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MINUTES
OF THE

PROCEEDINGS
OF THE

General Assembly
OF THE

Presbyterian Church in Ireland
Held at Belfast, June, 2018

FIRST SESSION

Monday, 4th June, 2018 7.00 pm

Within the Assembly Hall

The Right Rev Dr JNI McNeely, Moderator of the General Assembly, 
welcomed, on behalf of the Assembly, the Vice Lord Lieutenant of Belfast, 
representatives of sister Churches, and of educational and community 
organisations, and other special guests present.

The Moderator led in public worship, expressing thanks for the help he had 
received during his year in office. After delivering an address he constituted the 
Assembly with prayer. 

The Rev Trevor D Gribben, Clerk of Assembly, announced that the names 
of 571 ministers being ex officio members and 412 commissioned elders, had 
been entered on the Roll of the Assembly, together with 41 Assembly Elders, 
Conveners and nominees of the General Assembly Nominations Committee. In 
addition 334 people in various categories, not members of the court, have been 
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+ = Elders appointed by Presbytery
* - Representative Elders from another Congregation

invited to sit and deliberate, including 18 from other Churches.
The following Ministers and Ruling Elders were present at the Annual 

Meeting:-

BELFAST ASSEMBLY

1.  ARDS  PRESBYTERY

Ministers Ruling Elders Congregations

Dr. W.P. Addley ....................    Theological Professor
W.T. Cordner  .......................    First Bangor
Dr. D.J. Watts .......................    Clerk of Assembly
Dr. D.R. Purce ......................    Groomsport
R.J. Montgomery .................    Trinity, Bangor
T.W.D. Johnston ...................  G. Rutherford .......................  Hamilton Rd., Bangor
Dr. R.A. Patton .....................  A. Vance ...............................  Ballygilbert
S.A. Little .............................   ..............................................  Shore Street, Donaghadee
C.W. Megaw ........................  Mrs. E.J. Mann .....................  Helen’s Bay
..............................................  C. Graham ............................  First Newtownards
..............................................  R. McCormick ......................  Greenwell St., Newtownards
Dr. C.J.C. McMullen ............  Mrs. J. Richardson ...............  West Church, Bangor
D. Stanfield ..........................  +S. Dalzell ............................  First Bangor Associate
W.G. Cameron ......................   ..............................................  Glastry
-do- .......................................   ..............................................  Kirkcubbin
J.M. Wade ............................   ..............................................  Portavogie
M. Stanfield ..........................  Mrs. W. Sloan .......................  First Bangor
J.H. Flaherty .........................  Mrs. A. Crowther .................  Millisle and Ballycopeland
P.T. Dalzell ...........................   ..............................................  Groomsport
Dr. S.I. Dennis ......................   ..............................................  Portaferry
P.C. Lyle ...............................  S. Stevenson .........................  Ballyholme
G. Aitcheson .........................   ..............................................  Kilcooley, Bangor
R.J. Stevenson ......................  J. Brown ...............................  Carrowdore and Ballyfrenis
M. Henderson .......................    Chaplain to the Forces
G.J. Kennedy ........................  B. Houston ...........................  Ballygrainey
C.I. Dickson .........................    Missionary
..............................................  I. MacDonald .......................  Regent St., Newtownards
J.M. Browne .........................  J. Gibson ...............................  First Donaghadee
M.R. Catney .........................   ..............................................  Second Newtownards
L. Wilson ..............................  T. Shaw .................................  Ballycrochan
G. McConville    Chaplain to the Forces
T.J. McConaghie ..................  Mrs. E. Savage .....................  Conlig
N.D.H. Stewart .....................  R. Walker ..............................  Greyabbey
A.J. Galbraith .......................  +Ms. V. Scott ........................  West Church, Bangor Associate
A. Ditty ................................  D. McCracken ......................  Scrabo
G.J. Simpson ........................   ..............................................  Ballywalter
M.A. Johnston ......................  A. Briggs ..............................  St. Andrew’s, Bangor
J.P. McWatters ......................  S. Boyle ................................  Strean, Newtownards
R.S. Hamilton.......................  B. Turtle ...............................  Movilla
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S.W. Orr ...............................  D. Carson .............................  Trinity, Bangor
A. Gill ..................................  +Mrs. E. Warden ..................  Moderator’s Assistant
..............................................  Mrs. A. Rankin .....................  Ballyblack

2.   ARMAGH PRESBYTERY

Ministers Ruling Elders Congregations

Dr. J. Thompson ...................    The Mall, Armagh
T.A. Moore ...........................    Hill Street, Lurgan
J. Gordon ..............................    Second Keady; Drumhillery
D.R. Byers ............................    Cladymore; Tassagh
Dr. J.S. Carson .....................  +G.G. Kennedy  ...................  Theological Principal
A.D. Davidson .....................   ..............................................  First Armagh
C.U.R. Bradley .....................  Mrs. R. McCall .....................  Armagh Road, Portadown
R.L. Brown...........................  G.F. Carson ...........................  First Portadown
R.I.A. Allely .........................    Craigavon; Vinecash
E.P. Gamble ..........................  N. Barbour ............................  The Mall, Armagh
D.J. Hutchinson ....................    Moy; Benburb
N.J. McCullough ..................  K. Belshaw ...........................  Hill Street, Lurgan
S.D. Finlay ...........................   ..............................................  Druminnis
-do- .......................................   ..............................................  Redrock
D.S. Henry ...........................   ..............................................  First Lurgan
P.L. McKelvey .....................  J. MacQueen .........................  Loughgall
-do- .......................................  J. Strain .................................  Tartaraghan
I. Thompson .........................  D. McCrea ............................  Lislooney
-do- .......................................  B. Foster ...............................  Knappagh
Dr. M. McClenahan ..............   ..............................................  Theological Lecturer
L.W. Webster ........................  A. Ince ..................................  Craigavon
S.M. Hamilton ......................  W. Porter...............................  Cladymore
-do- .......................................   ..............................................  Tassagh
Dr. M.C. Cowan ...................   ..............................................  Theological Lecturer
P.W.A. McClelland ...............   ..............................................  Ahorey
-do- .......................................  J. Mason ...............................  Clare
G.R. Mullan .........................  D. Riddell .............................  Moy
-do- .......................................  Miss J. Allen .........................  Benburb
..............................................  T. Graham .............................  Vinecash
..............................................  H. Mitchell ...........................  Drumhillery
..............................................  B. Hanna ...............................  Waringstown
..............................................  L. Hadden .............................  Caledon

3.   BALLYMENA PRESBYTERY

Ministers Ruling Elders Congregations

Dr. R.E.H. Uprichard ...........    Trinity, Ahoghill
Dr. J.M. Finlay .....................    Harryville, Ballymena
D. Knowles ..........................    Grange with Craigmore
J.J. Andrews .........................  J. Lamont ..............................  Ballee
W.F. Dickey ..........................    First Broughshane
A.A.P. Baxter .......................   ..............................................  First Portglenone
B. McManus .........................    Cloughwater
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J.G. Johnston ........................   ..............................................  Carnlough and Cushendall
-do- .......................................   ..............................................  Newtowncrommelin
A.L. Kirk ..............................    First Ahoghill
J.A. Beattie ...........................  I. Logan ................................  Second Broughshane
..............................................  Mrs. A. Erwin .......................  West Church, Ballymena
W.B. Boyd ............................   ..............................................  Kells
-do- .......................................  J. Todd ..................................  Eskylane
Dr. D.A. Murphy ..................  E. Douglas ............................  Cuningham Memorial
W. Sinclair ............................  D. Hanna ..............................  First Ballymena
N.A.L. Cameron ...................  T. McIlroy ............................  High Kirk, Ballymena
N.G. McDowell ....................    Chaplain to Forces
J.D. McGaughey ..................  +S. Warwick .........................  Cuningham Memorial Assoc.
M.J.R. Neilly ........................   ..............................................  First Ahoghill
A.M. Bates ...........................  G. Marshall ...........................  Wellington, Ballymena
P.D. Thompson .....................  A. Greer ................................  Connor
W.J.A. Moody ......................  W. Thompson .......................  Brookside, Ahoghill
D.B. McCorriston.................  T. Kerr ..................................  Ballyloughan
M.D. McNeely .....................   ..............................................  Ballykeel
T.P. McCullough ..................  E. McCallum ........................  Third Portglenone
R.S. Agnew ..........................  A. McRobert .........................  First Broughshane
W.E. Chestnutt .....................   ..............................................  Harryville, Ballymena
D.C. Millar ...........................  D. Montgomery ....................  Grange with Craigmore
N.G. Mulholland ..................   ..............................................  Glenwherry
B.A. Smyth...........................  J. Wright ...............................  Trinity, Ahoghill
M.J.O. Currie .......................   ..............................................  Churchtown
R.J. Watt ...............................   ..............................................  Killymurris
J.T. Blue ...............................  S. McMaster .........................  Rasharkin
D.A. McMillan .....................   ..............................................  Clough
S.D. Kennedy .......................  W. Smyth ..............................  Buckna
A.J. McCracken ...................   ..............................................  Cloughwater
..............................................  A. Davison ...........................  Cairnalbana

4.   NORTH BELFAST PRESBYTERY

Ministers Ruling Elders Congregations

J.S. Dallas.............................    Whiteabbey
R. Allen ................................    Rathcoole
Dr. J. Dunlop ........................    Rosemary
Dr. J.P. Taylor .......................    Theological Professor
T.V. Patterson .......................    Immanuel
J.N. Seawright ......................    Abbey, Monkstown
R.S. Hetherington .................    Director of Min. Studies
G.F. McKeown .....................    Rathcoole
J.R. Dickinson ......................  R. Hill  Carnmoney
T.C. Morrison .......................  Miss N. Morrison .................  Eglinton
D.W. Brice ............................   ..............................................  Glengormley
Dr. T.N. Hamilton ................    Ballysillan
I.K. McDonald .....................   ..............................................  New Mossley
Dr. S.E. Hughes ....................    Whitehouse
P.G. McCrea .........................   ..............................................  Rosemary
R.N. Agnew ..........................    West Kirk
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B. McMillen .........................  W. McCreedy .......................  Ballygomartin
D.H. Thompson ....................   ..............................................  CCLW Secretary
..............................................  G. McCrory ..........................  Seaview
A.W. Carson .........................  Ms. A. Greer .........................  Abbey, Monkstown
..............................................  E. Beck .................................  Immanuel
C.A. Meban ..........................   ..............................................  Chaplain U.U. J’stown & Belfast
A.V. Stewart .........................  R. McChesney ......................  Whiteabbey
Dr. W.J.M. Parker .................  W. Greer ...............................  Sinclair Seamen’s
N.S.R. Lockhart ...................  M. Lutton .............................  Ballyhenry
D.J. McIlwaine .....................  J. Lynass ...............................  Newington
D. Clawson ...........................  R.A. Thompson ....................  West Kirk
R.E. McCormick ..................  B. Officer ..............................  Ballysillan
I. Cahoon ..............................  T. Wilson ..............................  Alexandra
C.N. Lynn .............................  D. Keaveney .........................  Rathcoole
..............................................  F. Ashe ..................................  Crumlin Road
..............................................  Mrs. C. Dalzell .....................  Woodvale
..............................................  A. McBride ...........................  Whitehouse
..............................................  G. Weatherall ........................  Abbot’s Cross

5.   SOUTH BELFAST PRESBYTERY

Ministers Ruling Elders Congregations

Dr. J.C. McCullough ............    Theological Professor
Dr. K.N.E. Newell ................    Fitzroy Avenue
J.A. Braithwaite ...................    Dunmurry
Dr. D.J. McKelvey ...............    Fisherwick
W.J. Orr ................................    Newtownbreda
..............................................  +B Henderson ......................  Restoration Ministries
M.S. Gault ............................  Ms. J. Glenn .........................  Cooke Centenary
A.R. Bill ...............................  J. Bell ...................................  Saintfield Road
J.T. Lamb..............................  Miss E. McClean ..................  Townsend Street
B.R. Hughes .........................  +Miss M. Cromie .................  Chaplain City Hospital
J.H. Wilson ...........................    Chaplain R.V.H.
Dr. W.G. Campbell ...............  +D. McCleery .......................  Theological Professor
..............................................  Miss J.P. Gamble ..................  Fitzroy Avenue
R.W. Love ............................  +B. Milligan .........................  Taughmonagh (Ch. Ext.)
J.R. Burnett ..........................   ..............................................  Lowe Memorial (Finaghy)
A.E. Tolland .........................  B. Compston .........................  Newtownbreda
B.J. McCroskery ..................  Mrs. A. Scott ........................  McCracken Memorial
M.R.J. Anderson ..................  Mrs. L. Little ........................  Fisherwick
W. Harkness .........................  W. Elliott ..............................  Gt. Victoria Street
G. Fowles .............................   ..............................................  Kilmakee (Seymour Hill)
I. Steen .................................  M. Taj ...................................  Windsor
K.H. Viner ............................   ..............................................  Malone
C. Heron ...............................   ..............................................  Dunmurry
D.J. Gray ..............................  +C. Graham ..........................  QUB, SUC, UTC Chaplain
..............................................  D. McCarthy .........................  Richview
..............................................  B. Dunwoody  ......................  Belvoir
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6.   EAST BELFAST PRESBYTERY

Ministers Ruling Elders Congregations

R.D. Drysdale .......................    Belmont
Dr. S.J. Campbell .................    Cooke Centenary
Dr. J.R. Savage .....................    Stormont
Dr. I.A. McKay ....................    Dundonald
Dr. H.A. Dunlop ...................    Knock
W. McKeown .......................    Ravenhill
J. Scott ..................................    Missionary
T.J. Stothers ..........................  +M. Hampton .......................  Deputy Clerk of Assembly
G. Moffett.............................    Tullycarnet
H.R. Quinn ...........................    Missionary
Dr. A. Gibson .......................  +S. Miskelly .........................  Theological Professor
Dr. J.N.I. McNeely ...............  Ms. A. White ........................  First Holywood
R.D. Maxwell .......................  A. Kilpatrick .........................  St. Andrew’s
M.E. Taylor ..........................    Chaplain Marie Curie
Dr. F.P. Sellar........................  P. Gregg  ...............................  Bloomfield
W.S. Marrs ...........................  +P. Gilpin .............................  C.G.M. Secretary
A.C. Rankin .........................  Mrs. L. Cardy .......................  Stormont
J.H. McIntyre .......................    Cregagh
M.R. Burnside ......................   ..............................................  Castlereagh
S.P. Moore ............................  Mrs. R. Toland ......................  Gilnahirk
D.T. Moore ...........................  Ms. L. Gould ........................  Knock
R.J. Beggs ............................  B. Erskine .............................  McQuiston Memorial
W.M. Brown .........................  T. McCullough .....................  Granshaw
J.R. Lambe ...........................  Mrs. M. Grayson ..................  Mountpottinger
D. Rankin .............................   ..............................................  Strand
W.A. McCully ......................  I. Stevenson ..........................  Dundonald
M. Gibson ............................   ..............................................  Westbourne
Dr. C. Burcombe ..................   ..............................................  Mersey Street
..............................................  Mrs. L. Skinner ....................  Kirkpatrick Memorial
..............................................  Mrs. L. Moore ......................  Tullycarnet
N.D. Craig ............................  Mrs. J. Wilson ......................  Belmont
R.S.J. McIlhatton .................  Ms. P. Cummings .................  Christ Church, Dundonald
J.W. Frazer ...........................   ..............................................  Garnerville
G.J. Ball ...............................  +T. Busby .............................  Orangefield Assoc.
S.D. Currie ...........................  +P. Brown .............................  Knock Assoc.
J.M. Warburton ....................  J. Black .................................  High Street, Holywood
S.J. Lowry ............................   ..............................................  Moderator’s Asst.
..............................................  T.D. Mahood ........................  Cregagh
..............................................  J. Dowd ................................  Orangefield

7.   CARRICKFERGUS PRESBYTERY

Ministers Ruling Elders Congregations

D. Armstrong........................    Greenisland
R. Vallely ..............................    Ballylinney
R.J.A. Bell ............................   ..............................................  Ballyclare
T.D. Gribben ........................  +N. Carmichael ....................  Clerk of Assembly
Dr. C.D. McClure .................  Mrs. B. Moore ......................  First Larne
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T.R. Graham .........................   ..............................................  Joymount
G.A.J. Farquhar ....................  M. Farquhar ..........................  Ballycarry
..............................................  I. Thompson .........................  Gardenmore
R.I. Carton ............................   ..............................................  Whitehead
Dr. C.A. Grant ......................  R. Leeman ............................  First Carrickfergus
..............................................  A.D. Murray .........................  Ballynure
J.E. McDowell .....................   ..............................................  Ballylinney
H.M. Rendell ........................    Chaplain to Forces
T.N. Bingham .......................   ..............................................  Magheramorne
-do- .......................................   ..............................................  Raloo
P.A. Bovill ............................  R. Nelson ..............................  First Islandmagee
-do- .......................................   ..............................................  Second Islandmagee
F.M.A. Forbes ......................  D. Holden .............................  Cairncastle
D.R. Cromie .........................  Mrs. G. Douglas ...................  Greenisland
B.S. Preston ..........................  B. Clenaghan  .......................  Craigy Hill
D.J. Kelly .............................   ..............................................  Loughmorne
-do- .......................................  T. Weatherup ........................  Woodburn

8.   COLERAINE AND LIMAVADY PRESBYTERY

Ministers Ruling Elders Congregations

R.J. Wilson ...........................    Portstewart
Dr. W.W. Porter ....................    Moneydig
Dr. J. Frazer ..........................    Ballywillan
J. Clarke ...............................    Balteagh; Bovevagh
Dr. D. Clarke ........................    Terrace Row, Coleraine
N. Ward ................................    Banagher
T.S. Lindsay .........................    First Garvagh
J.A. McCaughan ...................  P. Kirk ...................................  First Dunboe
..............................................  B. Irwin ................................  First Kilrea
J.A. Kirkpatrick ....................   ..............................................  Portrush
R. Kelly ................................  W. Campbell .........................  Main St., Garvagh
-do- .......................................   ..............................................  Killaig
R.S. McMullan .....................  A. Cochrane .........................  New Row, Coleraine
Dr. C. Glass ..........................   ..............................................  Dungiven
-do- .......................................   ..............................................  Largy
Dr. M. Goudy .......................   ..............................................  Macosquin
Dr T.D. Allen ........................  +S. Kelly ..............................  Dean of Min. Studies and Dev.
A.W.T. Brown ......................  T. Moore ...............................  Terrace Row, Coleraine
J.A. Noble ............................    Balteagh; Bovevagh
Dr. S.D.H. Williamson .........  I. Elliott ................................  Ballywillan
T.J. Laverty ..........................   ..............................................  Portstewart
S. Stewart .............................  A. Doherty ............................  Castlerock
S.A. McCracken ...................  J. Jameson ............................  Drumachose
-do- .......................................  Mrs. A. Wilson .....................  Derramore
J.G. Jones .............................  I. Martin ...............................  Second Limavady
-do- .......................................   ..............................................  Myroe
R.D. Gregg ...........................  J. Nevin ................................  Burnside
D.H. Brown ..........................   ..............................................  Hazelbank
M.E. Donald .........................  S. McKee ..............................  First Garvagh
A. McConnell .......................  O. Murphy ............................  First Limavady
-do- .......................................   ..............................................  Magilligan
T.A.S. Graham .....................  D. Hood ................................  Banagher
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G.I. Linton ............................    Chaplain to the Forces
S.A. Morrow ........................   ..............................................  Moneydig
R.J. Collins ...........................  J. Campbell ...........................  Ballywatt
P.A. Kerr ...............................  G. McIntyre ..........................  Ballyrashane
..............................................  J.A. Cassells .........................  First Coleraine
..............................................  P. Kydd .................................  Balteagh
..............................................  J.S. Dale ...............................  Bovevagh
..............................................  J. Gilmore .............................  Boveedy

9.   DERRY & DONEGAL PRESBYTERY

Ministers Ruling Elders Congregations

S.J. Gray ...............................    Faughanvale; Gortnessy
Dr. J. Fell ..............................    Ebrington; Inch
D. Hillen ...............................    Magheramason
G.P. Young............................    Moville; Greenbank
Dr. R.L. Craig.......................  R. Smith ...............................  Kilfennan
Dr. D. Latimer ......................  J. Reid ...................................  First Derry and Claremont
-do- .......................................   ..............................................  Monreagh
Dr. B. Brown ........................   ..............................................  Raphoe and Ballindrait
Dr. T.R. Buick ......................   ..............................................  Carlisle Road
-do- .......................................   ..............................................  Crossroads
W.A. Watson ........................  Mrs. J. Buchanan ..................  Carrigart
-do- .......................................   ..............................................  Dunfanaghy
J.L. Blair ...............................  R. Graham ............................  Faughanvale
A.J.A. Rosborough ...............  K. McLean ...........................  Ballyarnett
-do- .......................................  S. Smith ................................  Knowhead
C.M. Wilson .........................   ..............................................  Ballylennon
-do- .......................................  J. Moody ...............................  St. Johnston
S.J. Richmond ......................  B. Wray ................................  Donegal
-do- .......................................   ..............................................  Stranorlar
P.E. Linkens .........................  D. Faulkner  ..........................  Ebrington
K.A. Jones ............................  J.J. McCarter ........................  Waterside
-do- .......................................  M. Ferguson .........................  Fahan
..............................................  A. Murray .............................  Ramelton
..............................................  N. Rogers .............................  Kilmacrennan
D.M. Shaw ...........................  W. Watson ............................  Strabane
-do- .......................................  C. Campbell .........................  Sion
M.F. Russell .........................  Ms. A. Miller ........................  Leckpatrick
-do- .......................................   ..............................................  Donagheady
C. McKibbin ........................   ..............................................  Donoughmore
-do- .......................................   ..............................................  Carnone
-do- .......................................   ..............................................  Convoy
-do- .......................................   ..............................................  Alt
..............................................  N. Stewart .............................  Carndonagh
..............................................  Mrs. B. Smyth ......................  Malin
..............................................  C. Armstrong ........................  Greenbank
..............................................  J. McNeely ...........................  Moville
K.H. Hibbert .........................  S. Galbraith ..........................  Cumber
-do- .......................................  J.A.C. McFarland .................  Upper Cumber
G. Orr ...................................  Mrs. C. Kincaid ....................  Magheramason
J.S. McCrea ..........................  D. Gamble ............................  Donemana
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S.J. Moore ............................   ..............................................  Fannet
-do- .......................................   ..............................................  Milford
-do- .......................................   ..............................................  Rathmullan
..............................................  D. Glenn ...............................  Glendermott

10.   DOWN PRESBYTERY

Ministers Ruling Elders Congregations

D.S. McIlwrath .....................    First Killyleagh
Dr. G. Connor .......................   ..............................................  Second Saintfield
R.McM. Mackay ..................  M. Bates ...............................  Second Comber
A.S. Smyth ...........................   ..............................................  Carryduff
B.A. Small ............................  W. Jackson ............................  Raffrey
Dr. A.F. Nel ..........................   ..............................................  Killinchy
D.M. Spratt...........................  J. Kirk ...................................  Kilmore
R.J. Hyndman.......................  C. Foreman ...........................  Trinity, Boardmills
J.J. Currie .............................  D. Connolly ..........................  First Saintfield
D.J. Hyndman ......................   ..............................................  Spa
-do- .......................................   ..............................................  Magherahamlet
R.I. Abraham ........................   ..............................................  Lissara
M.M. Stewart .......................    Clough; Seaforde
W.H. Higgins ........................   ..............................................  First Killyleagh
-do- .......................................   ..............................................  Second Killyleagh
D.F. Leal ...............................  T. Morrow ............................  First Ballynahinch
G.R. Connor .........................   ..............................................  First Comber
O. Patterson ..........................  B. Redhead ...........................  Downpatrick
-do- .......................................   ..............................................  Ardglass
A.R. Adger ...........................   ..............................................  Clough
-do- .......................................  D. Croskery ..........................  Seaforde
..............................................  D. Milligan ...........................  Ballygowan

11.   DROMORE PRESBYTERY

Ministers Ruling Elders Congregations

Dr. D.M. Scott ......................    St. Columba’s, Lisburn
Dr. S. Hutchinson .................    Clerk of Assembly
Dr. W.T.J. Richardson ..........    Hillhall
D.B. Knox ............................    Harmony Hill, Lambeg
G.B.S. Gibson ......................    Railway St. Lisburn
J. Brackenridge ....................  P. Reid ..................................  First Lisburn
D.J. Bruce .............................   ..............................................  C.M.I. Secretary
D.H. Gilpin...........................   ..............................................  Moira
..............................................  H. Gamble ............................  First Dromore
J.G. Trueman ........................   ..............................................  Banbridge Road, Dromore
Dr. W.J.A. Sleith ..................  D. McClelland ......................  Hillsborough
R.A. McLernon ....................  G. Ballantyne .......................  Drumbo
G.R. Stockdale .....................   ..............................................  Prison Chaplain
W.J. Henry ............................  A. Gibson .............................  Maze
R.A. Liddle ...........................  R. Hassard ............................  Legacurry
R.D. Cameron ......................   ..............................................  St. Columba’s, Lisburn



10 MINUTES

A.J. Thompson .....................  Dr. P. Henderson ...................  Elmwood
..............................................  W. Anderson .........................  Magheragall
M.N. Davidson .....................  I. Barron ...............................  Railway Street, Lisburn
K.W.J. Hanna .......................   ..............................................  Second Dromara
Dr. S.P. Swinn ......................    Chaplain to Forces
P. Jamieson ...........................   ..............................................  Hillhall
G. McFadden ........................   ..............................................  Drumlough
-do- .......................................  Mrs. L. Bartholomew ...........  Anahilt
L.A. Patterson ......................   ..............................................  Cargycreevy
-do- .......................................  L. Dawson ............................  Loughaghery
A. Faulkner ..........................  J. McDowell .........................  Sloan Street, Lisburn
..............................................  M. Hobson ............................  Harmony Hill, Lambeg
..............................................  W.J. Clinghan .......................  First Dromara

12.   DUBLIN & MUNSTER PRESBYTERY

Ministers Ruling Elders Congregations

C. McCurdy..........................    Drogheda and Ervey
R. Cobain .............................    Galway and Ballinasloe
G.D. Campbell .....................    St. Andrew’s, Blackrock; Bray
Dr. T.W.J. Morrow ...............    Lucan
J.G. Faris ..............................    Trinity, Cork; Aghada
P.P. Campbell .......................   ..............................................  Christ Church, Rathgar
Dr. K.P. Meyer .....................  S. Smyrl ................................  Christ Church, Sandymount
C.M. Hunter .........................    Christ Church, Rathgar
S.W. Rea ...............................  J. Ellis ...................................  Carlow
-do- .......................................   ..............................................  Athy
Dr. K.D. McCrory ................   ..............................................  Maynooth
Dr. S. Mawhinney ................  Miss. A. Patton .....................  Adelaide Road
A.J. Boal...............................   ..............................................  Abbey, Dublin
D. Reyes-Martin ...................  T. Dowling............................  Kilkenny
L. Kennedy-Ritchie ..............   ..............................................  Clontarf and Scots
W.J. Hayes ............................   ..............................................  Mountmellick
-do- .......................................   ..............................................  Tullamore
C.W.P. Kennedy ...................   ..............................................  Dun Laoghaire
A.J. Dunlop ..........................  Mrs. M. McKenna ................  Howth and Malahide
W. Montgomery ...................   ..............................................  Fermoy
R.H. Houston .......................   ..............................................  Lucan
H.M. Freeburn ......................   ..............................................  Galway
M. Proctor ............................   ..............................................  Naas
G. McDowell ........................   ..............................................  Greystones
D.P Burke .............................   ..............................................  Drogheda
..............................................  J. Jeffrey ...............................  Aghada
..............................................  W. van den Hemel ................  Mullingar
..............................................  A. White ...............................  St. Andrew’s, Blackrock
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13.   IVEAGH PRESBYTERY

Ministers Ruling Elders Congregations

A. Clarke ..............................    Glascar; Donaghmore
Dr. S.A. Matthews ................    Bannside
W.H. Sanderson ....................    Ballydown; Katesbridge
Dr. I.J. Patterson ...................    Newcastle
C.G. Harris ...........................  D. Hayes ...............................  Scarva Street, Banbridge
W.L. Orr ...............................    Glascar; Donaghmore
M.G. McClelland .................    Tandragee
R.A. Moffett .........................  I. Williams ............................  Donacloney
G.E. Best ..............................   ..............................................  Newmills
P.A. McBride ........................  F. Cairns ...............................  Loughbrickland
-do- .......................................   ..............................................  Scarva
Dr. M.C.A. Gray ..................  Ms. S. McCahon ...................  Bannside
W.B. Martin ..........................   ..............................................  Garvaghy
-do- .......................................   ..............................................  Anaghlone
K. Nelson .............................   ..............................................  Castlewellan
-do- .......................................   ..............................................  Leitrim
R. McKibbin ........................   ..............................................  Glascar
-do- .......................................   ..............................................  Donaghmore
..............................................  R. White ...............................  Ballydown
S. Burke................................  E. Moorhead .........................  Second and Third Rathfriland
S.W. Hibbert .........................  F. Whale ...............................  Tullylish
-do- .......................................  W. Allen ................................  Gilford
T.T. Boyd ..............................   ..............................................  First Rathfriland
T.A. Conway ........................  C. Brown ..............................  Clonduff
-do- .......................................   ..............................................  Hilltown
N.J. Kane ..............................  R.W. Jamison........................  Magherally
A.M. Boreland .....................  A. Truesdale .........................  Newcastle
R.J. Edgar .............................  D. Peters ...............................  Ballyroney
-do- .......................................  D. Bingham ..........................  Drumlee
P.G. Cleland .........................  A. Chestnutt .........................  Drumgooland
-do- .......................................  M. Cowan .............................  Kilkinamurry
M.T.W. McMaw ...................   ..............................................  Tandragee

14.   MONAGHAN PRESBYTERY

Ministers Ruling Elders Congregations

D. Nesbitt .............................    First Ballybay; Second
..............................................   ..............................................  Ballybay; Rockcorry;
..............................................   ..............................................  Drumkeen
Dr. R.B. Savage ....................    Kells; Ervey
S.G. Anketell ........................    First Bailieborough;
..............................................   ..............................................  Corraneary; Trinity,
..............................................   ..............................................  Bailieborough
N.S. Millen ...........................    Dundalk and Castlebellingham;
..............................................    Carlingford
G.J. Mackarel .......................   ..............................................  Drumkeeran
-do- .......................................   ..............................................  Killeshandra
-do- .......................................   ..............................................  Cavan



12 MINUTES

-do- .......................................   ..............................................  Bellasis
..............................................  T. McBirney .........................  Frankford
M. Deatherage ......................   ..............................................  Ballina
-do- .......................................   ..............................................  Killala
-do- .......................................   ..............................................  Ballymote
D.T.R. Edwards ....................  J. Stewart ..............................  Drum
-do- .......................................  A. Adams ..............................  Cootehill
-do- .......................................   ..............................................  Kilmount
S. McNie ..............................  P. Prior ..................................  Ballyalbany
-do- .......................................   ..............................................  Glennan
Dr. G.W. Clinton ..................   ..............................................  First Ballybay
-do- .......................................   ..............................................  Second Ballybay
-do- .......................................  A. McAdoo ...........................  Drumkeen
-do- .......................................  L. Forster ..............................  Rockcorry
D.J. Clarke ...........................  W. Thorpe .............................  Sligo
..............................................  J. Stewart ..............................  First Bailieborough
..............................................  L. McKeague ........................  Trinity, Bailieborough
..............................................  A. Hunter ..............................  Corraneary
..............................................  R. McConkey .......................  Newbliss

15.   NEWRY PRESBYTERY

Ministers Ruling Elders Congregations

D.C. Scott .............................    Cremore; Tyrone’s Ditches
Dr. D.J. McGaughey ............    Mourne
D.J. Temple ..........................    Warrenpoint; Rostrevor
S.A. Finlay ...........................    Annalong
Dr. M.A. Barry .....................    First Newry
..............................................  W. Grills ...............................  Mourne
S.S. Johnston ........................  G. McCullough .....................  Kilkeel
R.K. Graham ........................  M. McBride ..........................  Clarkesbridge and First
..............................................   ..............................................  Newtownhamilton
-do- .......................................   ..............................................  Garmany’s Grove
-do- .......................................   ..............................................  McKelvey’s Grove
J.K.A. McIntyre ...................  D. Kennedy ..........................  Bessbrook
..............................................  Dr. H. McDowell ..................  Downshire Road, Newry
N.J.E. Reid ...........................  S. Greer ................................  Tullyallen
-do- .......................................  Mrs. S. Porter  ......................  Mountnorris
M.B. Wilson .........................   ..............................................  Cremore
-do- .......................................  B. Reaney .............................  Poyntzpass
-do- .......................................  N. Martin ..............................  Fourtowns
..............................................  Mrs. D. Henderson-Temple ..  Rostrevor
..............................................  S. Bond .................................  First Newry
..............................................  J. Copeland ...........................  Second Newtownhamilton
..............................................  C. Feely ................................  Creggan
..............................................  J. Hanna ................................  Annalong
..............................................  G. Moffett .............................  First Drumbanagher; 
    Jerrettspass
..............................................  R. Hamilton ..........................  Kingsmills
..............................................  J. Hamilton ...........................  First, Second Markethill
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16.   OMAGH PRESBYTERY

Ministers Ruling Elders Congregations

R.S.K. Neill ..........................    First Castlederg; Killeter
Dr. J.W. Lockington .............    Clogherney
J.T. Williamson ....................    Urney; Sion
R. Herron ..............................   ..............................................  Trinity, Omagh
-do- .......................................  R. Smyth ...............................  Gillygooley
Dr. W.D. Cupples .................  Ms. D. Stevenson .................  Enniskillen
R.B. Thompson ....................   ..............................................  Badoney
-do- .......................................   ..............................................  Corrick
-do- .......................................   ..............................................  Glenelly
C.F.D. Clements ...................  A. Fletcher ............................  Second Castlederg
-do- .......................................  N. McMullan ........................  Urney
I. McClean ............................    Ballygawley; Ballyreagh
J.H. Hanson ..........................   ..............................................  Dromore
-do- .......................................   ..............................................  Drumquin
D.W. Reid .............................  B. Wallace ............................  Ardstraw
-do- .......................................   ..............................................  Douglas
R.G. McElnea .......................   ..............................................  Newtownstewart
-do- .......................................   ..............................................  Gortin
C.H. Deering ........................  W. Liggett .............................  Fintona
-do- .......................................   ..............................................  Ballynahatty and Creevan
R.N. Orr ...............................  J. Young ................................  First Castlederg
-do- .......................................  R. McKelvey ........................  Killeter
N.R.A. Cooper .....................   ..............................................  Ballygawley
-do- .......................................  T. McDaniel..........................  Ballyreagh
P.J. Nelson ............................  W. Swann .............................  First Omagh
J. Cowan ...............................  I. Sampson ............................  Mountjoy
-do- .......................................   ..............................................  Drumlegagh
R.S.G. Beacom .....................   ..............................................  Lisbellaw
-do- .......................................   ..............................................  Lisnaskea
-do- .......................................   ..............................................  Maguiresbridge
-do- .......................................  Miss I. Anderson ..................  Newtownbutler
N.L. Smyth ...........................  W. Kerr .................................  Sixmilecross
-do- .......................................  Miss R. Kerr .........................  Clogherney
L.M. Keys ............................   ..............................................  Seskinore
-do- .......................................   ..............................................  Edenderry
..............................................  F. McKee ..............................  Irvinestown
..............................................  D. Boyd ................................  Clogher
..............................................  R. Mulligan ..........................  Glenhoy
..............................................  C. Givan ...............................  Aughnacloy
..............................................  Dr. C. McKibbin ...................  Cavanaleck



14 MINUTES

17.   ROUTE PRESBYTERY

Ministers Ruling Elders Congregations

Dr. A.W.G. Brown ................    Ballycastle
Dr. J.A. Thompson ...............    Dervock
Dr. D.I.J. McNie ...................    Trinity, Ballymoney
M. Barr .................................    Ballyweaney
N. McClean ..........................   ..............................................  First Kilraughts
D. Bannerman ......................    Toberkeigh
S.T. Carson ...........................    Dunluce
K.D.W. Crowe ......................  J. Chestnutt ...........................  Bushvale
H.S.W. Cubitt .......................   ..............................................  St. James’s, Ballymoney
Dr. N. Cubitt .........................  Miss C. Anderson .................  Bushmills
R.M. Murray ........................  R. Henry ...............................  Drumreagh
-do- .......................................   ..............................................  Dromore
R.W. Gaston .........................  Mrs. M. Campbell ................  Finvoy
K. Henderson .......................  P. Sayers ...............................  Ballyweaney
Dr. M. Jones .........................   ..............................................  Roseyards
D.J. Irvine .............................  S. Currie ...............................  Trinity, Ballymoney
P. Turton ...............................   ..............................................  Armoy
-do- .......................................   ..............................................  Ramoan
J.P. Stanbridge ......................  D. Loughrey .........................  Ballycastle
-do- .......................................   ..............................................  Croaghmore
R.M. Moody .........................   ..............................................  Garryduff
-do- .......................................  H. Gerrow .............................  Dunloy
P. Douglas ............................   ..............................................  Toberkeigh
A. Buick ...............................  I. McLean .............................  Dunluce
G.J. MacLean .......................  Mrs. T. Peden .......................  First Ballymoney
S.W. Moore ..........................   ..............................................  Dervock
..............................................  J. McBride ............................  Mosside

18.   TEMPLEPATRICK PRESBYTERY

Ministers Ruling Elders Congregations

W.D. Weir .............................    Killead; Loanends
Dr. J.H. MacConnell ............    First Ballyeaston
Dr. S.J. Dixon .......................    First Antrim
W.J. Sleith ............................    High Street, Antrim
Dr. W.D. Patton ....................    Randalstown O.C.
B. Kennaway ........................    Crumlin
T. Pollock .............................    First Randalstown, Duneane
G. Moore ..............................    Kilbride
..............................................  +J. McClurg..........................  Theological Professor
J. Holmes..............................    First Randalstown; Duneane
D.J. Paul ...............................  D.S. Lewis ............................  Crumlin
W.J. Murdock .......................  W.L. Mackey ........................  Killead
-do- .......................................   ..............................................  Loanends
P.E. Dickinson ......................  B. Hill ...................................  Muckamore
S. Simpson ...........................   ..............................................  First Donegore
..............................................  Dr. R. McMillen ...................  Second Ballyeaston
J.P. Moxen ............................   ..............................................  Greystone Road, Antrim
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..............................................  S. McCrea .............................  First Ballyeaston
S.J. Lockington ....................  H. Matchett ...........................  First Antrim
D.J. Steele ............................   ..............................................  Dundrod
C.K. McDowell ....................  R. Campbell .........................  High Street, Antrim
R.C. Kerr ..............................   ..............................................  Templepatrick
J.E. Sloan .............................  P. Patton ................................  Randalstown O.C.
K. Campbell .........................  Ms. A. Bowden .....................  Kilbride
J. Boyd .................................  Mrs. L. Alexander ................  Hyde Park
-do- .......................................  I. Liddle ................................  Lylehill
A.W. Moore ..........................   ..............................................  Second Randalstown
D.T. McNeill ........................  G. Patton ...............................  First Randalstown
-do- .......................................   ..............................................  Duneane
..............................................  A.J. Lawther .........................  Second Donegore

19.   TYRONE PRESBYTERY

Ministers Ruling Elders Congregations

I.F. Smith ..............................    Orritor and Claggan
Dr. J.I. Thompson .................    First Cookstown
J.W. Fleck .............................    Upper; Lower Clonaneese
T.J. Conway..........................  M. McNicholl .......................  Culnady
-do- .......................................   ..............................................  Swatragh
A.S. Thompson ....................   ..............................................  Dungannon
T.W.A. Greer ........................  G. Black ...............................  Molesworth, Cookstown
Dr. K.O. Patterson ................    Castledawson; Curran
Dr. J.A. Curry .......................  W.H.J. Todd ..........................  First Magherafelt
..............................................  N. Bruce ...............................  Bellaghy
Dr. G.W.D. Stewart ..............  G. Burns ...............................  Maghera
S.J.M. Lindsay .....................  S. Watt ..................................  Pomeroy
-do- .......................................  L. McIvor .............................  Sandholes
D.S. Brownlow.....................  L. Simpson ...........................  Newmills
-do- .......................................   ..............................................  Carland
J.D. Montgomery .................  J. Davison .............................  First Moneymore
-do- .......................................  I. McCullough ......................  Second Moneymore
J.M. Gracey ..........................  Mrs. A. Allingham ................  Coagh
-do- .......................................   ..............................................  Ballygoney
-do- .......................................  Mrs. F. Cousley ....................  Saltersland
D.W. Leach ..........................   ..............................................  Union Road, Magherafelt
-do- .......................................  W. Badger .............................  Lecumpher
..............................................  I. Duff ...................................  Upper Clonaneese
J.B. Mullan ...........................  N. McMullan ........................  Castledawson
-do- .......................................  R. Boyce ...............................  Curran
..............................................  S. Black ................................  Orritor
..............................................  S. Crooks ..............................  Claggan
M.W. Dodds .........................  R. Moore ..............................  Castlecaulfield
-do- .......................................  G. McMinn ...........................  Eglish
W.A. Dickey .........................  I. Millar ................................  First Stewartstown
-do- .......................................   ..............................................  Brigh
-do- .......................................   ..............................................  Albany
..............................................  O. Gibson .............................  Tobermore



16 MINUTES

TRUSTEES NOMINATIONS – CODE  PAR. 97(h)(iv)
D. Crowe 

CLERK  OF  PRESBYTERY – CODE  PAR. 97(h)(iii)
S. Ferguson  T. Long

ELDERS  OF  ASSEMBLY – CODE  PAR. 97(i)
A.J. Rankin

EX-OFFICIO  MEMBERS  OF  ASSEMBLY – CODE PAR. 127(2)(a)
Mrs. K. Courtenay  Mrs. D. Lecky  G. Loughlin
P. Mateer

CONVENERS  AND  SECRETARIES  WHO  ARE  ELDERS - 
– CODE  PAR. 97(h)(i)(ii)

J. Hunter  A. Brown  Dr M.E.J. Bennett
L. Conway  Dr. P. Marshall  T.J. Livingstone
B.J. Walker

NOMINATIONS  COMMITTEE  NOMINEES – CODE  PAR. 97(j)
Mrs. M. Crawford  E. Davidson  J. Hayes
B. Knox  Miss. E. McConnell  G. Nesbitt
Mrs. I. McAuley  Mrs. L. Wray  O. McAuley
C. Cavan  E. Jardine  D. Thomson
K. Shilliday 

RETIRED  MISSIONARIES  WHO  ARE  ELDERS – CODE PAR. 97(c)
Miss L. Wasson

MISSIONARIES  AT  HOME  WHO  ARE  NOT  ELDERS
Mrs. M. Dickson

CONVENERS  AND  SECRETARIES  WHO  ARE  NOT  ELDERS  
– CODE  PAR. 97 (h)(i)(ii)

C. Knox

MINISTERS  EMERITI  (RELEASED) – CODE  PAR. 98
D. Johnston  J.M. Cathcart  R.J.G. Gray
D. McConaghy  D.C. Porter
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MINISTERS  WITHOUT  CHARGE – CODE  PAR. 98
Dr. L.H. Eagleson  W.I. Ferris  R.J. Gilkinson
J.A. Gordon  S. Newell  J.A. Peacock
A.S. Thompson  B.A.H. Wilson

MINISTERS  WITHOUT  CHARGE  (RETIRED) – CODE  PAR. 98
J.S.B. Drennan  C.I. McKnight

DEACONESSES
Miss E. Drysdale  Miss R. Irvine  Miss R. Spiers
Miss E. Whyte

RETIRED  DEACONESSES  AND  WOMEN  WORKERS
Miss J. Clegg  Mrs. S. McCullough  Miss S. Swindle

LICENTIATES  SERVING  ASSISTANTSHIPS  
UNDER CODE  PAR. 219(A)

R.S. Aicken  A. Alves-Areias  M.D. Boyd
W.J.C. Brogan  A.D. Burke  D.P. Curran
A.J. Downey  S.N. Hawthorne  S.P. Kennedy
J.S Maguire  A. Marsh  J.A. Martin
M.A. McCormick  J.D. McKane  A.S. McQuade
J.C. Newell  J.J. O’Donnell  R.A. Orr
P.L. Poots  J.T.H. Porter  Mrs. J. Smith
R.R. Tregaskis  Dr. S.A Wright 

MINISTERS  TRANSFERRING  FROM  ANOTHER  CHURCH
G.M. Andrich  A. Gilicze

OTHERS
S. Gowdy

SPUD  DELEGATES
N. Wallace

METHODIST  CHURCH  (ALTERNATING MINISTRY SCHEME)
J. Hong



18 MINUTES

PRESBYTERIAN  WOMEN

ARDS  PRESBYTERY
Mrs. E. Cobain

EAST  BELFAST  PRESBYTERY
Mrs. L. Stothers  Mrs. P. Simons  Mrs. E. Craig

CARRICKFERGUS  PRESBYTERY
Mrs. C. Bell    

COLERAINE  AND  LIMAVADY  PRESBYTERY
Miss. H. Lowry  Mrs. V. Millar  

DERRY  AND  DONEGAL  PRESBYTERY
Mrs. S. Galbraith  Mrs. K. Craig  Miss A. Moody

DOWN  PRESBYTERY
Miss Z. McAllister  Mrs. A. Gilmore 

DUBLIN AND MUNSTER PRESBYTERY
Mrs. C. Poynton    

IVEAGH  PRESBYTERY
Mrs. M. Nelson    

OMAGH  PRESBYTERY
Mrs. Y. Mulligan

ROUTE  PRESBYTERY
Mrs. M. McClean  Mrs. J. Buick  

TEMPLEPATRICK  PRESBYTERY
Mrs. J. Duncan    

PRESBYTERIAN  YOUTH

BALLYMENA  PRESBYTERY
C. Elliot

EAST  BELFAST  PRESBYTERY
R. Bailie  Mrs. L. Hutcheson-Magee  T. Vaughan

CARRICKFERGUS  PRESBYTERY
M. Robinson

DOWN  PRESBYTERY
M. Jackson

NEWRY  PRESBYTERY
Miss C. McBride
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ADDITIONAL  PERSON

ARDS  PRESBYTERY
J. Neilly ................................  Hamilton Road, Bangor
P. Magill ...............................  Scrabo
R. Gamble ............................  Trinity, Bangor
D. McMullen ........................  West Church, Bangor

ARMAGH  PRESBYTERY
O. Wilson .............................  Hill Street
S. McMenemy ......................  First Portadown
K. Boyce ..............................  Tartaraghan
J.T. Graham ..........................  Vinecash

BALLYMENA  PRESBYTERY
C. White ...............................  High Kirk

NORTH  BELFAST  PRESBYTERY
A. Abdy ................................  Whiteabbey

SOUTH  BELFAST  PRESBYTERY
Ms. N. Hanna .......................  Malone
Mrs. B. Dillon ......................  McCracken Memorial

EAST  BELFAST  PRESBYTERY
Ms. R. Jackson .....................  Belmont
M. Stoneman ........................  Christ Church, Dundonald
Miss L. Fincham ..................  Cregagh
Miss H. Cooke .....................  Gilnahirk
A. Kelly ................................  Granshaw
Ms. C. McGarrell .................  St. Andrew’s
Ms. S. McLachlan ................  Stormont

CARRICKFERGUS  PRESBYTERY
N. Hull..................................  Craigy Hill

COLERAINE  AND  LIMAVADY  PRESBYTERY
M. Drennan ..........................  Ballywillan
Ms. N. Knight ......................  Moneydig
C. Cunningham ....................  Terrace Row, Coleraine

DERRY  AND  DONEGAL  PRESBYTERY
T. Smyth ...............................  Donemana
A. Harvey .............................  Ebrington

DOWN  PRESBYTERY
T. Moore ...............................  First Saintfield
D. Small ...............................  Raffrey
E. Hanna ...............................  Trinity, Boardmills

DROMORE  PRESBTERY
D. Ballantyne .......................  Drumbo
Dr. B. McKinstry..................  Hillhall
Miss M. Dickison .................  Legacurry
A. Martin ..............................  Sloan Street, Lisburn



20 MINUTES

DUBLIN AND MUNSTER PRESBYTERY
B. Booysen ...........................  Howth and Malahide

IVEAGH  PRESBYTERY
Ms. A. McNaugher ...............  Bannside
D. Hanna ..............................  Drumgooland
T. McClure ...........................  Newcastle
A. Groves .............................  Ballyroney

MONAGHAN  PRESBYTERY
D. Conway ...........................  Cavan

NEWRY  PRESBYTERY
Ms. H. Kennedy ...................  Bessbrook
G. McBride ..........................  Clarkesbridge
Ms. H. Wilson ......................  Cremore
Miss H. Henning ..................  Kingsmills
J. Bingham ...........................  Markethill

OMAGH  PRESBYTERY
M. Reid ................................  Ardstraw
R. Watt .................................  Clogher
Ms. C. Boyle ........................  First Omagh

ROUTE  PRESBYTERY
Ms. E. Lowry .......................  Ballyweaney
Ms. G. Lee ............................  First Ballymoney

TEMPLEPATRICK  PRESBYTERY
D. Gleghorne ........................  High Street, Antrim
Mrs. J. Wilson ......................  Killead
Miss. C. Craig ......................  Kilbride

TYRONE  PRESBYTERY
R. Brown ..............................  First Magherafelt
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The Moderator asked the Assembly to proceed to the election and 
appointment of a successor to him in office for the ensuing year.

The Clerk submitted the nominations of Presbyteries for the Moderatorship 
as follows:-

The Rev Charles John Carson McMullen 9 nominations
The Rev William Brian Boyd  6 nominations
The Rev William John Henry  4 nominations
On the motion of the Rev WB Boyd, seconded by the Rev WJ Henry, the 

Rev Dr CJC McMullen was unanimously called to the Chair, welcomed by the 
retiring Moderator and commended to God in prayer.

The Right Rev Dr CJC McMullen addressed the House.
The sederunt came to a close at 8.37pm, the Moderator pronouncing the 

Benediction.
__________________

SECOND SESSION

Tuesday, 5th June, 2018  10.30am

The Assembly convened, the Moderator leading in prayer.

The Initial Report of the GENERAL ASSEMBLY BUSINESS 
COMMITTEE) (Reports pp5-15) along with resolutions 1-6 (Reports p143) 
was submitted by the Very Rev Dr RA Patton, together with the following 
Supplementary Report:

At the request of the Moderator’s Advisory Committee, the General 
Assembly Business Committee agreed to include two additional resolutions to 
be considered at the end of its Initial Report on Tuesday morning. The context in 
which these resolutions are tabled for consideration by the Assembly can be found 
in part of the supplementary report of the Moderator’s Advisory Committee, see 
S13-S15 of these Supplementary Reports.

Additional Resolutions
5.(a) That for the 2018 General Assembly, any individual who has had a 

matter decided by the Judicial Commission on behalf of the Assembly may not 
address the Assembly on that or any related matter; and that where an individual 
is asked to give an undertaking to abide by this decision of the Assembly, and 
refuses to do so, that individual will either not be issued with a Voting Card or 
have their Voting Card withdrawn. 

BUSINESS  
COMMITTEE
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5.(b) That the Judicial Commission considers the matter for subsequent 
General Assemblies and report, with appropriate overture(s) if necessary, to the 
2019 General Assembly.

TREVOR D GRIBBEN

Church of Ireland Synod (2018) 

The Very Rev Dr Frank Sellar reports:

148th General Synod meeting in Armagh (10th – 12th May 2018) 
1. Attending the opening Eucharist on Ascension Day, it was a joy 

to appreciate the light streaming through the great East Window in Armagh 
Cathedral bringing to life the depictions of the ascended and reigning Lord. This 
and the fine sermon by The Rt Rev John McDowell, Bishop of Clogher speaking 
about the giving of gifts by Jesus to the Church, was like a metaphor for this 
year’s Synod.

2. Mrs Sadie Somerville (elder from 1st Armagh) and I attended on behalf 
of PCI and while much of the business seems routine; dull even, like looking at 
a stained glass window from the outside of an ecclesiastical building in, once 
inside and looking out, with the benefit of the light of Christ shining through, 
even the routine becomes brighter.

3. Sir Paul Girvan used this analogy when commending a new beautifully 
produced Commentary on the Constitution of the Church of Ireland: the laws of 
the church, a product of disestablishment. 

4. Key decisions this year included a Bill uniting in principle, the dioceses 
of Limerick and Killaloe with Tuam, Killala and Achonry and the introduction of 
a Bill which seeks to establish a proportional and representative formula for the 
allocation of seats in the House of Representatives and General Synod reducing 
its number from a current 648 to 531.

5. Following a debate on same sex marriage last year, this Synod the 
House of Bishops announced that there is little appetite in the church to redefine 
marriage and so the marriage service remains unchanged and marriage may be 
solemnized only between and man and a woman.

6. A new Order of Service for morning and evening prayer has been 
produced by the Liturgical Advisory Committee and leave was given for a Bill 
to be approved next year for a liturgy to be used in situations of Miscarriage, 
Stillbirth and Neonatal deaths.

7. A very warm welcome was given by Synod to Dr Eamon Martin, Roman 
Catholic Archbishop of Armagh who along with Dr Richard Clarke launched a 
pilot project designating the two Armagh cathedrals places of safety for people 
affected by domestic violence, which it was hoped other parishes might take up.

8. A highlight for me was the very stimulating presentation on Third Level 
Chaplaincy shared by Rev Barry Forde from Belfast and Rev Rob Jones from 
Dublin. Leading teams in both locations a fine and imaginative work is being 
done among ‘the lost generation’ of students. 
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9. It was a privilege to bring greetings to the Synod from our General 
Assembly and a delight to renew friendships with past acquaintances and present 
friends and to sense the light of the presence of the ascended and reigning Lord 
among His people in the Church of Ireland.

10. General Synod 2019 will take place in Millennium Forum in Derry/
Londonderry, from 16th-18th May and 2020 in Croke Park Events Centre from 
7th-9th May.

TREVOR D GRIBBEN

Moved by the very Rev Dr RA Patton, seconded by the Rev AJ Thompson 
and agreed: 

1. That the Draft Order of Business for the 2018 General Assembly be 
approved.

2. That the ‘Guide to Assembly Procedure’ (yellow pages) be approved 
with the appropriate General Assembly Standing Orders suspended, 
when necessary, to facilitate alternative presentations etc.

3. That at the 2018 General Assembly, permission be granted, where 
appropriate, to consolidate resolutions relating to Overtures; and that 
if a written request from ten or more members of Assembly is lodged 
with the Clerk before the time scheduled for debate on the consolidated 
resolution(s) relating to Overtures, then the item(s) specified in the 
written request will be removed from the consolidated resolution(s) and 
considered as separate resolution(s). 

4. That a grant of £20,000 be made from the Incidental Fund to the 
Arrangements Panel of the General Assembly Business Committee.

5. That the Right Rev Dr Charles McMullen and his wife be appointed to 
attend the Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Wales in July 2018.

6. That for the 2018 General Assembly, any individual who has had a 
matter decided by the Judicial Commission on behalf of the Assembly 
may not address the Assembly on that or any related matter; and that 
where an individual is asked to give an undertaking to abide by this 
decision of the Assembly, and refuses to do so, that individual will either 
not be issued with a Voting Card or have their Voting Card withdrawn. 

7. That the Judicial Commission considers the matter for subsequent 
General Assemblies and report, with appropriate overture(s) if 
necessary, to the 2019 General Assembly.

8. That the Initial Report of the General Assembly Business Committee be 
received.

The REPORTS OF PRESBYTERIES (Reports pp161-170) was submitted 
by the Rev TD Gribben, together with the following Supplementary Report:

Resolutions

Reports of 
Presbyteries
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ADDENDUM TO THE REPORT OF THE PRESBYTERY OF NORTH 
BELFAST (pages 162-163)

The Presbytery of North Belfast further report that under their care are, as 
Ministers without Charge, the Revs CI McKnight (retired), Samuel Newell, WA 
Shaw and WM Smyth (retired).

TREVOR D GRIBBEN 

Moved by the Rev TD Gribben, seconded by the Rev TJ Stothers, and 
agreed:

1. That the Reports of Presbyteries be received.

Miss Leah McKibben, Projects Manager of the Bible Society in Northern 
Ireland, addressed the House and presented the Moderator with a Bible.

RECEPTION OF CORRESPONDING MEMBERS AND DELEGATES 

Supplementary Report:

Delete
Rt Rev Dr John McDowell – Church of Ireland
Rev Joseph Kasaab - National Evangelical Synod of Syria & Lebanon
Sheena Bell - Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)
Add
Ven Paul Dundas, Archdeacon of Dalriada – Church of Ireland
Brid Coady-Weekes – Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)

TREVOR D GRIBBEN

The Corresponding Members were received from the Church of Scotland. 
These were the Rt Rev Susan Brown, the Rev Dr John McPake, and the Rev Dr 
George Whyte. 

The Moderator welcomed the Corresponding Members. The Rt Rev Susan 
Brown replied and conveyed greetings.

The Moderator welcomed the Rev Kevin Watson of the United Reformed 
Church; and the Rev Brian H Jones of the Presbyterian Church of Wales. The Rev 
Kevin Watson replied and conveyed greetings.

The Moderator welcomed the Ven Paul Dundas and Mrs Margaret Fullerton, 
delegates from the Church of Ireland; the Rev Aian Ferguson and Mrs Lynda 
Neilands, delegates from the Methodist Church in Ireland; and the Rev Brian 
Anderson of the Irish Council of Churches. The Rev Brian Anderson replied and 
conveyed greetings.

Resolution

Corresponding 
Members
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The Moderator welcomed other delegates from: CCAP, Synod of 
Livingstonia: the Rev John Gondwe – CCAP, Synod of Zambia: the Rev Sevatt 
Kabaghe – Presbyterian Church of East Africa: the Rev Alfred Mugendi Kanga –  
Presbyterian Church of South Sudan: the Rev Peter Gai Lual Marrow –  
Church of North India, Gujarat Diocese: the Rev Manojkumar Victorbhai Gohil – 

The Rev John Gondwe replied and conveyed greetings.

Intermission

TREVOR D GRIBBEN

Members of Assembly were joined by others to participate in the Sacrament 
of the Lord’s Supper, conducted by the Moderator. During worship the Memorial 
Roll of Ministers deceased was submitted by the Very Rev Dr WD Patton, and 
the Assembly paid their customary tribute.

The sederunt came to a close at 1.00pm, the Moderator leading the house in 
saying ‘The Grace’.

__________________

THIRD SESSION

Tuesday, 5th June, 2018 2.00pm

The Assembly again convened, the Moderator leading in prayer.

The Report of the TRUSTEES OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
IN IRELAND (Reports pp171-176) was submitted by the Rev WJ Orr, OBE. 

Moved by the Rev WJ Orr, OBE, seconded by the Rev TD Gribben and 
agreed:

1. That in accordance with the Will of the late John Getty the following 
be constituted as the Committee for the “direction and management of 
the application” of the income from the Getty Bequest: Very Revs Dr 
David Clarke, Dr Samuel Hutchinson; Revs Dr DJ Watts, TD Gribben; 
Sir Bruce Robinson, Messrs Norman Bennett, Douglas Crowe, Mrs M 
Guiler.

Consolidated Resolution
2(a). That the recommendation regarding the Mrs AM Davidson Trust be 

adopted.

Lord’s Supper 
Memorial Roll

TRUSTEES

Resolutions
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2(b). That the recommendation regarding the Sir Wm V McCleery Trust be 
adopted.

2(c). That the recommendation regarding the Miss Irene Scott Trust be 
adopted.

2(d). That the recommendation regarding the Miss Ida Mary McGeown 
Trust be adopted.

2(e). That the recommendation regarding the Victor Morrow Trust be 
adopted.

2(f). That the Report of the Trustees be received.

Section 1 of the Report of the GENERAL COUNCIL (Reports pp1-4, 15-
67) along with resolutions 7-15 (Reports pp143-144) was submitted by the Very 
Rev Dr RL Craig, together with the following Supplementary Reports:

(A) SUPPORT SERVICES COMMITTEE

 Correction to Finance Panel Report
1. Delete the current paragraph 3 on page 16 and substitute with:

3.  The Committee gave consideration to a report from the Panel on 
the pros and cons of a change in the Church’s financial year end 
from 31st December to 31st August – the latter to coincide with 
the end of the ‘church year’. Given the considerable disruption that 
would result from a change, the Committee agreed with the Panel’s 
advice that a review should be undertaken into the implications 
of retaining the existing year end but revising the timetables for 
the preparation of end year accounts and statistical returns in the 
light of necessary approval requirements and the filing of accounts 
with the Charity Commission. However, the Committee endorsed 
the conclusion of the Panel that a new deadline should be set for 
the annual statistical return (and in effect for CCNI accounts) of 
30th April, with the annual return being split into a statistical part 
and a financial part. The statistical part would be completed in 
line with the present arrangements i.e. submitted to Presbytery by 
February/March and then reported through the current structure to 
the General Assembly. The financial part would come before a May 
meeting of Presbytery and then summaries would be presented to a 
new General Council meeting in June. The Minutes and Statistics 
Book would include the present summary tables, graphs and 
individual congregational details. These new arrangements should 
be implemented for the financial year ended 31st December 2018. 
Collated information on the statistical returns was not available to 
the Panel at its 29th March meeting, due to delays in filing reports 
on the part of some Presbyteries. They were presented directly to 
the General Council at its meeting on 10th April and summaries are 
included in Appendices 4 and 5.

GENERAL 
COUNCIL 
SECTION 1
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Retirements
2. Since the last meeting of the Support Services Committee an 

application for leave to retire under the provisions of the Par 223(3) of the Code 
has been received from the Route Presbytery in relation to Rev N McClean (First 
Kilraughts). Mr McClean is seeking permission to retire on or after his 64th 
birthday. The terms of retirement will reflect the appropriate pension scheme 
early retirement factors. An amended resolution 9, standardising the wording 
relating to another retirement which is included in the Reports, is also appended. 

Presbyterian Church in Ireland Pension Scheme (2009)
3. At the time of writing the Trustees of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland 

Pension Scheme (2009) have just received the initial results of Actuarial Valuation 
of the Scheme, as at 31st December 2017. There is a statutory requirement for all 
pension schemes to have such a valuation every three years and the results of the 
valuation indicates the level of funding that is required for the pension scheme 
over the next number of years. 

4. The Support Services Committee acts as ‘the employer’ for matters 
relating to the PCI Pension Scheme (2009). Meetings will be held over the next 
number of months to consider the results of the actuarial valuation and the response 
that is necessary, especially with regard to funding levels. As appropriate action 
will be required prior to the meeting of the 2019 General Assembly (the statutory 
deadline for response is 31st March 2019) it is proposed that the General Council 
be authorised to take necessary decisions, in particular with regard to funding 
levels. An appropriate resolution is appended.

5. The Clerk of Assembly has requested that the Pension Trustees and 
Actuary seek to ensure that the next set of statutory actuarial valuation results 
(as at 31st December 2020) are available at an earlier date, thereby enabling the 
General Assembly itself to make any necessary decisions relating to those results 
in 2021. 

Additional Resolution
7(a). That the General Assembly authorise the General Council to take 

all appropriate decisions necessitated by the current actuarial valuation of the 
Presbyterian Church in Ireland Pension Scheme (2009).

Amended Resolution
9. That under the provision of Code Par 223(3), the Rev RJA Bell 

(Ballyclare) be granted permission to retire on or after his 64th birthday.

Additional Resolution
9(a). That under the provision of Code Par 223(3), the Rev Noel McClean 

(First Kilraughts) be granted permission to retire on or after his 64th birthday. 
TREVOR D GRIBBEN
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(B) Guysmere Task Group 

Amendment to Resolution 12 (page 144)
12.  That the General Assembly grant the Presbytery of Coleraine and 

Limavady permission to commission a Feasibility Study of the redevelopment 
of Guysmere as a world class centre for mission and ministry (incorporating 
a community hub and commercial facilities) and ask the Presbytery to present 
the results of that study to the March 2019 meeting of the General Council, for 
comment and transmission to the 2019 General Assembly, to enable a decision to 
be made regarding the sale, or otherwise, of the Guysmere site.

JAMES A McCAUGHAN

(C) Memorial Record
The Rev William Harold Gray, BA, BD, Minister Emeritus (Released) 

Harmony Hill, Lambeg, died on 18th April 2018, in the ninety-second year of his 
age and the sixty-second year of his ministry. He was born at Belfast on 1st July 
1926, the only child of William Gray, a joiner and builder, and his wife Florence, 
née Hanson. The family worshipped in St Enoch’s congregation, Carlisle Circus, 
where his father was an elder and his mother a stalwart of the Women’s Missionary 
Association (WMA). As a teenager he made a conscious commitment to Jesus 
Christ as Lord and Saviour. He served as Boys’ Brigade Captain and as Sunday 
School Superintendent, both then very large organisations, enabling him to hone 
his leadership skills. Mr Gray trained as a teacher at Stranmillis College and the 
Queen’s University, graduating BA in 1948. He returned to the Boys’ Model 
where he taught for four years from 1948 to 1952. During this time his sense of a 
strong calling to the ordained ministry grew, and, on being accepted for training, 
he attended the Assembly’s College, 1952 to 1953, New College, Edinburgh, 
1953 to 1954, and returned to Belfast to complete his training 1954 to 1955. From 
1954 to 1956 he served as Assistant in Great Victoria Street congregation with the 
Minister, the Rev J R Boyd, who later became Professor of Practical Theology 
in the Assembly’s College. The Presbytery of Tyrone ordained and installed him 
in the congregation of Newmills, near Dungannon, on 17th October 1956. A 
few years later Newmillls was joined with Carland and Mr Gray was installed 
there on 1st June 1960. He married Jean Kelly, who was also brought up in St 
Enoch’s, on 6th July 1955, and together they served Christ and His Church with 
enthusiasm and dedication over the years. They had three children, Peter, David, 
and Catherine. After thirteen years of steady ministry Mr Gray moved to the large 
congregation of Woodvale, Belfast, with eleven hundred families, where he was 
installed by the Presbytery of North Belfast on 10th September 1969. He and his 
family arrived there just as the ‘Troubles’ broke out severely impacting the local 
area and residents. Soldiers were a common sight on the streets, barricades were 
thrown up, communities bitterly divided, gun battles and bombs frequent. Homes 
and businesses were destroyed and church property damaged. The church halls 
were opened to all comers as a place of shelter and Mr Gray worked tirelessly to 
help those most affected by the turmoil and to create friendly relationships across 
the sectarian divide. In 1976 he moved to the congregation of Harmony Hill, 
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Lambeg, and was installed there by the Presbytery of Dromore on 23rd January 
1976. This was a young congregation which began as an outreach ministry of 
First Lisburn at Lambeg and was erected a congregation in its own right in 
February 1968 with Rev D.H.A. Watson as Minister. By the nineteen-seventies 
it was a thriving congregation with a large number of young families who settled 
in the new builds in the surrounding area. Mr Gray excelled as a pastor who 
loved his people and ministered to their needs in all the varied circumstances of 
life. He was assiduous in his pulpit preparation and delivery of the Good News 
of the Gospel. In the wider community he became a member of Wallace High 
School Board of Governors, then Chairman for some years and also a trustee. 
His experience of, and interest in, education, was utilised as a member of the 
South Eastern Education and Library Board, of which he became Chairman. 
His interest in the welfare of young people involved him in the structures of 
the central Church as Director of the Youth Education Committee, in which 
capacity he attended the World Council of Christian Education in Jamaica and in 
Lima, Peru. He served as Convener of the National and International Problems 
Committee, 1987 to 1993, and was also a member of the Board of Publications 
and Aids to Worship, and the Historical Society Committee. He was Moderator 
of the Synod of Antrim and Down in 1989. Mr Gray retired on 31st October 1991 
and he and Mrs Gray enjoyed many happy years together until Mrs Gray’s death 
on 17th October 2015. We share with Mr Gray’s family in their loss as we give 
thanks to God for the good and faithful service of our brother.

The Rev James Stanley McIvor, BA, BD, Ph.D, Professor Emeritus 
(Released) the Union Theological College, Belfast, died on 23rd May 2018, in 
the ninetieth year of his age and the sixty-fourth year of his ministry. He was 
born on 26th November 1928 at Derryalskea, County Tyrone, an only son and 
third of four children, to James McIvor, Farmer, Soldier and Civil Servant, and 
his wife, Florence, née Clayton. The family worshipped then in the congregation 
of Castlecaulfield where he learned to love the Saviour who first loved him and 
gave Himself for him. He attended Kilnaslee National School and then the Royal 
School, Dungannon. A good scholar with a taste for study, he went to the Magee 
University College, Londonderry, and Trinity College, Dublin, graduating BA in 
1949. With a growing sense of call he went on to New College, Edinburgh, from 
which he graduated BD in 1952. His academic ability won him a scholarship 
enabling him to study Linguistics at Tubingen University, Germany, also taking 
the opportunity to learn German which would facilitate his Biblical studies. On 
his return home, he attended the Assembly’s College, Belfast, 1953 to 1954, to 
complete his qualifying course of study for the Church. Professor McIvor served 
an assistantship in the large and busy congregation of Great Victoria Street, 
Belfast, where the Rev James R Boyd was Minister. He became convinced of 
a call from God to Army Chaplaincy, and was licensed and ordained, or, in 
Forces terms, commissioned, on 4th June 1954, by the Presbytery of Tyrone in 
Dungannon congregation to which his family had moved some years previously. 
It was during this time that he met and married Ruth Patricia Greer on 21st 
January 1956 and over the next number of years they were blessed with the birth 
of four children. Army life took them on tours of duty around the world, and, 
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at one period, Professor McIvor served as Deputy Warden at the Royal Army’s 
Department Depot, Bagshot Park, Surrey, where his work as Assistant Trainer of 
new Chaplains was greatly valued and respected. He and his family returned to 
Northern Ireland in 1964 to Londonderry on his appointment as Principal of Magee 
Theological College, and Professor of Hebrew, New Testament Interpretation 
and Biblical Literature. During the ensuing years he studied for a Ph.D. which he 
was awarded in 1977 from the University of Edinburgh. When Magee became 
part of the University of Ulster in 1978, the Faculty was amalgamated with 
the Assembly’s College and took the name Union College, it is believed at the 
suggestion of Professor McIvor, and he and R F G Holmes moved to Belfast 
where they took up professorships in Hebrew and Church History respectively. 
Professor McIvor acted as Secretary to Union College Faculty for sixteen years 
writing meticulous minutes of the meetings. His particular academic interest 
was in Aramaic and he contributed to volume nineteen of The Aramaic Bible, 
writing on ‘The Targum of Chronicles: Translated with Introduction, Apparatus 
and Notes’ (Liturgical Press, 1994). During his thirty years of lecturing several 
hundreds of theological students came under his influence and owe to him a 
great debt for his part in equipping them for the ordained ministry. As someone 
who exercised good self-discipline he expected the same attitude in his students 
and would brook neither carelessness nor indolence. Yet, he recognised that not 
every student was a natural Hebraist and he sought to give as much help and 
encouragement as he could. Even so, it was a daunting experience to sit in his 
lectures during translation work and suddenly to hear your name called with the 
command, ‘Parse!’ Professor McIvor retired on 30th September 1994, and we 
give thanks for a dedicated servant of God who loved the Scriptures and the Lord 
of the Scriptures and who demonstrated a life of grace and faith. To his wife, 
Pat, children, Morag, Colin, Ian, and Louise, their children and the wider family 
circle, (his sisters pre-deceased him) we extend our prayerful sympathy in their 
loss.

TREVOR D GRIBBEN

Moved by the Very Rev Dr RL Craig, seconded by Mr John Hunter, CB, 
and agreed:

9. That for 2018, the Assessment Rates, along with the related allocation of 
funds, be as set out in Support Services Appendix 1 and that the rate of 
assessment for the Pension Fund be set at 24% of stipend paid in the year.

10. That the General Assembly authorise the General Council to take all 
appropriate decisions necessitated by the current actuarial valuation of 
the Presbyterian Church in Ireland Pension Scheme (2009).

11. That the 2018 budgeted expenditure of the Incidental Fund be as set out 
in Support Services Appendix 2.

12. That under the provision of Code Par 223(3), the Rev RJA Bell 
(Ballyclare) be granted permission to retire on or after his 64th birthday.

13. That under the provision of Code Par 223(3), the Rev Noel McClean 
(First Kilraughts) be granted permission to retire on or after his 64th 
birthday.

Resolutions
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14. That the United Appeal for 2019 be as set out on the Schedules to the 
report of the United Appeal Committee.

15. That the General Assembly encourage all Congregations to make use 
of the available United Appeal for Mission promotional materials and 
to mark the first Sunday in March (or other suitable Sunday) as United 
Appeal for Mission Sunday.

Moved by the Very Rev Dr RL Craig, seconded by Mr John Hunter, CB:
16. That the General Assembly agree that the Guysmere Centre be sold at 

the appropriate time.

Moved as an amendment by the Rev JA McCaughan, seconded by the Rev 
SA McCracken, and agreed:

16. That the General Assembly grant the Presbytery of Coleraine and 
Limavady permission to commission a Feasibility Study of the 
redevelopment of Guysmere as a world class centre for mission and 
ministry (incorporating a community hub and commercial facilities) 
and ask the Presbytery to present the results of that study to the March 
2019 meeting of the General Council, for comment and transmission to 
the 2019 General Assembly, to enable a decision to be made regarding 
the sale, or otherwise, of the Guysmere site.

On being put to the House, the substantive motion was declared passed.

With the leave of the House Resolutions 13 and 14 (as in the reports p144) 
were withdrawn. 

Moved by the Very Rev Dr RL Craig, seconded by Mr John Hunter, CB, 
and agreed:

17. That Section 1 of the Report of the General Council (with the exception 
of the General Assembly Business Committee) be received.

Intermission

The Report of the COUNCIL FOR PUBLIC AFFAIRS (Reports pp177-
195) was submitted by the Very Rev Dr TN Hamilton, OBE, together with the 
following Supplementary Report:

DEALING WITH THE PAST
On Friday 11th May 2018 the Northern Ireland Office published a 

consultation paper: ‘Addressing the Legacy of Northern Ireland’s Past’. The 
public consultation seeks views on the UK Government’s proposal to legislate 
to establish the institutions set out in a draft Northern Ireland (Stormont House 
Agreement) Bill. These institutions include:

COUNCIL 
FOR PUBLIC 

AFFAIRS
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• The Historical Investigations Unit – to take forward outstanding 
investigations into Troubles-related deaths.

• The Independent Commission on Information Retrieval – to enable 
family members to seek and privately receive information about the 
Troubles-related deaths of their relatives.

• The Oral History Archive – an archive that enables people to share 
experiences and narratives related to the Troubles.

• The Implementation and Reconciliation Group – an institution to 
promote reconciliation and anti-sectarianism and to review and assess 
the implementation of the other legacy institutions proposed under the 
Stormont House Agreement.

• The proposals will have a direct impact on many people within our 
congregations and represent one of the most important developments in 
recent years in terms of addressing the legacy of the past. It is therefore 
crucial that the PCI submit a considered response by the closing date on 
10th September 2018.

2. It is proposed that a Task Group be set up by the General Assembly to 
report and make recommendations to a special meeting of the Council for Public 
Affairs, with the Council for Public Affairs authorised to act on behalf of the 
Assembly.

EIGHTH AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION OF IRELAND
3. On Friday, 25th May 2018 citizens in the Republic of Ireland voted by 

a large margin to repeal the Eighth Amendment of the Constitution of Ireland, 
which upheld the equal right to life of the mother and the unborn child. The 
statement released by the Church following the referendum result is included at 
Appendix A.

4. It is expected that the Government will now introduce legislation 
allowing unrestricted access to abortion up to 12 weeks of pregnancy and on 
health grounds after 12 weeks, and that this will pass through the Oireachtas 
swiftly and easily. Indeed, some members who spoke passionately about 
retaining the Eighth Amendment have now indicated they will either support the 
legislation or abstain in light of the referendum result.

5. The PCI must play its part in encouraging longer-term, life-affirming 
cultural change that enhances support for women in crisis and addresses the 
societal issues that contribute to abortion. This will involve further conversations 
with the Government, members of the Oireachtas and others in wider society 
about how to provide world-leading, compassionate care across Ireland for 
women, children and families facing pregnancy crisis.

6. As Government officials begin to meet with medical bodies to discuss 
the implementation of new legislation, it is important that the concerns of medical 
professionals who cannot, in conscience, participate in abortion provision 
are taken seriously and properly addressed. This includes those who have a 
conscientious objection to referring patients seeking an abortion, who should be 
supported and accommodated within any new system.
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APPENDIX A
Statement issued on 26 May 2018 on the outcome of the referendum on the 

Eighth Amendment of the Constitution

‘Profound sadness’ at referendum result
The Moderator of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland, Rt. Rev. Dr. Noble 

McNeely, along with former Moderator and minister emeritus of Lucan 
Presbyterian Church, Dr. Trevor Morrow, and the Clerk of the denomination’s 
General Assembly, Rev. Trevor Gribben have expressed their ‘profound sense of 
sadness’ regarding today’s Eighth Amendment referendum result.

In their statement they said:
We acknowledge the outcome of yesterday’s referendum with a profound 

sense of sadness. The country is evidently living through a defining moment in 
which the inherent value placed on human life is at stake. Today is not a day for 
celebration, but for quiet reflection.

We would strongly urge the Government and the Oireachtas, as they 
legislate, to keep the promise they have made to the electorate to make abortions 
‘rare’ in Ireland, and to ensure that the unborn with disabilities, like Down’s 
syndrome, will not have their lives terminated.

The result of this referendum hasn’t changed the fact that human life is still 
just as sacred and special as it was before Friday’s vote. There should be no place 
for unrestricted abortion in a society that claims to cherish human life.

We would encourage both the Government and wider society to place a 
greater focus on the provision of world-leading, compassionate care for women, 
children and families, including comprehensive support in the perinatal period 
for those facing pregnancy crisis

Additional Resolutions:
1(a) That the General Assembly appoint a Task Group under the Council for 

Public Affairs, consisting of the Moderator and Clerk of the General Assembly, 
Convener of the Council for Public Affairs, Public Affairs Officer, the Rev Tony 
Davidson, Mr Edgar Jardine (with the power to co-opt up to 3 others) with the 
following remit:

• To draw up a report and recommendations concerning the Northern 
Ireland Office consultation paper: ‘Addressing the Legacy of Northern 
Ireland’s Past’, to be presented to the Council for Public Affairs for 
consideration, with the Council then authorised to submit an appropriate 
response to the public consultation on behalf of the General Assembly. 

2(a) That the General Assembly:
(i) express their sadness regarding the outcome of the referendum on 

the Eighth Amendment of the Constitution of Ireland; 
(ii) urge the Government and the Oireachtas to keep to the promises 

made to the electorate that abortions will be ‘rare’ in Ireland and 
that unborn children with disabilities will not have their lives 
terminated;
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(iii) repeat their call for the best possible life-affirming care and support 
to be made available to women facing pregnancy crisis.

NORMAN HAMILTON

Licensed Amendment to ADDITIONAL Resolution 3(a)
3(a) That the General Assembly:

(i) express their sadness regarding the outcome of the referendum on 
the Eighth Amendment of the Constitution of Ireland; 

(ii) urge the Government and the Oireachtas to keep to the promises 
made to the electorate that abortions will be ‘rare’ in Ireland and 
that unborn children with disabilities will not have their lives 
terminated;

(iii) repeat their call for the best possible life-affirming care and support 
to be made available to women facing pregnancy crisis, and 
commend the services of foster care and adoption among members 
of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland who feel led to such ministry 
and service.

STEPHEN McNIE

Moved by the Very Rev Dr TN Hamilton, OBE, seconded by the Very Rev 
Dr Trevor Morrow, and agreed:

1. That the General Assembly express deep concern and frustration 
about the prolonged absence of an Executive in Northern Ireland, the 
resulting stagnation in public policy and the negative effects on the 
most vulnerable in society, and repeat their call for all involved in the 
political process to find a resolution that establishes good and stable 
government based on good working relationships.

2. That the General Assembly appoint a Task Group under the Council for 
Public Affairs, consisting of the Moderator and Clerk of the General 
Assembly, Convener of the Council for Public Affairs, Public Affairs 
Officer, the Rev Tony Davidson, Mr Edgar Jardine (with the power to 
co-opt up to 3 others) with the following remit:
• To draw up a report and recommendations concerning the Northern 

Ireland Office consultation paper: ‘Addressing the Legacy of 
Northern Ireland’s Past’, to be presented to the Council for Public 
Affairs for consideration, with the Council then authorised to 
submit an appropriate response to the public consultation on behalf 
of the General Assembly. 

3. That the General Assembly note with concern the sense of 
disillusionment and low morale amongst governors, principals and 
teachers, caused by the financial situation in schools and the uncertainty 
for the future of education in Northern Ireland, and therefore call upon 
politicians if necessary to set aside their differences to enable an 
Executive to be formed to bring about both democratic accountability 
and strong leadership that will provide the clarity so urgently needed on 
an agreed way forward for the education system in the province.
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4. That the General Assembly believe that Religious Education has a 
very important role to play in the spiritual, moral and intellectual 
development of children and young people, and therefore affirm the 
place of RE within school curricula and encourage time-tabling and 
resourcing of RE which reflect its fundamental value to school life.

Moved by the Very Rev Dr TN Hamilton, OBE, seconded by the Very Rev 
Dr Trevor Morrow:

5. That the General Assembly:
(i) express their sadness regarding the outcome of the referendum on 

the Eighth Amendment of the Constitution of Ireland; 
(ii) urge the Government and the Oireachtas to keep to the promises 

made to the electorate that abortions will be ‘rare’ in Ireland and 
that unborn children with disabilities will not have their lives 
terminated;

(iii) repeat their call for the best possible life-affirming care and support 
to be made available to women facing pregnancy crisis.

Moved as an amendment by the Rev Stephen McNie: 
5. That the General Assembly:

(i) express their sadness regarding the outcome of the referendum on 
the Eighth Amendment of the Constitution of Ireland; 

(ii) urge the Government and the Oireachtas to keep to the promises 
made to the electorate that abortions will be ‘rare’ in Ireland and 
that unborn children with disabilities will not have their lives 
terminated;

(iii) repeat their call for the best possible life-affirming care and support 
to be made available to women facing pregnancy crisis, and 
commend the services of foster care and adoption among members 
of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland who feel led to such ministry 
and service.

The Proposer and Seconder accepted the amendment.
On being put to the House, the substantive motion was declared passed.

Moved by the Very Rev Dr TN Hamilton, OBE, seconded by the Very Rev 
Dr Trevor Morrow, and agreed:

6. That the General Assembly:
(a) strongly oppose any legislation which allows assisted suicide and/

or euthanasia; and
(b) strongly commend palliative care, calling on the governments in 

Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland to ensure the adequate 
resourcing of both research and delivery in this important area.
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7. That the Report of the Council for Public Affairs be received.

The sederunt came to a close at 5.39pm, the Moderator leading in prayer.

__________________

FOURTH SESSION

Tuesday, 5th June, 2018 7.00pm

The Assembly again convened, the Moderator leading in prayer.

CSW ALTERNATIVE PRESENTATION

People Matter to God
Mrs Ruth Sanderson introduced ‘the 7 o’clock News on the Social Witness 

Channel’ and shared in conversation with Mr Lindsay Conway, OBE, Council 
Secretary.

She then carried out an ‘as live’ distance interview by recorded video with 
the Rev Peter Dickinson about the work of the Disability Services Committee 
and went on to interview the following in person: Mrs Jayne Bellingham, Home 
Manger, Trinity House, Garvagh and Mrs Fiona Sandford, mother of Claire who 
has special needs;

Mrs Mamie Brown, resident in Adelaide House and Mrs Norma Picking, 
Head of Home in Adelaide House took part in a video-recorded conversation.

A further two interviews were conducted by Mrs Sanderson with the Rev 
Keith Hibbert, a member of the Council and of the Taking Care Committee, 
and the Moderator, the Rt Rev Dr Charles McMullen, who in his own right is a 
member of the Council, and of the Disability Services Committee.

Mr Conway and Mrs Judith Gillespie took part in a video-recorded discussion 
about the recent launch of ‘Taking Care of All’ materials, with specific reference 
to Domestic Abuse. 

The session concluded with a panel discussion involving Mrs Linda 
Wray (Residential and Supported Services Manager), Ms Joyce McKee (Adult 
Safeguarding), Mr Hibbert and Mrs Sandford, after which the Moderator 
expressed thanks and brought the presentation to an end in prayer at 7.52 pm.

The Report of the LINKAGE COMMISSION (Reports pp196-227) was 
submitted by the Rev WJ Henry.

CSW 
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Moved by the Rev WJ Henry, seconded by Mr James Livingstone, and 
agreed:

1. That the Parish Bounds for the (amalgamated) congregation of 
Greyabbey be as described in Par 18 of the Linkage Commission report.

2. That Guidelines for Interviews at Vacancies (Appendix A) be adopted.
3. That the updated guidelines for the Prolonged Disability Scheme 

(Appendix B) be noted.
4. That the congregation of Fortwilliam and Macrory be amalgamated 

with the congregation of Whitehouse no later than 31st December 2018, 
on terms set by the Linkage Commission.

5. That the congregation of Boyle be amalgamated with the congregation 
of Sligo no later than 31st December 2018, on terms set by the Linkage 
Commission.

6. That the report of the Linkage Commission be received.

The sederunt came to a close at 8.25pm, the Moderator pronouncing the 
Benediction. 

__________________

FIFTH SESSION

Wednesday, 6th June, 2018 9.30am

The Assembly again convened, the Moderator leading in prayer. 

The Report of the COUNCIL FOR CONGREGATIONAL LIFE AND 
WITNESS (Reports pp228-254) was submitted by the Rev TC Morrison, 
together with the following Supplementary Report:

SPUD YOUTH ASSEMBLY REPORT

 2018 Youth Assembly 
1. In February this year the Youth Assembly gathered over one hundred 

15-25 year olds from congregations right across the denomination. This year’s 
theme was ‘Re-imagine: Presbyterianism for today’s generation’.

2. As part of the event, participants were asked, “What gives you reason 
to celebrate being part of a PCI congregation?” A common response was being 
part of a multi-generational family of faith in which relationship and connection 
with other generations was valued. Further conversation found that young people 
desire the input of older, more experienced, influencers as contributors to their 
faith journey. This needs to be more than an occasional, token gesture. Building 
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genuine relationships within church life is a high priority. The shared example of 
those who are older in the faith has a crucial part to play.

3. These responses inspired the Youth Assembly Working Group to explore 
how congregations are already connecting the generations together and creating 
multi-generational environments of faith. These range from the development of 
informal spaces, in which relationships can be built in social situations, to more 
intentional programmes of relational discipleship and mentoring.

4. To highlight and promote this crucial area of congregational life, the 
Youth Assembly Working Group set about creating a video resource to help share 
with congregations the need and opportunity to develop connection points and 
relational opportunities across all ages of their church family. This four minute 
video is now available for use within congregations and will be launched, 
shown and made available at the Youth Assembly Fringe Event held in the new 
downstairs conference space in Assembly Buildings on Wednesday 6th June. The 
event will include stories and discussion around the theme of “Inter-Generational 
Ministry” and will run from 6.00 – 7.15pm. A light tea will be served. Booking is 
essential for the event and can be completed online at the PCI website.

5. The Council for Congregational Life and Witness commends this video 
to congregations and hopes that it will be used throughout the denomination to 
both inspire and enable the continued development of inter-generational ministry.

A change of name
6. During the past year discussion has taken place within SPUD itself 

regarding the name ‘SPUD’. A clear consensus has been arrived at for a change 
of name to ‘The PCI Youth Assembly’. The Council for Congregational Life 
and Witness is supportive of this name change and an appropriate resolution is 
appended.

Additional Resolution
 (A) That the General Assembly agree to the change of name from ‘SPUD’ 

to ‘The PCI Youth Assembly’. 
DAVID THOMPSON

 
 Moved by the Very Rev Dr FP Sellar, seconded by the Rev DH Thompson 

and agreed:
1. That the General Assembly agree to the change of name from ‘SPUD’ 

to ‘The PCI Youth Assembly’.
2. That the Report of the Council for Congregational Life and Witness be 

received.

Intermission

Resolutions
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RECEPTION OF RECENTLY RETIRED MINISTERS AND NEW 
LICENTIATES

The Moderator received Ministers recently retired and those recently 
licensed, who were presented respectively by the Rev NJ McCullough, Convener 
of the Council for Training in Ministry, and the Rev Dr TD Allen, Dean of 
Ministerial Studies and Development. The Moderator led in prayer.

The Report of the COUNCIL FOR TRAINING IN MINISTRY (Reports 
pp255-279), was submitted by the Rev NJ McCullough, together with the 
following Supplementary Report:

Reception of Ministers and Licentiates Committee
As indicated in the reports, Appendix 2 (pages 269-271), ‘Recommendations 

Concerning Licentiates and Ministers without Charge’, a recommendation is 
included here concerning the Rev JD Maxwell as follows:

South Belfast
Rev JD Maxwell to be retained a Minister without charge but that the 

Presbytery be informed that, for such a recommendation to be made next year, it 
will be conditional that Mr Maxwell is reported as playing a meaningful part in 
the life of the Congregation in which he is a Communicant Member.

The following additions are made to the recommendations concerning 
Licentiates and Ministers without charge in Appendix 2.

North Belfast
Rev Samuel Newell to be retained as Minister without charge.

South Belfast
Rev Dr PG McDowell to be retained as Minister without charge.

East Belfast
Rev Dr MJ Welsh to be retained as Minister without charge.

Clarification
In Appendix 3 (pages 272-274), ‘Rules to be followed in the reception of 

ministers and licentiates from other churches’, the Assembly is being asked to 
choose between three different options, outlined in Par 16 of the Appendix:

EITHER Sub-Par 16 (a) is included
 OR Sub-Pars 16 (b) and (c) are included
 OR  Sub-Par 16 (d) is included and subsequently Par 17 not    

  included

COUNCIL FOR 
TRAINING IN 
MINISTRY



40 MINUTES

The Council for Training in Ministry is recommending the second option, 
i.e. including Sub-Pars 16 (b) & (c). A revised resolution 3 is appended to this 
effect. 

Revised Resolution:
3. That Appendix 3 be approved as Rules to be followed in the reception 

of ministers and licentiates from other churches, with the inclusion of 
sub-paragraphs (b) and (c) in paragraph 16.

NIGEL McCULLOUGH

Moved by the Rev NJ McCullough, seconded by the Very Rev Principal JS 
Carson and agreed:

1. That the following candidates, their nominations having been sustained 
by the Council for Training in Ministry, be accepted as students for the 
Ordained Ministry, and placed under the care of their presbyteries:

 Name Congregation Presbytery
 Billy Abwa Second Donegore Templepatrick
 Matthew Horner Glengormley North Belfast
 Matthew Kelso Grange Ballymena
 Paul Lutton Fitzroy South Belfast
2. That the recommendations concerning those whose retention 

as Licentiates and Ministers without charge has been sought by 
presbyteries be adopted.

Moved by the Rev NJ McCullough, seconded by the Very Rev Principal JS 
Carson:

3. That Appendix 3 be approved as Rules to be followed in the reception 
of ministers and licentiates from other churches, with the inclusion of 
sub-paragraphs (b) and (c) in paragraph 16.

Moved by the Rev Dr AF Nel, seconded by the Rev CA Meban:
3. That Appendix 3 be approved as Rules to be followed in the reception 

of ministers and licentiates from other churches, with the inclusion of 
sub-paragraphs (b) and (c) in paragraph 16, and that paragraph 14 be 
referred back to the Council for further consideration.

The Proposer and Seconder accepted the amendment.

On being put to the House, the substantive motion was declared passed.
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Moved by the Rev NJ McCullough, seconded by the Very Rev Principal JS 
Carson and agreed:

4. That Appendix 4, ‘Caring for Manse Families’, be sent down to 
presbyteries for discussion and comment, with report back through the 
Deputy Clerk by 31st December 2018.

Consolidated Resolution
5. (a) That the assessment for the Ministerial Development   

Programme be set to raise £125,000.
    (b) That the assessment for the Students’ Bursary Fund be set to raise 

£250,000.
6.  That the Report of the Council for Training in Ministry be received.

The Assembly engaged in worship conducted by the Moderator and others. 
The Moderator invited the Rev Rico Tice to address the Assembly.

The sederunt came to a close at 1.05pm, the Moderator leading in prayer.

__________________

SIXTH SESSION

Wednesday, 6th June, 2018 2.00pm

The Assembly again convened, the Moderator leading in prayer. 

LISTENING TO THE GLOBAL CHURCH 

Streams in the Desert
The Rev WS Marrs introduced the presentation with insights from Isaiah 

that had been shared with him by a Syrian university student. 
Miss Pip McCracken then interviewed the Rt Rev Peter Gai Lual, Moderator 

of the Presbyterian Church of South Sudan and Sudan, and Chairperson of the 
National Council of Churches of South Sudan. 

Rev Dr SE Hughes introduced the Rev Manojkumar V. Gohil, a minster 
of the Church of North India, Gujarat Diocese, Raikhad Congregation in 
Ahmedabad who spoke about the growing church in Gujarat, after which Dr SE 
Hughes reflected on her recent visit to India.

Following a video clip, the Rev WS Marrs interviewed Dr Terrence Ascot, 
Founder and CEO of SAT 7, a Christian Satellite Broadcasting ministry engaged 
in the Middle East and North Africa.

LISTENING TO 
THE GLOBAL 
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Subsequent to the first two interviews there was a minute of prayerful 
reflection. Following the final interview, Rev Dr SE Hughes provided a brief 
wrap-up and time of open prayer after which the Moderator brought the 
presentation to an end with Scripture at 2.59pm.

Intermission

Section 2 of the Report of the GENERAL COUNCIL (Reports pp68-78) 
along with resolutions 16-19 (Reports p144) was submitted by the Rev Trevor 
Gribben, together with the following Supplementary Report:

MODERATOR’S ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Item of business overlooked
1. It very recently came to light that a task remitted by the 2017 General 

Assembly to the Moderator’s Advisory Committee had been overlooked. This 
related to the Memorial of the Rev Dr Ivan Neish in connection with voting 
membership of a congregation (see 2017 General Assembly Reports page 358) 
and the resolution of the Assembly on page 56 of the 2017 Minutes, namely:

 That the Memorial be received and its prayer be not granted, but that 
the Moderator’s Advisory Committee appoint a Task Group to consider 
the qualifications of voting members and report to the 2018 Assembly.

2. On discovering this recently, the Clerk of Assembly contacted Dr Neish 
to apologise and brought the matter to the Moderator’s Advisory Committee for 
discussion. To take the matter forward, the Moderator’s Advisory Committee 
appointed a Task Group, made up of members of the Judicial Commission, 
Linkage Commission and Finance Panel, as follows:

 Moderator, Clerk (Convener), Deputy Clerk, General Assembly 
Solicitor, Rev Dr Derek McKelvey, Mrs Dianne Lecky, Mr James 
Livingstone, Mr Kenneth Belshaw, Mrs Elizabeth Moffett and Rev 
David Johnston.

3. The Task Group has been asked to meet with Dr Neish and hear his 
concerns and suggestions; to consider all relevant direct and related issues; and to 
report to the General Council with options and a recommendation. The General 
Council, having considered the matter, will report to the 2019 General Assembly, 
including tabling any legislative changes that may be necessary.

Handling of business in the Private Session
4. The Clerk of Assembly reported to the Moderator’s Advisory 

Committee on the contents of a ‘challenging conversation’ he had recently had 
with a Minister. The issue of concern relates to someone who has had a matter 
considered by the Judicial Commission (with full Assembly powers) and decided 
upon. Even though that decision is final and binding, the Minister has however 
indicated that he intends to speak to that matter during the Private Session, 
strongly asserting his intention to address the Assembly on various aspects of 
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the matter, from his perspective. When advised that it was not in order to speak 
about any matter that had already been dealt with by the Judicial Commission 
and that he should not attempt to do so, the Minister stated quite assertively that 
he intended to do so. The Clerk informed the Minister that he would be referring 
this stated intention to defy the law of the Church to an appropriate body for 
consideration before the Assembly.

5. Having considered the particular circumstances, the Moderator’s 
Advisory Committee resolved that the General Assembly Business Committee 
be requested to licence the following two resolutions for consideration by the 
2018 General Assembly, at the end of the initial report of the Business Committee 
on Tuesday morning:

5.(a) That for the 2018 General Assembly, any individual who has had a 
matter decided by the Judicial Commission on behalf of the Assembly 
may not address the Assembly on that or any related matter; and that 
where an individual is asked to give an undertaking to abide by this 
decision of the Assembly, and refuses to do so, that individual will 
either not be issued with a Voting Card or have their Voting Card 
withdrawn. 

5.(b) That the Judicial Commission considers the matter for subsequent 
General Assemblies and report, with appropriate overture(s) if 
necessary, to the 2019 General Assembly.

Visit of Pope Francis
6. Invitations have not yet been issued to other Churches regarding the 

visit of Pope Francis, as the official programme is only being announced later in 
June. However, an indication has been given that the Moderator will most likely 
be invited to be present at a State reception for Pope Francis and would briefly 
meet with him on that occasion. The Moderator will also most likely be invited 
to be present as a distinguished guest at the ‘Festival of Families’ being held on 
the Saturday evening in Croke Park. When a formal invitation is received the 
General Council will be called to agree a response (see 2018 Reports, page 72, 
paragraph 18).

TREVOR D GRIBBEN 

Moved by the Rev DJ Bruce, seconded by the Rev AJ Thompson, and 
agreed:

18. That, under Par 226(a) of the Code, the Rev Alexander Shaw Thompson 
be enrolled as Minister Emeritus of the congregation of First Dromara.

Moved by the Rev Dr CD McClure, seconded by the Rev FMA Forbes, and 
agreed:

19. That, under Par 226(a) of the Code, the Rev Robert James McCullough 
be enrolled as Minister Emeritus of the congregations of Woodburn and 
Loughmorne

Resolutions
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Moved by the Rev TD Gribben, seconded by the Very Rev Dr RL Craig, 
and agreed:

20. That the General Assembly agree that Licentiates should be permitted to 
be called to a part-time ministry and instruct the Linkage Commission 
to change its guidelines accordingly.

21. That Section 2 of the Report of the General Council be received.

The Memorial of the Presbytery of Tyrone (Reports p158) was submitted 
by the Rev JB Mullan.

Moved by the Rev JB Mullan, seconded by the Rev Dr JA Curry, and agreed:
1. That the prayer of the memorial be granted and that the Rev Tom 

Conway, on his resignation from his charge, shall continue as a member 
of the Presbytery of Tyrone under Code Par 61(j) of the Code, so long 
as he remains in post as Clerk of the Presbytery of Tyrone.

The Memorial of the Presbytery of Templepatrick (Reports pp159-160) 
was submitted by the Rev PR Dickinson.

Moved by the Rev PE Dickinson, seconded by the Rev DJ Paul, and agreed:
1. That the prayer of the memorial be granted and that the names of 

deaconesses, senior lecturers, auxiliary ministers, lay agents and 
missionaries under its care who, since its last report, have died, retired, 
resigned, or have been commissioned and/or appointed by Presbytery, 
with respective dates, be included, henceforth, in the annual report of 
Presbytery; and that the Clerk of the Assembly present overture(s) to 
the 2019 General Assembly to amend Par 260 of The Code, accordingly 
and to mirror additionally the requirements of Par 260(d).

Section 3 of the Report of the GENERAL COUNCIL (Reports pp79-101) 
along with resolutions 20-28 (Reports pp144-145) was submitted by the Very 
Rev Principal JS Carson, along with the following Supplementary Report.

Licensed Amendment to Resolution 28 (page 145)
That Section 3 of the Report of the General Council be received, with the 

exception of Appendix 2 of the Doctrine Committee Report, pages 84-89.
CHERYL MEBAN

Moved by the Very Rev Principal JS Carson, seconded by the Rev TD 
Gribben, and agreed: 

22. That appropriate training be offered to Kirk Sessions on the theology 
and practice of the Church’s understanding of ‘a credible profession of 
faith’ and the pastoral guidelines on homosexuality.

Memorial
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23. That in light of the rapid change in society, both north and south of the 
border, the following statement be issued by the Press Officer on behalf 
of the General Council at appropriate times relating to civic events in 
either jurisdiction:

 (a) The Presbyterian Church in Ireland, as a witness to Christ, affirms 
the God-given dignity of all people, from all faiths and none, on account 
of their bearing God’s image. Furthermore, we affirm our solidarity 
with all our neighbours in our common life together. However, as a 
Church committed to the Lordship of Christ, we decline to participate 
in interfaith worship or to acknowledge the ultimate claim of any state 
to control religious worship.

 (b) The Presbyterian Church in Ireland recognises that her leaders and 
members will consider participation in sequential multi-faith civic 
events where there may be opportunities to read the Bible, speak about 
God’s grace in Christ or pray for people in need. However, out of 
concern for God’s glory and the good of our neighbour, we decline to 
participate in non-trinitarian interfaith worship.

24. That the Council for Public Affairs be encouraged to develop a formal 
relationship with Evangelical Alliance NI, possibly in a similar manner 
to the formal relationship that once existed between the former Board 
of Mission in Ireland and Evangelical Alliance (NI).

25. That the Church Relations Committee be asked to keep the issue of 
the Presbyterian Church in Ireland’s possible membership of World 
Reformed Fellowship on its agenda.

26. That during the ensuing year the Church Relations Committee consider 
further the Presbyterian Church in Ireland’s continued membership of 
the Council of European Churches and the Community of Protestant 
Churches in Europe, having received reports from PCI delegates to 
both General Assemblies, and report with recommendations to the 2019 
General Assembly.

27. That the Presbyterian Church in Ireland [one option to be selected]:
(a) should no longer accept invitations to the Moderator of the General 

Assembly, or any other formal delegation, to attend the General 
Assemblies of the Church of Scotland and the United Reformed 
Church and no longer issue invitations to those two denominations to 
attend the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland.

(b) should resume accepting invitations for the Moderator of the 
General Assembly to attend the General Assembly of the Church 
of Scotland and should continue to accept such invitations from the 
United Reformed Church.

The two options given for Resolution 27 were put to the House.

The majority of votes were in favour of Option (a)

On being put to the House, the substantive motion was declared passed.
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DISSENT
Dissent to the decision on Resolution 27 was recorded by the following:

Alan Boal
Stephen Boyle
John Brackenridge
Christina U Bradley
David Bruce 
Denis Campbell
Mabel Campbell
Purvis Campbell
S Jim Campbell
Brian Compston
Lindsay Conway
Monica Crawford
Muriel Cromie
Kenneth Crowe
Tony Davidson
Molly Deatherage
Aaron Ditty
John Dunlop
Annie Erwin
J Frazer
Helen Freeburn
June Pat Gamble
Morris Gault
Janice Glenn
Lynda Gould
Cecil W L Graham
TR Graham

Mark Gray
William Harkness
Brian Henderson
Philip Henderson
Richard Houston
Liz Hughes
John Hunter
Mary Hunter
David Brian Knox
Dario Leal
Robert A Liddle
Linda Little
Dennison Mahood
E Jean Mann
William Samuel Marrs
Patricia Mcbride
S Mccahon
Rosemary Mccall
Colin D Mcclure
Barry Mccroskery
Colin Mcdowell
Gareth Mcfadden
Derek J Mckelvey
Jeff Mcwatters
Cheryl Meban
Colin Megaw
Katherine P Meyer

Beverley Moore 
Susan Moore
Trevor Morrow
Annes Nel
Ken Newell
Wilfred J Orr
Roy Patton
Roger Purce
Alastair J Rankin
J Ronald Savage
D Cyril Scott
John Seawright
Alan Sleith
W Sloan 
Steven Smyrl
John Stanbridge
D Stanfield
Mairisine Stanfield
Angus Stewart
James Patton Taylor
Anne Tolland
Kathryn Viner
Donald J Watts
W Derek Weir
Frank Whale
JT Williamson
Janet Wilson 

Moved by the Very Rev Principal JS Carson, seconded by the Rev TD 
Gribben, and agreed:

28. That where there are areas in which the Presbyterian Church in Ireland 
and the Church of Scotland could collaborate together for the mutual 
benefit of both (through their respective Councils, Committees and 
Departments), then such collaboration should continue or could be 
considered.

DISSENT
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29. That future natural areas of collaboration with the United Reformed 
Church (through respective Councils, Committees and Departments), 
which would be for the mutual benefit of both denominations, could be 
considered.

Business lapsed on Standing Orders (see page 54)

The sederunt came to a close at 6.10pm, the Moderator leading in prayer.

On Wednesday evening, 6th June 2017, at 7.45pm, an evening Celebration 
with the theme ‘Building Relationships’ was led by the Moderator. 

__________________

SEVENTH SESSION

Thursday, 7th June, 2018 1.45pm

The Assembly again convened, the Moderator leading in prayer.

CTM ALTERNATIVE PRESENTATION

Equipping the Church for effective Ministry in the 21st Century
 The Council Convener, the Rev Nigel McCullough, opened the session. 

Particular areas of the Council’s work were highlighted as follows.
• Auxiliary Ministry Mrs Evelyn Boyd (Auxiliary Minister) and Rev 

Colin McKibbin (Minister of the four congregations where Mrs Boyd is 
commissioned to work) were interviewed by Mr Ossie McAuley about 
Auxiliary Ministry in Donegal.

• Conciliation A video clip about the Conciliation Service featuring Joe 
Campbell and an elder from Kilfennan was shown. Mrs Mary Potter 
interviewed the Rev Corrina Heron, who had recently received training 
and joined the Conciliation service. 

• Union Theological College The Principal, the Very Rev Dr Stafford 
Carson, introduced this section. A recently commissioned promotional 
video was shown and this was followed by an interview with Miss 
Rebecca Finlay, who is working towards a Queen’s University B.Th. 
degree at the College. Mrs Joanne Smith, Licensed Assistant, shared 
her thoughts on Licentiate Training with the Rev Andrew Faulkner, 
Convener of the Ministerial Studies and Development Committee. The 
Rev Dr Martyn Cowan, College Lecturer, gave detailed information 
about a new Master of Theology course which is soon to be made 
available.

CTM 
ALTERNATIVE 

PRESENTATION
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Mr McCullough made some concluding remarks, after which the Moderator 
thanked all the participants and closed the presentation in prayer at 2.45pm. 

The Assembly engaged in worship conducted by the Moderator and others. 
The Moderator invited the Rev Rico Tice to address the Assembly.

Intermission

Miss Helen Johnston (Mission Support Officer for Member Care) presented 
to the Assembly, and to the Moderator, Council for Global Mission personnel and 
candidates for overseas service. The Moderator led in prayer.

The Report of the COUNCIL FOR GLOBAL MISSION (Reports pp280-
313) was submitted by the Rev Dr SE Hughes.

Moved by the Rev Dr SE Hughes, seconded by the Rev WS Marrs, and 
agreed:

1. The General Assembly commend the Report on Climate Change by the 
Stewardship of Creation Panel and encourage congregations to consider 
how its conclusions might challenge lifestyle choices.

2. The General Assembly recognise the rich contribution to PCI of partner 
churches, agencies and institutions living and working in challenging 
situations and acknowledge the privilege and mutual benefit of sharing 
and standing in solidarity together.

3. That the General Assembly give thanks for the gracious and sustained 
generosity shown by congregations and members of PCI in supporting 
the World Development Appeal, and commend the 2018 Appeal to all 
congregations.

4. That the General Assembly acknowledge PCI’s commitment to share 
in the training of key leaders from PCI’s global mission partners and 
encourage PCI’s ministry students and ministers to explore sabbatical 
and other short-term opportunities that might prove envisioning for 
global mission engagement and a catalyst for congregational global 
mission involvement.

5. That the General Assembly give thanks to God for the dedicated service 
of PCI’s Global Mission Workers, both overseas and in sharing the story 
of God’s work with the Church at home, and encourage the Council for 
Global Mission and the Council for Congregational Life and Witness 
as they collaborate on the ‘Go Deep, Go Wide’ strategy for developing 
greater congregational involvement in global mission. 

6. That the Report of the Council for Global Mission be received. 

The sederunt came to a close at 5.35pm, the Moderator pronouncing the 
Benediction. 

COUNCIL 
FOR GLOBAL 
MISSION

Resolutions
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EIGHTH SESSION

Thursday, 7th June 2018 7.00pm

The Assembly again convened, the Moderator leading in prayer.

The Report of the COUNCIL FOR MISSION IN IRELAND (Reports 
pp314-354) was submitted by the Very Rev Dr Rev Dr FP Sellar. 

Moved by the Very Rev Dr FP Sellar, seconded by the Rev DJ Bruce, and 
agreed:

1. That the Report of the Home Mission Review Panel (Appendix 1) be 
received and its recommendations adopted.

2. That the Submission of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland to the 
Northern Health and Social Care Trust (Appendix 2) on the proposed 
introduction of a generic model of Chaplaincy be noted, and that the 
Healthcare, Prisons and Forces Chaplaincy Committee be encouraged 
to respond as appropriate to consultation requests from other Trusts and 
bodies making similar proposals.

3. That the Report of the Elmwood Avenue (Café Grace) Task Group 
(Appendix 3) be received, and its recommendations noted pending 
completion of relevant negotiations with all parties.

The Very Rev FP Sellar presented to the Assembly and the Moderator Forces 
Chaplains present in the House. At the invitation of the Moderator, the Chaplain 
of the Fleet (RN) addressed the House.

4. That the work of PCI chaplains in Healthcare, Prisons, the Forces, 
Universities and Colleges be commended to the Church for prayer, both 
privately and at services of worship.

Consolidated Resolution
5. (a) That the General Assembly affirm the work of the Council in support 

of Home Mission congregations and ministers, Irish Mission Workers 
and Deaconesses.

    (b) That the General Assembly affirm the valuable work of staff and 
volunteers in mission projects under the auspices of the Council, 
including South Belfast Friendship House, Nightlight and the 
International Meeting Point.

    (c) That the General Assembly affirm the work of the Strategy for Mission 
Committee in its proposals for the deployment of a Rural Chaplain, 
and encourage the work of the Belfast Conference in developing a 
vision for Presbyterian mission in the City for the future.

COUNCIL FOR 
MISSION IN 

IRELAND

Resolutions



50 MINUTES

6. That the Report of the Council for Mission in Ireland be received.

Section 4 of the Report of the GENERAL COUNCIL (Reports pp102-
113) along with resolutions 29-32 (Reports p146) was submitted by the Rev TJ 
Stothers.

Moved by the Rev TJ Stothers, seconded by the Rev NAL Cameron, and 
agreed:

31. That the General Assembly authorise the General Council to bring in 
any necessary guidelines and interim regulations (prior to changes to 
the Code at a subsequent Assembly) relating to the implementation of 
the General Data Protection Regulation at congregational, presbytery 
and General Assembly level.

32. That all presbyteries and General Assembly councils should note and 
act upon the following decisions of the General Council in relation to 
engagement:
(a) That each council should offer an orientation meeting with 

representatives from Presbytery.
(b) That once a year Clerks of Presbytery should meet together with the 

Clerk and Deputy Clerk of Assembly and with council convenors 
and secretaries to hear from each other and discuss possible 
priorities and events for the year(s) ahead.

(c) That presbyteries should seek every opportunity to work with 
councils in organising training and other events.

(d) That presbyteries should seek to organise their business in such a 
way as to allow SPACE for the five elements specified in the report 
of the Engagement and Consultations Task Group (see pages 104-
107) and that one presbytery be chosen by the Task Group to pilot 
this framework over the next year.

(e) That presbyteries should endeavour to be more proactive in their 
engagement with the Linkage Commission prior to and during 
vacancies.

33. That the General Assembly instruct all presbyteries to consider the 
proposal to merge the 19 Presbytery Education Boards and form one, 
or if necessary two, holding trustee bodies for those congregations in 
the General Assembly not wishing to appoint three or more individual 
voting members as named trustees to receive and hold their property, 
and report to the Convener of the Holding Trustee Task Group by 30th 
November 2018.

34. That Section 4 of the Report of the General Council be received.

GENERAL 
COUNCIL  
SECTION 4

Resolutions
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 OVERTURES: On the Books (Reports pp375-379) 
The resolutions as moved below, were tabled in the name of the Rev TD 

Gribben in the Supplementary Reports to the General Assembly, ppS16-S17.

A. General 
The Overtures anent Pars 35, 47(2)(f), 65(2) and 85(1) of the Code 

(Reports p375) were submitted by Rev TD Gribben.
 
Moved by Rev TD Gribben, seconded by Rev TJ Stothers, and agreed:
1. That the Overtures anent Pars 35, 47(2)(f), 65(2) and 85(1) of the Code, 

having lain on the books for one year, be enacted as the law of the 
Church.

B. Council for Congregational Life and Witness
The Overtures anent Pars 85(5)(6) and (7) of the Code (Reports pp375-

376) were submitted by Rev TD Gribben.
 
Moved by Rev TD Gribben, seconded by Rev TJ Stothers, and agreed:
1. That the Overtures anent Pars 85(5)(6) and (7) of the Code, having lain 

on the books for one year, be enacted as the law of the Church.

C. Council for Mission In Ireland
The Overture anent Par 36(f) of the Code (Reports p376) was submitted 

by Rev TD Gribben.
 
Moved by Rev TD Gribben, seconded by Rev TJ Stothers, and agreed:
1. That the Overture anent Par 36(f) of the Code, having lain on the books 

for one year, be enacted as the law of the Church.

D. Linkage Commission
The Overtures anent Pars 57(5) and 76(b) of the Code (Reports pp376-

377) were submitted by Rev TD Gribben.
 
Moved by Rev TD Gribben, seconded by Rev TJ Stothers, and agreed:
1. That the Overtures anent Pars 57(5) and 76(b) of the Code, having lain 

on the books for one year, be enacted as the law of the Church.

OVERTURES 
ON THE 
BOOKS

Overtures

Resolution

Overtures

Resolution

Overture

Resolution

Overtures

Resolution



52 MINUTES

E. Judicial Commission
Overtures relating to Membership of a Congregation
The Overtures anent Pars 39(1), 39(3), 41(1), 45 and 45 of the Code 

(Reports pp377-378) were submitted by Rev TD Gribben.
 
Moved by Rev TD Gribben, seconded by Rev TJ Stothers, and agreed:
1. That the Overtures anent Pars 39(1), 39(3), 41(1), 45 and 45 of the 

Code, having lain on the books for one year, be enacted as the law of 
the Church.

Overtures regarding Transfer of Congregational Property to an 
Associated Body

The Overtures anent Pars 53(a) and 57 of the Code (Reports pp378-379) 
were submitted by Rev TD Gribben.

 
Moved by Rev TD Gribben, seconded by Rev TJ Stothers, and agreed:
1. That the Overtures anent Pars 53(a) and 57 of the Code, having lain on 

the books for one year, be enacted as the law of the Church.

Overtures regarding the Right of Appeal in Cases of Employment 
Grievances

The Overtures anent Pars 38 and 75 of the Code (Reports p379) were 
submitted by Rev TD Gribben.

 
Moved by Rev TD Gribben, seconded by Rev TJ Stothers, and agreed:
1. That the Overtures anent Pars 38 and 75 of the Code, having lain on the 

books for one year, be enacted as the law of the Church.

OVERTURES: Ad-Hoc (Reports pp149-157) 
The resolutions as moved below, were tabled in the name of the Rev TD 

Gribben in the Supplementary Reports to the General Assembly, pS17.

A. General
The Overtures anent Pars 53, 57, 70(b), and 70(d), 273(5)(d)(iii), 

Chapter XV, Section IV, Pars 246-251, Pars 224(2)(a), 256(2), 260(g), 273(2), 
306(1), 146(1), 215(6), 258(c), 226, 318(3)(d) and Appendix 6 of the Code 
(Reports p149-155) were submitted by Rev TD Gribben.

 
Moved by Rev TD Gribben, seconded by Rev TJ Stothers, and agreed:
1. That the Overtures anent Pars 53, 57, 70(b), and 70(d) of the Code be 

received and placed on the books.

Overtures

Resolution

Overtures

Resolution

Overtures

Resolution
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2. That the Overtures anent Pars 53, 57, 70(b) and 70(d) of the Code be 
made Interim Acts.

3. That the Overtures anent Par 273(5)(d)(iii), Chapter XV, Section IV, 
Pars 246-251, Pars 224(2)(a), 256(2), 260(g), 273(2), 306(1), 146(1), 
215(6), 258(c), 226, 318(3)(d) and Appendix 6 of the Code be received 
and that, under Par 111 of the Code, they be made the rule of the Church.

B. Linkage Commission (Reports p155)
The Overture anent Par 273(5)(d)(v) of the Code (Reports p155) was 

submitted by Rev TD Gribben.
 
Moved by Rev TD Gribben, seconded by Rev TJ Stothers, and agreed:
1. That the Overture anent Par 273(5)(d)(v) of the Code be received and 

that, under Par 111 of the Code, it be made the rule of the Church.

C. Council for Congregational Life And Witness
The Overture anent Par 308 of the Code (Reports pp155-157) was 

submitted by Rev TD Gribben.
 
Moved by Rev TD Gribben, seconded by Rev TJ Stothers, and agreed:
1. That the Overture anent Par 308 of the Code be received and that, under 

Par 111 of the Code, it be made the rule of the Church.

The sederunt came to a close at 8.53pm, the Moderator pronouncing the 
Benediction. 

__________________

NINTH SESSION

Friday, 8th June, 2018 9.30pm

In Private

The Assembly again convened, the Moderator leading in prayer.

The Report of the JUDICIAL COMMISSION (Reports pp355-356) 
(together with the Judicial Commission Confidential Report Booklet) was 
submitted by the Rev Dr DJ McKelvey.

Overture

Resolution

Overture

Resolution

JUDICIAL 
COMMITTEE
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Moved by the Rev Dr DJ McKelvey, seconded by the Rev TD Gribben, and 
agreed:

1. That the Report of the Judicial Commission be received. 

The Report of the SPECIAL JUDICIAL COMMISSION (Reports p357) 
was submitted by the Rev Dr DJ McKelvey.

Moved by the Rev Dr DJ McKelvey, seconded by the Rev TD Gribben, and 
agreed:

1. That the Report of the Special Judicial Commission be received.

The Report of the COMMISSION ON APPLICATIONS (Reports p358) 
was submitted by the Rev TD Gribben. 

Moved by the Rev TD Gribben, seconded by the Rev TJ Stothers, and 
agreed:

1. That the Report of the Commission on Applications be received.

In Public 

GENERAL COUNCIL SECTION 3 – debate resumed (see page 47)

Moved by the Very Rev Principal JS Carson, seconded by the Rev TD 
Gribben:

30. That Section 3 of the Report of the General Council be received.

Moved as an amendment by the Rev CA Meban, seconded by Mr John 
Hunter:

30. That Section 3 of the Report of the General Council be received, with 
the exception of Appendix 2 of the Doctrine Committee Report, pages 
84-89.

On being put to the House, the amendment was declared lost.

On being put to the House, the original motion was declared passed.

Resolution

SPECIAL 
JUDICIAL 
COMMISSION

Resolution

COMMISSION 
ON 
APPLICATIONS

Resolution

Resolution
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DISSENT
Dissent to the decision on Resolution 30 was recorded by the following:

DISSENT

COUNCIL 
FOR SOCIAL 

WITNESS

GENERAL 
COUNCIL  

SECTION 5

Christina U Bradley
Morris Gault
Mark Gray
Brian Henderson
John Hunter
C Mary Hunter

David Brian Knox
Philip Mateer 
Rosemary Mccall
Katherine P Meyer
Susan Moore
Wilfred J Orr

Roger Purce
Alastair J Rankin
Anna Scott
Kirk Shilliday

Business lapsed on Standing Orders (see below)

Intermission

The Report of the COUNCIL FOR SOCIAL WITNESS (Reports pp359-
374) was submitted by Mr Lindsay Conway, OBE.

Moved by Mr Lindsay Conway, OBE, seconded by the Rev PE Dickinson, 
and agreed:

1. That the General Assembly give thanks to God for the opening of 
Trinity House, Garvagh and for the efficient transfer of the work and 
witness of Ard Cluan (Londonderry) and York House (Portrush).

2. That the General Assembly note the launch of the Adult Safeguarding 
Policy, Guidelines and Pocket Guide on 15th March 2018 and encourage 
congregations to use the resources and avail of appropriate training.

3. That the General Assembly, recognising the under provision of support 
services for those with a Learning Disability in the post-19 age group, 
encourage the Council for Social Witness as it explores this matter and, 
if appropriate, engages with the Department of Health in collaboration 
with the Council for Public Affairs.

4. That the report of the Council for Social Witness be received.

GENERAL COUNCIL SECTION 5 – lapsed item commenced (see above)

Section 5 of the Report of the GENERAL COUNCIL (Reports pp114-142) 
along with resolutions 33-38 (Reports pp146-148) was submitted by the Rev Dr 
JA Curry, together with the following Supplementary Report:
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AD-HOC BUSINESS
7. During the last year discussions have taken place to seek a resolution to 

what might be described as a small, but significant, anomaly in the current Code. 
This is to do with the wording of Par 226, relating to the provision whereby a 
Minister who is unable to remain in his/her charge to the normal retirement date 
may apply to be designated Minister Emeritus of the congregation(s) they are 
leaving. This enables the Minister to be a full member of Presbytery and General 
Assembly. Reference is made to these discussions in paragraph 7 on page 69 of 
the 2018 Reports.

8. The current provision of Par 226 of the Code relates to Ministers who 
‘voluntarily resign’ from their charge, and the Moderator’s Advisory Committee 
has outlined the process to be followed for such to be considered by the Assembly 
(see 2018 Reports pages 69 & 73). However the current wording of the Code 
does not make similar provision for a Minister who, near to retirement, is loosed 
from his/her charge and where there is no fault (e.g. under Code Par 318(3)(c)). 
An overture has therefore been drafted, and is included on page 154 of the 2018 
Reports, to enable the Assembly to consider amending the Code so that such 
Ministers may come within the scope of the provision made in Par 226.

9. The Presbytery of North Belfast, having been an advocate for such 
a change and having been made aware that the 2018 Assembly would be 
considering that change, has requested that the Rev Jack Drennan would be able 
to avail of this new provision, if of course the change to Par 226 is agreed by the 
Assembly. Mr Drennan was loosed from his charge, to facilitate a realignment of 
ministry, on 1st February 2016, becoming then a Minister without Charge. 

10. This request has been considered by the Moderator’s Advisory 
Committee, on the basis of the agreed guidelines, and the Committee is supportive 
of the request. A suitable resolution is appended, which will be competent only if 
the 2018 Assembly has earlier amended Par 226 through the overture referred to 
above.

Additional Resolution:
37(a). That, under Par 226(a) of the Code, the Rev JSB Drennan be enrolled 

as Minister Emeritus of the congregation of Crumlin Road, Belfast. 
TREVOR D GRIBBEN

Moved by the Rev Dr JA Curry, seconded by the TD Gribben and agreed:
35. That the following resignations be accepted (or noted) and appointments 

made:
(a) the resignation of the Rev WJ Henry as Convener of the Linkage 

Commission, that he be thanked for his services, and that Mr James 
Livingstone be appointed in his place. 

(b) the resignation of the Very Rev Dr HA Dunlop as Convener of the 
Union Theological College Management Committee, that he be 
thanked for his services, and that the Very Rev Dr IJ Patterson be 
appointed in his place.

Resolutions
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(c) the resignation of the Rev CW Megaw as Convener of the Specialist 
Services Committee, that he be thanked for his services, and that 
the Rev JP Stanbridge be appointed in his place.

(d) the resignation of the Rev Dr KP Meyer as Convener of the World 
Development Committee, that she be thanked for her services, and 
that the Rev FMA Forbes be appointed in her place.

(e) the resignation of the Very Rev Dr RL Craig as Convener of the 
General Council, that he be thanked for his services, and that the 
Very Rev Dr JNI McNeely be appointed in his place.

(f) the resignation of Mr John Hunter, CB, as Convener of the Support 
Services Committee, that he be thanked for his services, and that 
Mr David Thomson be appointed in his place.

(g) the resignation of the Rev DJ Irvine as Convener of the United 
Appeal Committee on 2nd February 2018 be noted, that he be 
thanked for his services, and that the Rev MR Catney be appointed 
in his place.

(h) the resignation of the Rev JN Seawright as Convener of the Older 
People’s Services Committee, that he be thanked for his services, 
and that the Rev JNE Reid be appointed in his place.

The Moderator paid tribute to those Conveners retiring at this Assembly, and 
received those present in the House. He then led in prayer.

36. That the nominations to the General Assembly Commissions, Councils 
and Committees (as tabled by the Nominations Committee) be 
approved.

37. That the General Assembly to approve that the term of service for 
Council and Committee members be four years from the Assembly of 
appointment, rather than for the remainder of a general four year term.

38. That in connection with Special Assemblies:
(a) That the suggestion of an interim, follow up event to the 2017 

Special Assembly should not be pursued.
(b) That in early 2021, a Task Group, comprised primarily of members 

of the Priorities Committee and the Council for Congregational 
Life and Witness, be formed to prayerfully discern if there is an 
emerging theme for a residential Special Assembly to be held in 
2024.

(c) That should such a theme obviously present itself to the Task Group, 
that a recommendation be brought to the 2021 General Assembly 
for a Special Assembly in August 2024 and suitable arrangements 
for delivery of such an event be set in place.

(d) That if such a theme does not obviously present itself to the Task 
Group, that no Special Assembly be held in 2024, but that the 
matter of future Special Assemblies, or alternatives, be considered 
by the General Council.

Resolutions
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39. That the General Assembly agree that the new structures for the Council 
for Congregational Life and Witness (see pages 136-142) become 
operative from the 2019 General Assembly.

Moved by the Rev NSR Lockhart, seconded by Mr Trevor Long, OBE, and 
agreed:

40. That, under Par 226(a) of the Code, the Rev JSB Drennan be enrolled 
as Minister Emeritus of the congregation of Crumlin Road, Belfast.

Moved by the Rev Dr JA Curry, seconded by the Rev TD Gribben and 
agreed:

41. That Section 5 of the Report of the General Council be received.

The Final Report of the GENERAL ASSEMBLY BUSINESS 
COMMITTEE, was submitted by the Rev TD Gribben as follows:

The Business Committee met on one occasion during the Assembly to 
license additional amendments and give advice to the Clerk on guidance to be 
given to the House in respect of an item of business.

Additional Resolutions
39. That the Clerk be given authority to make corrections to the Daily 

Minutes as and when required.
40. That the next General Assembly be held in Belfast on Monday, 3rd 

June, 2019.
41. That the Final Report of the General Assembly Business Committee be 

received.
TREVOR D GRIBBEN

Moved by the Rev TD Gribben seconded by the Very Rev Dr RA Patton 
and agreed:

42. That the Clerk be given authority to make corrections to the Daily 
Minutes as and when required.

43. That the next General Assembly be held in Belfast on Monday, 3rd 
June, 2019.

44. That the Final Report of the General Assembly Business Committee be 
received. 

GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY 
BUSINESS 
COMMITTEE

Resolutions
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CLOSE OF ASSEMBLY

The Moderator conducted a closing act of worship and thanked: his 
Chaplain, the Rev Robert McMullan; Miss Susan Hamilton, Mrs Jenny McClure, 
Mrs Denise Weir, and Mrs Alicia Knox of the General Secretary’s Department; 
Mr Ed Connolly (Presentations), the IT Staff and those responsible for the sound-
desk; Mr Mark Smith, the Press and Web Officer; Mr James McCormick and 
the staff in the Creative Production Department; all Assembly Buildings staff, 
thanking especially those who so willingly carried extra duties and hours this 
year because of our evening sessions; Mrs Daphne Patton (Accommodation 
Coordinator) and Mrs Phyllis Spence (Catering Coordinator); the Caterers – 
Four Seasons Catering; Mrs Pat Crossley (flower arrangements); the organists 
and other musicians; the ‘under 30s’ who were present and who contributed to 
debate; stewards of the Belfast City Mission and others; the timekeepers; the Rev 
Andrew Thompson (Arrangements Panel Convener); and the Clerk of Assembly 
and the Deputy Clerk.

Thereafter he declared the Assembly to be dissolved and convened the 
next Stated General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland to meet in 
Belfast, on Monday 3rd June, 2019.

The Moderator pronounced the Benediction.

The sederunt came to a close at 1.23pm.
  Attested by
  TREVOR D GRIBBEN

Clerk of Assembly
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CHANGES IN THE CODE 
2018

ASSEMBLY BUILDINGS, 
BELFAST, BT1 6DW 

AUGUST, 2018
The following changes have been made in the 1997 edition of the Code, which 
should be corrected accordingly.

Trevor D. Gribben 
Clerk of Assembly

Par 35 of the Code 
After Par 35(g) add a new paragraph as follows:

“(h) act as the employing body concerning all those in remunerated 
employment in the congregation.” (I.A. 2017, confirmed 2018)

Par 36(f) of the Code 
In Par 36(f) delete the words “auxiliary ministers, deaconesses and lay workers” 
and substitute the words “and auxiliary ministers”. (I.A. 2017, confirmed 2018)

Par 38 of the Code 
In Par 38 add the following new sub-paragraph (e): 

“(e) notwithstanding the provisions of sub-paragraph (d), not receive a 
petition of any member or adherent of a congregation who is or has 
been employed by a congregation under a contract of employment 
in respect of any grievance relating to such contract of employment 
where such grievance has been dealt with either under any grievance 
or disciplinary policy of that congregation relating to its employees, 
or following any reference of such grievance to a Civil Court or an 
Industrial Tribunal.” (I.A. 2017, confirmed 2018)

Par 39(1) of the Code 
Delete Par 39(1) and substitute the following in its place:

“(1) Baptism shall be administered to those who make a profession of 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and to the infant children of one or both 
believing parents. It shall be administered in all cases by a minister and, 
as far as possible, it shall be administered publicly. The Kirk Session 
shall keep a register of all baptisms in the congregation.” (I.A. 2017, 
confirmed 2018)
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Par 39(3) of the Code 
Delete Par 39(3) and substitute the following in its place:

“(3) The Kirk Session shall nurture and pastor all baptised persons in the 
congregation, not yet in full communion; and shall in due time seek 
to lead them to full confession of their faith by their partaking of the 
Lord’s Supper.” (I.A. 2017, confirmed 2018)

Par 41(1) of the Code 
Delete Par 41(1) and substitute the following in its place:

“(1) The Kirk Session shall keep a roll of Communicant Members, and shall 
revise it at least once every three years. The Session shall report that 
the revision has been completed to the Presbytery. A List of Adherents 
shall also be kept and regularly revised.” (I.A. 2017, confirmed 2018)

Par 45 of the Code 
Immediately prior to Par 45 delete the title “SECTION I – MEETINGS 
OF THE CONGREGATION” and substitute the title “SECTION 1(A) - 
MEMBERSHIP OF THE CONGREGATION”. (I.A. 2017, confirmed 2018)

Par 45 of the Code 
Immediately prior to Par 45 insert the following:

“44A (1) “Communicant Members” are all baptised persons who have 
been admitted to Communion on profession of their faith by the 
Kirk Session, together with all those who have been received 
by the Kirk Session by transfer from other congregations or 
churches. 

 (2) “Adherents” are all those who attend, contribute or claim 
connection with the congregation, but who are not Communicant 
Members.

 (3) “Voting Members” are Communicant Members who meet the 
qualifications for voting set out in Rules (see Pars 175-6).” 
(I.A.2017, confirmed 2018)

Par 45 of the Code 
In Par 45 add a new sub-paragraph (4) as follows:

“(4) Normally both Communicant Members and Adherents have the 
right to attend and speak at meetings of the congregation but only 
Communicant Members who are Voting Members may propose or 
second any resolution and vote thereon.” (I.A. 2017, confirmed 2018)

Par 47(2) of the Code 
Delete Par 47(2)(f) and substitute the following in its place:

“(f) subject to the provisions of Par 35(h), be responsible for appointing or 
dismissing the sexton or caretaker;”. (I.A. 2017, confirmed 2018)
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Par 53(a) of the Code 
Delete Par 53(a) and substitute the following in its place:

“(a) congregational trustees are or have been appointed to receive and hold 
the property of the congregation upon trust for the congregation and 
subject to its directions so far as those directions comply with the terms 
of such trust and with this Code save that, but subject to the provisions 
of paragraph 57(5), congregational property may be transferred 
to trustees (who shall be not less than three voting members of the 
congregation) for a separate body set up by, under the jurisdiction of, 
and accountable to the Kirk Session of the congregation; and”. (I.A. 
2017, confirmed 2018)

Par 53 of the Code
Delete Par 53 and substitute the following in its place:
“53. Appointment of Trustees and Declarations of Trust. Every congregation 
shall ensure that:

(a)  congregational trustees are or have been appointed to receive and hold 
the property of the congregation upon trust for the congregation and 
subject to its directions so far as those directions comply with the terms 
of such trust and with this Code save that, but subject to the provisions 
of paragraph 57(5), congregational property may be transferred to:

 (i) trustees (who shall be not less than three voting members of the 
congregation) for a separate body set up by, under the jurisdiction 
of, and accountable to the Kirk Session of the congregation; or

 (ii) to a company limited by guarantee of which the members and 
directors must at all times be members of the Kirk Session of the 
congregation and in respect of which the powers of appointing and 
removing directors shall at all times rest with the members of the 
Kirk Session of the congregation; and in either case.

(b)  the terms of such trust are set forth in a deed or deeds and, if drawn after 
the commencement of this Code, are in conformity with the provisions 
of the relevant rules.” (I.A. 2018) 

Par 57(5) of the Code 
Delete Par 57(5) and substitute the following in its place:

“(5) The site and plans of all new buildings proposed to be erected on 
congregational property and of all proposed demolition, structural 
alterations of or structural additions to existing buildings thereon 
(including all proposals and designs for memorials, windows, artificial 
lighting and for seating and furnishings requisite for public worship) 
shall be authorised, successively, by the congregation, the Presbytery 
and the Linkage Commission, and without such authorisations no 
such erection or alteration shall be undertaken or made.” (I.A. 2017, 
confirmed 2018)
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Par 57 of the Code 
In Par 57 insert the following new sub-paragraph (5) and renumber existing sub-
paragraphs (5)-(7):

“(5) Congregational property may not be transferred to trustees for a separate 
body pursuant to the saving in paragraph 53(a) except in accordance 
with Guidelines relating thereto from time to time set by the General 
Assembly and without the prior consent of both the Presbytery and the 
Moderator’s Advisory Committee.” (I.A. 2017, confirmed 2018)

Par 57 of the Code
Delete Pars 57(7) and (8) and substitute the following in their place:

(7)  In all situations where augmentation or incremental grant is being paid 
to the minister of a congregation the Presbytery shall consult with the 
Linkage Commission and obtain the Commission’s consent before 
authorising any project under sub-paragraph (6) above. 

(8)  Notice of the convening of a meeting of the congregation for the 
purpose of giving an approval required under sub-paragraphs (2) or (6) 
or paragraph 46(f) shall be given from the pulpit on the two Sundays 
immediately preceding the date of the meeting. (I.A. 2018)

Par 65(2) of the Code 
In Par 62(2) delete the words “at the pleasure of the court” and substitute the 
words “at the pleasure of the court, provided they remain under its jurisdiction”. 
(I.A. 2017, confirmed 2018)

Par 70(b) of the Code 
Delete Par 70(b) and substitute the following in its place:

“(b) hold consultations with, and visitations of, congregations. (See Pars 
246-247).” (I.A. 2018)

Par 70(d) of the Code
Delete Par 70(d) and substitute the following in its place:

“(d) act as charity trustees and be responsible for its compliance with the 
requirements of charities legislation in Northern Ireland and/ or the 
Republic of Ireland as appropriate, save that ministers or elders who 
come within paragraph 61(c) of this Code, for so long as they continue 
to serve in a role specified in that paragraph, shall not be required to 
act as charity trustees for the Presbytery but shall nevertheless remain 
members of the Presbytery.” (I.A. 2018)
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Par 75 of the Code 
In Par 75 add the following new sub-paragraph (e): 

“(e) notwithstanding the provisions of sub-paragraphs (c) and (d), not 
receive an appeal from, nor a petition of, any member or adherent of a 
congregation who is or has been employed by that congregation under 
a contract of employment in respect of any grievance relating to such 
contract of employment where such grievance has been dealt with 
either under any grievance or disciplinary policy of that congregation 
relating to its employees, or following any reference of such grievance 
to a Civil Court or an Industrial Tribunal.” (I.A. 2017, confirmed 2018)

Par 76(b) of the Code 
Delete Par 76(b) and substitute the following in its place:

“(b) subject to the provisions of paragraph Par 57(5) and (6) of the Code, 
examine and approve of the site and plans of all new Church buildings 
and of all permanent alterations or additions to Church buildings or 
property and of furnishings used in the conduct of public worship and 
of any demolition involved in such projects;”. (I.A. 2017, confirmed 
2018)

Par 85(1) of the Code 
In Par 85(1) delete the words “minister without charge or licentiate” and substitute 
the words “minister without charge, minister emeritus (released), or licentiate”. 
(I.A. 2017, confirmed 2018)

Par 85(5)(6) and (7) of the Code 
Delete Par 85(5)(6)and (7) and substitute the following in their place:

“(5) Where difficulty arises as to whether a marriage by the Church is 
advisable, the minister may consult with his Kirk Session or refer the 
matter to the Re-marriage Panel of the Pastoral Care Committee under 
the Council for Congregational Life and Witness before agreeing to 
celebrate the marriage. 

(6)  A minister should not join in marriage a member of the Church with 
one holding beliefs or having a Church membership incompatible 
with the Christian witness of the Protestant Reformation, until careful 
instruction has been given in the doctrines and obligations of our 
evangelical faith or until other conditions approved by the Re-marriage 
Panel have been observed. 

(7)  While this Church does not prohibit the marriage of a divorced person 
or persons, it is strongly recommended that a minister does not join 
in marriage a person who has been divorced, except in circumstances 
recognised by the Re-marriage Panel as justifying such action. In the 
case of a divorced minister wishing to remain in office after re-marriage 
the approval of Presbytery shall be obtained.” (I.A. 2017, confirmed 
2018)
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Par 146(1)(c) of the Code
In Par 146(c) delete the words “students for the ministry” and substitute the 
words “students for the ministry, candidates for the office of deaconess” in their 
place. (2018)

Par 215(6) of the Code
Delete Par 215(6) and renumber subsequent paragraphs. (2018)

Par 224(2)(a) of the Code
In Par 224(a) delete the word “special”. (2018)

Par 226 of the Code
Delete Par 226 and substitute the following in its place:

“226. (a) When a minister of a congregation or congregations, within five 
years of his or her normal retirement date, instead of retiring in 
the usual way either: 

 (i) voluntarily resigns the pastoral charge on account of old age, 
infirmity, sickness or other cause recognised as adequate by 
the Presbytery, and the resignation has been accepted by 
Presbytery; or 

 (ii) is loosed under the terms of Par 318(3)(c);   
that minister may, if the Presbytery so propose and the 
Assembly decide, be enrolled as Minister Emeritus of the 
congregation; and shall in virtue of such enrolment be a 
member of the superior courts of the Church. As such that 
minister shall continue under the jurisdiction of Presbytery 
and shall be subject to the provisions of these rules regarding 
the acceptance of paid appointments applying to ministers in 
active duty or ministers without charge. 

 (b) in either case there shall be no entitlement to a retiring allowance 
from Assembly funds, before qualifying normally, nor shall 
there be any entitlement to an allowance for a temporary period, 
unless where a special arrangement is made by the Linkage 
Commission after consultation with the Judicial Commission.” 
(2018)
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Chapter XV, Section IV, Pars 246-251
Delete the Chapter and Section heading and Pars 246-251 and substitute the 
following in their place:

“SECTION IV – CONSULTATIONS WITH AND VISITATIONS  
OF CONGREGATIONS 

246.  (1)  Each congregation, Church Extension charge and Church Plant 
shall engage in an official Consultation with Presbytery at least 
once in ten years. 

 (2) A consultation is a process by which Presbytery enquires into 
the life of a congregation in order to discover: 

 –  encouragements to celebrate, for the edification of the 
congregation and to inspire the rest of Presbytery; 

 –  challenges faced by the congregation, so that Kirk Session can 
be directed and equipped to deal with the most pressing issues; 

 –  any concerns that Kirk Session may be struggling to deal with, 
requiring the intervention of Presbytery.

 (3) Normally there should not be a consultation with a congregation 
until at least two years after the installation or induction of the 
lead minister. 

 (4) Resources and Guidance for consultations shall be authorised 
from time to time by the General Council. 

247. (1) A visitation of a congregation, Church Extension charge or 
Church Plant may also be held when the Presbytery considers it 
to be necessary. 

 (2) The purpose of a visitation of a congregation by Presbytery is to 
enquire into particular matters affecting the congregation. 

 (3) A visitation should normally be carried out by a commission of 
Presbytery, the membership to be chosen taking account of the 
nature of the circumstances. If necessary to achieve appropriate 
representation, communicant members from congregations 
within the bounds of the Presbytery may be added on a ‘sit and 
deliberate’ basis. 

 (4) The essential stages in visitation are: Notification, Inquiry, Finding 
and Report. The form the visitation takes will be determined by 
Presbytery according to the specific circumstances. Authorised 
consultation resources may be used after appropriate adaptation. 

 (5) Congregations shall be given formal notice by Presbytery of the 
intended visitation and the proposed procedures being followed. 
This shall be read to the congregation on a convenient Sunday, 
with an invitation to members to forward anything which they 
wish to bring to the Presbytery’s attention concerning the matters 
being inquired into. 
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 (6) With the Presbytery’s notice there shall be sent any appropriate 
documentation for completion by relevant parties and any 
request for documentation the Presbytery wishes to examine. 

 (7) As part of the inquiry, meetings may be held separately and 
privately with relevant parties. A public meeting or meetings 
open to all members of the congregation (including adherents) 
should also normally be held. Such meetings may include any 
of these elements: reports, questions, discussion. The Presbytery 
may also address the congregation on specific matters. 

 (8) Subsequent to the visitation the Presbytery shall reach an 
official finding. The finding shall first be read in private to any 
parties that the Presbytery deems appropriate. Unless there is 
an appeal, the finding as adopted shall be published by being 
read to the congregation on a convenient Sunday by a ministerial 
member of Presbytery, who shall also address the congregation 
as appropriate to the circumstances. If the visitation has been 
conducted by a commission, the reading of the finding should 
not be delayed to allow for reporting to Presbytery.

 (9) A minute of the procedure followed and the finding adopted 
shall be inserted in the Presbytery minute book; and a copy of 
the finding shall be furnished to the Kirk Session for retention in 
its minute book. 

 (10) Within twelve months after the visitation of a congregation, the 
Presbytery shall require the minister or representative elder to 
report on how far the instructions and/or recommendations of 
Presbytery have been carried out. 

 (11) In case of neglect to give effect to its instructions and/
or recommendations, or at the desire of the minister or 
representative elder, the Presbytery shall again send a member 
to address the congregation; or it shall take such other action as 
it sees fit. 

 248-251. (deleted)” (2018)

Par 256(2) of the Code
In Par 256(2) delete the words “visitation of” and substitute the words 
“consultation with” in their place. (2018)

Par 258(c) of the Code
Delete Par 258(c) and substitute the following in its place:

“(c) The Statistical Sheets when so completed shall: 
 (i) be presented to the Presbyteries at their stated meetings in April or 

May each year, to be examined and certified by them; and 
 (ii) when so certified, be forwarded by the Clerks of Presbyteries to 

the Financial Secretary, Assembly Buildings, not later than 10th 
May.” (2018)
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Par 260(g) of the Code
In Par 260(g) delete the word “visited” and substitute the words “consulted or 
visited” in its place. (2018)

Par 273(2) of the Code
In Par 273(2) delete the words “the visitation of” and substitute the words “a 
consultation with or visitation of” in their place. (2018)

Par 273(5)(d)(iii) of the Code 
In Par 273(5)(d)(iii) delete the words “sub-paragraph (5)(c)(ii)” and substitute 
the words “sub-paragraph (5)(d)(ii)” in their place. (2018)

Par 273(5)(d)(v) of the Code 
In Par 273(5)(d)(v) delete the words “twelve months” and substitute the words 
“twelve months from the date when notice of termination is given” in their place. 
(2018)

Par 306(1) of the Code
In Par 306(1) delete the word “visitations” and substitute the word “consultations” 
in its place. (2018)

Par 308 of the Code
Delete Par 308 and substitute the following in its place:

308.  (1) Name: The name of the organisation shall be Presbyterian 
Women, incorporating the former Presbyterian Women’s 
Association and the former Young Women’s Groups, and may 
also be referred to as PW.

 (2) Motto: The motto of Presbyterian Women shall be: Living for 
Jesus 

 (3) Mission Statement and Aims: 
  Presbyterian Women encourages women to become disciples of 

Christ.
  Presbyterian Women aims to highlight the need for – 

 (i) Love and unity 
 (ii) Obedience to God 
 (iii) Christian living and spiritual maturity 
 (iv) Service using gifts, time and money 
 (v) Local and global mission 
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 (4)  PW Groups: 
  Where possible a group shall be formed in each congregation 

to bring together women at a congregational level, encourage 
them to become disciples of Jesus Christ and work to fulfil the 
aims of Presbyterian Women. Each group shall operate under the 
authority of the Kirk Session. Stated meetings shall be held and 
membership shall be open to all women who accept the aims of 
Presbyterian Women. 

 (5) PW LINK (Living, Inspiring and Nurturing for the Kingdom): 
  There shall be in each Presbytery a PW Committee known as the 

PW LINK to bring together members of Presbyterian Women. 
  Constituent members: 
  Three members from each PW Group, at least one of whom 

should be an Office Bearer. Each member to serve for three 
years, unless: 

 (i) elected to serve on the PW Forum or the PW LINK 
Planning Committee Subgroup, or 

 (ii) appointed to represent Presbyterian Women at the General 
Assembly or Presbytery. 

  In these circumstances membership of the PW LINK should be 
extended until the additional responsibilities end. 

 (6) PW Forum: 
  There shall be a PW Forum to bring together PW LINK 

representatives at a central level. 
  The PW Forum shall be made up of: 

 (a) members of the PW Panel and its Subgroups; 
 (b) five representatives from each PW LINK:

  (i) the three serving PW LINK Office Bearers i.e. 
Chairperson, Secretary and Treasurer; and 

  (ii) two others from each PW LINK, appointed to attend for 
3 years.”

  Others may also be invited to attend, as appropriate. 
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 (7) PW Panel: 
  The decision-making body of the Organisation shall be a PW 

Panel under the Women’s Strategy and Coordination Committee 
(WSCC). 

  Constituent members: 
 (a) Council Convener, Council Secretary, Convener of WSCC, 

PW President, PW Home Vice President, PW Overseas 
Vice President; 

 (b) Two members drawn from the membership of the WSCC; 
 (c) Seven members drawn from a PW Volunteer Bank into 

which members’ names were submitted. 
  The Women’s Ministry and PW Development Officer, the PW 

Support Officer and the Moderator’s wife shall be invited to sit 
and deliberate. 

  Voting members will serve a maximum of four years and can 
serve two consecutive terms. 

 (8) Finance: The financial year of PW shall end on 31st December. 
A statement of income and expenditure shall be submitted to the 
Annual Meeting of Presbyterian Women. A report and statement 
of annual accounts shall be submitted to the PW Panel, the 
Council for Congregational Life and Witness, the General 
Assembly and, if appropriate, other relevant Councils. Each 
PW Group will receive a copy of an Annual Report including a 
Financial Supplement. (2018)

Par 318(3)(d) of the Code
Delete Par 318(3)(d) and substitute the following in its place:

“(3) (d) to make appropriate arrangements for the minister. In so acting, 
the Linkage Commission shall have power to make a special 
arrangement in accordance with the terms of Par 226(b).” (2018)

Appendix 6 of the Code
Delete Appendix 6, sub-paragraph C and substitute the following in its place:

“C: For a Meeting to Appoint new Trustees 
  Notice is hereby given that a meeting of the congregation of .............. 

will be held (as may be decided) on Sunday, the ........... of ............, 
in the Church immediately after the close of public worship, OR on 
.........., the .......... of .........., at the hour of .......... in ............... when 
an appointment of new trustees will be made by the members of the 
congregation duly qualified to vote at the election of the Minister; and 
that no person but a member of the congregation is eligible for such 
appointment to office, save that the Education Board of the Presbytery 
may be so appointed.” (2018)
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STATISTICS
OF THE

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN IRELAND

PUBLISHED BY ORDER OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

(b) Last year’s returns.
(c) Vacancy during whole or part year.
* Interim Session.
// Special arragements by Linkage Commission.
+ Church Extension Charge.
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ECCLESIASTICAL CHANGES, ETC

Reported by Presbyteries in -  2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

(Occurrences during the year)
Licensed 26 20 18 8 16 14 13
Ordained 7 10 20 25 10 15 16
Installed & Inducted 15 19 32 37 24 26 38
Resigned 11 11 18 11 15 17 21
Released – – 1 – – – 2
Loosed – – 1 2 3 3 –
Retired 13 9 12 12 9 12 14
Retired Ministers Released – – – – – 35 12
Died 16 4 15 4 13 13 13

(Totals under the care of Presbytery)
Students 49 49 47 49 38 24 18
Ministers without charge 26 32 32 31 37 40 36
Licentiates 65 60 47 41 46 40 35

FORM OF BEQUEST TO THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
______________

I HEREBY GIVE AND BEQUEATH TO THE General Secretary for the time 
being of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland, whose receipt for the same shall be 
a sufficient discharge, the sum of £…………… upon trust to be applied by such 
General Secretary toward the ………………………… (here state the Mission, 
Central Ministry, or other Fund, to be benefited) of the General Assembly; and 
I direct that the said legacy be paid out of my personal estate; and free from any 
deduction on account of any legacy duty, or other tax whatever.
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INDEX TO MINUTES AND STATISTICS

2018
Annual Meeting, 2019 59
Attendance, Roll of 2

Bequest, form of 119

Candidates accepted as Students  
for the Ordained Ministry 40
Church of Ireland General Synod  
(2018) 22
Close of Assembly 59
Code Changes 61
COMMISSION ON APPLICATIONS 54
Corresponding Members received 24
COUNCIL FOR CONGREGATIONAL 
LIFE AND WITNESS 37
COUNCIL FOR GLOBAL MISSION 48
COUNCIL FOR MISSION IN 
IRELAND 49
COUNCIL FOR PUBLIC AFFAIRS 32
COUNCIL FOR SOCIAL WITNESS 55
COUNCIL FOR TRAINING IN 
MINISTRY 39

Dealing with the Past 31
DISSENT
 General Council, Resolution 27   
   (Church of Scotland) 46
 General Council, Resolution 30  
   (Doctrine Committee) 54

Ecclesiastical Changes (Summary) 119
Eighth Amendment of the  
Constitution of Ireland 32
Equipping the Church for effective 
Ministry in the 21st Century (CTM) 47

Finance Panel (Support Services 
Committee) 26

General Assembly Business  
Committee 21, 58
GENERAL COUNCIL
 Section 1 26
 Section 2 42
 Section 3 44, 54
 Section 4 50
 Section 5 55
Guysmere Task Group 28

JUDICIAL COMMISSION 54

LINKAGE COMMISSION 36
Listening to the Global Church 41

MEMORIALS
Memorial of the Presbytery of Tyrone 44
Memorial of the Presbytery of 
Templepatrick 44

Memorial Record 28
Memorial Roll 25
Ministers without Charge 39
Moderator, Election of  
Rt. Rev. Dr. C.J.C. McMullen 21
Moderator’s Advisory Committee 42

OVERTURES
 ON THE BOOKS

Relating to the Church in general
35, 47(2)(f), 65(2), 85(1) 51

Council for Congregational Life  
and Witness

85(5)(6)and(7) 51
Council for Mission in Ireland

36(f) 51



122 MINUTES

Judicial Commission
Membership of a Congregation

39(1), 39(3), 41(1), 45, 45 52
Right of Appeal in Cases of Employment 
Grievances
38, 75 52

Transfer of Congregational Property 
to an Associated Body

53(a), 57 52

Linkage Commission
57(5), 76(b) 51

OVERTURES 
 AD-HOC

Relating to the Church in general
53, 57, 70(b), and 70(d), 273(5)(d)(iii), 
Chapter XV, Section IV, 246-251, 224(2)
(a), 256(2), 260(g), 273(2), 306(1), 
146(1), 215(6), 258(c), 226, 318(3)(d) 
and Appendix 6 52

Council for Congregational Life  
and Witness

308 53
Linkage Commission

273(5)(d)(v) 53

People Matter to God (CSW) 36
Presbytery Reports 23

Reception of Ministers and Licentiates 
Committee 39

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 25
SPECIAL JUDICIAL COMMISSION 54
SPUD 37

STATISTICS 73
 Presbyteries 74
 Ards 76
 Armagh 78
 Ballymena 80
 Belfast North 82
 Belfast South 84
 Belfast East 86
 Carrickfergus 88
 Coleraine and Limavady 90
 Derry and Donegal 92
 Down 96
 Dromore 98
 Dublin and Munster 100
 Iveagh 102 
 Monaghan 104
 Newry 106
 Omagh 108
 Route 112
 Templepatrick 114
 Tyrone 116

TRUSTEES OF THE PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH IN IRELAND 25

Wednesday Evening Celebration 47






