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Held at Belfast, June, 2011
FIRST  SESSION

Monday, 6th June, 2011
7.00 p.m.
Within Church House

The Right Rev Dr T Norman Hamilton, Moderator of the General Assembly, led in public worship and addressed those present before constituting the Assembly with prayer.

The Clerk announced that the names of 613 ministers being ex officio members and 468 elders on whose behalf commissions had been received, had been entered on the Roll of the Assembly, together with 62 Assembly Elders, Conveners and nominees of the Business Board.  In addition 212 people in various categories, not members of the court, have been invited to sit and deliberate, 18 of whom are from other Churches.

The following Ministers and Ruling Elders were present at the Annual Meeting:-

The Moderator welcomed, on behalf of the Assembly, the Deputy Lieutenant, the Lord Mayor, representatives of sister Churches, of Educational and Community Organisations, and other special guests present.

The Moderator, having expressed thanks for the help he had received during the past year of office, asked the Assembly to proceed to the election and appointment of a successor to him in office for the ensuing year.

The Clerk submitted the nominations of Presbyteries for the Moderatorship as follows:-
The Rev Ivan James Patterson
12 nominations

The Rev Robert Alexander Patton
3 nominations

The Rev Joseph John Andrews
2 nominations

The Rev Robert Lyle Craig
1 nomination

The Rev Robert McMaster Mackay
1 nomination

On the motion of the Rev RA Patton, seconded by the Rev JJ Andrews, the Rev Dr IJ Patterson was unanimously called to the Chair, welcomed by the retiring Moderator and commended to God in prayer.

The Right Rev Dr IJ Patterson addressed the House.

The sederunt came to a close at 8.55pm, the Moderator pronouncing the Benediction.

__________________
SECOND  SESSION
Tuesday, 7th June, 2011
9.45am
The Assembly convened, the Moderator leading in prayer.
The Report of the BUSINESS  BOARD (Reports pp 1-7) was submitted by the Rev Dr DJ Watts, together with the following Supplementary Report:

During the year the Business Board has carefully considered the invitation from the Presbytery of Derry and Donegal for the General Assembly to meet in Derry/Londonderry during 2013, the City’s year as UK City of Culture.  It also consulted with the General Board (see Supplementary Report), who invited Presbyteries to indicate their view also.  It concurs with the General Board that the opportunity to share something of Presbyterian culture and heritage should be welcomed.  It also recognises the importance of fostering good local relationships and so endorses the view that twenty additional invitations to Opening Night should be issued by the local Presbytery.  While some questions have been raised as to cost, the Business Board is confident that the increased budget will not exceed £10,000 and does not believe this should be a determining factor.  An appropriate resolution is attached.

The Business Board also considered requests for other Courts of the Church to meet to do business while the General Assembly is in session.  The Board felt it necessary to turn down two requests – one from a Kirk Session and one from a Presbytery.

The General Synod of the Church of Ireland (2011)

The Very Rev Dr J Stafford Carson reports:

Along with Mr George Russell, Session Clerk in First Portadown, I attended the Church of Ireland General Synod which was held in the City Hotel, Armagh from 12 to 14 May 2011.  We were warmly welcomed and enjoyed rich hospitality and good fellowship with many long-standing friends.

In his presidential address, The Most Rev Alan Harper, Archbishop of Armagh, made a plea for passion in the discussion of key issues which were coming before the Synod.  He believed that measured, tolerant and reserved contributions can sometimes be interpreted as indifferentism.  He went on to say that there was an important difference between engendering division and exposing division, and that diversity need not be a source of division.  Sound-bite journalism trivializes issues and excludes good debate.  The President asked the synodical delegates, “What are we passionate about?”

The next couple of days answered the Archbishop’s question.  It revealed that some members of the Church of Ireland are passionate about mission and evangelism, and about the future of Christianity in Ireland. 

But that passionate debate was prefaced by a more controlled and rather boring session as the synod used its traditional pattern of dealing with its business by following a 19th century form of parliamentary debate.  An example of this was the proposal of Bishop Harold Millar to amend the Book of Common Prayer (2004) to include a prayer for the Northern Ireland Assembly.  It took thirty-three separate steps and three days before the bill to include the new prayer was enacted.  Afterwards I joked with my friend, Bishop Millar, that I hoped the re-constituted Northern Ireland Assembly would survive until the Church of Ireland were allowed to pray for it!

The passionate debate surrounded a report prepared by the Venerable Gary Hastings, Archdeacon of Tuam, on the future of the Church of Ireland.  He prophesied that the “vanishing point” for many small churches is no longer over the horizon, but will arrive in our lifetimes.  Young people, having departed from the church after confirmation, no longer return in later life with their own children as was once the case.  A cord has been cut, the tradition of osmotically passing on the faith, combined with weekly church attendance, is past. 

“Metaphors of cancer and the Titanic may be too dramatic, it’s more a matter of slow, quiet, respectable deflation, a gentle haemorrhaging allowing us to drift off to sleep in the damp but hallowed halls of elder glory.  If it is a crisis, it is a crisis in slow motion.  Yet things are going to change and we should prepare for the change.  There is time but we should look at trends and plan ahead where we can.”

Presbyterians will readily identify the same disease as afflicting our own denomination, and will be interested in the response of our brothers and sisters in the Church of Ireland.  Canon David McClay warmed our hearts as he reported on some exciting initiatives in Willowfield Parish in East Belfast, where a new concern to connect with people in their community is proving fruitful.  Another speaker pointed out that Christ must be our primary identity and if Christ is not our primary identity, then we have no future.  Many people are not clear what church membership is or what it means.  For that reason, one speaker recommended that the parish must be seen as a unit of mission and not just pastoral care.

The General Synod also received the report of the Covenant Council and agreed to receive the "Second Statement on the Interchangeability of Ministry and Episcope" and encouraged congregations to celebrate the Covenant relationship between the Church of Ireland and the Methodist Church.  Proposing the report and the accompanying motion, the Most Rev Richard Clarke, Bishop of Meath and Kildare, emphasised that this would not "organically unify" the Church of Ireland and the Methodist Church, but would "effect a relationship parallel".  It was crucial at this point that there be an identical intentionality in both Churches and not a "mere crafting of a form of words", in order that the shared place of the two Churches within the tradition of the historic episcopate should be made public and manifest.

Seconding the motion, the Rev Nigel Dunne (Diocese of Cork) told the Synod that the discussions between the two Churches had now arrived at the stage where both could mutually endorse each other's expression of the office and function of "episcope", and that the time had come to move forward and bring this theological and ecclesiological agreement into real and tangible expression, in order that the mission of Christ's Church on this island might be strengthened.

The President of the Methodist Conference, the Rev Paul Kingston, was invited to address the Synod and told members that he was "very excited" about what was being proposed.  Speaking of his positive experience of co-operation between the two Churches, Mr Kingston hoped that both would wholeheartedly embrace the concept of interchangeability of ministry, "in obedience to the prayer of Christ that his people might be one".

When I was given an opportunity to address the Synod, I endorsed the Archbishop’s desire for passionate and heart-felt debate, but, in the light of the recent history of our own church, commended those who had an eye for detail and who were prepared to scrutinize the less exciting aspects of a denomination’s common life to ensure that “all things were done decently and in order”.  These aspects are just as important to a denomination’s life as are the enthusiastic and passionate debates.

Like ourselves, the times are a-changing for the Church of Ireland, but where there is a whole-hearted commitment to Christ and to the gospel there are indications that they will find new ways of living the gospel and of being a church. 

The Church of Scotland General Assembly (2011)

The Right Rev Dr T Norman Hamilton reports:

The Church of Scotland is famous for the warmth and generosity of welcome to its visitors, and this year was no exception.  There is also an oft expressed desire – even expectation – that visiting delegates will contribute to the debates, and I was privileged to do so on several occasions.

The most high profile debate of the week, with a whole day given over to it, was the report of a Special Commission on Same-Sex Relationships and the Ministry.  The full report is available online on the Church of Scotland website, and I would urge all who are interested to read it there.  The levels of angst were obvious from the earliest contributions, but the newly installed moderator, the Rt. Rev. David Arnott handled the whole day (indeed the whole week) with such great grace and sense of fairness that the angst never became adversarial or bitter.

Yet I sensed at the outset that the more ‘liberal’ option would be accepted, and it was.  Whatever the nuances in the report (and there were many), the public understanding was expressed in the opening words of the leader article in The Scotsman the next day:
It was a long and understandably passionate debate, but finally last night the General Assembly of Church of Scotland voted to allow Presbyteries across the country to choose gay or lesbian ministers.  The vote among the commissioners to throw out the ban on gay clergy brought in two years ago was clear, 351 to 294, but showed how divisive the issue has been in the Kirk. 

There is a widespread view that the traditionalist position on the ordination of those who are gay/lesbian was rejected for what was described as the ‘revisionist’ position.  Those who were advocating this latter position included one minister who spoke warmly of the contribution that bisexuals and those who are transgendered can make to Christian ministry, whilst another spoke of how the Bible had been shown to be wrong in the past and that we now know better.  The traditionalist view was articulated by many in the Kirk, and by every visiting delegate who spoke (myself included), and there is no doubt that many of those who hold this position within the Church of Scotland seem seriously demoralised and deeply apprehensive about future developments.

It also has to be said however, that the Assembly was unambiguously clear that there should be no antagonism towards or marginalisation of those who are gay / lesbian within congregations.  This is as important a principle for us in PCI as it is for the Church of Scotland.

The other debate which I followed with great interest was the report of the Panel on Review and Reform.  This was the product of work going back as far as 2001, and the Convenor reminded the Assembly that his role had been described as a ‘poisoned chalice’ when he took it up.  That report too is available on-line, and from my perspective was memorable for two reasons:

(a)
it is brutally honest about how the work of Presbyteries is perceived within the Church of Scotland.

(b)
it does not recommend anything less than a total overhaul of the role and work of Presbyteries and has many highly creative suggestions as to how that might be done.
The vision for change was set out for the Assembly as follows:
Affirm that the purpose of Presbytery reform must be to enable the mission of Christ.

Affirm the vision begun at the Reformation and expressed in the Church without Walls (CWW) report1 that the Church of Scotland’s foundation for mission is rooted in the local church, through the ministry of all God’s people.

Affirm that local mission planning is a priority for the Church and the Presbytery is the church community which should resource and support the local gospel imperative.

Agree that Presbytery planning should take place within the wider context of Presbytery reform and be conducted in partnership with Presbyteries to ensure the strategic distribution of the Ministry and Mission allocation.

Note with concern the present situation in many Presbyteries where compliance with governance, planning and finance cannot be fully achieved.

Affirm the need for a mechanism of devolved authority to reform the present Presbyteries so that they may become the regional areas of proclamation, support and oversight as envisaged in the report.

It was however, largely rejected.  What surprised me was the rejection did not seem to be based on the core thinking or rationale of the report, but on the practicalities of making the changes needed.  I said it at the time, and am happy to repeat my view here, that there is much in this report that we would do well to take on board in our own review of our structures.

The other high profile event was ‘Roll Away the Stone’, described as follows: On General Assembly Sunday, from 1pm till 6pm, the Church took over a large area of Princes Street Gardens in Edinburgh for a time of Celebration, Inspiration and Discovery.
"Significance comes from the Cross and resurrection life flows from the Tomb."  So celebration, inspiration and discovery began with reflections around a huge cross in the garden area near the Ross Bandstand.  Meantime at the Bandstand itself, in the picturesque avenue and fountain areas, and in St Cuthbert's Church at the west end of the Gardens there was space for worship, praise and singing amongst a whole range of other things to see and do.
Between 5-6000 people attended.  Personally the highlights were a splendid half hour gospel concert by around two dozen members of the Scottish African Massed Choir in full national dress with wonderful jazz accompaniment.  The audience was enthralled.  So was I.
The other enthralling event was a young man doing superlative rope tricks and explaining the core gospel message as he did it.  Personal testimony to the transforming power of Christ given in a highly creative and compelling way.
Of course there were many other memorable events – the Ceremony of the Keys in Holyrood Palace; the great welcome of the ‘Irish Gathering’ of ministers, elders and their wives; the reception in the historic Parliament Hall attended by the first minister of Scotland, Alex Salmond, and the services in St Giles’ Cathedral.
It was a privilege to attend, albeit it seemed to be a somewhat troubled Assembly in a somewhat troubled church.  There was much to learn, but maybe most of the learning will happen in the weeks and months to come as members of and visitors to the Assembly reflect deeply on what happened and what was discussed – as they must and no doubt will do.

Moved by the Rev Dr DJ Watts, seconded by the Rev GE Best and agreed: 
1.
That the Report be received. 
2.
That the recommended Order of Business be adopted.

3.
That on the first Tuesday of February Presbyteries should meet in the evening to nominate the next Moderator of the General Assembly and remain in session until voting is complete.
4.
That the General Assembly accept, with thanks, the invitation of the Presbytery of Derry and Donegal to meet in Derry/Londonderry in 2013, that the normal invitations to Opening Night be issued and that when the General Assembly meets outside Belfast twenty additional invitations to the Opening Night be issued by the local Presbytery.

5.
That the professional amplification controller and visual display operator be admitted to the Private Session each year at the General Assembly.

6.
That a grant of £16,000 be made from the Incidental Fund to the Arrangements Committee. 

7.
That the Business Board, with its associated working Committee, be appointed in accordance with Par 275 of the Code for the ensuing year beginning 15 March, 2011.

The Report of the Presbyteries (Reports pp 8-14) was submitted by the Rev Dr DJ Watts.
Moved by the Rev Dr DJ Watts, seconded by the Rev TD Gribben, and agreed:

1.
That the Report be received.

The Corresponding Members were received from the Church of Scotland.  These were the Right Rev David Arnott, Rev Joanne Hood and Mr Robin Arnott.
The Moderator welcomed the Corresponding Members.  The Right Rev David Arnott replied and conveyed greetings.

The Moderator welcomed the Mrs Val Morrison and Rev Dr Jim Coleman of the United Reformed Church of the United Kingdom; and Rev Iain Hodgins of the Presbyterian Church of Wales.  The Rev Iain Hodgins replied and conveyed greetings.

The Moderator welcomed the Rev Donald Ker and Mr TG Wilson, delegates from the Methodist Church in Ireland; Most Rev Michael Jackson,  delegate from the Church of Ireland; and Mr Mervyn McCullagh from the Irish Council of Churches.  Mr Mervyn McCullagh replied and conveyed greetings.

The Moderator welcomed other delegates from: the Presbyterian Church of East Africa, the Rev Francis Njoroge; the CCAP Nkhoma Synod, the Rev Davidson Chifungo; the Church of North India Gujarat Diocese, Mr Reuben B Christie; Károli Gáspár University, Prof Anne Marie Kool; the Presbyterian Church USA, the Rev Doug Baker; and the Waldensian Church, the Rev Bruno Gabrielli.  The Rev Davidson Chifungo replied and conveyed greetings.

The Report of the 2010 SPECIAL  ASSEMBLY  COMMITTEE (Reports pp 297-298) was submitted by the Rev TC Morrison.

Moved by the Rev TC Morrison, seconded by the Rev DH Thompson and agreed:

1.
That the Report be received.

2.
That consideration be given to holding a PCI Residential Conference in 2015; that the financial surplus from “Confident in Christ” be retained for this purpose; and that the General Board be instructed to report, with recommendations and costings to the 2012 Assembly.
Business lapsed (see page _____)

Intermission

Members of Assembly were joined by others to participate in the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, conducted by the Moderator. During worship the Memorial Roll of Ministers deceased was submitted by the Very Rev Dr WD Patton, and the Assembly paid their customary tribute.
The sederunt came to a close at 12.55 pm, the Moderator pronouncing the Benediction.

THIRD  SESSION

Tuesday, 7th June, 2011
2.00pm
The Assembly again convened, the Moderator leading in prayer.

Report of the 2010 Assembly Conference Committee – debate resumed (see page ____)

Moved by the Rev Dr DJ Watts, seconded by the Rev TD Gribben, and agreed:

3.
That the Revs Colin Morrison and David Thompson be thanked for their services as Co-Conveners of the 2010 Assembly Conference Committee.

4.
That the 2010 Assembly Conference Committee be thanked and discharged.

The Report of the PRESBYTERIAN  WOMEN’S  ASSOCIATION (Reports pp 153-156) was submitted by  Mrs Edna McIlwaine and Mrs Caroline Hawthorne.

Moved by the Rev Dr DJ Watts, seconded by the Rev TD Gribben, and agreed:

1. That the Report be received.

The Report of the BOARD  OF  MISSION  IN  IRELAND  (Reports pp 122-152) was submitted by the Rev RA Patton, together with the following Supplementary Report:
Strategy for Mission Committee – 

The Rev Alistair R Bill reports:

The street outreach work of Nightlight continues in the entertainment areas of Belfast with Mr John Luke as Director.  The staff team consists of Mrs Linzie Cobain (Development Officer, Golden Mile), Brian Simons (Development Officer, Odyssey Complex), and Mrs Catherine Dalzell (Clerical & Resource Officer).  Teams of volunteers, working on rota, take Christ onto the streets in the Golden Mile on Thursday, Friday and Saturday nights, and on Friday and Saturday nights in the Odyssey Complex.

Team Members
Without voluntary Team Members Nightlight could not operate.  Accordingly, the Panel is always looking for new people to come along, initially to watch and listen, and then to offer themselves on a weekly basis if possible.  Night Tours are still available for individuals and groups - contact the Nightlight office (Tel +44(0)28 9033 2777).  Team Members are provided with the Nightlight Mission Statement, the Nightlight Statement of Beliefs and Guiding Principles, and the Nightlight Guidelines for Voluntary Involvement and Recruitment.  During the year a Team Member Agreement was also drawn up, to which those participating in the street work agree to adhere. 

Training Programme

A pilot Training programme for street work was undertaken by members of the Core Group in the autumn of 2011.  This programme is presently being refined and it is planned that all Team Members will undertake it beginning September 2011.  It is anticipated that it will then be made available to other teams around the country.  We are grateful to the Rev Danny Rankin for developing this programme.

Review of Nightlight

A comprehensive review process was undertaken during the period May to September 2010, under the visionary and efficient leadership of the Rev David Thompson.  This resulted in the identification of a significant number of desirable tasks for the improvement of the work.  Grouped in 7 areas, these include a Values Statement (P - presence; U - unconditional kindness; R - relationship; E - evangelism) now being used on all Nightlight literature; a more solid connection of the Nightlight Panel to the Strategy for Mission Committee; the desire to build the network of those involved in street work across Ireland and beyond.  We also plan to explore other sources of funding for the work. 

Strategy for Mission Committee

The Rev David J Bruce writes:

The BMI conveys its deep appreciation to the Rev William Henry who since 2006 has served as Convener of the Home and Irish Mission Committee (latterly the Strategy for Mission Committee).  William has brought gifts of communication and insight to his work with the Board and these Committees.  His vision for the mission of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland is rooted in his own experience as parish minister in Maze and Ballinderry.  In this convenership William has always been ready to travel as a member of various working groups to all parts of Ireland where his wisdom and counsel have been highly valued.  He has helped to steer the Board forwards through the process of Mission Planning towards Mission Development, and has been closely involved with the reconfiguration of Irish Mission work and the management of Deaconesses by the Board.  We pray God’s blessing on William as he completes this period of service with the Board.

Moved by the Rev RA Patton, seconded by the Rev DJ Bruce and agreed:

1.
That the report be received.

2.
That the recommendations outlined in the Revised Strategy for Future Mission Development section of the Report be agreed.

3.
That the BMI Mission Development Officer maintains annual contact with Presbytery Clerks and Mission Development Co-ordinators to offer support in mission development in whatever manner is deemed appropriate.

4.
That the General Assembly support the formation of a series of networks built around urban, rural and missional Church.

5.
That the General Assembly commend to Kirk Sessions the Course for the Training of Evangelists and invite them to consider nominating and supporting suitable candidates as participants from their Congregations.

6.
That the Panel on the Revision of the Book of Public Worship reviews the wording of Pars 10-14 of The Code and reports to next year’s General Assembly.

7.
That the Panel on the Revision of the Book of Public Worship reviews the wording of the questions put at services of ordination, licensing and installation or induction and reports to next year’s General Assembly, taking note of the requirement in the present Code regarding the significance of subscription to the Westminster Confession of Faith, and further considering the promises of the minister as set out in the present Code.

8.
That the General Assembly request the Panel on the Revision of the Book of Public Worship to send the final sections of its work relating to the sacraments down to Presbyteries for consideration and response by 31 December, 2011.

9.
That in light of Presbytery comments received, the Board of Mission in Ireland be requested to publish all completed sections of the revision to the Book of Public Worship as an on-line, downloadable resource for general use by ministers.

10.
That the General Assembly commend the work of Nightlight under its Director, Mr John Luke and encourage volunteers to offer themselves for service in this and other outreach projects within the Church.

11.
That the General Assembly encourage Congregations to set aside one Sunday in the year to celebrate our rich access to Scripture and, in this regard, commend the online resources of the Bible Societies in Ireland to Ministers and Kirk Sessions.
12.
That the resignation of the Rev WJ Henry as Convener of the Strategy for Mission Committee be accepted, that he be thanked for his services and that the Business Board be authorised to make an appointment in his place.

13.
That the Board of Mission in Ireland with its associated working committees for the ensuing year be appointed in accordance with Par 280 of the Code as follows:

VIII.— BOARD  OF  MISSION  IN  IRELAND  (BMI)

Rev RA Patton, Convener

Rev DJ Bruce, Secretary

(a)
The Moderator, Clerk of Assembly, Board Convener, Representatives of Social Witness, Education, Christian Training, Youth and Children’s Ministry and Mission Overseas Boards, and Union Commission; Conveners of BMI Finance, Personnel and Property Committees; two Deaconess representatives, Nightlight Director.

(b)
Revs SA Little, Douglas Bradley; Mrs Marbeth Russell — Revs DS Henry, AD Davidson; Miss Janice Allen — Revs MD McNeely, JG Johnston; Mrs Joy Carson — Revs ID Neish, DJ McIlwaine; Mrs AJ Henderson — Revs Dr RM Crooks, CH Deering; Mrs Jean Gwyn Patton — Revs Mervyn Gibson, Danny Rankin; Mrs Lynda Gibson — Rev RI Carton; Alan Doole, Mrs Jane McClure — Revs TJ McCormick, Raymond Kelly; Mrs Nan Nixon — Revs KA Jones, WH Higgins; Mrs Olive Boreland — Revs DJ Hyndman, Scott Woodburn; Ms Jean Shields — Rev WJ Todd; James McDowell, Mrs Vera Mawhinney — Revs Dr Samuel Mawhinney, SJ Lockington, Lorraine Kennedy-Ritchie — Rev DJM Boyle, MD Davidson; Mrs S Shilliday — Revs NS Millen, Molly Deatherage; Uel Gamble — Revs WT Bingham, BD Colvin; Mrs Ruth Johnston — Rev CI Dickson; TR Reid, Ms Valerie Reid— Revs HW Mullan, Denis Bannerman; Mrs Betty Robinson — Revs Stephen Simpson, George Moore; Mrs Joan Simpson — Revs JJ Currie, DH Brown; Mrs Elsie Farr.

(p)
President, Home Vice President and General Secretary of PW; Mrs. Pat Martin, Mrs Hazel Clarke, Mrs Elaine Crockett, Mrs Ann Blue, Mrs Violet Miller.

A.
STRATEGY  FOR  MISSION  COMMITTEE

_______________, Convener

Rev DJ Bruce, Secretary

(a)
The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly, Board Convener and Secretary, Committee Convener, PW Central President, PW Home Vice-President, Convener and Secretary of BMI Communications Committee, Mission Development Officer (Ireland), BMI Support Officer, Nightlight Panel Convener, Convener BMI Personnel Committee, Rev WJ Henry.

(x)
Revs Dr WP Addley, BD Colvin, JR Lambe, Dr Gary Millar, Dr TN Hamilton, JE McDowell; DF Adair.

(y)
Revs SJ Lockington, Stephen Simpson, AD Davidson, Molly Deatherage, Dr Samuel Mawhinney, MN Davidson, Mervyn Gibson.

B.
RESEARCH  AND  RESOURCES  COMMITTEE

Rev CWP Kennedy, Convener

Rev DH Thompson, Secretary

(a)
The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly, Board Convener and Secretary, Committee Convener and Secretary, Convener of Training and Resources Committee (BCT), Christian Training Development Officer (BCT), Communications Officer (BMI), Prof Practical Theology, Divine Healing Agent, one representative of Youth & Children’s Ministry, Mission Overseas Board, Committee Secretary.

(x)
Revs GE Best, Dr RB Savage, DJ Hyndman, Denis Bannerman, JSB Drennan, Ben Walker.

(y)
Revs BD Colvin, SA Little, DJM Boyle, Dr Rodger Crooks, Douglas Bradley; Mrs Ruth Johnston.

C.
CHURCH  ARCHITECTURE  COMMITTEE

TR Reid, Convener

Miss L Beatty, Secretary

(a)
The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly, Board Convener and Secretary, Committee Convener and Secretary, Rev GD Simpson.

(x)
Brian Knox, Kenneth Fleming, William Watt.

(y)
Revs JR Lambe, George Moore, CH Deering.

The following Overtures anent Pars 204 and 210(1) of the Code were submitted by the Rev DJ Bruce:
Anent Par 204 of the Code

It is hereby overtured to the General Assembly to enact that Par 204 of the Code be deleted and the following substituted in its place:

“204.  The ordination or installation of ruling elders shall be conducted by the Presbytery, or a commission thereof, who shall appoint ministers and ruling elders to officiate at the service.”

Anent Par 210(1) of the Code

It is hereby overtured to the General Assembly to enact that sub-paragraph 210(1) of the Code be deleted and the following substituted in its place:

“(1) appoint ministers and ruling elders to conduct the service.”

Moved by the Rev DJ Bruce, seconded by the Rev Prof Drew Gibson, and agreed:

That the overtures anent Pars 204 and 210(1) of the Code be received and that, under the Barrier Act, Code Par 112, they be sent down to Presbyteries.

The following Overtures anent Pars 205(2) and 212(2) of the Code were submitted by the Rev DJ Bruce.

Anent Par 205(2) of the Code

It is hereby overtured to the General Assembly to enact that in sub paragraph 205(2) of the Code the words: 

“(a)  The Presbytery shall then be constituted publicly by prayer.

(b)  The Moderator shall then make a Declaration on the following 

lines –”

be deleted and the following substituted in their place:

“(a) The Presbytery, having been constituted by prayer, the Moderator shall then make a Declaration on the following lines – ”

Anent Par 212(2) of the Code

It is hereby overtured to the General Assembly to enact that in sub-paragraph 212(2) of the Code the words “shall then be constituted publicly by prayer; and the Clerk” be deleted and the words “having been constituted by prayer, the Clerk or Convener” substituted in their place.

Moved by the Rev DJ Bruce, seconded by the Rev Prof Drew Gibson, and agreed:

That the overtures anent Pars 205(2) and 212(2) of the Code be received and that, under Par 111 of the Code, they be made the rule of the Church.

The following Overture anent Par 212(1) of the Code was submitted by the Rev DJ Bruce.

Anent Par 212(1) of the Code

It is hereby overtured to the General Assembly to enact that in sub-paragraph 212(1) of the Code the words “an address dealing with” be deleted and the words “an address or statement dealing with” substituted in their place.

Moved by the Rev DJ Bruce, seconded by the Rev Prof Drew Gibson.
That the overture anent Pars 212(1) of the Code be received.

A card vote was taken, 181 votes were cast for and 166 votes were cast against. The resolution was declared passed and the overture placed on the books for one year.
Business lapsed on Standing Orders (see page _____)

Intermission

The Report of the BOARD  OF  YOUTH AND CHILDREN’S MINISTRY (Reports pp 176-189) was submitted by the Rev JP Moxen

Moved by the Rev JP Moxen, seconded by Ms Lynda Gould, and agreed:

1.
That the Report be received.

2.
That a grant of £9,736 be paid from the Incidental Fund to Youth Link: NI.

3.
That the General Assembly approve the Youth and Children’s Project to support the work of Kids’ Alive International and Friendship House in Sandy Row.
4.
That the resignation of the Rev Graeme Kennedy as Convener of the Ministry Resources Committee be accepted, that he be thanked for his services and that the Rev David Brownlow be appointed in his place.
5.
That the Board of Youth and Children’s Ministry, with its associated working Committees for the ensuing year, be appointed as follows:

BOARD  OF  YOUTH  AND  CHILDREN’S MINISTRY  
Rev JP Moxen, Convener

Miss R Stirling, Secretary

(a)
The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly, Board Convener, Director of Youth and Children’s Ministry, Director of Programmes, Conveners of Research and Resources (BMI), Training and Resources (BCT) Committees, Full-time University Chaplains.

(b)
Revs RJ Montgomery, GJ Kennedy — Rev SD Finlay; Noel McKee — Rev WJA Moody; Jonathan Boyd — Miss Doreen Draffin, Michael Wylie — Rev Grant Connor; Johnny Bell — Andrew McCann, Mrs JM Noteman — Stuart Hawthorne, Andrew Howard — WBM Willis, _______________ — Revs ND Craig, DM Shaw — Stanley McFarland, Mrs Claire Woodward — Rev Gareth McFadden; M Glenn — Revs MRJ Anderson, Andy Carroll — Revs Raymond McKibbin; Philip McCullough, — Rev Troy Morgan, Richard Carleton — Ronald Annett, Andrew Mullan — Revs CFD Clements, RA Campbell — Revs Peter Turton, Kenneth Henderson — GA Barkley, RWH Hill — Revs Martin Gracey, JD Montgomery.

(g)
Rev Amanda Best; Mrs C Murray, Mrs J Craig, Mrs J Robinson, Mrs S Campbell, Mrs G Ditty, Mrs F Cromie, Mrs G Graham, Mrs L Keys, Mrs C McQuigg, P McKinstry, A Ditty, T McAllister, G MacLean, A Brown, Mark Beattie, Miss S Moore, Miss N Bradley, Miss Alison Armstrong, Jocelyn Brown.

A.
TRAINING  COMMITTEE  
Rev Christoph Ebbinghaus, Convener

(a)
The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly, Board Convener, Committee Convener, Director of Youth and Children’s Ministry, Youth Development Officer, Children’s Development Officer, Regional Youth and Support Worker, Director of Programmes, Young Adults’ Development Officer.

(x)
Paul Brown, Mrs Jenny Robinson, Dr Alistair McCracken, Miss Michelle McCauley.

(y)
Revs Kenneth Henderson, Grant Connor, Gareth McFadden; Michael Wylie.

B.
RESEARCH  AND  EDUCATION  COMMITTEE  
Ms Lynda Gould, Convener

(a)
The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly, Board Convener, Committee Convener, Director of Youth and Children’s Ministry, Rev RS Stockman.

(x)
Glenn Jordan, Mrs Sonia Mawhinney, Chris Hunter, Philip Scott.

(y)
Revs SD Finlay, Troy Morgan, RJ Montgomery; Stuart Hawthorne.

C.
MINISTRY RESOURCES  COMMITTEE  
Rev DS Brownlow, Convener

(a)
The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly, Board Convener, Committee Convener, Director of Youth and Children’s Ministry, Children’s Development Officer, Youth Development Officer, Regional Youth and Support Workers, Director of Programmes, Young Adults’ Development Officer, Rev GJ Kennedy.

(x)
Rev RL Brown; Jim McDowell; Mrs Ruth Elkin.

(y)
Rev Mark Shaw; Peter Turton; Jonathan Bell.

D.
MINISTRY  OPPORTUNITIES  COMMITTEE  
Rev JH Flaherty, Convener

(a)
The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly, Board Convener, Committee Convener, Director of Youth and Children’s Ministry, Representative Board of Mission Overseas and Board of Mission in Ireland, Director of Programmes, Young Adults’ Development Officer.

(x)
Revs Dr MJ Welsh, JA Curry; David McCullagh, Mark Moorhead, Mrs Karen Martin.

(y)
Revs Martin Gracey, JD Montgomery, RA Campbell, ND Craig; Andrew Mullan.

E.
MINISTRY  EVENTS  COMMITTEE  
Rev AJ Thompson, Convener

(a)
The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly, Board Convener, Committee Convener, Director of Youth and Children’s Ministry, Director of Programmes.

(x)
Rev Nick Cooper; Lachlan Webster, Robert Penney, Mark Moorehead.

(y)
Rev MRJ Anderson; Andrew Howard, Rick Hill, Jonathan Bell.

The Report of the BOARD  OF  FINANCE  AND  PERSONNEL (Reports pp 236-283) was submitted by Mr John Hunter, CB, along with the following Supplemental Report :

Pensions and Assessments Committee

Retirements

Page 243 of the Boards report refers to the retirement of Rev Dr JA Thompson following his 64th birthday, on 4 May 2011.  The date should have read 4 May, 2012.  An amended resolution is appended.

Property Management Committee
Church House Development
The Contract for the refurbishment and redevelopment of the first phase of Church House, comprising the upgrading of the Assembly Hall and the second and third floor offices, together with the new entrance, lift and reception area, was successfully completed and handed over as agreed on 19 May 2011.
The next phase comprises the refurbishment of the first floor to provide committee/meeting rooms and to upgrade the offices for the staff in the Finance and Personnel department.
Savings on the external works contract, reported to the 2010 General Assembly, together with the anticipated savings on this current contract amount to a total of approximately £350,000, although final figures have not yet been agreed in detail with the relevant contractors.
The current contractor, Felix O’Hare & Co Ltd, has indicated his willingness to carry out additional work to the first floor at competitive rates based on the existing contract, and it is anticipated that the savings outlined above should substantially complete the first floor work.  It is therefore recommended that the saving of approximately £350,000 should be utilised for this work as an extension to the existing contract.
It is fully appreciated, in these stringent economic and financial times, that expenditure should be kept to a reasonable minimum, and therefore that the additional costs should not exceed the amounts already approved by the General Assembly.  A resolution is appended.
Shopping Mall
The Property Management Committee is currently marketing the vacant retail units in the Spires Mall.  Consequently the letting agents have received a number of inquiries from the “Service Sector.”  While such operations are not strictly retail they may require Sunday opening.  The Property Management Committee would therefore seek guidance from the General Assembly on the acceptability of such potential occupiers.  A possible resolution is appended.

FINANCE,  LEGAL  AND  IT  COMMITTEE

Presbytery Returns

In 2009, the General Assembly passed a resolution “That Presbyteries submit an annual statistics return, in a form to be approved by the Board of Finance and Personnel, and that a summary report be prepared each year for the General Assembly; the first return to be made for the year ended 31 December, 2010”.

The Board asked Presbyteries to “trial run” a proposed form for the year ended 2009 with a view to introducing the new form for the year ended 31 December 2010.  All Presbyteries submitted a return for 2010 and a summary of the returns is appended.

Appointment of Auditors

In accordance with the provisions of the Code Para 286(3) (b), the Board of Finance and Personnel nominated Ernst & Young for re-appointment as Auditors.  This re-appointment to apply to the accounts for the year ended 31 December 2011.
Appendix 1 – Tyrone Memorial Review Panel

The following sentence to be included at the end of paragraph 19 of the report (page 263 of the Annual Reports):
“In the absence of clear agreement on the level of payment, the Panel decided to give further consideration to whether the non Regium Donum part of the Bonus should be incorporated into either the Basic Minimum or the Incremental Allowances.”
SUMMARY OF PRESBYTERY RETURNS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2010
	
	
	£ stg unless indicated
	
	[--------------- INCOME ---------------]
	[------------------------- EXPENDITURE -------------------------]
	
	

	
	
	
	OPENING
	Assessment
	Other
	TOTAL
	Presbytery
	Other
	Insurance
	Other
	TOTAL
	SURPLUS
	CLOSING

	
	
	
	BALANCE
	Congregations
	
	INCOME
	Clerk
	Staff
	
	
	EXPENDITURE
	(DEFICIT)
	BALANCE

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	
	Ards
	9,036
	21,512
	759
	22,271
	(9,823)
	(5,343)
	(213)
	(2,242)
	(17,621)
	4,650
	13,686

	2
	
	Armagh
	3,226
	11,052
	503
	11,555
	(7,447)
	(1,000)
	(205)
	(1,873)
	(10,525)
	1,030
	4,256

	3
	
	Ballymena
	10,422
	15,605
	22,220
	37,825
	(10,555)
	(2,000)
	(205)
	(12,720)
	(25,480)
	12,345
	22,767

	4
	
	Belfast North *
	5,193
	17,118
	8,378
	25,496
	(9,922)
	(11,927)
	(303)
	(3,201)
	(25,353)
	143
	5,336

	5
	
	Belfast South
	4,212
	19,640
	3
	19,643
	(7,970)
	(340)
	(126)
	(14,236)
	(22,672)
	(3,029)
	1,183

	6
	
	Belfast East
	8,609
	18,952
	506
	19,458
	(8,570)
	(1,600)
	(205)
	(12,962)
	(23,337)
	(3,878)
	4,730

	7
	
	Carrickfergus
	6,683
	10,159
	6
	10,165
	(7,076)
	(1,918)
	(126)
	(1,426)
	(10,546)
	(381)
	6,302

	8
	
	Coleraine & Limavady
	26,919
	16,810
	2,384
	19,194
	(7,809)
	0
	(284)
	(3,003)
	(11,096)
	8,098
	35,017

	9
	
	Derry & Donegal
	34,268
	18,029
	24,129
	42,158
	(11,474)
	(13,751)
	(283)
	(16,224)
	(41,732)
	426
	34,694

	10
	
	Down
	1,779
	9,532
	2,010
	11,542
	(5,611)
	(1,000)
	(205)
	(1,177)
	(7,993)
	3,549
	5,328

	11
	
	Dromore
	639
	12,714
	10
	12,724
	(10,090)
	(1,419)
	(205)
	(408)
	(12,122)
	602
	1,241

	12
	€
	Dublin & Munster
	49,014
	20,158
	40,367
	60,525
	(6,489)
	(24,758)
	(630)
	(12,697)
	(44,574)
	15,951
	64,965

	13
	
	Iveagh
	9,111
	13,212
	446
	13,658
	(10,867)
	(500)
	(205)
	(1,421)
	(12,993)
	665
	9,776

	14
	€
	Monaghan
	65,535
	6,270
	718
	6,988
	(2,050)
	(2,385)
	(382)
	(4,808)
	(9,625)
	(2,637)
	62,898

	15
	
	Newry
	1,514
	7,266
	1,213
	8,479
	(6,648)
	(140)
	(126)
	(1,287)
	(8,201)
	278
	1,792

	16
	
	Omagh
	12,376
	10,943
	340
	11,283
	(6,890)
	(1,296)
	(205)
	(2,605)
	(10,996)
	287
	12,663

	17
	
	Route
	56,758
	11,179
	10,077
	21,256
	(8,463)
	0
	(205)
	(5,049)
	(13,717)
	7,539
	64,297

	18
	
	Templepatrick *
	11,696
	16,600
	3,605
	20,205
	(7,938)
	(5,170)
	(269)
	(8,907)
	(22,284)
	(2,079)
	9,617

	19
	
	Tyrone
	3,777
	8,590
	1,395
	9,985
	(7,340)
	(500)
	(205)
	(2,933)
	(10,978)
	(993)
	2,784

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Sterling
	206,218
	238,913
	77,984
	316,897
	(144,493)
	(47,904)
	(3,575)
	(91,674)
	(287,646)
	29,252
	235,469

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Euro
	114,549
	26,428
	41,085
	67,513
	(8,539)
	(27,143)
	(1,012)
	(17,505)
	(54,199)
	13,314
	127,863


* for the year ended 28 February 2011

Moved by Mr John Hunter, CB, seconded by Mr Dougie Crowe:
1. That the Report be received.

Moved as an amendment by the Rev James Burnett, seconded by the Rev Dr Roger Purce, and agreed:
1.
That the Report be received and that the section relating to the review of the Tyrone Memorial be referred to a Panel appointed by the General Board for consideration on Biblical grounds, and report to the General Assembly of 2012.

On being put to the House, the substantive motion was declared passed.

Business lapsed on Standing Orders (see page _____)

The sederunt came to a close at 6.10pm the Moderator pronouncing the Benediction.
