehead
Carrickfergus

Keith Ward
West, Bangor
Ards

3.
That students for the ministry, commencing their course of study in or after 2012, should normally be required to complete a total of at least three years approved theological study prior to eligibility for licensing.
Pastoral Care Panel

4.
That the General Assembly endorse the three models of pastoral care proposed by the Panel on Pastoral Care (Appendix 2) and commend them for use throughout the Church.

5.
That the General Assembly, having endorsed three models of pastoral care, requests the Clerk of Assembly to consult with the Panel on Pastoral Care and bring appropriate overtures to the 2012 General Assembly to ensure that the Code reflects the variety of approaches which may be adopted by Kirk Sessions.

6.
That the General Assembly authorise the printing of 6,000 copies of the three models of pastoral care as set out in Appendix 2 for study by Kirk Sessions.

7.
That the General Assembly request all Kirk Sessions to review their pastoral care, in light of the three models of pastoral care endorsed by the Assembly, by the end of September 2013.

8.
That the General Assembly request the Panel on Pastoral Care to commend and/or produce resources and training courses to assist Kirk Sessions in considering and implementing new models of pastoral care or enhancing existing ones.
Accredited Preacher Panel

9.
That the General Assembly welcome the large number of applicants for the Accredited Preacher Scheme and commend both the course and the new Accredited Preachers to the Church.
Leadership Panel

10.
That the General Assembly commend the production and promotion of the leadership development resources outlined in paragraph 14(A) of the report of the Panel on Leadership (pp 198-200) and approve the recommendations therein as a means of equipping the Church for effective leadership in the 21st century.

11.
That the General Assembly recommend the use of the guidelines for the involvement of Presbyteries in the approval and training of Elders Elect referred to in paragraph 14 (B)(i) of the report of the Panel on Leadership (p 200) and fully outlined in Appendix 3.

Moved by the Rev JNI McNeely, seconded by the Rev Dr RB Savage:
12.
That the General Assembly encourage Ruling Elders to participate in ‘learning opportunities’ as outlined in paragraph 14 (B)(ii) of the report of the Panel on Leadership (pp 200-201).
Moved as an amendment by the Rev ML Johnston, seconded by Rev Joan Scott:

12.
That the General Assembly normally require Ruling Elders to participate in ‘learning opportunities’ as outlined in paragraph 14(B)(ii) of the report of the Panel on Leadership (pp 200-201).
A vote was taken, 102 votes were cast for and 137 votes were cast against. The amendment was declared lost.
On being put to the House, the original resolution was agreed.
Intermission

The Report of the BOARD  OF  COMMUNICATIONS (Reports pp 218-221) was submitted by the Rev Dr RA Russell.
Moved by the Rev Dr RA Russell, seconded by the Rev Ivor Smith, and agreed:

1.
That the Report be received.

2.
That a grant of £1,000 for 2011 be paid from the Incidental Fund to the Church Architecture Committee.

3.
That a grant of £16,750 be paid from the Incidental Fund to the Presbyterian Historical Society.

4.
That the resignation of the Rev George Simpson as Convener of the Church Architecture Committee be accepted, that he be thanked for his services, and Mr TR Reid appointed in his place.

5.
That the Church Architecture Committee be transferred to the supervision of the Board of Mission in Ireland.
Moved by the Rev Dr RA Russell, seconded by the Rev Dr DJ Watts, and agreed:

6.
That the resignations of Mr Maurice McNicholl and the Rev Ivor Smith as Co-Conveners of the Communications Administration Committee be accepted and that they be thanked for their services.
Moved by the Rev Dr RA Russell, seconded by the Rev Ivor Smith, and agreed:

7.
That the Presbyterian Historical Society be invited to report annually to the General Board.
Moved by the Rev Dr DJ Watts, seconded by the Rev Trevor Gribben, and agreed:

8.
That the resignation of the Rev Dr Alan Russell as Convener of the Communications Board be accepted and that he be thanked for his services.
Moved by the Rev Dr RA Russell, seconded by the Rev Ivor Smith, and agreed:

9.
That the Board of Communications together with its associated Committees be thanked and discharged and its responsibilities transferred to a Committee to be formed under the supervision of the General Board.

The Report of the BOARD  OF  SOCIAL  WITNESS (Reports pp 157-175) was submitted by Mr Lindsay Conway, OBE.

Moved by Mr Lindsay Conway, OBE, seconded by the Rev RA Liddle, and agreed:

1. That the Report be received.
Business lapsed on Standing Orders (see page _____)

The Assembly engaged in worship conducted by the Moderator and others. The Moderator invited the Rev Adrian Moffett to address the Assembly.

The sederunt came to a close at 1.15pm the Moderator pronouncing the Benediction. 
FIFTH  SESSION

Wednesday, 8th June, 2011
2.15pm
The Assembly again convened, the Moderator leading in prayer.  

The Report of the GENERAL  BOARD (Reports pp 15-75) was submitted by the Rev Dr DJ Watts, along with the following Supplementary Report:
General

The General Board discussed in detail the invitation from the Presbytery of Derry and Donegal to hold the General Assembly in Derry/Londonderry during the year in which the City will be UK City of Culture, 2013.  The Board also consulted with Presbyteries.  It recognised the opportunity to share something of Presbyterian culture and heritage in this important year in the life of the City and recommended to the Business Board that the invitation be accepted.  It further recommended that to acknowledge the importance of building good relationships locally, when the General Assembly meets outside Belfast an additional twenty invitations to the Opening Night should be issued by the local Presbytery.  The resolution to the General Assembly on this matter will come from the Business Board.

Memorial Record

The Very Rev Dr W Donald Patton reports:
The Rev David Alderdice, MA,BD, Minister Emeritus of the congregation of Wellington, Ballymena, in the Presbytery of Ballymena, died on 23 April, 2011 in the 82nd year of his age and the 58th year of his ministry.  He was born on 19 June, 1929, the youngest of five children to David Alderdice, farmer, and his wife Amy, née King, who lived at Mullaghglass, near Bessbrook, in County Armagh.  He was educated at Mullaghglass Primary School and Shaftesbury House College, Belfast.  At the age of 16 he responded to the call of Christ to take Him as his personal Saviour and he responded to the call of God to serve him in full-time ordained ministry.  He worked hard to complete the entrance requirements for the ministry of the Presbyterian Church and studied at Magee University College, Londonderry; Trinity College, Dublin; New College, Edinburgh and the Assembly’s College, Belfast.  He graduated BA in 1950; BD in 1953; and achieved his MA in 1959 while ministering in his first congregation.  He was licensed by the Presbytery of Newry on 8 June, 1952 and served as Assistant in the congregations of Nelson Memorial and Strand, Belfast.  He received a call from the congregation of Donacloney and was ordained there by the Presbytery of Banbridge on 4 March, 1954.  On 3 April that year he married Annie Margaret Helena Shields and in the years following four children were born to them, David King, Helen Anne, John Thomas, now Lord John Alderdice, and Ruth Pauline.  In 1960 he moved to Westbourne in East Belfast being installed there on 21 January, and served for five years until his call to Wellington Street, Ballymena, where he was installed on 8 January, 1964 and remained until his retirement on 30 June, 1994.  A big man with a big heart, David was a caring pastor and fluent preacher.  His gift for evangelism was recognised by the wider church when he was appointed to the Panel of Evangelists, and he conducted many evangelistic missions throughout the land being used of God to win souls to Christ.  He had a wonderful memory for literature and story which he used to great effect in his preaching.  His evident humanity and sense of humour commended the man and his message, opening up many opportunities to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ in the pulpit and in personal conversation.  His main hobby was gardening and for some years he shared his knowledge with readers of the Presbyterian Herald in the articles he wrote under the heading ‘Into the Garden’.  He and Helena retired to Glenariffe, where they created a beautiful garden from moor land which they opened to visitors, hosting many church outings.  He put together a slide presentation of their work and spoke to church meetings using it to present the Gospel to his audience with wit and wisdom.  It was said of him – ‘True instruction was found in his mouth and nothing false was found on his lips.  He walked with me in peace and uprightness, and turned many from sin.’  (Malachi 2:6)  He was delighted to be present at the official opening of the new Wellington church premises at Galgorm on 4 April, 2009, rejoicing in the growth of the congregation.  During the last year of his life he battled courageously with illness drawing strength from his faith, his family and the prayers of God’s people.  He now enjoys the presence of his Lord in the heavenly country and our thoughts are with his wife Helena, their children and the wider family circle whom we commend to the comforts of Christ the Saviour.

The Rev Samuel Malcolm McSparran, BA, Minister Emeritus of Monreagh congregation in the Presbytery of Derry and Donegal, died on 13 May, 2011 in the 94th year of his age and the 67th year of his ministry.  He was born on 17 January, 1918 at Lockgate, Balne, Yorkshire, to James McSparran, farmer, and his wife Catherine, née Creswell.  Following the tragic death of his father on Christmas Eve, 1930, his widowed mother returned to her roots at Beachmount, Nedd, Ballykelly, with her six children.  Mr McSparran began his education at Pollington Elementary School, Yorkshire, then Ballykelly Elementary School, and Limavady Academy.  He went on to study at Magee University, Londonderry; Trinity College, Dublin; the Assembly’s College, Belfast and New College, Edinburgh, graduating BA.  He was licensed by the Presbytery of Glendermott on 5 December, 1943 and served as Assistant in the congregation of Nelson Memorial on the Shankill Road.  He was ordained and installed in the congregation of Monreagh in the Presbytery of Donegal on 12 January, 1945 and remained there until his retirement on 31 October, 1987.  He married Mary Margaret McCartney on 4 September, 1945, and four children were born to the marriage, two sons, John and David, and two daughters, Ruth and Claire.  Mr McSparran was well known to all the people around Monreagh and enjoyed happy cross- community relationships.  He is remembered, in particular, for his part in securing a piped water supply from nearby mountain springs to the homes in the parish to replace water drawn from wells.  This was initiated as a private scheme to which householders subscribed but was taken over later by the public authorities.  His successor, the Rev Dr David Latimer, also minister of First Derry, in a funeral tribute observed of him that ‘Christianity for the Rev McSparran … primarily was being amongst the people and living out the love of God in a host of everyday practical ways.’  Mr McSparran’s enduring legacy lies in the hearts and memories of those among whom he lived and worked during his long and settled ministry in this County Donegal parish.  To his family we extend our sympathy and appreciation of their father’s life and work together with the assurance of the prayers of the Church in their loss.

Priorities Committee
If the General Assembly agrees to the Priorities Committee developing an Assembly theme each year, beginning in 2012-13, there would need to be some budget available from the Incidental Fund for the production of resource materials and other initiatives around the theme.  This would need to be carefully managed by the General Board.  An additional resolution asks the Assembly to provide the General Board with a budget for this purpose of up to £20,000, but only to be used at the discretion of the Board.

Church Relations Committee

The Rev Cheryl Meban reports:
World Communion of Reformed Churches European Area Council

Leaders of 24 European churches belonging to the World Communion of Reformed Churches (WCRC) gathered in Prague on 4-5 March 2011 to renew relationships and to discuss developments in European and global church life.  The Rev Dr Donald Watts represented the Presbyterian Church in Ireland.

WCRC President, Dr Jerry Pillay, (South Africa) brought input from the strategic planning process that is underway, focussing the vision and purpose of WCRC to further the Mission of God in the world, through holistic mission that includes seeking justice and deeper communion. 

Dr Guy Liagre (Belgium) spoke about the future of reformed theological work in Europe.  There was also an opportunity to discuss with him personally the complexity of the current political situation in Belgium, and the strain on the church of functioning in different languages, particularly at times when the different ethnicities of the country are pulling apart. 

Meanwhile the Hungarian Reformed Church has been able to reunite six different church groupings in different jurisdictions which had been split since World War 1.  It was salutary, too, to be in the company and receiving the hospitality of Czech leaders who, having lived through the persecution of Communist regime, now face the tides of secularism in the form of consumerism, and to talk with our Romanian brother about the ongoing discrimination against the Reformed Church in his country.

Rev Cheryl Meban, one of the four European members of the WCRC Executive Committee, was also present.  Cheryl has been part of the strategic planning process of WCRC, and attended the European Steering Group meeting in October.  She has been involved in the process of selecting a new Executive Secretary for Justice and Partnership, and continued her involvement with the Strategic Planning Group and Executive Committee in Geneva in May.  Her presence in Europe and beyond ensures that the commitment of PCI to the mission of Christ in the world, and our Board of Mission Overseas emphasis on Leadership Development, are being put at the centre of WCRC’s Vision, Mission and Strategy.
Church and Society Committee
Sectarianism
1.
The recent murder of Ronan Kerr was a criminal act, with little political support, and is to be condemned as wrong.  It reminds everyone of the need to maintain a real and practical commitment to a society in which violence has no part, in which differences are resolved by peaceful means and in which there is mutual respect and tangible growth in trust and co-operation.  There is a need to remain vigilant and attend to separation arising from different histories, geographical locations, cultural backgrounds, and education systems, otherwise there will remain great potential for sectarianism to take root and flourish.

2.
The responses from Presbyteries were careful to note that no one can claim to be free from sectarianism, not least because it so often ‘blind sides us’.  So boundaries may become hardened without it being noticed, other people may be overlooked and feel overlooked again without this being noticed and it is only a short step to words and then practices that marginalize, belittle, dehumanize or demonize.  The act of recognising and accepting sectarianism as part of one’s own behaviour as well as that of others, is perhaps even more painful and sobering than the recognition of the sectarianism of others.  But any hope of healing and reconciliation depends deeply on both forgiving and being forgiven.  All acquiescence, acceptance or collaboration with sectarianism, including that which is quite unintentional and due more to neglect, has to be clearly identified and purposefully resisted.

3.
It cannot be said often enough that relationships matter.  At the heart of the gospel lies relationship with God.  How relationships are constructed with neighbours feeds the kind of society that grows and develops over a period of time.  So if good relationships with neighbours, particularly those who are different, are not attended to then they are likely to fall by the wayside and eventually break down.  Such break down may only become evident at times of difficulty or contention, otherwise the break down lies under the surface but with separateness being built up as communities live parallel, rather than integrated, lives.

4.
It is with all of this in mind that the Committee appends a resolution asking that everyone be careful not to focus on any speck in someone else’s eye while ignoring the log in their  own.  (Matthew 7:3-5)  The Committee also invites members of congregations to seek to build relationships with neighbouring Catholic people, or to renew those relationships that may have fallen by the wayside.  Joint worship is not  being advocated, although some may choose to worship with their Catholic neighbours.  Rather the Committee is asking that some form of relationship be developed which allows people to get to know each other without fear and to live less parallel lives; to respect one another despite differences and, while not compromising matters of faith, to become friends.  Such relationships could, for example, take the form of social events, or of taking the opportunity to talk about local socio-economic issues, or an Open College Network course addressing transition from conflict in countries including Northern Ireland which gives people the opportunity to talk about past experiences and hopes for the future.  What happens locally can change the atmosphere and landscape both locally and further afield.

5.
Across society there are many groups working towards the better relationships that not only bring sectarianism to light but also help communities to find alternative ways of being together, ways built on co-operation and not contention.  Local Councils have Good Relations Partnerships or Community Relations Officers.  These groups and individuals have a much clearer picture of what is going on than churches do.  They have knowledge and learning to share.  At the same time they may have little understanding or knowledge of what churches are doing or of what they potentially could do.  So the Committee is  asking Presbyteries to take a determined lead in making connections with their local councils through their Good Relations or equivalent committees or through their Community Relations Officers.  The Committee believes there is much to be learned from them and much for churches to put their weight behind in partnership with others so that much more effect is made on sectarianism in society and more hope is seen for a shared and better future.

6.
The Committee is greatly encouraged that the responses from Presbyteries show there is scope and willingness for much more work to be done in this area.  To test the mind of the Assembly as to what that further work might be resolutions are appended to facilitate debate. 

7.
Three further avenues for work remain possible:

(i)
Through asking the Church & Society Committee to make sectarianism a particular focus of conversations with political parties and to develop an informal group with the Catholic Church in Ireland, perhaps through its bishops, to consider the issue;

(ii)
Through the General Assembly’s Good Relations Committee whose work has always focused more towards congregations and local groups.  Within their remit they could, for example, be asked to consider developing some materials for use by primary schools and Sunday schools to help address sectarianism and building good relationships.  This can, of course, take existing work both from within PCI and also other organisations into account;

(iii)
Through a specially appointed panel or group to consider all the suggestions made by Presbyteries which could be undertaken at denominational level and to decide on which are viable and how they might be achieved.  Having made that decision, and gaining the approval of the appropriate Board, they should then be tasked to take the work forward.

8.
Every time sectarianism is spoken about it needs to be remembered that there are those who still carry hurts from the past that run deep and bring very painful memories to mind.  It is important that this work continues to be victim-sensitive in the areas of both politics and sectarianism.  The Committee will continue to work with groups such as the NI Commission for Victims and Survivors and encourage local ministers in the sturdy pastoral work that they have offered over the years.

Decade of Centenaries

9.
As the decade of centenaries approaches the Committee is aware of both the challenges and opportunities of remembering the past.  On the one hand, it is important to note that remembering can undermine processes of reconciliation and can put unnecessary stumbling blocks in the way of others.  On the other hand, it is equally important to be aware that remembering is part of who people are and it is only in owning and sharing who they are, and meeting others who likewise own and share who they are, that there is any real chance of understanding and reconciliation.

10.
The Committee  attach a short reflective paper to give the General Assembly the opportunity to think and talk about how to remember and how to approach the decade of remembering.  Resolutions are appended to focus that discussion.

Prisons, Prisoners and the Work of Reform

11.
In conjunction with the Director of Social Service the Church & Society Committee is in the process of setting up an inter-board panel to reflect on work that is being done in prisons, the prison structure and the impact on prisoners and the potential for their reform. 

12.
All of this work will be done with particular reference to the final report from Dame Anne Owers, who was appointed by the Minister for Justice to head a Prison Review Team.  An interim report was received in February and a full report is expected soon.

13.
The format for the work of the Panel on Prisons will be consultative and it will report to the Church & Society Committee and hence to the General Board.

Recent Events

14.
Across the Island of Ireland, on both sides of the border, there was warm welcome for the visit of the Queen.  The grace with which Her Majesty carried out her visit, the warmth with which she was received by President McAleese and the people of Ireland and the wisdom of their words all inspired real hope for the future and for better and more reconciled relationships across the Island of Ireland and across these Islands.  On this island near neighbours to one another remain people who have much to learn about one another.

15.
Towards the end of the Queen’s visit the Committee was saddened to hear of the death of Dr Garrett Fitzgerald, former Taoiseach and an individual who would have greatly appreciated and welcomed what the Queen had to say.  While it is obvious that not everyone shared Dr Fitzgerald’s politics, it is the case that he had a warmth of personality and a commitment to something better in terms of relationships between North and South than was the case at the height of the Troubles.  The Committee extends sympathy to his family and note the contribution he made and the hopes he had for a new Ireland, North and South, in which there would be respect for one another and a greater commitment to sharing.

APPENDIX  C

DECADE  OF  CENTENARIES

“With the benefit of historical hindsight we can all see things which we would wish had been done differently or not at all.” 

Queen Elizabeth II, speaking at Dublin Castle on 19 May, 2011

The upcoming decade of centenaries is both a challenge and an opportunity for society.  This short paper is offered not as a position paper but as a tool for reflection.  The resolutions appended to the main report provide the opportunity for the General Assembly to discuss, consider and decide what might be done as the decade approaches. 
The years 1912-1922 were critical years in shaping the life of the different parts of Ireland up until the present day, including events concerning Home Rule, the gunrunning and birth of the Ulster Volunteers, the Ulster Covenant, the rise of armed Nationalism, and significant turning points in gender and labour politics.  But the past is over, and the Church wants to be forward-looking.  So why should the Presbyterian Church in Ireland be interested in how our history is remembered?

Let us look at our calling and how it relates to the context in which we find ourselves.

What is our role as Church?
· To love our God, our neighbour and our enemy.  And to bear witness to the love of God that we have received in Christ, which is available to all.

· To keep close (or get close) to the outcast and the marginalised – we won’t be faithful to Jesus if we fail to listen to those who have felt excluded.

· To articulate a view of the past, present and future which take account of the dignity of all human beings, as creatures made in the image of God, and which deals with the reality of human wrongdoing, falling short of God’s glory.

· To pass on to children and children’s children the story of God’s grace justice and truth, at work in the midst of human weakness, betrayal and injustice.

· To demonstrate the power of God for change in human lives and societies, as illustrated in our own life, by our willingness to take responsibility for our past wrongdoing, and to live lives of hope in the transforming grace which allows us to break the cycles of hatred and violence and guilt and fear which bind human individuals and societies. 

· To grow into maturity, so that while there are elements of the past we can take as a model, an encouragement and wisdom for the future, there are also elements of what was done – on every side – which were less noble than we would wish. 

· To graciously remind ourselves and the world that most of the time people are doing the best they can, and that this falls short of our calling, which is the perfect love of God. 

· To be able to say that the Church played its part in history, and takes seriously her responsibility for the fear and distrust fomented at any given time.

· With an eye to faithful interpretation of Scripture and discernment of the leading of the Holy Spirit, to learn from how the Bible and theology were used (and abused) in the past, both to reinforce the quest for justice and truth, and to justify people acting out of fear rather than love.

· To discern the “signs of the times”, and to guard against the trap of theologising the spirit of this age, rather than daring to trust in God for the future. 

Rather than leave reflection on the events of a century ago to those with a political agenda, who may wish (or feel the need) to be selective in order to gain support from one part of society over against another, it is the place of the Church to deal in truth and in honest, humble relationships that sow seeds of peace. 
Humble reflection on the past is required for an honest relationship with God, both as individuals and as a whole community and Church.  Is it legitimate to say, as we look at our history, that as a Church, we at times have allowed ourselves to become unduly co-opted by the powers of this age?  Have we fed the hatred and fear that led to injustice, oppression or conflict?  Have we at times failed to remember that our enemy and our neighbour were also created in God’s image?  Have we (or our forebears) preferred to trust in chariots and horsemen, or at least in battalions and guns, rather than trust God to protect us?  Insofar as any of that is true, and while it is important that we recognise the context and reasons for why they did what they did, we would do better to acknowledge humbly that there might have been a better way, and set ourselves the task of engaging constructively and relationally with those who may have suffered from our past actions, however well intended.
Some may call for public acts of repentance for the part we played in the past.  Indeed, there may be times and places where public apology and repentance is what is required, in order to move forward.  Whilst there may be appropriate opportunity for this, we should be careful not to engage too lightly in such acts, lest we cause more hurt and alienation, particularly amongst the poor or marginalised.  More significant in kingdom terms is active engagement in a new life, a new way of living, a turning away from fear, and a turning towards God and towards our diverse neighbours in love and confidence.  We cannot fix the past by symbolic acts of repentance, but we are called to engage with each other towards a shared future.  Parts of the Church remain in fear, bound by hatred and distrust.  Sectarianism is deeper within us than we care to admit.  Yet the presence of Christ among us demands that we dare to face down the demons of fear and hatred, and make room instead for the Spirit of courage, love and self-control. 
As the Church, can we help our society to find a more sophisticated vocabulary than that of victimhood? How can we look at the past and say, we did some wrong and we did some right, we suffered wrong, and we received kindness.  Terrible as parts of the past have been, we must also recognise the Good that has accompanied us, without which, the bloodshed might have been substantially worse.  Now, as recipients of such grace, how can we be gracious to each other? We are called, not to judge our neighbour or our predecessors or ancestors, but to judge ourselves with the measure of grace we hope will be used in judging us.  We may then receive with gratitude the gift of life we have been given, and then offer the same to others, past and present, in the same spirit of faith, courage and generosity.

What are the Risks of remembering?

There are risks to remembering the past: Those suffering from old hurts, from unhealed trauma, may feel their pain revived by talking about the past.  Equally, the old bitternesses and animosities may be revived by taking people back to places in their minds and memories where they felt threatened, humiliated, depersonalised, diminished or outraged.
Another major risk in looking at history is to fall into the trap of believing that from our current perspectives, we are in a position to judge or approve those who acted in ways that undermine or affirm us and our position now.  It is human nature to tend to select the parts of a story that resonate with current feelings, and to ignore the actual context which pertained at the time of the events being addressed.  We may become side-tracked into introversion – looking inward whilst forgetting to learn about the wider European and global  contexts.  Our reading of history can therefore be a rewriting from 21st Century perspectives, and through preferred cultural and political lenses, which affirm prejudices and assumptions rather than challenging and maturing us in our current relationships.  Our reading of history, as with our current relationships, ought to make us more compassionate, more understanding of those who do not behave as we think we would like.  And history should enable us to engage locally as the global church, rather than be held hostage to local and national imperatives.
The task of exploring and remembering may raise the ante for those for whom reading history is a competitive activity, and for those for whom a selective reading is a central tenet of cherished commitments.  There is the risk that by treading in these waters, the church be blamed for muddying them. 

What are the Risks of doing nothing?
Whoever controls the past controls the future.  The way we engage with the power of (his)storytelling is crucial to the envisioning of future generations and peoples for or against each other.  For the Church to fail to engage in exploring the history would allow others with different agendas to set the agenda for the future and rewrite the history without corrective influence or balancing voices.
But more crucially, we have an opportunity to engage with our neighbours, to learn together and to communicate the love and value God places on them by our willingness to listen and learn from their experience and perspectives.  To avoid looking at the history of this place is to miss our responsibility to love our neighbour (and even our enemy) by denying their place in our history, and the place of their voice in our understanding of the past and our commitments to create a shalom-filled community and society. 

 “…we have much to do together to build a future for all our grandchildren; the kind of future our grandparents could only dream of.” 

Queen Elizabeth II, speaking at Dublin Castle on 19 May, 2011
Parish Bounds

The East Belfast Presbytery reported as follows:
Ballymacarrett Congregation amalgamated with Ravenhill Congregation on 31 October, 2010.  Presbytery has reviewed the Ballymacarrett parish bounds and agreed that the district be subsumed by Mountpottinger, Westbourne and Mersey Street Congregations.  It also wants to take this opportunity to transfer the bounds of the former Megain Memorial parish into the name of Mersey Street Congregation.  The boundary between Ravenhill and Mountpottinger now follows a main road rather than several side streets.
Agreement has been obtained on behalf of all Congregations concerned.
PROPOSED  NEW  BOUNDARIES
Westbourne

From Albert Bridge (3496 7396) down river and round lower Twin Island, and up Musgrave Channel to South End (3555 7517), thence by straight line to Convention Court (3565 7464), along Convention Court via Tower Street to Newtownards Road , along Newtownards Road to Templemore Avenue  (3560 7437) to Albertbridge Road, to Lagan River at Albert Bridge (3496 7396).
Megain Memorial – name change to Mersey Street

From where the Conn’s Water goes under Sydenham By-Pass (3563 7503) to Connswater Bridge (3635 7422), along Newtownards Road to Albertbridge Road (3622 7425), thence along Albertbridge Road to Templemore Avenue (3568 7394), thence along Templemore Avenue to Newtownards Road (3549 7437), thence along Newtwonards Road to Tower Street, thence along Tower Street to Convention Court and continuing in a straight line to the South West end by Musgrave Channel (3555 7515).

Mountpottinger

From Lagan River at Albert Bridge (3496 7396) along Albertbridge Road to Newtownards Road (3622 7425), to Connswater Bridge (3636 7422), along Connswater river to Loop Bridge (3637 7354), along Beersbridge Road via Cherryville Street to My Lady’s Road, along My Lady’s Road to Ravenhill Road to Lagan River at Albert Bridge (3946 7396).

Ravenhill

From Lagan River at Albert Bridge (3496 7396) up Lagan River to point opposite Balfour Avenue (3457 7271), thence across Ormeau Park to Earl Haig Gardens (3561 7263), to Ardenlee Avenue (3506 7261), up Ardenlee Avenue to Ardenlee Gardens (3550 7250), to Ranelagh Street (3566 7268), to Carlingford Street (3561 7289), by Killowen Street (3558 7306) to Woodstock Road (357 7310), to My Lady’s Road (3559 7346), to Pearl Street (3552 7343), along Cherryville Street (3543 7354) to My Lady’s Road, along My Lady’s Road to Ravenhill Road, to Lagan River at Albert Bridge (3946 7396).

Moved by the Rev Dr DJ Watts, seconded by the Very Rev Dr JS Carson, and agreed:
1.
That the Report be received.

Financial Crisis

2.
That the General Assembly give thanks for the progress in finding an acceptable solution to the Presbyterian Mutual Society crisis and gratefully acknowledge the contribution and commitment of many people in Government, Civil Service, the Administrator’s office and the Church in reaching this point.

3.
That the General Assembly acknowledge with gratitude the patience and forbearance of the vast majority of savers in the Presbyterian Mutual Society throughout this difficult period when there was no access to their funds.

Priorities

4.
That the General Assembly accept the five aspirational headings noted in the Priorities Committee report as five Assembly themes for the years 2012-2017.

5.
That the theme for the 2012-13 year be, “A Prophetic Voice” and the 2013-14 year be, “A Place of Transformation”.
6.
That the General Assembly approve an additional budget to the General Board from the Incidental Fund of up to £20,000 for the use of the Priorities Committee, if necessary, in providing helpful materials to focus the mind of the Church on the agreed theme for 2012.

Moved by the Rev Dr DJ Watts, seconded by Mr Robert McCullagh, and agreed:
Pensions and Assessments

7.
That the General Assembly approve the proposed arrangements, as outlined in the report of the Pensions and Assessments Panel.
Church Relations

Moved as a licensed additional resolution by the Very Rev Dr JW Lockington, seconded by the Rev NJ McCullough and agreed:
8.
That the General Assembly endorse the actions of the General Board and the Clerk (Reports p 16) in relation to the “Special Commission on Same-Sex Relationships and the Ministry” of the Church of Scotland and view with concern the deliverances of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland on the Report of the Special Commission. 

Business lapsed on Standing Orders (see page _____)

Intermission
The Report of the GENERAL  BOARD (Reports p 15-75) – debate continued.
Moved by the Rev Dr DJ Watts, seconded by the Rev Dr Lesley Carroll, and agreed:

Church and Society

9.
That the General Assembly, recognising the awesome and God-given responsibility which political leaders have, do not want to abandon them to the task but assure the political leaders of the Assembly’s prayers and willingness to engage with them.

10.
That the General Assembly encourage Congregations to continue to pray for those given leadership in society.

11.
That the General Assembly express concern for the citizens of the Irish Republic and for fellow Presbyterians in particular, wish them well in these challenging times and assure the new government, under the leadership of Mr Enda Kenny, of their concerned prayers and good wishes.

12.
The General Assembly, conscious of the anxiety in which some members of this society live, of the threat to members of the PSNI, the Prison Service and others, and of the threat to the future stability and the rebuilding of society that comes from dissident groups, encourage the wider church to pray without ceasing for those who remain afraid and anxious because of the divisions in this society and to work for peace in every way possible.

13.
That the General Assembly affirm the talent with which God has gifted members of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland and that this talent remains despite our economic difficulties, enabling them to continue to joyfully and willingly serve God.

14.
That the General Assembly commend the Church and Society Committee on its determination to stimulate meaningful responses by the Church to the broad and deep economic issues being faced across the island.

15.
That the General Assembly note the consultation responses made by the Church and Society Committee during the past year.

16.
That the General Assembly adopt the position paper, ‘Building good relationships: our hope for a more reconciled society’ and ask that a version prepared for congregational use be provided and circulated as a cost to the Incidental Fund.

17.
That the General Assembly note the appointment of a Panel from the Church and Society Committee in conjunction with the Board of Social Service to consider prisons, prisoners and the work of reform and encourage the Panel to fully consider the proposals of Dame Anne Owers and to consult on this issue, including consultation with PCI’s Prison Chaplains.

18.
That the General Assembly believe sectarianism is insidious, is no respecter of persons, is historically rooted and given vitality by perceptions and by narrow or parallel lifestyles that take little or no account of the ‘other’ and that Sectarianism therefore needs to be addressed with urgency if it is not to continue to take root in the Church and in society.

19.
That the General Assembly, believing in the insidious nature of sectarianism, encourage every Presbyterian when thinking about those who are different, or when speaking about sectarianism to first of all look for the log in their own eye.

20.
That the General Assembly, recognising that sectarianism can thrive where separation and a measure of ‘parallel living’ exists, encourage: 

(i)
all congregations to find ways to build relationships with their Catholic neighbours; 

(ii)
Presbyteries both to acquaint themselves with ‘good relations’ committees and Community Relations Officers at local council level and also to identify with some of their work that they can support, lead or get involved in.

21.
That the General Assembly request the Church & Society Committee to:

(i)
make sectarianism a particular focus of conversations with political parties;

(ii)
develop an informal group with the Catholic Church in Ireland, perhaps through its bishops, to consider the issue of sectarianism and report to the 2012 General Assembly.

22.
That the General Assembly request the Good Relations Committee to consider developing materials for use by primary schools and Sunday schools to help address sectarianism through building good relationships and to keep sectarianism as a concern in their work.

23.
That the General Assembly request the Church & Society Committee to consider all the suggestions made by Presbyteries with regard to addressing sectarianism and bring proposals to the 2012 General Assembly regarding those which could be undertaken at denominational level.

24.
That the General Assembly encourage Congregations and Presbyteries to take every opportunity to seriously engage across the community with neighbours and (former) enemies and to use the decade of centenaries to listen, learn and love, bringing our own cultural and moral selves to the encounters, so that sharing our history can teach us what are the challenges, obstacles, and useful pathways, towards a shared and peaceable future.

25.
That the General Assembly,  mindful of the risk of polarisation in the next decade, ask that those engaging with others would seek to do so constructively and in such a way as to encourage a more inclusive listening, learning and sensitive commemoration of events for community-building, involving both intra and inter community meeting and engagement.

26.
That the General Assembly invite individuals, Congregations and Presbyteries to set their hearts to listen for the Spirit of God as He convicts  of sin and so makes His people slow to judge and gracious and patient towards those who may have sinned against them.
27.
That the General Assembly commend the initiative of Contemporary Christianity in Ireland to facilitate a well-researched and presented History Roadshow, with a view to making available to schools, church fora, cross-community, good relations and combined single identity groups, an opportunity to engage in history together.

Global Concerns

28.
That the General Assembly note the Environment Panel is considering the possibility of initiating an “Environment Sunday”.

29.
That the General Assembly encourage the Race Relations Panel as it resources the strategic mission of the Church with immigrants and minority ethnic people.

30.
That the General Assembly approve the following grants from the Incidental Fund:

Vuleka Trust (South Africa)
£750

Diakonia Council of Churches (South Africa)
£750

Embrace (NI)
£5,000

Churches Asylum Network (RoI)
£500

31.
That the General Assembly encourage the on-going discussions of the Global Concerns Committee on Abrahamic faith relations.

Panel Reports

32.
That the General Assembly instruct the General Board to appoint a new Panel on Building Good Relations, with the remit outlined in the Future of Peacemaking Report.

33.
That the General Assembly note the work of the Panel to review Board and Committee Structures.

34.
That the General Assembly note the work of the Panel to review the Presbytery Consultation process and authorise the General Board to approve for trial any new Consultation process.

General

35.
That the General Assembly approve the following budgets from the Incidental Fund:

General work of the Board
£6,000

Church and society
£2,000

Building Good Relations
£8,000

Environmental Issues
£2,000

Pastoral Care of Manse Families
£2,000

Moved by the Rev Colin Burcombe, seconded by the Rev Uel Marrs, and agreed:

36.
That the General Assembly confirm the changes to Parish Bounds as reported by the East Belfast Presbytery.
Church Relations

Moved by the Rev Dr DJ Watts, seconded by the Rev Lorraine Kennedy-Richie and agreed:
37.
That the General Assembly appoint the following:

to the Irish Council of Churches Executive: Revs John Brackenridge, Lorraine Kennedy-Ritchie, Dr Donald Watts;

to the Irish Inter-Church Committee Revs Lorraine Kennedy-Ritchie, Dr Donald Watts.

38.
That the following grants be made available from the Incidental Fund:

Irish Council of Churches
£19,000

Irish Inter-Church Meeting
£10,000

World Communion of Reformed Churches
£13,000

Conference of European Churches
£5,000

Church and Society Commission (Brussels)
£2,000

Community of Protestant Churches in Europe
£3,000

Reception of Ministers and Licentiates

39.
That the General Assembly adopt the recommendations of the Reception of Ministers and Licentiates Committee on Ministers and Licentiates without charge.

40.
That the Rev Colin Harris be appointed as Acting Convener of the Reception of Ministers and Licentiates Committee

Pastoral Care of Manse Families

41.
That Ministers and Manse families be encouraged by Presbytery Clerks and colleagues to avail of the care available.

42.
That the General Board with its associated working Committees for the ensuing year, be appointed in accordance with Par 272 of the Code as follows:
GENERAL  BOARD  
The Clerk, Convener

(a)
Moderator, Clerk of Assembly, preceding three Moderators and former Clerks of Assembly, Assembly Conveners and Secretaries of Commissions and Boards.

(b)
Revs Dr RA Russell, Dr WP Addley; Alan Boyd, Peter Davison — Revs James Gordon, AD Davidson; JG MacQueen, JLA McIlwaine — Revs JJ Andrews, RM Murray; Nathaniel Rea, Samuel Wallace — Revs TC Morrison, DW Brice; HA Groves, Richard Doggart — CWL Graham; Revs DJ Boden, WJ Orr; _______________ — DC Cowan; Rev FP Sellar; CM Young, John McKibbin — Revs TJ Stothers, GAJ Farquhar; Edwin Boal, James Armstrong — Revs WI Hunter, Richard Gregg; Cecil Lynn, George McIntyre — Revs Stanley Stewart, Dr David Latimer; Mrs Ruby Millar, Ian McCracken — Revs Dr BCG Black, AS Smyth; John Hanna, William Poole — Revs JI Davey, Paul Jamieson; Norman Mawhinney, Miss Evelyn Whyte — Stuart Ferguson;Rev AJ Boal; _______________, AW Finlay — Revs GD Best, RA Moffett; JB McClean, Dr TJ Robinson — Revs SG Anketell, GJ Mackarel; J Fairbairn, Wilson McConkey — Revs SA Finlay, WT Bingham; James Chestnutt, Samuel Walker — Revs Robert Herron, RA Campbell; TJG Wilson, JA Patterson — Revs Noel McClean, Dr JA Thompson; Victor McLean, EC Redmond — Revs WJ Murdock, Brian Kennaway; JH McClurg, Mrs Adrianne Bowden — Revs TJ Conway, AS Thompson; Orr Gibson, WGN Johnston.

(g)
Revs Dr RI Birney, DH Thompson, IF Smith, RA McLernon; Mrs Caroline Hawthorne, Mrs Deborah Webster, Mrs Maeve Magowan, Mrs Sarah Harding, Mrs Avril Heenan, Mrs Pauline Kennedy, Miss Barbara McDade, Miss Muriel Cromie, D Bell, JH Martin, WJ Cairns, Mervyn McCullagh.

A.
CHURCH  AND  SOCIETY  COMMITTEE 
Revs Dr LE Carroll; AJ Boal, Co-Conveners

(a)
The Moderator, preceding Moderator, Clerk, former Clerks, and Deputy Clerk of Assembly, Moderator-Designate, Global Concerns Convener, Church and Society Conveners, Communications Secretary.

(x)
Revs John Brackenridge, AC Wilson, JA Kirkpatrick, Mary Hunter; ESR McCarter.

(y)
Revs WT Bingham, Richard Murray, Brian Kennaway; JA Patterson, I McCracken.

B.
GLOBAL  CONCERNS  
Rev Dr AF Nel, Convener

(a)
The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly, Committee Convener, Conveners of Environment, Building Good Relations, Race Relations Panels, Representative of Board of Mission Overseas, Church Relations.

(x)
Rev CM Hunter; Mrs Fiona Watts, Dr John Gillespie.

(y)
Revs Dr WP Addley, Dr RA Russell, AD Davidson; Alan Boyd.

C.
CHURCH  RELATIONS
Rev L Kennedy-Ritchie, Convener

(a)
The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly, Committee Convener, Prof of Systematic Theology, Representative of Youth and Children’s Ministry, Board of Mission in Ireland, Board of Mission Overseas and Global Concerns.

(x)
Revs John Brackenridge, KDW Crowe, Dr JC McCullough, TJ Wilson, DB Knox, Simon Henning.

(y)
Revs _______________, GAJ Farquhar, SG Anketell; CM Young, Dr TJ Robinson _______________.

D.
DOCTRINE  COMMITTEE
Principal, UTC, Convener

(a)
The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly, General Assembly’s Theological Professors.

(x)
___________________, GJ Kennedy, SD Finlay; Dr Michael McClenahan, R Thompson, Miss D Ford.

(y)
Revs AD Davidson, GJ Mackarel, Dr RA Russell, SA Finlay, AJ Boal, RA Moffett.

E.
PRIORITIES  COMMITTEE
The Clerk, Convener

(a)
The Moderator, Clerk, Deputy Clerk of Assembly, Board Secretaries.

(x)
Conveners of: Union Commission; Communications; Mission Overseas, Mission in Ireland; Social Witness; Youth and Children’s Ministry; Christian Training; Finance and Personnel; United Appeal Boards.

(y)
Revs Dr RA Russell, RA Moffett, GAJ Farquhar, AD Davidson; Mrs Adrianne Bowden, DC Cowan, JLA McIlwaine, CWL Graham, Stuart Ferguson.
F.
MODERATOR’S  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE

The Clerk, Convener

(a)
The Moderator, preceding three Moderators, Clerk, former Clerks, Deputy Clerk of Assembly, Communications and Press Secretary.

(x)
Rev DR Baker; Mrs Rosemary Dunlop, Mrs Cherry Poynton, Lindsay Conway, MA Morrow QC.

(y)
Revs JJ Andrews, TJ Conway, SG Anketell; Mrs Adrianne Bowden, Mrs Ruby Millar.

G.
RECEPTION  OF  MINISTERS  AND  LICENTIATES  COMMITTEE

Rev CG Harris, Acting Convener

(a)
The Moderator, Clerk, Deputy Clerk of Assembly, Committee Convener, Convener of Board of Christian Training, Convener and Director of Ministerial Studies, Convener Church Relations, Principal UTC, Secretary of Board of Mission in Ireland.

(x)
Revs KWJ Hanna, SD Finlay, SS Johnston, Lorraine Kennedy-Ritchie; David McMullan, Miss Anne Taylor.

(y)
Revs SA Finlay, WJ Murdock, TC Morrison, GAJ Farquhar; Mrs Adrian Bowden, Alan Boyd.

The Overtures Anent Pars 25 and 48 of the Code (Reports pp75-76) were submitted by the Rev Dr DJ Watts
Moved by the Rev Dr DJ Watts, seconded by the Rev TD Gribben, and agreed:

That the overtures anent Pars 25 and 48 of the Code, having lain on the books for one year, be enacted as the law of the Church.

The Overture Anent Par 33 of the Code (Reports p76) were submitted by the Rev Dr DJ Watts

Moved by the Rev Dr DJ Watts, seconded by the Rev TD Gribben, and agreed:

That the overture anent Par 33 of the Code, having lain on the books for one year, be enacted as the law of the Church.

The Overture anent Par 81 of the Code (Report p 76) was submitted by the Very Rev Dr JW Lockington.

Moved by the Very Rev Dr JW Lockington, seconded by the Very Rev Dr John Lockington, and agreed:


That the overture anent Par 81 of the Code, having lain on the books for one year, be enacted as the law of the Church.


An Overture Anent Par 76(e) of the Code was submitted by the Rev Dr DJ Watts, as follows:
It is hereby overtured to the General Assembly to enact that in sub-paragraph 76(e) of the Code the words “proportional to the amount of stipend paid,” be deleted.
Moved by the Rev Dr DJ Watts, seconded by the Rev TD Gribben, and agreed:
That the overture anent Par 76(e) of the Code be received and placed on the books.

Overtures Anent Pars 235, 313(1), 318(B)(2), 320(2) and 325(2)  of the Code were submitted by the Rev Dr DJ Watts, as follows:

Anent Par 235 of the Code
It is hereby overtured to the General Assembly to enact that Par 235 of the Code be deleted and the following substituted in its place:
235. (1)  Within the total income of a congregation certain items are designated as Assessable Income and include – 
 (a)
Weekly Freewill Offering;

(b)
Income for Stipend;

(c)
Income for the Central Ministry Fund;

(d)
Sunday and other collections for general congregational purposes;

(e)
Rental income retained for general purposes less related expenditure including financing costs on related loans;

(f)
Income on general bequests;

(g)
Any other general income on which no restriction has been applied by the donor.

(2)
Money received by way of repayment of Income Tax on a contribution shall be treated as part of that contribution.

(3)
Assessable Income does not include collections for building and repairs, repayment of debts and other designated objects approved by the Presbytery with reference, if necessary, to the Board of Finance and Personnel, monies raised in Sunday School or Church organisations (other than for general congregational purposes), collections for the United Appeal, World Development or other religious and charitable objects, bequests, grants and restricted endowment income.

Where a congregation adopts the Weekly Freewill Offering method, the Congregational Committee shall provide envelopes and appoint a WFO Secretary to supervise their distribution and return.
Anent Par 313(1) of the Code

It is hereby overtured to the General Assembly to enact that in sub-paragraph 313(1) of the Code the words “on the stipend paid to the minister in the preceding year, or as fixed by the Union Commission in giving leave to call in a vacancy,” be deleted and the words “on Assessable Income,” be substituted in their place.

Anent Par 318(B)(2) of the Code

It is hereby overtured to the General Assembly to enact that in sub-paragraph 318(B)(2) of the Code the words “in the preceding financial year, or as fixed by the Union Commission in giving leave to call in a vacancy,” be deleted.

Anent Par 320(2) of the Code

It is hereby overtured to the General Assembly to enact that in sub-paragraph 320(2) of the Code the words “assessed on the stipend paid to the minister in the preceding financial year, or as fixed by the Union Commission in giving leave to call in a vacancy,” be deleted and the words “on Assessable Income,” be substituted in their place.

Anent Par 325(2) of the Code

It is hereby overtured to the General Assembly to enact that in sub-paragraph 325(2) of the Code the words “on the stipend to the minister in the preceding year, or as fixed by the Union Commission in giving leave to call in a vacancy,” be deleted and the words “on Assessable Income,” be substituted in their place.

Moved by the Rev Dr DJ Watts, seconded by the Rev TD Gribben, and agreed:

That the overture anent Pars 235, 313(1), 318(B)(2), 320(2) and 325(2)  of the Code be received and placed on the books.

The sederunt came to a close at 6.06pm, the Moderator pronouncing the Benediction. 
On Wednesday evening, 8 June, 2010, at 7.45pm, an Evening Rally was held in the Assembly Hall led by the Moderator.

