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BELFAST, 2009 Daily Minutes

MINUTES
OF THE

PROCEEDINGS
OF THE

General Assembly
OF THE

Presbyterian Church in Ireland
Held at Belfast, June, 2009

FIRST SESSION

Monday, 1st June, 2009 Seven o’clock. Evening

Within Church House

The Right Rev Dr W Donald Patton, Moderator of the General Assembly,
led in public worship and addressed those present before constituting the
Assembly with prayer.

The Memorial Roll of Ministers deceased was submitted by the Rev Dr
WTJ Richardson MBE, and the Assembly paid their customary tribute.

The Clerk announced that the names of 601 ministers being ex officio
members and 477 elders on whose behalf commissions had been received, had
been entered on the Roll of the Assembly together with 59 Assembly Elders,
Conveners and nominees of the Business Board. In addition 193 people in
various categories, not members of the court, have been invited to sit and
deliberate. There are also 19 Corresponding Members and Delegates from other
Churches.

1



BELFAST, 2009

The following Ministers and Ruling Elders were present at the Annual Meeting:-

BELFAST ASSEMBLY

1. ARDS PRESBYTERY

Ministers Ruling Elders Congregations

A.S. Cromie............................. ............................................. Lisnabreen, Bangor
H.D. McMorran....................... ............................................. Trinity, Bangor
J.McC. Auld ............................ ............................................. R.E. Teacher
Dr. J. Ross ............................... ............................................. High Street, Holywood
Dr. R. Sterritt........................... ............................................. Greenwell St., N’ards
N.J. Linkens............................. ............................................. Retired
D. Johnston.............................. ............................................. First Newtownards
Dr. W.P. Addley...................... ............................................. Theological Professor
W.T. Cordner ......................... Ms. A. Lang ........................ First Bangor
Dr. D.J. Watts.......................... +Mrs. E. Warden................. Clerk
Dr. D.R. Purce ......................... Miss E. Nixon ..................... Groomsport
................................................. N. Speers............................. Cloughey 
Dr. R.A. Russell ...................... A. Boyd............................... Ballywalter
Dr. S.N. Williams.................... +Mrs. J. Mann..................... Theological Professor
R.J. Montgomery..................... Miss P. Hassard .................. Trinity, Bangor
T.W.D. Johnston...................... G. Nesbitt ............................ Hamilton Rd., Bangor
R.A. Patton .............................. H. Morrison......................... Ballygilbert
S.A. Little ................................ J. Cole ................................. Shore Street, Donaghadee
C.W. Megaw ........................... Mrs. A. Kirk........................ Helen’s Bay
J. Campbell.............................. ............................................. First Newtownards
N.W. McAuley ........................ R. McCormick .................... Greenwell St, Newtownards
Helen S. Boyd ......................... T. Jenkins ............................ Millisle & Ballycopeland
D. Bradley ............................... ............................................. Ballycrochan
W.J. Carlisle ............................ R. Smylie ............................ Movilla
C.J.C. McMullen ..................... A. Ward............................... West Church, Bangor
W. G. Cameron ....................... L. McC. Dempster .............. Glastry
-do- .......................................... L. Finlay.............................. Kirkcubbin
J. M. Wade .............................. T. Kennedy.......................... Portavogie
R. Stirling ................................ ............................................. Conlig
Averil Stevenson ..................... ............................................. Kirkcubbin
Dr. W.J.A. Sleith ..................... R. Martin............................. Regent St., Newtownards
P.C. Lyle.................................. Mrs. H. Millar ..................... Ballyholme
................................................. +B. Knox............................. Mission Africa
A.M. Bates............................... J. Doherty............................ Scrabo
A.W. Carson............................ J. Black................................ Strean, Newtownards
G. Aitcheson............................ ............................................. Kilcooley, Bangor
R.J. Stevenson ......................... ............................................. Carrowdore & Ballyfrenis
M. Henderson .......................... ............................................. Army Chaplain
G.J. Kennedy ........................... J. McCormick...................... Ballygrainey
................................................. R. Carville........................... Lisnabreen
S. Henning............................... A. Warden........................... Ballyblack
Dr. M.J. Welsh ........................ N. Hamilton ........................ Greyabbey
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................................................. A. Dalzell ............................ First Donaghadee

................................................. L. Willoughby..................... St. Andrew’s, Bangor

2. ARMAGH PRESBYTERY

Ministers Ruling Elders Congregations

Dr. W.M. Craig ....................... ............................................. First Portadown
Dr. J. Thompson...................... ............................................. The Mall, Armagh
T.A. Moore.............................. ............................................. Hill Street, Lurgan
J. Gordon ................................. D. Coulter............................ Second Keady
-do- .......................................... D. Hopps ............................. Drumhillery
D.R. Byers ............................... ............................................. Cladymore
-do- .......................................... ............................................. Tassagh
C.G. Harris .............................. J.F. Sandford ....................... Ahorey
-do- .......................................... N.H. Cully........................... Clare
Dr. J.S. Carson ........................ G. Russell............................ First Portadown
A.D. Davidson......................... N. Boyd............................... First Armagh
Christina U.R. Bradley............ Mrs. M. Stirling .................. Armagh Road, Portadown
R.I.A. Allely ............................ A. Ince................................. Craigavon
-do- .......................................... J. Whittle............................. Vinecash
B. Ann McDonald ................... L. Hadden............................ Caledon
-do- .......................................... ............................................. Minterburn
J.W.P. McConnell ................... T. Arnold............................. Waringstown
E.P. Gamble............................. T.I. Adair............................. The Mall, Armagh
N. J. McCullough .................... K. Belshaw.......................... Hill Street, Lurgan
................................................. J. Megaw............................. Druminnis
................................................. W. Kelly.............................. Redrock
D.S. Henry............................... A. Brown............................. First Lurgan
P.L. McKelvey ........................ J. MacQueen ....................... Loughgall
-do- .......................................... J. Strain ............................... Tartaraghan
I Thompson ............................. R. Boyd ............................... First Keady
-do- .......................................... T.R. Geary........................... Armaghbrague
................................................. G. Diffin.............................. Knappagh
................................................. D. Riddell............................ Moy
................................................. N. Pogue.............................. Benburb

3. BALLYMENA PRESBYTERY

Ministers Ruling Elders Congregations

D. Alderdice ............................ ............................................. Wellington St., B’mena
W.J.A. Armstrong ................... ............................................. Second Broughshane
J.B. Mooney ............................ ............................................. Grange
G.A. Preston ............................ ............................................. Connor
Dr. R.E.H. Uprichard .............. H. Hamill ............................ Trinity, Ahoghill
Dr. J.M. Finlay ........................ J. Suitters............................. Harryville, Ballymena
D. Knowles.............................. N. Stevenson ....................... Grange with Craigmore
N.A. Brown ............................. R. Keys................................ Wellington St., Ballymena
J.J. Andrews ............................ J.R. Pope ............................. Ballee
W.F. Dickey ............................ F. McFarland....................... First Broughshane
A.A.P. Baxter .......................... J.H. Leitch........................... First Portglenone
B. McManus ............................ M. Simpson......................... Cloughwater
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J. G. Johnston .......................... ............................................. Carnlough/Cushendall
-do- .......................................... ............................................. Newtowncrommelin
A.L. Kirk ................................. J. Crabbe ............................. First Ahoghill
J.A. Beattie .............................. G. Stirling............................ Second Broughshane
................................................. Mrs. A. Erwin ..................... West Church, B’mena
W.B. Boyd............................... R. Carson ............................ Kells
-do- .......................................... J. Todd ................................ Eskylane
Dr. D.A. Murphy..................... E. Douglas........................... Cuningham Memorial,
Cullybackey
S.W.W. Neilly ......................... W.J. Kerr............................. Third Portglenone
K. McConnell .......................... W. Cairns ............................ Clough
W. Sinclair............................... ............................................. First Ballymena
N.A.L. Cameron ...................... G. Dawson .......................... High Kirk, Ballymena
N.G. McDowell ....................... ............................................. Chaplain to Forces
S.W. Dickinson ....................... ............................................. Glenarm
-do- .......................................... S. Hoey................................ Cairnalbana
M.J.R. Neilly ........................... N. Kennedy ......................... Buckna
R.M. Murray............................ D. Preston............................ Connor
J.C. Simms............................... N. Royle .............................. Rasharkin
W.J.A. Moody ......................... J. Petrie................................ Brookside, Ahoghill
K.W.J. Hanna .......................... ............................................. Glenwherry
C.K. McDowell ....................... ............................................. Killymurris
D.B. McCorriston.................... D. Fulton ............................. Ballyloughan
J.E. McDowell......................... ............................................. Wellington St., Assoc.
G. McFadden........................... +J. McClean........................ High Kirk, B’mena Assoc.
M.D. McNeely......................... A. Carton............................. Ballykeel

4. NORTH BELFAST PRESBYTERY

Ministers Ruling Elders Congregations

J.W. Neilly............................... ............................................. Immanuel
J.S. Dallas ................................ ............................................. Whiteabbey
Dr. J.B. Moore......................... ............................................. West Kirk
R. Allen ................................... ............................................. Rathcoole
Dr. J. Dunlop ........................... ............................................. Rosemary
Dr. R.J.T. McMullan ............... ............................................. Overseas Board Sec.
R. Harkness ............................. ............................................. Sinclair Seamen’s
W.McB. Campbell................... Miss D. Pinkerton ............... Shankill Road Mission
J.P. Taylor ............................... +G. Crooks.......................... Theological Professor
T.V. Patterson.......................... E. Beck................................ Immanuel
T.C. Wright ............................. R.A. McCallion................... Alexandra
J.N. Seawright ......................... Ms. T. Coffey...................... Abbey, Monkstown
................................................. Mrs. P. Hoey ....................... Woodvale
R.S. Hetherington.................... +H. Orr................................ Director of Min Studies
G.F. McKeown........................ G. Lunn ............................... Rathcoole
J.R. Dickinson ......................... K. McKinney ...................... Carnmoney
T.C. Morrison.......................... D. Phillips ........................... Eglinton
D.W. Brice............................... B. Marshall.......................... Glengormley
T.N. Hamilton ......................... ............................................. Ballysillan
I.D. Neish ................................ G. Weatherall ...................... Abbot’s Cross
W.A. Abernethy ...................... W. Chambers ...................... Sinclair Seamen’s
I.K. McDonald......................... ............................................. New Mossley
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S. Elizabeth Hughes ................ W. McDowell...................... Whitehouse
J.S.B. Drennan......................... F. Ashe ................................ Crumlin Road
Margaret L. Johnston .............. ............................................. Fortwilliam Park
P.G. McCrea............................ Ms. M. McGuigan............... Rosemary
T.D. Gribben ........................... +Miss J. Nelson .................. Deputy Clerk
Dr. Lesley E. Carroll ............... Miss M. Torrens.................. Fortwilliam & Macrory 
R.N. Agnew............................. R.A. Thompson................... West Kirk
B. McMillen ............................ W. McCreedy...................... Ballygomartin
D.H. Thompson ....................... +I. Ferris ............................. BMI Mission Dev. Officer
E.J. Hyndman .......................... A. Davidson ........................ Seaview
Cheryl A. Meban..................... +Mrs. M. Myers.................. Chaplain U.U. J’stown &
Belfast
A.V. Stewart ............................ E. Keers............................... Whiteabbey
N. Lockhart.............................. M. Lutton ............................ Ballyhenry
J.W.D. Rogers ......................... +J. Clarke ............................ Whiteabbey Assoc.
D.J. McIlwaine ........................ T. Cadden............................ Newington
D. Leal ..................................... ............................................. Church Planter (Cliftonville
Road)
................................................. E. Crawford......................... Nelson Memorial

5. SOUTH BELFAST PRESBYTERY

Ministers Ruling Elders Congregations

W.D.F. Marshall...................... ............................................. Windsor
I.S. McDowell ......................... ............................................. Christian Aid Secretary
Dr. R.N. Brown ....................... ............................................. Stranmillis Lecturer 
Dr. D.C. Irwin ......................... ............................................. McCracken Memorial
Dr. K.N.E. Newell................... ............................................. Fitzroy Avenue
J.A. Braithwaite....................... ............................................. Dunmurry
D.J. McKelvey......................... Mrs. Y. Elder ...................... Fisherwick
Dr. G.A. Grindle...................... ............................................. Kinghan Church
W.P.H. Erskine........................ Dr. J. Mowat ....................... Windsor
................................................. Dr. C. Walker...................... Malone
W.J. Orr ................................... Dr. J. McQuoid ................... Newtownbreda
Dr. M. Ruth Patterson ............. ............................................. Restoration Ministries
Dr. I. Hart ................................ A. Rodgers .......................... Gt. Victoria Street
W.I. Hull.................................. S. White .............................. Ulsterville
................................................. +O. McAuley ...................... Belfast Bible Col. Lec. 
A.R. Bill .................................. J. Francey ............................ Saintfield Road
J.T. Lamb................................. Mrs. H. Darragh.................. Townsend Street
Dr. R.M. Crooks...................... ............................................. Belvoir
B.R. Hughes ............................ +D. McCleery ..................... Chaplain City Hospital
................................................. +Miss R. Wilson ................. Chaplain R.V.H.
Dr. W.G. Campbell ................. +J. Bell ................................ Theological Professor
................................................. +Mrs. M. Jackson ............... Q.U.B. Chaplain & Dean of
Residence, Derryvolgie
R.J. Greer................................. D. McCarthy ....................... Richview
T.J. Wilson .............................. ............................................. Kilmakee
R.W. Love ............................... +B. Milligan........................ Taughmonagh (Ch. Ext.)
J.R. Burnett.............................. ............................................. Lowe Memorial (Finaghy)
J.A. Peacock ............................ +Mrs. P. Young .................. Youth Link NI
Dr. M.C.A. Gray ..................... Mrs. E. MacNeill ................ Cooke Centenary
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A.T. Wimberly ........................ Mrs. J. Halliday................... McCracken Memorial
................................................. W. Clark.............................. Ballycairn
................................................. Miss J.P. Gamble ................ Fitzroy Avenue

6. EAST BELFAST PRESBYTERY

Ministers Ruling Elders Congregations

J.M. Maddock.......................... ............................................. Carryduff
Dr. J.R. Savage........................ ............................................. Stormont
W.H. Peden ............................. ............................................. Megain Memorial
Dr. I.A. McKay ....................... S. Harbinson........................ Dundonald
Dr. H.A. Dunlop...................... P.J.M. Taggart..................... Knock
W. McKeown .......................... J. Ringland .......................... Ravenhill
K.A. McBride.......................... J. Compton .......................... Orangefield
Joan Scott ................................ ............................................. Missionary
G. Moffett................................ ............................................. Tullycarnet
Dr. A. Gibson .......................... +M. Smyth .......................... Theological Professor
J.N.I. McNeely ........................ D. Harley............................. First Holywood
P.P. Campbell .......................... ............................................. Belmont
Dr. D. Murphy......................... ............................................. First Ballymacarrett
R.D. Maxwell .......................... A. Hunter ............................ St. Andrew’s
F.P. Sellar ................................ A. Shott ............................... Bloomfield
W.S. Marrs .............................. +W.J. Cairns ....................... B.M.O. Secretary
J.H. McIntyre........................... T.D. Mahood....................... Cregagh
A.C. Rankin............................. J. Irvine ............................... Stormont
R. Hornby ................................ ............................................. Mersey Street
M.R. Burnside ......................... W. Moore ............................ Castlereagh
N.S. Harrison........................... N. Eves................................ High Street, Holywood
S.P. Moore............................... G. Kerr ................................ Gilnahirk
R.J. Beggs................................ J. Gordon............................. McQuiston Mem.
J.R. Lambe............................... D.F. Kennedy...................... Mountpottinger
................................................. R. Simpson.......................... Granshaw
D. Rankin ................................ J.H. Black............................ Strand
M. Gibson................................ ............................................. Westbourne
C. Burcombe............................ Miss M. Benson .................. Mersey Street
P.G. McDowell........................ Ms. L. Wasson .................... Garnerville
................................................. S. Mills................................ Kirkpatrick Mem.
C.W.P. Kennedy...................... +J. Cardoo........................... Knock Assoc.
................................................. T Coard ............................... Christ Church

7. CARRICKFERGUS PRESBYTERY

Ministers Ruling Elders Congregations

Dr. R.V.A. Lynas .................... ............................................. Gardenmore
D. Armstrong........................... ............................................. Greenisland
R.W.C. Clements..................... ............................................. Joymount
S.S. McFarland........................ ............................................. First Carrickfergus
W.J. Johnstone......................... A.R. Doole .......................... Craigy Hill
R. Vallely ................................ ............................................. Ballylinney
M.S. Gault ............................... Ms. O. Finlay ...................... Downshire, Carrickfergus
T.J. Stothers............................. B. Smyth ............................. Greenisland
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R.J.A. Bell ............................... M. Fisher............................. Ballyclare
D. Chapman............................. ............................................. Second Islandmagee
................................................. J. McKay............................. Woodlands
R.J. McCullough ..................... ............................................. Loughmorne
-do- .......................................... ............................................. Woodburn
T.R. Graham............................ ............................................. Joymount
Dr. C.D. McClure.................... N. Carmichael ..................... First Larne
Gabrielle Farquhar................... Ms. J. McConnell................ Ballycarry
Anne E. Tolland ...................... J. Robinson.......................... Cairncastle
R.I. Carton ............................... Ms. C. Cubitt....................... Whitehead
Karen Campbell....................... R. Nelson ............................ First Islandmagee
Heather M. Rendell ................. ............................................. Chaplain to Forces
................................................. R. Wallace........................... Ballynure
................................................. I. Thompson ........................ Gardenmore

8. COLERAINE & LIMAVADY PRESBYTERY

Ministers Ruling Elders Congregations

Dr. B. Kingsmore .................... ............................................. Evangelism Promoter
R.J. Wilson .............................. ............................................. Portstewart
Dr. W.W. Porter ...................... ............................................. Moneydig
Dr. D.H. Allen ......................... ............................................. New Row, Coleraine
F. Russell ................................. ............................................. Castlerock
Dr. J. Frazer............................. ............................................. Ballywillan
V. Whyte ................................. ............................................. Macosquin
Dr. R.N. Gordon...................... ............................................. Missionary
J. Clarke................................... ............................................. Balteagh; Bovevagh
A.McM. Kerr........................... ............................................. Aghadowey; Crossgar
R.J. Lester................................ ............................................. Ringsend
T.V. Mawhinney ..................... ............................................. Second Limavady; Myroe
Dr. D. Clarke ........................... G. Scott ............................... Terrace Row, Coleraine
N. Ward ................................... S.G. Warnock...................... Banagher
G.D. Simpson .......................... ............................................. First Limavady; Magilligan
W.I. Hunter.............................. ............................................. Ballywatt
T.S. Lindsay ............................ ............................................. First Garvagh
D.S. Irwin ................................ ............................................. Drumachose; Derramore
J.A. McCaughan...................... ............................................. First Dunboe
T.J. McCormick....................... W. Dinsmore....................... First Kilrea
J.A. Kirkpatrick ....................... A. Warke............................. Portrush
................................................. J.A. Cassells........................ First Coleraine
R. Kelly ................................... ............................................. Main St., Garvagh
-do- .......................................... ............................................. Killaig
R.S. McMullan ........................ Mrs. R. Cochrane................ New Row, Coleraine
Dr. C. Glass ............................. ............................................. Dungiven
-do- .......................................... ............................................. Largy
Dr. R.A. Kane.......................... Miss M. Wilson .................. Aghadowey
-do- .......................................... ............................................. Crossgar
J.A. Noble................................ W. Robinson ....................... Balteagh
-do- .......................................... ............................................. Bovevagh
Dr. S.D.H. Williamson............ A. Mark............................... Ballywillan
T.J. Laverty ............................. ............................................. Portstewart
C.J. Aitcheson ......................... A. Doherty .......................... Castlerock
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J.G. Jones................................. ............................................. Second Limavady
-do- .......................................... K. Garrett ............................ Myroe
R.D. Gregg .............................. J. Henderson........................ Burnside
S.A. McCracken ...................... S. Alexander........................ Drumachose
-do- .......................................... C. Boyd ............................... Derramore
M.E. Donald ............................ M. Campbell ....................... First Garvagh
A. McConnell .......................... O. Murphy........................... First Limavady
-do- .......................................... ............................................. Magilligan

9. DERRY & DONEGAL PRESBYTERY

Ministers Ruling Elders Congregations

S.J. Gray .................................. ............................................. Faughanvale; Gortnessy
J.M. Cathcart ........................... ............................................. Waterside; Fahan
Dr. J. Fell................................. Mrs. R. Millar ..................... Ebrington
-do- .......................................... ............................................. Inch
................................................. R. Lyttle .............................. Dunfanaghy
D. Hillen .................................. J.C. Robb............................. Magheramason
G.P. Young.............................. ............................................. Moville
-do- .......................................... ............................................. Greenbank
................................................. J. Reid ................................. Second Derry (Strand &
Buncrana) 
................................................. J. Buchanan......................... Burt
S.J. Hanna................................ W. McClay.......................... Glendermott
R.L. Craig................................ Mrs. M. McCloskey............ Kilfennan
Dr. David Latimer ................... ............................................. First Derry & Claremont
-do- .......................................... ............................................. Monreagh
Dr. S.R. Jones.......................... T. Allen ............................... Donemana
D.A. Edgar............................... ............................................. Chaplain R.A.F.
B. Brown ................................. ............................................. Raphoe & Ballindrait
Elinor Henning ........................ ............................................. Donoughmore; Stranorlar
J.L. Blair .................................. T. Evans .............................. Faughanvale
D.J. Hutchinson ....................... ............................................. Leckpatrick
S. Stewart ................................ +E. Boreland ....................... School Chaplain
A.J.A. Rosborough .................. K. McLean .......................... Ballyarnett
-do- .......................................... D. Smith .............................. Knowhead
W.A. McCully ......................... Mrs. M. Smyth.................... Letterkenny
-do- .......................................... ............................................. Trenta
T.D. Hagan .............................. T. Campbell ........................ Carndonagh
-do- .......................................... Ms. B. Smyth ...................... Malin
S.J. Richmond ......................... ............................................. Donegal
W.H. Higgins........................... ............................................. Cumber
-do- .......................................... J. McFarland ....................... Upper Cumber
K.A. Jones ............................... D. McClay........................... Waterside
-do- .......................................... M. Ferguson ........................ Fahan
A.C. Wilson............................. ............................................. Ballykelly
Amanda Best ........................... D. Armour........................... Ramelton
-do- .......................................... ............................................. Kilmacrennan
D.M. Shaw............................... J. Shiels ............................... Strabane
N.D. Craig ............................... ............................................. Ray
-do- .......................................... R. Crockett .......................... Newtowncunningham
................................................. J. Moody ............................. St. Johnston
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................................................. M. Lyttle ............................. Donoughmore

10. DOWN PRESBYTERY

Ministers Ruling Elders Congregations

Dr. W.J. Patterson ................... ............................................. Killinchy
W.N. Duncan........................... ............................................. Missionary
S.R. Conkey............................. ............................................. Raffrey
T.I. Harte ................................. ............................................. Trinity, Boardmills
T.W. Gordon ........................... Ms. D. Brown ..................... First Comber
................................................. S. Laidlaw ........................... Second Saintfield
................................................. B. Redhead.......................... Downpatrick
................................................. D. Hunter ............................ Ardglass
R.McM. Mackay ..................... G. Ball ................................. Second Comber
A.S. Smyth .............................. F. Wilson............................. Carryduff
B.A. Small ............................... W. Jackson .......................... Raffrey
Dr. A.F. Nel............................. B. McGibbon ...................... Killinchy
D. Stanfield.............................. ............................................. Youth Link NI
Mairisine Stanfield .................. Dr. T. Morrow..................... First Ballynahinch
Dr. B.C.G. Black ..................... J. Hanna .............................. Ballygowan
R.J. Hyndman.......................... G. Massey ........................... First Saintfield
D.J. Hyndman.......................... ............................................. Spa
-do- .......................................... ............................................. Magherahamlet
A.A. Cole................................. ............................................. Kilmore
R.I. Abraham ........................... ............................................. Lissara
M.M. Stewart........................... W. Keown ........................... Clough
-do- .......................................... ............................................. Seaforde
S.A. Woodburn........................ H. Pickering ........................ Edengrove
................................................. H. Marshall ......................... Second Killyleagh
................................................. C. McCormick .................... First Killyleagh

11. DROMORE PRESBYTERY

Ministers Ruling Elders Congregations

T.A.N. Parker .......................... ............................................. Maze
K. Smyth.................................. ............................................. Drumbo
Dr. H. Cromie.......................... ............................................. Railway Street, Lisburn
W.H. Gray ............................... ............................................. Harmony Hill, Lambeg
Dr. D.M. Scott ......................... ............................................. St. Columba’s, Lisburn
Dr. R.J.G. Gray ....................... ............................................. First Lisburn
D. McConaghy ........................ ............................................. Cargycreevy & Loughaghery
Dr. S. Hutchinson.................... ............................................. Clerk of Assembly
W.J. Keefe ............................... K. Irvine .............................. Sloan Street, Lisburn
Dr. R.S. Tosh........................... +A. Maxwell ....................... B.B.C.
Dr. W.T.J. Richardson............. ............................................. Hillhall
R. Lockhart.............................. ............................................. Elmwood
D.C. Porter............................... H. Chambers ....................... Second Dromara
J.I. Davey................................. Mrs. A. Truesdale ............... Hillsborough
D.B. Knox ............................... Miss N. Kirkwood .............. Harmony Hill, Lambeg
G.B.S. Gibson.......................... R. Thompson....................... Railway St. Lisburn
J. Brackenridge........................ T. Kinkead .......................... First Lisburn
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D.J. Bruce................................ +Miss E. McConnell........... B.M.I. Secretary
A.S. Thompson........................ ............................................. First Dromara
D.H. Gilpin.............................. J. Logan............................... Moira
A.K. Duddy ............................. R. Patterson......................... First Dromore
J.G. Trueman ........................... ............................................. Banbridge Road, Dromore
R.A. McLernon ....................... J. Douglas............................ Drumbo
W.J. Todd ................................ Ms. M. Ferguson................. St. Columba’s, Lisburn
W.J. Henry............................... ............................................. Maze
-do- .......................................... ............................................. Ballinderry
R.A. Liddle .............................. J. Rodgers............................ Legacurry
R.D. Cameron.......................... +J. Topping ......................... Prison Chaplain
G.W.M. Glasgow .................... ............................................. Drumlough
-do- .......................................... ............................................. Anahilt
A.J. Thompson ........................ ............................................. Elmwood
................................................. W. Anderson ....................... Magheragall
P. Jamieson.............................. J. Connor............................. Hillhall
L.A. Patterson.......................... ............................................. Cargycreevy
-do- .......................................... ............................................. Loughaghery

12. DUBLIN & MUNSTER PRESBYTERY

Ministers Ruling Elders Congregations

A.V. Martin ............................. ............................................. Abbey
J. Mann .................................... ............................................. Ballina; Killala, Ballymote
C. McCurdy............................. ............................................. Drogheda & Ervey
R. Cobain................................. ............................................. Galway & Ballinasloe
G.D. Campbell......................... A. White.............................. St. Andrew’s, Blackrock
-do- .......................................... ............................................. Bray
Dr. T.W.J. Morrow.................. ............................................. Lucan
J.G. Faris ................................. ............................................. Trinity, Cork
-do- .......................................... ............................................. Aghada
J.D. Woodside ......................... B. McIlreavy ....................... Drogheda
Katherine P. Meyer ................. S. Ffeary-Smyrl................... Christ Church, Sandymount
................................................. Ms. J. Cowle ....................... Christ Church, Rathgar
S.W. Rea.................................. ............................................. Enniscorthy
-do- .......................................... ............................................. Wexford
Dr. D.K. McCrory ................... ............................................. Maynooth
D.T. Moore.............................. ............................................. Kilkenny
Dr. S. Mawhinney ................... G. McCullagh...................... Adelaide Road
A.J. Boal .................................. ............................................. Abbey Church
D.J. Montgomery..................... A. Foster.............................. Greystones
Lorraine Kennedy-Ritchie....... .................Clontarf & Scots
C.J. Gamble ............................. ............................................. Athy
-do- .......................................... ............................................. Naas
S.J. Lockington........................ *Ms. J. Binnie ..................... Corboy
-do- .......................................... ............................................. Mullingar
W.J. Hayes............................... ............................................. Mountmellick
-do- .......................................... ............................................. Tullamore
M.R.J. Anderson...................... ............................................. Arklow
................................................. R. Speer............................... Christ Church, Limerick
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13. IVEAGH PRESBYTERY

Ministers Ruling Elders Congregations

A. Clarke ................................. ............................................. Glascar; Donaghmore
T.J. Hagan ............................... ............................................. Donacloney
Dr. S.A. Matthews................... ............................................. Bannside
W.H. Sanderson....................... ............................................. Ballydown; Katesbridge
J. Briggs................................... ............................................. Scarva Street, Banbridge
I.J. Patterson ............................ Mrs. B. Berner .................... Newcastle
W.L. Orr .................................. ............................................. Glascar; Donaghmore
W.A. Watson ........................... ............................................. Scarva St., Banbridge
H.S.W. Cubitt .......................... ............................................. Second & Third Rathfriland
M.G. McClelland..................... H. Smyth ............................. Tandragee
R.A. Moffett ............................ I. Williams .......................... Donacloney
G.E. Best ................................. D. Nesbitt ............................ Newmills
Patricia A. McBride ................ ............................................. Loughbrickland
-do- .......................................... J. Patton............................... Scarva
D.S. Mackay............................ W. Adams ........................... Magherally
W.B. Martin............................. ............................................. Garvaghy
-do- .......................................... ............................................. Anaghlone
D.J.M. Boyle ........................... ............................................. Clonduff
-do- .......................................... ............................................. Hilltown
P.D. Thompson........................ M. Annett ............................ First Rathfriland
................................................. W. Allen.............................. Gilford
M.N. Davidson ........................ S.J. Dickson ........................ Drumgooland
-do- .......................................... T. Redmond ........................ Kilkinamurry
P. McCullough ........................ S. Martin ............................. Ballyroney
-do- .......................................... E. Truesdale ........................ Drumlee
................................................. W.J. Ferguson ..................... Bannside
................................................. J. Waddell ........................... Glascar
................................................. D. Harte............................... Leitrim

14. MONAGHAN PRESBYTERY

Ministers Ruling Elders Congregations

Dr. R.B. Savage....................... ............................................. Kells
-do- .......................................... ............................................. Ervey
S.G. Anketell ........................... J. Stewart............................. First Bailieborough
-do- .......................................... Dr. A. Hunter ...................... Corraneary 
-do- .......................................... B. Coote .............................. Trinity, Bailieborough 
G.A. Mitchell........................... ............................................. Sligo
-do- .......................................... ............................................. Boyle
N.S. Millen .............................. ............................................. Dundalk & Castlebellingham
-do- .......................................... ............................................. Carlingford
Dr. G. Jean Mackarel .............. K. Fleming .......................... Drumkeeran
-do- .......................................... ............................................. Killeshandra
-do- .......................................... Mrs. D. Allison ................... Cavan
-do- .......................................... ............................................. Bellasis
J. Rushton ................................ ............................................. Drum
-do- .......................................... ............................................. Cootehill
-do- .......................................... ............................................. Kilmount
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Florence Taylor ....................... ............................................. First Bailieborough;
Corraneary; Trinity, Bailieborough
D. Reyes-Martin ...................... R. Gillanders ....................... Ballyalbany
-do- .......................................... ............................................. Glennan
T. Morgan................................ B. Vance.............................. Clones
-do- .......................................... E. Mackarel......................... Stonebridge
-do- .......................................... ............................................. Ballyhobridge
-do- .......................................... G. McConkey...................... Newbliss
W.J.A. Buchanan..................... R. Hanna ............................. First Ballybay
-do- .......................................... A. Brown............................. Second Ballybay
-do- .......................................... L. Forster............................. Rockcorry
-do- .......................................... D. McCollom ...................... Drumkeen
................................................. A. Oliver ............................. First Castleblayney
................................................. *Mrs. D Holmes-Greer ....... Corvally

15. NEWRY PRESBYTERY

Ministers Ruling Elders Congregations

D.C. Scott ................................ ............................................. Cremore; Tyrone’s Ditches
Dr. D.J. McGaughey ............... ............................................. Mourne
D.J. Temple ............................. G. Rea ................................. Warrenpoint 
-do- .......................................... ............................................. Rostrevor
S.A. Finlay............................... H. McKnight ....................... Annalong
Dr. M.A. Barry ........................ S. Bond................................ First Newry
F.J. Gibson............................... J.H. Henning ....................... First Drumbanagher; J’pass
-do- .......................................... R. Hamilton......................... Kingsmills
W.T. Bingham ......................... W. Grills.............................. Mourne
B.A.H. Wilson......................... J. Copeland.......................... Second N’hamilton
-do- .......................................... C. Feely............................... Creggan
S.S. Johnston ........................... G. McCullough ................... Kilkeel
R.K. Graham ........................... A. Smyth ............................. Clarkesbridge & First
................................................. ............................................. Newtownhamilton
-do- .......................................... ............................................. Garmany’s Grove
-do- .......................................... ............................................. McKelvey’s Grove
J.K.A. McIntyre....................... S. Paul ................................. Bessbrook
-do- .......................................... ............................................. Tyrone’s Ditches
B.D. Colvin ............................. A. Black .............................. Downshire Rd., Newry
D.B. Murphy ........................... N. McCrum ......................... Brookvale
-do- .......................................... S.D. Wright ......................... Ryans
N.J.E. Reid .............................. G. Hamilton ........................ Tullyallen
-do- .......................................... J. Kernaghan ....................... Mountnorris
................................................. R. Donaghy ......................... First, Second Markethill
................................................. B. Reaney............................ Poyntzpass

16. OMAGH PRESBYTERY

Ministers Ruling Elders Congregations

R.S.K. Neill ............................. ............................................. First Castlederg; Killeter
J.L. Casement .......................... ............................................. Sixmilecross
Dr. J.W. Lockington................ ............................................. Clogherney
J.F. Murdoch ........................... Dr. C. Russell...................... First Omagh
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J.T. Williamson ....................... T. Henderson....................... Urney
-do- .......................................... ............................................. Sion
N.R. McCormick ..................... ............................................. Ballygawley; Ballyreagh
R. Herron................................. Ms. G. Cuthbertson............. Trinity, Omagh
-do- .......................................... H. Moore............................. Gillygooley
W.D. Cupples .......................... ............................................. Enniskillen
R.B. Thompson ....................... ............................................. Badoney; Corrick
-do- .......................................... ............................................. Glenelly
C.F.D. Clements ...................... T. Laird ............................... Irvinestown
-do- .......................................... ............................................. Pettigo
-do- .......................................... Mrs. C. Trimble .................. Tempo
I. McClean............................... ............................................. Ballygawley
-do- .......................................... T. McDaniel ........................ Ballyreagh
J.H. Hanson ............................. ............................................. Dromore
-do- .......................................... ............................................. Drumquin
H.J. Honeyford ........................ D. Thompson ...................... Second Castlederg
-do- .......................................... N. Roulston ......................... Alt
A. Gordon................................ W. Liggett ........................... Fintona
-do- .......................................... ............................................. Ballynahatty & Creevan
D.W. Reid................................ ............................................. Ardstraw
-do- .......................................... ............................................. Douglas
R. A. Campbell........................ D. Boyd............................... Clogher
-do- .......................................... R. Mulligan ......................... Glenhoy
C.I. Dickson............................. Dr. C. McKibbin ................. Cavanaleck
-do- .......................................... J. Hogg ................................ Aughentaine
K. Nelson................................. ............................................. Mountjoy
-do- .......................................... ............................................. Drumlegagh
................................................. Miss I. Anderson................. Newtownbutler
................................................. R. Kidd................................ Sixmilecross
................................................. J.A. Patterson ...................... Seskinore
................................................. H. Gilmour .......................... Edenderry
................................................. Dr. C. Givan........................ Aughnacloy
................................................. D. Allen............................... Ballymagrane
................................................. R. Jack................................. Newtownstewart
................................................. J.A. Emery .......................... First Castlederg
................................................. K. Clements ........................ Clougherney

17. ROUTE PRESBYTERY

Ministers Ruling Elders Congregations

Dr. A.W.G. Brown .................. ............................................. Ballycastle
Dr. R.F.S. Poots....................... ............................................. Deputy Clerk
J.T. Magowan.......................... M. Morrison ........................ St. James’s, Ballymoney
Dr. J.A. Thompson .................. ............................................. Dervock
D.I.J. McNie ............................ J. McIlfatrick....................... Trinity, Ballymoney
M. Barr .................................... ............................................. Ballyweaney
N. McClean ............................. ............................................. First Kilraughts
D. Bannerman.......................... ............................................. Toberkeigh
H.W. Mullan............................ B. Blair................................ Drumreagh
-do- .......................................... ............................................. Dromore
S.T. Carson.............................. ............................................. Dunluce
K.D.W. Crowe......................... J.J. Wasson.......................... Bushvale
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N.E. Dorrans............................ Miss E. McCaughan............ Ballycastle
-do- .......................................... ............................................. Croaghmore
................................................. J. Sayers .............................. Dunloy
R.W. Gaston ............................ Dr. E. Henderson ................ Finvoy
K. Henderson........................... R. McLernon....................... Ballyweaney
Dr. P.B. Wilson ....................... ............................................. Bushmills

18. TEMPLEPATRICK PRESBYTERY

Ministers Ruling Elders Congregations

W.D. Weir ............................... ............................................. Killead; Loanends
Dr. S.J. Dixon.......................... ............................................. First Antrim
W.J. Sleith ............................... ............................................. High Street, Antrim
Dr. W.D. Patton....................... N. McFadden ...................... Randalstown O.C.
B. Kennaway ........................... ............................................. Crumlin
T. Pollock ................................ ............................................. First Randalstown, Duneane
G. Moore ................................. Mrs. A. Bowden.................. Kilbride
I.T. McKee .............................. R.W. Vaughan..................... High Street, Antrim
Dr. L.S. Kirkpatrick ................ +J. McClurg ........................ Theological Principal
R.L. Brown.............................. R. Arrell .............................. Second Randalstown
J.L. Tosh.................................. S. Gawn............................... Second Donegore
P.T. Dalzell.............................. D. Robinson ........................ Hydepark
-do- .......................................... J. Smyth .............................. Lylehill
J. Holmes................................. T. McFadden....................... First Randalstown 
-do- .......................................... ............................................. Duneane
W.J. Murdock.......................... C. Suffern............................ Killead
-do- .......................................... N. Scott ............................... Loanends
P.E. Dickinson......................... N. McQuillan ...................... Muckamore
................................................. G. Nutt ................................ First Donegore
J.P. Moxen............................... ............................................. Greystone Road, Antrim
E.S. McDowell ........................ C. Davis .............................. First Ballyeaston
W.J.M. Parker.......................... ............................................. First Antrim
R.C. Kerr ................................. Ms. M. Morrison................. Templepatrick
C.M. Glover............................. Mrs. G. Stewart................... Second Ballyeaston
C.W.A. Jones........................... ............................................. O.C. Randalstown, Assistant
................................................. T.J. Livingstone .................. Crumlin

19. TYRONE PRESBYTERY

Ministers Ruling Elders Congregations

Dr. A.R. Rodgers..................... ............................................. Dungannon
W.T. Coburn............................ ............................................. Molesworth, Cookstown
I.F. Smith................................. ............................................. Orritor & Claggan
Dr. J.I. Thompson.................... W.R.S. Agnew .................... First Cookstown
J.W. Fleck................................ A. Condy............................. Upper Clonaneese
-do- .......................................... K. Lee.................................. Lower Clonaneese
A.S. Thompson........................ R. Forbes............................. Dungannon
T.J. Conway............................. A. McGinnis........................ Culnady
-do- .......................................... C. Bolton............................. Swatragh
J.H. Flaherty ............................ *O. Gibson .......................... Tobermore
-do- .......................................... ............................................. Draperstown
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T.W.A. Greer........................... J. Black................................ Molesworth, Cookstown
Dr. K.O. Patterson................... J. Ewart ............................... Castledawson
-do- .......................................... J. Fulton .............................. Curran
J.J. Currie................................. ............................................. Union Road, M’felt
-do- .......................................... G. Johnston ......................... Lecumpher
J.A. Curry ................................ H. Todd ............................... First Magherafelt
D.J. Irvine................................ ............................................. First Stewartstown
-do- .......................................... ............................................. Brigh
-do- .......................................... ............................................. Albany
S.J.M. Lindsay......................... A. Moore............................. Pomeroy
-do- .......................................... L. McIvor ............................ Sandholes
D.H. Brown ............................. D. Wells .............................. Castlecaulfield
-do- .......................................... E. Kyle ................................ Eglish
W.G. Hamilton ........................ M. Freeburn ........................ Orritor
-do- .......................................... S. Crooks............................. Claggan
J.E. Sloan................................. H. Ferson............................. Bellaghy
-do- .......................................... ............................................. Knockloughrim
G.W.D. Stewart ....................... H.M. Shiels ......................... Maghera
D.S. Brownlow........................ S. Kennedy.......................... Newmills
-do- .......................................... G. Morrow .......................... Carland
J.D. Montgomery..................... Ms. M. Quinn...................... First Moneymore
-do- .......................................... Ms. S. McMenemy ............. Second Moneymore
J.M. Gracey ............................. Ms. A. Allingham ............... Coagh
-do- .......................................... ............................................. Ballygoney
-do- .......................................... U. Glendinning.................... Saltersland
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ELDERS IN SPECIAL WORK CODE PAR 97(g)

J.R.W. Luke

TRUSTEES NOMINATIONS CODE PAR 97 (h)(iv)

D. Bell Sir Eric McDowell

CLERK OF PRESBYTERY CODE PAR 97(h)(iii)

D. Cowan C.W.L. Graham

EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS OF ASSEMBLY (Par 127, 2a)

Mrs. E.A. Warden A. Spence R. Tweed
M.A. Morrow, Q.C. Mrs. E. McLeod Mrs. P. Gray
Mrs. I. Younge D. Poynton

CONVENERS & SECRETARIES WHO ARE ELDERS CODE PAR
97(h)(i)(ii)

S. Lynas Mrs. C. Poynton L. Conway
C.D. Mawhinney J. Millar M. Fitch
D. Lamb J.H. Martin D. Crowe
A.J. Rankin Mrs. L. Wray

BUSINESS BOARD NOMINATIONS CODE PAR. 97 (j)

M. Spence J. Gregg W.F. McConnell
N. Jackson K. Talbot J.B. McClean
Dr. H. McNeill Mrs. H. Jess A.J. Giffen
W. Ervin W. Marshall W.H. Scott
Miss M. Cromie Miss J. Gwyn Mrs. S. McCullough
Miss E. Whyte

RETIRED MISSIONARIES WHO ARE NOT ELDERS

Mrs. J. Duncan Dr. J. Barton

MISSIONARIES AT HOME WHO ARE NOT ELDERS

Mr. M. McCullagh Mrs. R. McCullagh

CONVENERS & SECRETARIES WHO ARE NOT ELDERS

Miss R. Stirling J. Kelly C. Knox
R. Fairbairn Mrs. C. Hawthorne
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DEACONESSES WHO ARE NOT ELDERS

Miss J. Clegg, Ballycrochan, Bangor
Miss E. Drysdale, Wellington Street, Ballymena
Miss R. Irvine, First Comber
Mrs. C. Kyle, Ulster Hospital, Dundonald
Miss M. McCauley, Ballygowan
Mrs. H. McCracken, Alexandra
Mrs. G. Martin, Woodvale
Miss M. Robertson, Gardenmore, Larne
Miss K. Spence, Scarva St., Banbridge

RETIRED DEACONESSES AND WOMEN WORKERS

Miss J. Orr Miss R. Richmond Miss P. Shirley
Miss S. Swindle Miss M. Lester Miss F. Wright
Mrs. L. Halliday

IRISH MISSION WORKERS

K. Hargaden

LICENTIATES

C.G. Anderson M. Catney W. Harkness
R. McKibbin W. Montgomery R.N. Orr
B.J. Walker

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

ARDS PRESBYTERY

Mrs. F. Watts Mrs. M. Russell _______________

ARMAGH PRESBYTERY

Mrs. L. McMullan Mrs. E. McIlwaine _______________

BALLYMENA PRESBYTERY

Mrs. E. Wright _______________ _______________

NORTH BELFAST PRESBYTERY

Mrs. D. Marshall Mrs. E. Abernethy Mrs. E. Coleman
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SOUTH BELFAST PRESBYTERY

Mrs. A. McCleery Mrs. J. Clarke Mrs. A. Gowdy

EAST BELFAST PRESBYTERY

Miss B. Morrow Miss R. Taylor _______________

CARRICKFERGUS PRESBYTERY

_______________ _______________ _______________

COLERAINE AND LIMAVADY PRESBYTERY

Mrs. M. Conn Mrs. V. Millar Mrs. N. Nixon

DERRY AND DONEGAL PRESBYTERY

Mrs. S. McCormick Mrs. P. Johnston Mrs. J. Hanna

DOWN PRESBYTERY

Miss Z. McAllister Miss J. Robinson Miss M. Russell

DROMORE PRESBYTERY

_______________ _______________ _______________

DUBLIN AND MUNSTER PRESBYTERY

_______________ _______________ _______________

IVEAGH PRESBYTERY

_______________ _______________ _______________

MONAGHAN PRESBYTERY

Mrs. J. Blackburn Mrs. G. Oliver _______________

NEWRY PRESBYTERY

Mrs. E. Chambers Mrs. M. Graham _______________

OMAGH PRESBYTERY

Mrs. J. Donald Mrs. R. Honeyford Miss J. Patterson
Mrs. P. Williamson
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ROUTE PRESBYTERY

Mrs. M. McClean _______________ ________________

TEMPLEPATRICK PRESBYTERY

Mrs. E. Nesbitt Mrs. W. Dickey ________________

TYRONE PRESBYTERY

Mrs. S. Fleck Mrs. I. Jamieson-Ewing Mrs. I. Reid

PRESBYTERIAN YOUTH MOVEMENT

ARDS PRESBYTERY

_______________ _______________ _______________

ARMAGH PRESBYTERY

_______________ _______________ _______________

BALLYMENA PRESBYTERY

G. McFarland S. Moore _______________

NORTH BELFAST PRESBYTERY

M. Fryer C. Pollock _______________

SOUTH BELFAST PRESBYTERY

_______________ _______________ _______________

EAST BELFAST PRESBYTERY

A. Downey _______________ _______________

CARRICKFERGUS PRESBYTERY

_______________ _______________ _______________

COLERAINE AND LIMAVADY PRESBYTERY

_______________ _______________ _______________
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DERRY AND DONEGAL PRESBYTERY

R. McIlhatton ________________ _______________

DOWN PRESBYTERY

Ms. M. McCauley _______________ _______________

DROMORE PRESBYTERY

_______________ _______________ _______________

DUBLIN AND MUNSTER PRESBYTERY

_______________ ______________ _______________

IVEAGH PRESBYTERY

_______________ _______________ ________________

MONAGHAN PRESBYTERY

_______________ ________________ _______________

NEWRY PRESBYTERY

D. Gordon _______________ _______________

OMAGH PRESBYTERY

_______________ _______________ _______________

ROUTE PRESBYTERY

_______________ _______________ _______________

TEMPLEPATRICK PRESBYTERY

_______________ _______________ _______________

TYRONE PRESBYTERY

_______________ _______________ _______________

SPUD DELEGATES

Miss L. Hutcheson Miss E. Morrow N. Surgenor
Miss A. McNaugher Miss M. Skelly Miss A. Webb
N. Wilkinson
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The Moderator welcomed, on behalf of the Assembly, the Vice Lord
Lieutenant of Belfast, representatives of sister Churches, of Universities and
Community Organisations, and other special guests present.

The Moderator, having expressed thanks for the help he had received
during the past year of office, asked the Assembly to proceed to the election and
appointment of a successor to him in office for the ensuing year.

The Clerk submitted the nominations of Presbyteries for the Moderatorship
as follows:-

The Rev John Stafford Carson, BSc, MA, MAR, MTh 10 nominations

The Rev Derek John McKelvey, BA, BD 6 nominations

The Rev Thomas Norman Hamilton, OBE, BA, BD 5 nominations

On the motion of the Rev DJ McKelvey, seconded by the Rev TN Hamilton
OBE, the Rev Dr JS Carson was unanimously called to the Chair, welcomed by
the retiring Moderator and commended to God in prayer.

The Right Rev Dr JS Carson then addressed the House.

The sederunt came to a close at 8.40pm, the Moderator pronouncing the
Benediction.

————————

SECOND SESSION

Tuesday, 2nd June, 2009 Ten o’clock. Forenoon

The Assembly convened, the Moderator leading in prayer.

The Report of the BUSINESS BOARD (Reports pp 1-7) was submitted by
the Rev Dr DJ Watts, along with SPUD delegates Neal Wilkinson and Laura
Hutcheson, together with the following Supplementary Report:

1. The Business Board has been concerned about the growing number of
“ex-officio” places on some Boards and Committees. To reduce the number but
still ensure that each Board knows something of the work of the other Boards, a
resolution is appended to allow full-time Board Secretaries to sit and deliberate
on Boards, other than their own.

2. The Communications Secretary has informed the Business Board that
it is now possible to stream the proceedings of the Assembly on the web. The
Business Board recommend that this be used as an additional means of
publicising the work of the Assembly.

The General Synod of the Church of Ireland (2009)

The Very Rev Dr John Finlay reports:
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The General Synod of the Church of Ireland took place from Friday, 8 May
to Sunday, 10 May, 2009 in the City Hotel, Armagh. The Presbyterian Church
was represented by the Very Rev Dr JM Finlay and Mr William Scott. The
Moderator, the Right Rev Dr Donald Patton, was invited to give a short address
to Synod as part of their worship on the opening day.

The Archbishop of Armagh, in his presidential address, emphasized the
need for ‘inclusivity’ and partnership as an antidote to division. He also took the
opportunity to comment on the credit crunch and the part played by the bankers
in the present financial crisis.

One of the first items on the agenda was a Bill relating to the preamble of
the Thirty - Nine articles. There had been concern lest some of the more negative
statements in the Articles should create misunderstanding or give offence to
other Churches. There was an awareness that the language used when the
document was drawn up several centuries ago is neither the language nor the
spirit of the Church today. There was, however, equal concern among some that
the particular theological emphases enshrined in the Articles should be
preserved and that any proposed change should not give the appearance of their
being watered down.

It was reported to the Synod that the Church of Ireland’s assets had suffered
seriously in the present financial crisis and that Churches, particularly in the
Republic, were facing very challenging times. The circumstances and conditions
under which auxiliary and non- stipendiary ministry might receive remuneration
was a topic of interesting debate.

Education was high on the agenda. Grave concern was expressed at the
consequences of cutbacks in education in the Republic. Anxiety was expressed
that a large percentage of Protestant children would not have access to free
secondary education. There was also concern that in the North the spiritual and
historical role played by Protestant Churches was diminishing and we seemed to
be heading towards the secularisation of our schools.

In Mission and Ministry the vision to be a ‘mission – shaped’ Church has
proved challenging and there was a acceptance that the message, while endorsed
by Synod, had not really got down to the pew. Members’ mindset is still that the
outsider should come in rather than acknowledging their own obligation to go
out.

The sharpest exchanges arose out of debate following the report of the Hard
Gospel project and the very differing attitudes towards sexuality groups.

As always the representatives of the other Churches were very warmly
welcomed and generously entertained.

The Church of Scotland General Assembly (2009)

The Very Rev Dr Donald Patton reports:

The Church of Scotland Assembly was held in Edinburgh from 21st to 27th
May. I was accompanied by my Chaplain, the Rev Dr Jack Richardson MBE,
and Dr William Rowney, a senior elder in Lowe Memorial Congregation,
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Finaghy, along with our respective wives. We enjoyed warm hospitality and
were made most welcome at all the events to which we were invited.

The opening of the Assembly was held on Thursday morning, when the
Moderator, the Rt Rev William Hewitt, was formally elected. Mr Hewitt brought
evident pastoral and pulpit gifts to the office and moderated the sessions of the
Assembly with humour and with firmness. Her Majesty’s representative, the
Lord High Commissioner, the Rt Honourable George Reid, was welcomed and
invited to address the Assembly. He gave a masterly address on the economic
storms of our times commenting, ‘I recently met a man made bankrupt. He said:
“I’ve lost all hope. I might as well be in my grave”. This Assembly knows, to
the contrary, that hope was born in a grave.’

The business of the Assembly then got under way, with the Moderator
conducting worship each morning, bringing thoughtful and apposite biblical
reflections. This reminded us in whose presence we worshipped and conducted
our business, and it was noted that each debate was conducted with grace even
when it was obvious that convictions were passionately held and expressed.

On the Thursday evening, over tea-time, we were the guests of the Irish
Fraternal and I shared something of the saga of the Presbyterian Mutual Society.
As a result, the Rev Richard Baxter, minister of St Kenneth’s, Kennoway, tabled
a resolution to the Assembly, to which I was invited to speak. It reads ‘Note with
concern the impact of the collapse of the Presbyterian Mutual Society and urge
the UK Government and devolved executive in Northern Ireland to take urgent
action to resolve the situation.’

On Friday evening we, along with other delegates and visitors, were
formerly welcomed and presented to the Assembly and I was given opportunity
to bring greetings from PCI and on behalf of the other Ecumenical delegates.

Dominating the Assembly and the media coverage was the well-publicised
debate on the call by Queen’s Cross Parish Church, Aberdeen, to the Rev Scott
Rennie, presently minister of Brechin Cathedral, who lives in the Manse sharing
“a committed relationship with his Christian partner David”. The call had been
sustained by the Presbytery of Aberdeen. A number of members of that
Presbytery appealed against the decision of the Presbytery on the grounds that
‘The scriptures of the Old and New Testament, when they take up the subject of
same-sex activity, present it as a wrong choice.’ and arguing that ‘The ordination
and induction of active homosexuals has never been the accepted practice of the
Church of Scotland or the Church catholic, except where there has first been a
clear debate and decision to ordain active homosexuals.’ The issue was referred
to the General Assembly to be heard. A debate took place on Thursday on
procedure as to whether the case should be taken before any debate on principle.
It was decided that the case should be heard first so as not to prejudice the
outcome by a prior debate on principle. On Saturday evening the Assembly met
as a court for four hours to hear the case and came to the decision that the
Presbytery of Aberdeen has followed the correct procedures. 121 members
signed their dissent from the decision. The Assembly returned to the issue on
Monday afternoon and after much debate agreed to appoint a Special
Commission to consult with Presbyteries and Kirk Sessions and to prepare a
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study on Ordination and Induction to the Ministry of the Church of Scotland,
and for all members to observe a moratorium on issuing public comment in
relation to contentious matters of human sexuality until the Commission
reported to the Assembly of 2011. The Assembly then turned to an Overture
from the Presbytery of Lochcarron-Skye “That this Church shall not accept for
training, ordain, admit, re-admit, induct or introduce to any ministry of the
Church anyone involved in a sexual relationship outside of faithful marriage
between a man and a woman”. The Moderator ruled that homosexuality was not
to be mentioned, and, in the light of this, after conferring briefly, the movers
withdrew the Overture.

On Tuesday morning, the 26th, many Church of Scotland Chaplains to the
armed services were present and at least an hour was given to acknowledge their
work, especially in Iraq and Afghanistan. A live audio link with two chaplains
in Afghanistan allowed the Assembly to listen to a conversation with the
Moderator. An invitation to coffee in the Signet Library near St Giles Cathedral
gave me an opportunity to catch up with four of our Chaplains from PCI who
were present. 

All Churches share challenges in common in this increasingly secular age.
The Church of Scotland has 200 vacant parishes, and is thinking through
challenges to ministry in the twenty-first century. The Church without Walls
report gives a taste of creative initiatives to meet the new situation. Several
reports bear careful study - Growing up in Scotland today, a reflection on
childhood; End of Life issues; Holy Communion and the Renewal of the
Church; Being Single: In Church and Society. There is an excellent report on the
theology of forgiveness in relation to the involvement of sex offenders in the life
of Congregations. 

We had the pleasure of attending two functions hosted by the Lord High
Commissioner and his wife at Holyrood Palace and were thankful that these
occasions were blessed, for the most part, with pleasant weather!

One other highlight was the visit of Archbishop (Emeritus) Desmond Tutu
to the Assembly on Wednesday morning. He gave a stirring address on the
theme of freedom and injustice and their relation to the Christian Gospel. 

We returned home on Wednesday evening 27th May with many happy
memories and much food for thought. The relationship with PCI and the Church
of Scotland has endured over many centuries but it has to be said that some of
the decisions of this Assembly may place a strain on that relationship and will
no doubt engender a theological and ecumenical dialogue in the months to come.

Moved by the Rev Dr DJ Watts, seconded by the Rev GE Best and agreed: 

1. That the Report be received.

2. That the recommended Order of Business be adopted but that tea and
coffee be not served at the Tuesday afternoon intermission.

3. That full-time Board Secretaries be invited to sit and deliberate as
appropriate on all Assembly Boards.

4. That the General Assembly give permission for the streaming of their
proceedings on the web.
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5. That the professional amplification controller and the visual display
operator be admitted to the private session.

6. That a grant of £16,000 be made from the Incidental Fund to the
Arrangements Committee.

7. That the Business Board, with its associated working Committee, be
appointed in accordance with Par 275 of the Code for the ensuing year beginning
15 March, 2010.

The Report of the Presbyteries (Reports pp 8-16) was submitted by the
Rev Dr DJ Watts.

Moved by the Rev Dr DJ Watts, seconded by the Rev TD Gribben, and
agreed:

1. That the Report be received.

To formally mark the 150th Anniversary of the 1859 Revival, the
Moderator invited the Very Rev Dr WD Patton to address the house on the
significance of the revival for today. 

The Corresponding Members were received from the Church of Scotland.
These were the Right Rev Bill Hewitt, Moderator, Rev. Lorna Hood and Mr.
Stuart Robertson.

The Moderator welcomed the Corresponding Members. The Right Rev Bill
Hewitt replied and conveyed greetings.

The Moderator welcomed the Rev John Marsh, Moderator of the United
Reformed Church of the United Kingdom, and the Rev Hayden Thomas
Moderator of the Presbyterian Church of Wales. The Rev Hayden Thomas
replied and conveyed greetings.

The Moderator welcomed the Very Rev Houston McKelvey, delegate from
the Church of Ireland; and the Rev Roy Cooper and Mrs Louise Wilson,
delegates from the Methodist Church in Ireland. Unfortunately the Most Rev
Richard Clarke could not be present due to a family illness. The Very Rev
Houston McKelvey replied and conveyed greetings.

The Moderator welcomed other delegates from: the Presbyterian Church
USA, the Rev Doug Baker; the Presbyterian Church of Australia, the Rev Stuart
Bonnington; the Gereja Masehi Injili di Timor (GMIT), Indonesia, Rt Rev Eben
Nuban Timo, Rev Welmintje Kameli-Maleng, Rev Bendalina Souk and Mrs
Ince Damaris Pitronela Sayuna; the Presbyterian Church of East Africa (PCEA),
Rt Rev David Gathanju; the Irish Council of Churches, Rev Fr Irenaeus du
Plessis; and the Conference of European Churches, Rev Matthew Ross. Rt Rev
Eben Nuban Timo replied and conveyed greetings.

The Report of the UNION COMMISSION (Reports pp 112-126) was
submitted by the Rev Dr SA Matthews, together with the following
Supplementary Report:
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Ministry, Finance and Mission

1. This supplementary paper is presented following a special meeting of
the Union Commission set aside to consider the seriousness of the situation
created by (1) the large number of vacancies, (2) the pressure that augmentation
continues to place on the Central Ministry Fund and (3) the implications that
failing to address these issues will have for the mission strategy given to the
Commission by the Assembly. It was decided to ask the Assembly to initiate a
debate throughout the Church about an appropriate response to the following
realities which are impacting on the work and ministry of the PCI.

2. a. Shortage of ministers: The appendix which follows outlines
clearly the most recent projections concerning the likely number of vacant
charges. It is accepted that this is not an exact science; there are some variables
which cannot be calculated exactly, however careful work has been done to
factor into the estimates (a) the encouraging number of students who are in
training but also (b) the anticipated large number of retirements. Faced with this
projected shortage it would be possible for the Commission simply to give leave
to call to every Congregation with a reasonable level of viability and to allow
Congregations to compete against one another for scarce ministerial resources.
However, as the 2006 resolution quoted below makes clear, the Assembly has
decided that this strategy will not meet the needs of the Church. It results in
lengthy vacancies for several Congregations with all the implications that has for
their life and work, and effectively it creates medium term ‘unions’ because
ministry has to be provided by Conveners who already have Congregations to
pastor. It means that some Congregations - and possibly in the most challenging
situations – have little or no prospect of calling a Minister, and in other
Congregations ministers do not have their time and talents fully utilised.

b. Finance: It is not always appreciated that where a Congregation is
unable to pay the appropriate level of minimum stipend to their minister , the
additional amount is paid from the Central Ministry Fund either as
“augmentation” or “incremental grant”(the grant which recognizes years of
service ). This has direct implications for the amount of assessment paid by each
Congregation. Both when Congregations come seeking Leave to Call and also
through the review process, the Commission is trying to reduce the amount paid
from the Central Ministry Fund. One of the reasons for considering the union or
amalgamation of Congregations is that one or both of the Congregations has
reached a point where considerable support is required from CMF. Thankfully
the Church remains financially strong; however the Commission anticipates that
this pressure to reduce the claims it makes on CMF will intensify in the present
economic climate. 

c. Mission: The fact that new projects are being proposed which further
the mission of the Church, for example through Church planting, is encouraging.
However there simply will not be enough ministers to undertake these
developments unless some ministerial resources are released through the
amalgamation or union of existing charges.

3. The Commission in previous years has tried to alert the Assembly to
this gathering crisis. It is worth quoting again some words from Principal
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Laurence Kirkpatrick’s History of Congregations: “though there are more Irish
Presbyterian Congregations today than in 1840 when the General Assembly was
formed, Church membership has fallen by about 50% in the same period.” In
response to these concerns in 2006 the Assembly passed the following resolution
: “That the General Assembly recognise that for historical reasons there are
more Church buildings, Congregations and Charges than are required in the
present circumstances and that the worship and mission of the Church are
hindered by this. The Union Commission is therefore encouraged, in
consultation with the Presbyteries and the Board of Mission in Ireland, actively
to address this issue”. (Minutes, page 53 resolution 3.) 

4. As indicated in the main report, the Commission is grateful to those in
Congregations and Presbyteries who have displayed an understanding of the
new realities and who have co-operated in devising linkages which enable
ministry to be shared. However it is clear that the depth of the problem is not
generally understood throughout the Church. Sometimes when the Commission
makes use of the powers given to it by the Assembly and suggests a union or an
amalgamation, members and the local leadership do not see this as a way for
their community of faith to continue within a different structure, rather they see
it as a betrayal of all the faithful service given within that existing structure in
the past. All sorts of general solutions are suggested : for example “we need
more biblical giving on the part of members.” These points may be valid, but
they do not address in a realistic way the immediate situation PCI faces. Again
people may complain about procedures; the Commission does not claim to be
perfect and is always willing to learn lessons about how it does its work;
however discussion of procedures must not deflect attention from the central
challenge which remains. All of those are very human reactions and the
Commission understands the pain involved in coming to terms with the need for
change. For generations the Church has harnessed support for a particular
pattern of ministry in the service of the kingdom and now it is asking Christian
people to see that God is leading to new arrangements for the provision of
ministry. There is a need to go back to very basic theology in which together it
is remembered that the Church is the people, and that its primary allegiance is to
the risen Christ and not to any particular pattern of ministry. Living through
fundamental change, and doing that in a creative way with hope and faith, has
always been part of the journey of the people of God.

5. Traditionally Presbyterians do not warm to solutions which they feel
are imposed from the centre. The Commission is therefore suggesting in an
additional resolution that Presbyteries should initiate discussion about these
issues. The Church is to be a spiritual home for all of us. If this resolution is
passed the Commission would appeal to the Presbyteries to find time in a
crowded schedule to fully debate this matter and to come forward with some
suggestions about how the Church should proceed. The Commission will listen
carefully to whatever comments and proposals are made; however, to focus
discussion, the Commission would request that the Presbyteries address the
following questions:

1. Apart from unions and amalgamations what alternative strategies
would address, in an effective way, the issues outlined in this report?
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2. Where the Commission exercises its role under the Code and decides
that a union or amalgamation should be made, how can the Commission, the
Presbytery and the local leadership co-operate more effectively in achieving this
end?

3. During a vacancy it is important that the vision of a Congregation
about its mission is clarified and that any contentious practical matters, like the
future of a manse, are clearly resolved before Leave to Call is given, (so that
these issues do not hinder the new ministry). However, within those parameters,
how could the length of vacancies be reduced?

4. How often in the last three years has the Presbytery used the procedure
whereby, when the departure date of the minister is known well in advance – as
in the case of retirement , the Vacancy Commission can begin its work some
months before the minister demits his charge ?

5. Given the length of vacancies, how can Conveners of vacancies be
supported in their work?

6. What other comments, observations, and suggestions would the
Presbytery want to make?
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Moved by the Rev Dr SA Matthews, seconded by the Rev Dr MA Barry and
agreed:

1. That the Report be received.

2. That the General Assembly ask Presbyteries to consider the additional
Union Commission paper “Ministry, Finance and Mission” and to send
comments and responses to the Convener of the Union Commission by Friday,
6 November, 2009.

3. That CMF be authorised to pay grants towards expenses incurred by
Ministers in Congregations, up to a limit of NI £5,752 or RI 8,841, within the
terms of res 3, p 70, General Assembly Minutes, 1988.

4. That the Congregation of Ulsterville be amalgamated with the
Congregation of Windsor on terms agreed by the Union Commission on 30
September, 2009 or some suitable date.

5. That the Union Commission be appointed for the ensuing year in
accordance with par 128 of the Code as follows:

Rev Dr SA Matthews, Convener

Rev Dr I Hart, Secretary

(a) The Moderator, Clerk, Deputy Clerk of Assembly, Commission
Convener and Secretary, Board of Mission in Ireland Secretary,
Strategy for Mission Convener, Representative of Central Ministry
Fund.

(b) Rev Dr DR Purce; M Spence — Rev EP Gamble; J Whittle — Rev
Desmond Knowles; J Gregg — Rev PG McCrea; D McCormick, —
Rev Dr Ian Hart; B Milligan — Rev William McKeown; WF
McConnell — Rev TR Graham; N Carmichael — Rev JG Jones; C
Beck — Rev AJA Rosborough; C Henderson — Rev RI Abraham; N
Jackson — Rev Dr WTJ Richardson; WEC Ford — Rev JG Faris; K
Talbot — Rev TJ Hagan; JB McClean — Rev SG Anketell; K Walker
— Rev Dr MA Barry; A Barber — Rev JL Casement; JB Wilson —
Rev Noel McClean; J Kane — Rev Dr WD Patton; TJ Livingstone —
Rev KO Patterson; Dr H McNeill.

(c) Revs Dr JW Lockington, Dr SDH Williamson, JH McIntyre, TJ
Stothers, AE Tolland, DC Porter; Mrs H Jess, AJ Giffen, Dr TJ
Robinson.

Business lapsed on Standing Orders (see page 57)

Intermission

Members of Assembly were joined by others to participate in the Sacrament
of the Lord’s Supper, conducted by the Moderator, assisted by the Very Rev Dr
W Donald Patton and the Clerk.
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The sederunt came to a close at 1.05 pm, the Moderator pronouncing the
Benediction.

————————

THIRD SESSION

Tuesday, 2nd June, 2009 Two o’clock. Afternoon

The Assembly again convened, the Moderator leading in prayer.

The Report of PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN (Reports pp 164-169) was
submitted by Mrs Dorothy Marshall and Mrs Caroline Hawthorne. 

Moved by the Rev Dr DJ Watts, seconded by the Rev TD Gribben, and
agreed:

1. That the Report be received.

The Overtures anent Par 114(2); 114(2)(a); 114(3) and 115(2); of the Code
(Reports p162f) were submitted by the Rev DJ Bruce. 

Moved by the Rev DJ Bruce, seconded by the Rev TD Gribben, and agreed: 

1. That the overtures anent Par 114(2); 114(2)(a); 114(3) and 115(2) of
the Code, having lain on the books for one year, be enacted as the law of the
Church.

The Report of the BOARD OF MISSION OVERSEAS (Reports pp 116-
138) was submitted by the Rev SJ Hanna, assisted by the Rt Revs Eben Nuban
Timo and David Gathanju, together with the following Supplementary Report:

World Development Committee

Christian Aid Ireland is one of five Irish Aid and Development Agencies
that receives money from the Irish government through its Multi Annual
Programme Scheme (MAPS). Christian Aid Ireland had been allocated 17
million over 5 years to deliver significant long-term development in 7 post
conflict countries. As part of its budgetary retrenchment the Irish government
has cut funding for aid and development by 22%. For Christian Aid Ireland this
represents a cut of 716,000 or 20% of its budget for 2009, the third year of the
scheme. This has serious implications for the livelihoods and well-being of poor
people. Therefore the World Development Committee brings an additional
resolution on this matter.

Moved by the Rev SJ Hanna, seconded by the Rev WS Marrs, and agreed:

1. That the Report be received.

2. That the General Assembly give thanks to God for PCI’s partnering
with Churches, united missions and institutions around the world and instructs
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BMO to implement the recommendations for the development of partnership
relationships.

3. That the General Assembly give thanks for the faithful service and
dedicated witness of BMO’s missionary personnel and their families who serve
in many different and challenging contexts, encouraging the Church to pray for
their spiritual well-being and physical protection; and give thanks for the witness
of all who come from partner Churches to study and serve here in Ireland.

Outreach Ministries Committee

4. That the General Assembly, acknowledging the guidelines employed
for choosing partner Specialist Service Agencies (SSAs), affirm the importance
of Bible translation, printing and distribution, and radio and satellite television
ministry; and encourages support for the following strategic partners: The Bible
Society of Northern Ireland and Ireland, Wycliffe Bible Translators, FEBA
Radio and SAT 7.

Leadership Development Committee

5. That the General Assembly welcome the initiative to include issues of
leadership development practice in mission involvement materials and
encourages the wider Church, especially Congregations, to use the materials for
guiding and developing their mission practice.

6. That the General Assembly welcome the Leadership Development
Committee’s support for executive staff in encouraging partner Churches and
institutions to invest in the training of Christ-like and mission-minded leaders,
for Church and society in their contexts; and listening to our partners’ leadership
development concerns and objectives, and communicating these to the Church
in Ireland.

World Development Committee

7. That the General Assembly give thanks that in difficult times the
World Development Appeal has continued to be well supported.

8. That the General Assembly note with the greatest concern the
disproportionately large cut (22%) made in Irish Aid funding in the recent
budgetary adjustment in the Republic of Ireland and urge the Government of the
Republic of Ireland to review this cut; to resist further cuts in the interests of the
poorest and most marginalised peoples of the world; to remain resolutely on
course for the target of 0.7% GNP towards aid and development by 2012.

Mission Involvement Committee

9. That the General Assembly give thanks for the support raised by the
Board of Youth and Children’s Ministry and the Junior Boys’ Brigade for the
mission of partners in Pakistan and Malawi; for every expression of ‘extra mile’
giving by the wider Church; and recognise especially the very generous grant
received from PW in 2008.
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10. That the resignation of the Rev Peter Lyle as Convener of the Mission
Involvement Committee be accepted, that he be thanked for his services and the
Rev Dr Mark Welsh be appointed in his place.

‘SPUD’ Resolutions

11. That the General Assembly encourage the Board of Mission Overseas
to explore, in consultation with the Board of Youth and Children’s Ministry,
how to communicate their work, plans and issues more effectively to young
people in order to educate, engage and mobilise the younger generation.

12. That the General Assembly request the Board of Mission Overseas to
establish a network, which links children and young people of PCI
Congregations with those of overseas personnel.

13. That the General Assembly encourage the appointment of youth
representatives in Congregations and Presbyteries to promote engagement and
participation of local Congregations in global mission.

General

14. That the Board of Mission Overseas, with its associated working
Committees, be appointed for the ensuing year in accordance with Par 279 of the
Code as follows:

Rev SJ Hanna, Convener

Rev WS Marrs, Secretary

(a) The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly; Convener and Secretary of the
Board; Representative of Church Relations, Board of Mission in
Ireland, Board of Youth and Children’s Ministry, Personnel Officer
(Overseas), Finance Officer (Overseas).

(b) Revs NW McAuley, WJP Bailie; Mrs O Byers — Revs DR Byers, NJ
McCullough; Mrs L Cargill — Rev DB McCorriston; N Rea, Mrs
Joan Hamill — Revs JSB Drennan, IK McDonald; Mrs R Gifford —
Revs IS McDowell, JH Wilson; Mrs M Jackson — Rev Joan Scott;
Mrs R Campbell, Miss L Wasson — J McKay, Miss D Savage, Miss
M Kane — Rev Dr Clive Glass; G McIntyre, Dr H Williamson — Rev
SJ Richmond; V McKean, Miss K McConnell— Revs Mairisine
Stanfield, Dr AF Nel — Rev RA McLernon; N McKinney, Mrs E
Leeburn — Revs KP Meyer, DJ Montgomery; Heather Moore— Rev
PD Thompson; Dr J Kyle, Miss M Groves — Rev Daniel Reyes-
Martin; Eric Latimer, Mrs P Martin — Revs RK Graham, BAH
Wilson; Mrs G McCullough — Rev JH Hanson, CI Dickson; Mrs R
Honeyford— Revs Peter Turton, KDW Crowe; Miss E McCaughan
— Rev PE Dickinson; HH Meekin, Mrs J Duncan — Rev JW Fleck;
Dr M Stevenson, Mrs Anne McGuckin.

(p) Miss Zena McAllister, Mrs Nan Bradford, Mrs Lynn Murray, Mrs
Jean Donald, Mrs Edith Holmes, Mrs Dorothy Marshall, Mrs Edna
McIlwaine, Mrs Caroline Hawthorne.
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A. LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE (5)

Rev Dr WG Campbell, Convener

Rev WS Marrs, Secretary

(a) The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly, Board Convener and
Secretary, Committee Convener; Mission Education Officer; 2 PW
representatives.

(x) Revs BAH Wilson, NSR Lockhart, CA Meban, David Stanfield; Miss
D Ford, Mrs I McAuley.

(y) Revs JW Fleck, JH Hanson, D Reyes-Martin; Mrs M Jackson, Miss M
Kane, Mrs Ruth Campbell.

B. MISSION INVOLVEMENT COMMITTEE (5)

Rev Dr MJ Welsh, Convener

CN Eves, Secretary

(a) The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly, Board Convener and
Secretary, Committee Convener, Mission Education Officer,
Personnel Officer (Overseas); 2 PW representatives.

(x) Revs DH Thompson, PG McDowell; Miss S Creighton, Miss D Ford,
S Lynas, M McNicholl.

(y) Revs, PE Dickinson, JSB Drennan, KDW Crowe; N McKinney, Hugh
Meekin, Mrs Olive Byers.

C. OUTREACH MINISTRIES COMMITTEE (5)

Rev SJ Richmond, Convener

Rev WS Marrs, Secretary

(a) The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly, Board Convener and
Secretary, Committee Convener, Mission Education Officer,
Convener of World Development; 2 PW representatives.

(x) Revs Gareth Aitcheson, TP Fleming, NE Dorrans, RA Moffett; Mrs V
Tweedie, Dr M Stevenson.

(y) Revs CI Dickson, RA McLernon, PD Thompson; Mrs P Martin, Dr H
Williamson, Miss D Savage.

D. WORLD DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE (5)

Rev Dr MCA Gray, Convener

Rev WS Marrs, Secretary

(a) The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly, Board Convener and
Secretary, Committee Convener, Mission Education Officer, Church
Relations representative, Convener of Outreach Ministries
Committee, PW Representative.
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(x) Revs Dr Samuel Hutchinson, JT Magowan; A McCreary, Mrs S
Phillips, R Sheppard, Mrs F Watts.

(y) Revs Joan Scott, IS McDowell, KP Meyer, Dr AF Nel; G McIntyre,
Miss L Wasson.

The Report of the GENERAL BOARD (Reports p 17-108) was submitted
by the Rev Dr DJ Watts, together with the following Supplementary Report:

1. Communications Panel

At the request of the Board of Communications the General Board
appointed a panel to consider the working of the Communications Board in the
light of the present needs of the Church. The work is on-going, but the panel
have agreed the following basic remit for the Board of Communications:

Remit for the Board of Communications

The Board of Communications exists to enable the Presbyterian Church in
Ireland to glorify God and bear Christian witness through the very best and most
effective means of communication.

(i) The Board will work to enable the Presbyterian Church in Ireland to
achieve professional excellence and effectiveness in all areas where
the Church communicates with itself or the world.

(ii) The Board will be responsible for initiating, overseeing and reviewing
the public relations and press services of the General Assembly and
their Boards and Committees in re-active, pro-active, routine and
crisis modes.

(iii) The Board will be the official channel through which the Church
maintains good relationships with the Press, Broadcasting and other
mass media and responds to consultation exercises by them or by
Government in relation to the media.

(iv) The Board is the agency through which the General Assembly will
establish and maintain the corporate identity of the Presbyterian
Church in Ireland. It will have responsibility for coordinating all
communications and maintaining quality control and compliance in all
the materials made public by Boards and Committees.

(v) The Board will provide Information Services for the General
Assembly and will be their first line publisher, responsible for the
denominational magazine and core web presence.

(vi) The Board will make available to the General Assembly and their
Boards and Committees advice and services in all areas of
communication whether sourced internally or externally.

(vii) The Board will be a source of training for the Church promoting
excellence in communication at Congregational, Presbytery and
Assembly levels.

(viii) The Board shall make available to Congregations and Presbyteries
appropriate advice on crisis management and public relations.
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(ix) The Board will constantly monitor new communications technology
and advise how this can be implemented for the benefit of the
Church’s work.

(x) The Board shall provide appropriate guidelines to Congregations,
Presbyteries and Boards on the content and overview of whatever
interactive and on-line services they may provide.

(xi) The Board will implement its functions through a professional staff
led by an appropriately qualified Communications and Press
Secretary.

(xii) The Board shall include any other function which the General
Assembly shall assign to it.

2. Issue of Visas – Employing non-EU nationals in Northern Ireland

1. During the last year there have been significant changes in
immigration law within the United Kingdom. These changes will affect the
Church both centrally and at Congregational level within Northern Ireland.
Since the end of 2008, all non-European Union potential Ministers, employees
or ‘volunteers-in-mission’, seeking to work within Northern Ireland either at
central or Congregational level, will have to receive a ‘certificate of
sponsorship’ for immigration purposes. This applies for non-EU nationals,
known for immigration purposes as ‘migrants’, in all of the following categories
within PCI in Northern Ireland:

(a) All posts for which the PCI Personnel Department has direct
responsibility

(b) All other Board employees and volunteers

(c) All Ministers in Congregations

(d) All local Congregational ministry employees and volunteers in
mission

(e) All other local Congregational employees and volunteers. 

2. PCI has been registered as a Sponsoring Body by the UK Borders
Agency, and the system is being overseen by the Deputy Clerk, the Rev Trevor
Gribben, PCI’s designated Authorising Officer. 

3. PCI will be operating on behalf of the UK Borders Agency in issuing
‘Certificates of Sponsorship’ for non-EU nationals who are potential ministers,
employees, and volunteers. Certificates of Sponsorship can be issued by the
Deputy Clerk, from whom application forms and explanatory notes are available
on request, but only if all the legal requirements are fully satisfied.

4. One important new legal requirement, for most categories of
employee, is the need to apply a ‘resident labour market test’, prior to the issuing
of a certificate of sponsorship. This basically means that for many jobs a non-
EU national can only be appointed if there is no suitable applicant from within
the EU i.e. even if a non-EU applicant is clearly the best candidate, he or she will
only be eligible for a certificate of sponsorship if none of the EU candidates are
suitable for the post. This clearly has major implications for Congregations
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wishing to call a non-EU national as their Minister or appoint a non-EU national
as, for example, their youth worker. Any Congregation considering such a call
or appointment, even in the case of a ‘volunteer-in-mission’, should contact the
Deputy Clerk at the earliest possible opportunity in the process.

5. To keep the legal requirements before all Congregations in Northern
Ireland, it is recommend that the Union Commission, when issuing a leave to
call or giving permission for an Additional Pastoral Personnel post to be created,
should include a note that if Congregations wish to consider a non-EU national
they should contact the Deputy Clerk for guidance.

3. Priorities Committee: 

1. The Priorities Committee has developed its work, particularly in two
areas:

(A) (i) A panel has been looking at how best to continue the work of
peacemaking and conciliation in the Church, recognizing that the
present Peacemaking project comes to an end on 30 June. The panel is
conscious that while a particular phase of peacemaking is drawing to
a close, the work begun in 1989 must continue in some form.

(ii) However, the panel also believe that this is a time for reflection. As
the political accommodation in Northern Ireland begins to stabilize, so
the presenting issues in society are changing. While sectarianism is as
invasive as ever, people do feel that they are living in relative peace.
The language of peacemaking may need to be revised. There are
additional challenges, for example the growing tendency towards
racism and exclusivism. The panel is convinced that the gospel must
be seen to challenge such attitudes, but perhaps the Church’s response
may have a different emphasis than in the past. In particular the panel
would want to see such concerns mainstreamed in the overall work of
the Boards.

(iii) The panel also recognises the important task of encouraging the
Church to look at constructive ways in which to work through
problems together. At times the conciliation service has proved
helpful in overcoming difficulties. While the work of conciliation
should be consolidated and expanded, the panel believes it is distinct
from the “good relationships” emphasis of peacemaking and the two
should be kept separate. It is therefore recommended that the
“conciliation” remit should stay with the Moderator’s Advisory
Committee.

(B) (i) The General Board has also appointed a panel to consider the
Church’s position on pensions and the Congregations’ ability to
contribute. In the report it was suggested that the remit should be
extended to include an examination of all assessments. The panel has
met once and identified three main areas of work: funding; structures;
and consultation.

(ii) Since the report was written the Priorities Committee has considered
wider issues and now recommends that the remit of the panel be
extended to include an examination of all the financial resources
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which are drawn from Congregations, including the United Appeal
and other Appeals. If necessary, the panel should co-opt those with
necessary experience in these areas. An amended resolution is
appended.

2. The Priorities Committee was also made aware of the Memorial of the
Dromore Presbytery, as it clearly impinges on the priorities of the Church. The
Committee fully recognises the importance of the peacemaking project and
rejoices in the progress of the work. However, it believes that the time for
reflection referred to above is important and that if the prayer of the memorial
be granted other important work may have to be delayed. It therefore would urge
that the prayer be not granted at this time but that the arguments contained in the
memorial be referred to the panel considering the future of peacemaking for
careful consideration. An appropriate amendment will be brought to the
resolution of the memorial.

4. Presbyterian Mutual Society

1. The panel appointed by the General Board continues to meet and to
give advice and support. It is now clear that the Administrator will not give his
second report until after the General Assembly. When it is issued there may be
some more clarity of time-scale. The frustration of waiting is felt by everyone,
but most acutely by those who do not know how much of their money will be
returned. The delay is exacerbated by the uncertain response from government
to the requests from many sources for action similar to that offered to other UK
savers. The Moderator, and others from the Church, have been tireless in their
efforts to engage with politicians and opinion-formers both here and at
Westminster. While there are hopes of some progress, the situation at the time
of writing is still unclear.

2. The panel recognises that while it must be prepared for all outcomes,
the vital decisions at the moment will be made by others. The government, both
at Westminster and Stormont, must give a definitive view as to its role and
responsibility under the Industrial and Provident Societies Act (Northern
Ireland). The Administrator must decide if the creditors are to be given an
opportunity to restore mutuality. These seem to be the crucial preliminary
decisions in seeking a way forward. The panel will, however, continue to
explore all options.

3. No-one should underestimate the hurt and frustration felt by many
who see much of their life-savings at risk. At the very beginning of this crisis
ministers were asked to ensure that people who are suffering know the interest
and pastoral concern of the Church. That is still the unique contribution the
Church can make in a devastating and tragic situation for so many.

5. Church and Society Committee

Committee structure (ref par 5)

1. To enable the better working of the Committee it is believed that the
Church would be better served by a more focussed North/South structure. To

38



BELFAST, 2009 Daily Minutes

that end the Committee will divide with the Northern and Southern groups
meeting separately throughout the year. The Southern panel will add to its
numbers for the purposes of its focussed meetings by using representatives from
the Presbyteries. This should allow the group to more effectively respond to
issues of concern for the Church in the Republic. The Northern panel may also
add to its numbers for the purposes of focussing on matters related to Northern
Ireland.

2. The main Committee membership will remain unchanged, the
additional members being consulted as experts or interested parties. The whole
Committee will meet at least twice each year and will report as normal through
the General Board.

3. The Southern Convener will be responsible for convening the
Southern Panel and the Northern Convener for the Northern Panel. The
Conveners will together continue to be responsible for the whole Committee, for
its reporting, affirmation of common issues, and for ensuring that theological
reflection and input is shared between the two sections of the Committee.

The Committee believes that this way forward will enable more effective
working both North and South of the border. 

Response to the Report of the Consultative Group on the Past (ref par 6)

1. On 28 January, 2009, the Report of the Consultative Group on the Past
was published. The report, which runs to 190 pages was presented by Lord
Eames and Denis Bradley, and contains 31 recommendations covering a wide
range of very difficult issues, ranging from how best to remember the past
through to the establishment of a Legacy Commission.

2. The report suggested that there would be four strands to the mandate
of that Commission:

(a) helping society towards a shared and reconciled future, through a
process of engagement with community issues arising from the
conflict.

(b) reviewing and investigating historical cases.

(c) conducting a process of information recovery.

(d) examining linked or thematic cases emerging from the conflict.

3. It is important to note that the report was presented to the Secretary of
State and has not been put out for further public consultation. Its
recommendations are currently under consideration by the British Government
(though see par 9(b) below). This response is therefore by way of comment and
reflection rather than being part of a more formal public process.

4. The Committee believes it is crucially important that everyone
understands and accepts that ‘dealing with the past’ is a huge task for the whole
community that will take many years. Even raw statistics make this clear. The
report points out that in addition to the 3,500 people who lost their lives, 47,000
people sustained injuries; there were 37,000 shooting incidents, 22,500 armed
robberies and almost 20,000 people imprisoned for scheduled offences. So we
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are living in a relatively small community where tens of thousands of people
have been directly or indirectly affected, in virtually every town, village
community and parish, as well as in the cities. Dealing with the past is not
something that can be hived off to someone else, for we were, and are, all
involved and all affected. And it is equally important to acknowledge that for
many people the past cannot be ‘dealt’ with at all, for their lives have been
changed irrevocably by what happened. 

5. There is a huge amount of first rate work being done at present by and
with victims and survivors. This can be seen, for example, in the work of the
Commission for Victims and Survivors, and the very many groups seeking to
provide support to a wide range of people. The report of the Consultative Group
on the Past has sought to chart a way through the myriad of issues that remain,
but their report and recommendations as to how this might be done have been
mired in controversy, focused largely on the issue of a £12,000 ‘recognition
payment’. It is a matter of great regret there has been so little public substantive
debate and/or discussion on so many of their other proposals.

6. The debate is seriously hampered by the fact that there is not yet even
general agreement across our society on who is a victim. The current legal
definition as set out in The Victims and Survivors (Northern Ireland) Order 2006
Para 3(1) defines a victim as: 

(a) someone who is or has been physically or psychologically injured as
a result of or in consequence of a conflict-related incident;

(b) someone who provides a substantial amount of care on a regular basis
for an individual mentioned in paragraph (a); or

(c) someone who has been bereaved as a result of or in consequence of a
conflict-related incident.

7. However both the DUP and the UUP have indicated that they wish the
definition of a victim to be changed, and a Bill to that effect is likely to be
brought to the Assembly in the near future. Such a change is likely to be strongly
opposed by Nationalists. Consensus, even on this matter, seems a long way off.

8. The Church and Society Committee does not believe that it is helpful
to revisit in detail all the issues raised in and by the report, since there is little
prospect of that leading to general agreement. Nonetheless, as a Christian
Church deeply committed to the pastoral needs of those affected, the PCI has a
deep interest in stimulating productive and sensitive discussion and debate. The
Committee also believe that the Church should help to shape the care and
support that needs to be made available over the long term to victims and
survivors. It fully supports the work of the Commission for Victims and
Survivors, and invites the Northern Ireland Assembly to urge the Commission to
play its part in addressing needs with as much clarity and urgency as possible. 

9. The Committee wishes to make some general comments and
recommendations arising from the report itself:

(a) It is both surprised and disappointed that so little attention is given in
the report to the care of the 47,000 people injured over the years. This
is a long term legacy of the conflict, and appears to remains largely
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overlooked. The Committee asks that a great deal more information is
put into the public arena on the impact of injuries, and on the levels of
support and care both needed and available.

(b) It supports the decision by the Secretary of State to reject the
suggestion of a £12,000,’recognition payment’ to the nearest relative
of someone who died as a result of the conflict. This recommendation
was doomed from the outset, given that there is no consensus across
the community on the definition of a victim. Its inclusion inevitably
drew the public debate away from the remainder of the report, and has
seriously diminished the debate about the key challenge of ‘dealing
with the past’.

(c) It is in broad agreement with the recommendation that a Legacy
Commission be established along the lines in the report. The
Committee is, however, greatly concerned that the detailed shaping of
its work will be settled in distant corridors of power, and could be
moulded more by political and financial expediency than by a clear
commitment to do the very best that can be done for the welfare of all
our citizens.

Accordingly, the Committee asks that the NI Assembly be asked for
its views on the setting up of and work of the Commission, and that
the members engage on these issues with a sense of urgency and
commitment for the good of the whole of society – not just of their
own constituencies. 

(d) This last comment points to a deep concern about the carrying through
of all the work to ‘deal with the past’. The report makes few if any
substantial demands on or requirements of either the NI Assembly or
the NI Executive. In effect, the locally elected political representatives
are distanced from this long term work of reconciliation since the
Legacy Commission is being asked and expected to deliver so much.
The Committee believes that the Commission must be set up in such
a way as to require active and long term support and engagement with
both the Assembly and the Executive. The building of a shared,
reconciled and better future cannot be done without the institutions of
government unambiguously playing a leading part in dealing with the
very issues from the past that have led to the need to build such a
future. 

(e) The report properly draws attention to the question of collusion. This
is an issue steeped in mire, for as the report says, there is no agreement
across the community on ‘the definition of collusion; what actions can
be described as collusive in the malevolent sense of the word, whether
it was a policy of the acts of a few; and who should be held to account
for the mishandling of agents’ (Page 70. See also the Report,
Appendix 4).

(f) Whatever the scope of collusion, already in the public domain or
potentially still to be disclosed, the Committee wishes to stand
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shoulder to shoulder with those families and individuals who sought
to fulfill their duties with integrity and courage, and who paid a very
high price for so doing.

(g) It fully supports the recommendation that this issue should be included
within the remit of the Legacy Commission, for it must not be swept
under the carpet. The state needs to be held accountable to moral and
ethical boundaries every bit as much as all other parts of society and
individuals. 

10. The Church and Society Committee believes that the best contribution
the Church can make at present is to seek ways of bringing grace both to those
most affected and involved, and to the debates and decision making processes.

11. Over the years the Church has been privileged to be invited into
countless lives and situations where horrendous events have taken place. Central
to its contribution in the future is to continue to minister to those affected. The
Committee believes that there is no substitute for being a channel of the grace of
God, especially since there are many victims and survivors who do not wish to
be part of the public debate, nor join a community support group. Ministry in the
home is what the Church does best, and nothing should diminish the continuing
importance of that.

12. Alongside this the Committee also recognises that the Church of Jesus
Christ is an important part of wider civic society, not least because it is locally
placed in every parish in the land, and is neither an arm of government nor
dependent on public funding. At the heart of our calling to honour Christ there
ought to be a deep commitment to the welfare of everyone, no matter who they
are. The Church has Biblical insights to bring to many of the recommendations
in the report ranging from the need to ensure that the benefits of peace are
experienced in deprived areas, to ‘preserving the requirements of truth and
justice’ in handling legal processes (p35). The evaluation and carrying through
of all these recommendations is a vastly complex and uncertain project. No
Committee or Board of any Church can ensure that any of these are
implemented. However, the Church and Society Committee believes that there
is scope for some effective work to be done on many of them – sometimes by
Presbyteries, sometimes in partnership with others inside or outside our
denomination, sometimes by central Church action. The Church and Society
Committee is committed to trying to ensure that what can be done is done.

13. However, the report seeks an explicit response from the Churches on
several issues, and this is our first attempt to do so. The Committee has had some
very helpful input from a few sources, especially from two Presbyteries, and
wishes to thank all those who have helped shape its thinking.

14. The Consultative Group specifically challenges the Churches ‘to
review and rethink their contribution to a non sectarian future in the light of
their past, particularly in the area of education’. (pp 75-78). They also
specifically suggest that the Chair of the Legacy Commission ‘would work with
the Churches to ensure that they call upon their Congregations to reflect on the
level of reconciliation that has already been achieved and how we can all build
on this together.’ (p142)
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15. The Committee fully accepts that the reality and extent of sectarianism
can be very deeply embedded in both minds and hearts, and wishes to be at the
forefront of bringing some new thinking to the building of a shared and better
future. It has requested a research paper on the building of community cohesion.
The work of the Board of Education is central to the Church’s response on this
issue. The Committee will liaise closely with the Board.

16. Given the nature of sectarianism, there is a limit to what can be done
centrally by the Church. It is often localised in nature, and often grievous in its
outworking. The Church’s “Gospel in Conflict” programme is an excellent
resource, and the Committee commends its use in every Congregation.
Presbyteries should be at the forefront of addressing what can be done locally,
and a resolution to encourage local action is appended.

17. In Ch 5 of the report, the Group recommends that ‘full support is given
by government, the private and voluntary sector, including the Churches, to the
continuation of the Annual day of Reflection... on 21 June each year’. (p101).

Proper remembering is a very important part of recalling the past as well as
shaping the future. Yet how we remember is every bit as important as what we
remember, and in this there is a significant challenge to remember in a way that
heals rather than divides. 

The Committee supports this recommendation, whilst making it clear that
in no way should this Day be seen to, or be allowed to, replace or dilute other
occasions for remembering such as the Remembrance Day ceremonies and
services in November. 

18. Although it is hard to find many places where the report has been
welcomed, never mind embraced, it does represent a serious attempt to grapple
with issues that have been, and remain, deeply divisive and deeply distressing.
The Committee would urge the government to pay great attention to the details
of how any recommendations might be worked out, for in doing so, they will be
seen to be taking the content of the report and the issues involved very seriously.
The report may be less than perfect, yet given the reality of sin, it is both
unrealistic and unbiblical to have expected a perfect solution to have been
produced. Great grace is needed, and the nation needs to be reminded that man
does not live by politics alone. 

6. Church House Panel

1. As noted in paragraph 3.5 of the Church House Panel Report, in the
Annual Reports, the Church House Panel were awaiting detailed costs for Phase
1 of the proposed interior renovation of Church House.

2. The Panel has now received the preliminary budget costs of
£3,975,000 for Phase 1 as outlined in paragraph 3.4 of the Church House Panel
Report. This figure is exclusive of VAT, Professional Fees and VAT on
Professional Fees. 

3. The Panel met at the beginning of May and agreed that it would not be
prudent to recommend Phase 1 as noted in paragraph 2 to the General Assembly.
However as the list of necessary repairs lengthens, as outlined in Appendices 2
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and 3 of this Supplementary Report, the Panel agree that an amended Phase 1
scheme is necessary which will incorporate essential repair work. The remainder
of the necessary repairs and renovation programme should be phased as part of
a complete internal refurbishment scheme under the guidance of the Property
Management Committee.

4. Given that the 2007 General Assembly agreed to carry out the external
stonework/windows/roof repairs (£4,100,000) and minimal internal
refurbishment (estimated at £1,800,000) the Panel considered how we could
amend Phase 1 and include essential maintenance, keeping within a budget of
£1,800,000.

5. In consultation with the Design Team we are proposing an Amended
Phase 1 Scheme of £1,811,949 inclusive of VAT, Professional Fees and VAT on
Professional Fees as outlined in Appendix 3 of the Supplementary Report. Such
work to commence, subject to approval by the General Assembly, on completion
of the external stonework at the beginning of 2011. This would be part of a
phased complete internal refurbishment scheme which has been costed, at
current levels, at £5,845,000.00 inclusive of building works, fittings + furniture,
VAT, Professional Fees and VAT on Professional Fees. The complete internal
refurbishment scheme would include Amended Phase 1, Assembly Hall, Minor
Hall, Concourse and associated first floor works for Church/Conference use and
second floor office refurbishment.

6. The Amended Phase 1 scheme will provide a high quality
Entrance/reception area, significantly upgrade the lift, stairwells and associated
landings and provide quality open-plan office accommodation on the third floor.
Plans of the overall scheme will be on display in the Concourse during General
Assembly week.

7. Assuming the General Assembly agree to the Amended Phase 1
scheme it is envisaged that the costs will be met through Assessment. By way of
guidance this will require an additional assessment of 1p levied on
Congregations from 2011 to 2016. This figure is based on the following
assumptions –

● Funding of external repairs and Amended Phase 1 internal repairs
are funded over a 10 year period

● Interest rates in the region of 2-5%

● Property Management Committee generate a surplus of
£150,000 pa

● Start to pay Amended Phase 1 in 2011

However it is the recommendation of the Church House Panel that the
Property Management Committee bring proposals to the 2010 General
Assembly for the phased implementation and financing of the further work.
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APPENDIX 1

INTERNAL REFURBISHMENT OF CHURCH HOUSE, BELFAST

NECESSARY INTERNAL REPAIR WORK

1. Building Works

(a) Redecoration of walls, ceilings, doors, skirtings, etc
throughout £120,000.00

(b) Replacement of internal doors to provide vision panels, etc.72,000.00

(c) Provision of Catwalk to roofspace 8,000.00

(d) Refix/isolated repairs to Gallery flooring 11,000.00

(e) Provision of railings at base of Gallery steps 4,000.00

(f) Provision of new ballustrade to concorse void 16,000.00

(g) Sundry plaster repairs  (say) 5,000.00

(h) Repairs to emergency staircase (say) 10,000.00

2. M&E Works

(a) As detailed on M & E Consultants breakdown
(Appendix 2) 572,000.00

(b) Builders work in connection with M & E works
Main Contractors alterations 15% 85,800.00

£903,800.00

3. Contingencies

(a) Contingency Sum 40,000.00

4. Preliminaries

(a) Main Contractors Preliminary Costs (20%) 188,760.00
£1,132,560.00

Note:

1. The Estimated Costings are at current levels and no allowance has
been made for increased costs for future schemes/phases

2. The above are exclusive of VAT, Professional Fees and VAT on
Professional Fees

3. No allowance has been made for decanting or segregation of the works
into a number of individual contracts
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APPENDIX 2

INTERNAL REFURBISHMENT OF CHURCH HOUSE, BELFAST

LIST OF NECESSARY MECHANICAL & ELECTRICAL REPAIRS

1. Upgrade Fire Alarm System £ 45,000.00
2. Upgrade Passenger Lifts to Current Standards £ 80,000.00
3. Upgrade Assembly Hall Electrical Services £185,000.00
4. Provide Thermostatic Mixing Valves in Toilets £ 12,000.00
5. Upgrade Main Toilet Soils and Wastes System £ 5,000.00
6. Provide Disabled Refuge Alarm System in Staircase £ 20,000.00
7. Replace R22 Refrigerant AC System to First Floor £ 52,000.00
8. Replace/Upgrade Distribution Boards £ 20,000.00
9. Upgrade Emergency Lighting Throughout the Building £ 45,000.00
10. Upgrade Lighting to Minor Hall £ 18,000.00
11. Replace Existing Oil Tank £ 20,000.00
12. Replacement Heating Controls £ 50,000.00
13. Upgrade Intruder Alarm System £ 20,000.00

—————
TOTAL £572,000.00

—————

Costs Exclude:

Builders Work & Profit

VAT

Professional Fees

Out of Hours Working

APPENDIX 3

INTERNAL REFURBISHMENT OF CHURCH HOUSE, BELFAST

PROPOSED AMENDED PHASE 1 WORKS

Building Works
Area 1 – New Reception + Meeting/Exhibition Space £ 352,000.00
Area 2 – New Lift Shafts/Lifts + Associated Stairs and Landings 410,000.00
Area 3 – Third Floor Office Refurbishments 634,000.00

Essential Repairs – Required to be Completed Prior to 2014 (Not Already
Included Above)
Upgrade Fire Alarm System (incl. BWIC) 45,000.00

£1,441,000.00
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Professional Fees 113,695.00
£ 1,554,695.00

VAT on Building Works (£ 1,268,000.00) + VAT 
on Professional Fees (£ 113,695.00) (15%) 207,254.00

£ 1,761,949.00
Provision of Fixtures + Fittings (Desks, Chairs, Etc.) 50,000.00

£1,811,949.00

Notes:

● Should none of the above works be carried out, the total estimated
value of works required as “essential” prior to 2014 would be £
242,000.00

● Whilst Replacement of R22 Refrigerant AC System to 1st Floor
is not essential prior to 2014 (this work can wait until 2015 when
it must be replaced), any repair requirements to the existing
system in the meantime could result in expensive “interim”
replacement of R22 refrigerant and potential nugatory
expenditure. No costs for this work are included in the above

4. An assumption has been made regarding the VAT assessment that
works of structural alterations nature in respect of the new lift installations may
qualify to be zero rated (Disability access upgrades are generally zero rated).

5. The Estimated Costings are at current levels and no allowance has
been made for increased costs for future schemes/phases.

6. No allowance has been made for decanting.

The complete internal refurbishment scheme has been costed, at
current levels, at £5,845,000.00 inclusive of building works, fittings +
furniture, VAT, Professional Fees and VAT on Professional Fees. (Note the
Phase 1 Works detailed above are included within this costing). 

7. MEMORIAL RECORD

The Rev John Moore Myers, MA died on 28 March, 2009 in the 97th year
of his age and the 60th of his ministry. A Belfast man, he was brought up within
the fellowship of Cooke Centenary Congregation and educated at the Rea
Memorial Primary School, the Royal Belfast Academical Institution, Shaftsbury
House, Magee and Trinity Colleges from which he gained his MA, and what was
then Assembly’s College. Before entering the ministry he was for several years
in business and experiences here stood him good stead throughout his ministry,
for as he was often to reflect, he learnt valuable lessons in business which he
would never have learnt from textbooks. He served Assistantships in West
Church, Ballymena and Mountpottinger Congregations. He was licensed by the
Presbytery of Belfast in 1944 and ordained to his first charge of Badoney and
Corrick in 1949. There he remained until 1970 when he was called to the
Congregation of Saltersland. He retired in 1982 and spent the remainder of his
life in Donaghadee. Throughout much of his time in Badoney and Corrick he
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was Clerk of the Omagh Presbytery and in the year 1973/4, while he was
Minister of Saltersland, he was Moderator of the Synod of Derry and Omagh.
John Myers was very much a “people’s man”, with a keen sense of humour and
a strong judge of character. In debate he had the capacity to see not just to the
root of the matter but also to the heart of the person. Whereas his sermons, in
comparison with many, were short they were very much to the point. He
excelled as a pastor and particularly in situations of distress and need; he was
always available to his people and community. Much of his relaxation was spent
either on the golf course or in the garden. He loved the wide open spaces and
took great satisfaction in co-operating with God in the creation of a garden of
which he was rightly proud. While he was minister of Badoney and Corrick he
met the girl who was to become his wife – the former Rebecca Mowbray from
Newtownstewart. What a fine example they proved to be of what a minister and
wife couple ought to be! Their joy in life was to serve their God among the
people He had called them to serve. Rebecca and their daughters Audrey and
Kathleen can be assured of the sympathy and prayers of the General Assembly
at this time of sorrow and loss.

The Rev Norman Hunter, BA, BD, MA, DipTheol, died on the 12th May,
2009 in the 80th year of his age and the 44th of his ministry. One of a family of
nine children, he was brought up in North Belfast within the fellowship of
Alexandra Congregation and educated at Mountcollyer Primary School, the
Bible Training Institute Glasgow, Magee and Trinity University Colleges and,
what was then, Assembly’s College. Before training for the ministry he worked
for several years as a shipwright in Harland and Wolff where he won the much
coveted “best apprentice of the year” prize and was sent to London to receive his
award. When he qualified as a shipwright he emigrated to work in a shipyard in
Vancouver. Shortly afterwards, and having committed his life to Christ, he felt
the call to be a missionary and enrolled as a student at the Bible Training
Institute, Glasgow. On achieving his qualification there he was asked to remain
for some time as Warden. During this time he sought to prepare himself for
matriculation to Glasgow University but eventually was persuaded to change his
mind and apply for matriculation at Magee University College as a student for
the Presbyterian Ministry. During his theological training he served a student
assistantship in Dundonald Church and, on being licensed for the ministry by the
Belfast Presbytery in June 1965, he became Assistant to the Convener of the
vacant Congregations of Lisbellaw, Maguiresbridge, Newtownbutler and
Lisnaskea. During all this time the call to be a missionary overseas remained
strong. This call was sustained and confirmed when, in September 1965 he was
ordained and appointed to missionary service in Malawi. His impact for God
there and in Zambia was such that, to this day, he is remembered by the students
he taught with great appreciation and affection. In the year 1978 he responded
affirmatively to the call of Banagher Congregation where he remained as their
much respected minister until retirement in 1998. His twenty years in Banagher
were marked by great zeal and dedication and saw the establishment of thriving
Girls and Boys Brigade Companies. Norman would have been the first to
acknowledge how much his life and ministry were enriched by the contribution
of his late wife Dorothy, whose death in the year 2002 he mourned deeply.
Working hand in hand with each other and their Congregation they achieved
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much which will stand many in good stead for time and in eternity. For much of
his time in Banagher he was Presbyterian Chaplain to HM Prison at Magilligan.
His daughters, Rhoda and Deborah, son Christopher and wider family circle can
take comfort that in their sorrow they are borne up by their late father’s many
friends, both within and beyond the fellowship of the General Assembly.

Moved by the Rev Dr DJ Watts, seconded by the Very Rev Dr WD Patton
and agreed:

1. That the Report be received.

2. That the General Assembly agree the Presbytery in the Coleraine-
Limavady area be known as the Presbytery of Coleraine and Limavady.

3. That the General Assembly agree the Presbytery in the North-West be
known as the Presbytery of Derry and Donegal.

Priorities

4. That the General Assembly note the goals identified by the Priorities
Committee in section (6) of its report.

5. That an examination of all assessments and appeals be included in the
remit of the General Assembly to the Panel appointed by the General Board to
review the Church’s position on pensions. 

Moderator’s Advisory Committee

6. That in the nomination of Moderator of the General Assembly,
Presbyteries should use the process outlined in paragraph 1.

Intermission

7. That the General Assembly, recognising the deep hurt felt by many at
the events surrounding the Presbyterian Mutual Society, call the Church to
continued prayer and concern for all involved.

8. That the General Assembly offer support to the Panel appointed to
advise on the Church’s response to the financial crisis and pray that it may be
given wisdom.

9. That the General Assembly, concerned for the well-being of many of
its members who are savers in the Presbyterian Mutual Society, call on the
Government of the United Kingdom to take urgent action in their support.

10. That the General Assembly call on the Northern Ireland Executive to
do all in its power to resolve the difficult situation for savers in the Presbyterian
Mutual Society.

11. That the General Assembly authorise the General Board to take all the
appropriate decisions which need to be made before the next Assembly in
support of savers in the Presbyterian Mutual Society.

12. That the General Assembly note the setting up of a Panel to investigate
the spiritual and ethical issues that emerge for our Church from the history of the
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Presbyterian Mutual Society, especially in the light of recent economic
developments that forced the society into administration.

13. That the General Assembly encourage the Moderator’s Advisory
Committee to identify ways to promote conciliation throughout the Church.

Moved by the Rev Dr DJ Watts, seconded by the Rev Prof Drew Gibson
and agreed:

Doctrine Committee

14. That the Youth and Children’s Ministry Board in consultation with the
Board of Social Witness be charged with the responsibility of pursuing the
objectives contained in the summary proposals.

The sederunt came to a close at 6.05pm, the Moderator pronouncing the
Benediction.

————————

On Tuesday evening, 2 June, 2009, at 7.45pm, a discussion was held in the
Assembly Hall under the title “Presbyterians Talk : Healthy Church - Caring
Community”.

————————

FOURTH SESSION

Wednesday, 3rd June, 2009 Half past nine o’clock. Forenoon

The Assembly again convened, the Moderator leading in prayer.

The Report of the GENERAL BOARD (Reports p 17-108) – debate
continued.

Moved by the Rev Dr DJ Watts, seconded by the Rev Dr LE Carroll and
agreed:

Church and Society

15. That the General Assembly welcome the four working groups
addressing human rights, a shared and better future, the economy, and dealing
with the past and encourage the Committee to develop position papers to inform
the Church’s engagement in the public arena.
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16. That the General Assembly encourage members of the Church in the
Republic of Ireland in particular to use the new panel to bring matters of concern
in the Republic to the fore.

17. That the General Assembly recognise the need to build firm
foundations and structures for the future in Northern Ireland, addressing matters
related to the conflict and moving towards a shared and better future in which
the violence of the past has no place.

18. That the General Assembly accept the Church and Society Committee
response to the Report of the Consultative Group on the Past and asks the
conveners to forward it to the Secretary of State on behalf of the General
Assembly.

19. That in light of the immensity of the task of dealing with the past and
in light of the ongoing suffering of victims and survivors, the General Assembly
continue to pray for the Commission for Victims and Survivors and support it in
its work.

20. That the General Assembly urge the Victims Commission to address
the needs of the injured and regret that these were not addressed in the Report of
the Consultative Group on the Past.

21. That the General Assembly support the decision of the Secretary of
State to reject the suggestion of a £12,000 recognition payment to the nearest
relative of someone who died as a result of the conflict.

22. That the General Assembly support the formation of a Legacy
Commission but is concerned that such a Commission should work with local
politicians. The Assembly therefore urge members of the Northern Ireland
Assembly to engage on the issues as a matter of urgency.

23. That accepting the reality of sectarianism and its widespread effects,
the General Assembly support further work in this area, direct Presbyteries to
examine the nature and extent of sectarianism within their bounds and to
develop ways to address that sectarianism, and report back to the Church and
Society Committee by the end of February 2010.

24. That the General Assembly recognise the impact of the economic
recession on individuals and institutions and welcomes the timely formation of
the Social Justice Network.

25. That the General Assembly encourage all voters to participate in the
European elections in June.

26. That the General Assembly note the resignation of the Rev Matthew
Ross from the Church and Society Commission in Brussels and thank him for
his work.

27. That a budget of £2000 be made available from the Incidental Fund for
the work of the Church and Society Committee.
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Pastoral Care

28. That the General Assembly continue to pray for all whose present
home is a Manse, and encourage them to avail of the support offered by the Care
Panel.

29. That a budget of £2,000 be made available from the Incidental Fund
for the work of the Pastoral Care Panel.

Panel on Ministries

30. That the General Assembly note the proposed training course for the
position of ‘Recognised/Accredited Preacher’.

31. That the Panel on Ministries be asked to continue its work, with power
to co-opt, looking particularly at outstanding issues including ‘tent-making
ministries’ and ‘part-time ministries’.

Moved by the Rev Dr DJ Watts, seconded by the Rev Prof Drew Gibson
and agreed:

Global Concerns Committee

32. That Lifestyle issues be incorporated in mission plans at
Congregation, Presbytery and General Assembly levels.

33. That the General Assembly commend the paper entitled, “Irregular
Immigration: responding to a dilemma faced by Congregations and individuals”,
as a source of information and a contribution to encouraging engagement with
this topical issue.

34. That the General Assembly approve the grants noted in the Race
Relations Panel report totalling £3,000.

35. That the General Assembly gratefully acknowledge the extensive and
effective work achieved by our peacemaking programme officers, Mrs Laura
Coulter and Miss Deborah Erwin, and wish them well for the future.

36. That the Gospel In Conflict material be once again commended to the
whole Church, with both Presbyteries and Congregations encouraged to make it
part of their regular Christian discipleship programme; and that the General
Assembly encourage the Ad Hoc Group examining the future of Peacemaking
in PCI to explore ways of integrating Peace-building into the mainstream of
Presbyterian Church life and providing the necessary resources to enable this
vital ministry and mission to continue.

Intermission

The Report of the GENERAL BOARD (Reports p 17-108) – debate
continued.

Moved by the Rev Dr DJ Watts, seconded by the Rev RA McLernon and
agreed:
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Church House Panel

37. That in the light of the Supplementary Report, the General Assembly
authorise the Property Management Committee to proceed with the Amended
Phase 1 of the interior renovation of Church House as outlined in Appendix 3 of
the Supplementary Report.

38. That the Property Management Committee be asked to bring proposals
to the 2010 General Assembly for the phased implementation and financing of
the further work.

39. That the Church House Panel be thanked for its work.

40. That a budget of £15,000 be made available from the Incidental Fund
for the work of the Church House Panel.

Moved by the Rev Dr DJ Watts, seconded by the Rev Prof Drew Gibson
and agreed:

Church Relations Committee

41. That the General Assembly appoint the following:

To the Irish Council of Churches Executive: the Revs John Brackenridge,
Lorraine Kennedy-Ritchie, Dr Donald Watts.

To the Irish Inter-Church Committee: the Revs Gabrielle Farquhar, Dr
Donald Watts.

42. That the following grants be made available from the Incidental Fund:

Irish Council of Churches £19,000

Irish Inter-Church Meeting 10,000

Conference of European Churches 5,000

Church and Society Commission (Brussels) 11,000

Community of Protestant Churches in Europe 3,000

World Alliance of Reformed Churches 12,000

43. That the General Assembly agree to a request from WARC to increase
funding over the next three years, in the following incremental manner: £13,000
in 2010; £14,000 in 2011; and £16,000 in 2012.

44. That the following delegates represent PCI at the 13th CEC Assembly
in Lyon, France, 15-21 July 2009: the Revs Lorraine Kennedy-Ritchie, Dr Allen
Sleith; Mrs Helen Bond; Mr Paul Armstrong.

45. That the following delegates represent PCI at the Uniting General
Council Meeting of WCRC in Grand Rapids, Michigan, USA, 18-28 June 2010:
the Revs Cheryl Meban, Dr Allen Sleith, Dr Donald Watts; Mrs Kathryn Viner.

General

46. That the General Board with its associated working Committees for
the ensuing year, be appointed in accordance with Par 272 of the Code as
follows:
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The Clerk, Convener

(a) Moderator, Clerk of Assembly, preceding three Moderators and
former Clerks of Assembly, Assembly Conveners and Secretaries of
Commissions and Boards.

(b) Revs Dr RA Russell, Dr WP Addley; A Boyd, P Davison — Revs CG
Harris, AD Davidson; WJ Hamilton, L McIlwaine — Revs JJ
Andrews, WB Boyd; N Rea, S Wallace — Revs TC Morrison, DW
Brice; HA Groves, R Doggart — Cecil Graham; Revs DJ Boden, WJ
Orr; Miss M Angus, — DC Cowan; Rev Dr JR Savage; CM Young,
John McKibbin — Revs MS Gault, GAJ Farquhar; E Boal, J
Armstrong — Revs WI Hunter, Noel Ward; C Lynn, G McIntyre —
Revs Stanley Stewart, TD Hagan; Mrs R Millar, Ian McCracken—
Revs BCG Black, AS Smyth; J Hanna, William Poole — Revs JI
Davey, AA McCullough; N Mawhinney, Miss E Whyte — Revs CJ
Gamble, AJ Boal;_______________, Alan Finlay — Revs IJ
Patterson, RA Moffett; JB McClean, Dr TJ Robinson, — Revs SG
Anketell, GJ Mackarel; J Fairbairn, M Jackson — Revs SA Finlay,
WT Bingham; J Chestnutt, S Walker — Revs Robert Herron, JT
Williamson; TJG Wilson, JA Patterson — Revs Noel McClean, HW
Mullan; M Morrison, EC Redmond — Revs WJ Murdock, Brian
Kennaway; J Johnston, Mrs A Bowden — Revs TJ Conway, AS
Thompson; _________, N Johnston.

(g) Revs Dr RI Birney, DH Thompson, IF Smith, RA McLernon; Mrs G
Irwin, Mrs L Coulter, Mrs Z Vallely, Mrs C Hawthorne, Mrs M
Thompson, Mrs D Webster, Mrs H Jess, Mrs M Magowan, Mrs S
Harding, Mrs Avril Heenan, WH Henry, D Bell, JH Martin, WJ
Cairns, S McKinney.

A. CHURCH AND SOCIETY COMMITTEE (5)

Revs Dr LE Carroll; AJ Boal, Co-Conveners

(a) The Moderator, preceding Moderator, Clerk, former Clerks, and
Deputy Clerk of Assembly, Moderator-Designate, Global Concerns
Convener, Church and Society Conveners.

(x) Revs Dr David Clarke, TN Hamilton, JA Kirkpatrick, CA Meban; R
McCarter.

(y) Revs WT Bingham, Stanley Stewart, JJ Andrews, Brian Kennaway;
JA Patterson, I McCracken.

B. GLOBAL CONCERNS (4) Rev CJC McMullen, Convener

(a) The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly, Committee Convener,
Conveners of Environment, Peace and Peacemaking, Race Relations
Panels, Representative of Board of Mission Overseas, Church
Relations.
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(x) Revs CM Hunter, Dr AF Nel; Mrs F Watts, Dr J Gillespie.

(y) Revs Dr WP Addley, Dr RA Russell, AD Davidson; A Boyd.

C. CHURCH RELATIONS (5) Rev Dr WJA Sleith, Convener

(a) The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly, Committee Convener, Prof of
Systematic Theology, Representative of Youth and Children’s
Ministry, Board of Mission in Ireland, Board of Mission Overseas and
Global Concerns.

(x) Revs John Brackenridge, KDW Crowe, SE Hughes, Dr JC
McCullough, Lorraine Kennedy-Ritchie, DB Knox.

(y) Revs WB Boyd, GAJ Farquhar, SG Anketell, Dr JR Savage; CM
Young, Dr TJ Robinson.

D. DOCTRINE COMMITTEE (5) Principal, UTC, Convener

(a) The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly, General Assembly’s
Theological Professors.

(x) Revs CA Meban, GJ Kennedy, SD Finlay; Dr Michael McClenahan,
R Thompson, Miss D Ford.

(y) Revs Dr JR Savage, GJ Mackarel, Dr RA Russell, SA Finlay, AJ Boal,
IJ Patterson.

E. PRIORITIES COMMITTEE (8) The Clerk, Convener

(a) The Moderator, Clerk, Deputy Clerk of Assembly, Board Secretaries,
Conveners of General Board Committees.

(x) Conveners of Assembly Commissions and Boards.

(y) Revs TJ Conway, Dr. RA Russell, RA Moffett, GAJ Farquhar, AD
Davidson, TD Hagan; DC Cowan, L McIlwaine, Cecil Graham.

F. MODERATOR’S ADVISORY COMMITTEE (5)

The Clerk, Convener

(a) The Moderator, preceding three Moderators, Clerk, former Clerks,
Deputy Clerk of Assembly, Communications and Press Secretary.

(x) Rev DR Baker; Mrs Rosemary Dunlop, Norman Chambers, Lindsay
Conway, MA Morrow QC.

(y) Revs JJ Andrews, TJ Conway, SG Anketell; Mrs A Bowden, Mrs R
Millar.
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G. RECOGNISED MINISTRIES COMMITTEE (3)

The Clerk, Convener

(a) The Moderator, Clerk, Deputy Clerk of Assembly, Convener of Union
Commission, Doctrine Committee, Reception of Ministers and
Licentiates Committee.

(x) Rev WS Marrs; Mrs M Myers, Miss R Stirling.

(y) Revs GAJ Farquhar, SG Anketell; Miss E Whyte.

H. RECEPTION OF MINISTERS AND LICENTIATES COMMITTEE (6)

Rev IJ Patterson, Convener

(a) The Moderator, Clerk, Deputy Clerk of Assembly, Committee
Convener, Convener of Board of Christian Training, Convener and
Director of Ministerial Studies, Convener Church Relations, Principal
UTC, Secretary of Board of Mission in Ireland, .

(x) Revs KWJ Hanna, SD Finlay, SS Johnston, Lorraine Kennedy-
Ritchie; D McMullan, Miss A Taylor.

(y) Revs SA Finlay, WJ Murdock, CG Harris, GAJ Farquhar; Miss M
Angus, A Boyd.

The Overture Anent Par 81(3) of the Code (Reports p108) was submitted
by the Rev Dr RB Savage.

Moved by the Rev Dr RB Savage, seconded by the Rev TD Gribben, and
agreed:

That the overture anent Par 81(3) of the Code, having lain on the books for
one year, be enacted as the law of the Church.

With the leave of the House, the Overture Anent Par 33(4) of the Code
(Reports p109) was withdrawn.

The Overtures Anent Pars 62 and 98 of the Code (Reports p109) were
submitted by the Rev Dr DJ Watts.

Moved by the Rev Dr DJ Watts, seconded by the Rev TD Gribben, and
agreed:

1. That the overtures anent Par 62 and 98 of the Code be received and
placed on the books.

2. That the overtures anent Par 62 and 98 of the Code be made Interim
Acts.
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The Overture anent Pars 236(2) of the Code (Reports p126) was
submitted by the Rev TD Gribben. 

Moved by the Rev TD Gribben, seconded by the Clerk, and agreed: 

1. That the Overture anent Par 236(2) of the Code be received and that,
under Par 111 of the Code, be made the rule of the Church.

The Overture anent Pars 274(6)(e) of the Code (Reports p126) was
submitted by the Rev TD Gribben.

Moved by the Rev TD Gribben, seconded by the Clerk, and agreed: 

1. That the Overture anent Par 274(6)(e) of the Code be received and
that, under Par 111 of the Code, be made the rule of the Church.

The Assembly engaged in worship conducted by the Moderator who invited
the Rev Dr Philip Ryken to address the Assembly.

The sederunt came to a close at 12.48pm, the Moderator pronouncing the
Benediction.
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FIFTH SESSION

Wednesday, 3rd June, 2009 Two o’clock. Afternoon

The Assembly again convened, the Moderator leading in prayer.

The Report of the BOARD OF YOUTH AND CHILDREN’S
MINISTRY (Reports pp 193-207) was submitted by the Rev JP Moxen,
together with the following Supplementary Report:

Rev Craig Mawhinney

Since the report was written the Rev Craig Mawhinney has decided to step
down as Convener of the Training Committee which he has enthusiastically
guided for the past five years. His commitment and skill have been of
tremendous importance to the Board, who recognise and appreciate the value of
his work.

Moved by the Rev JP Moxen, seconded by the Rev RS Stockman, and
agreed:

1. That the Report be received.

2. That a grant of £9,540 be paid from the Incidental Fund to Youth Link:
NI.

3. That the General Assembly approve the Youth and Children’s Project
2009-10 to be split 75/25 between a peace and reconciliation project in Nepal
and new Youth Link centre.

4. That the resignation of the Rev Craig Mawhinney as Convener of the
Training Committee be accepted, that he be thanked for his services and the Rev
Christoph Ebbinghaus be appointed in his place.

SPUD Resolutions

5. That the General Assembly request the Research and Education
Committee of the Board of Youth and Children’s Ministry to raise awareness
about the pressures and issues affecting young people, both among young people
themselves and the wider Church.

6. That the General Assembly encourage the Board of Youth and
Children’s Ministry to make available further resources and develop training,
which equips youth leaders to empower young people both within and outside
our Congregations in response to the challenges of contemporary culture.

7. That the General Assembly seek to ensure that funding is made
available for peacemaking posts to coordinate both existing and potential peace-
building projects.
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8. That the General Assembly encourage Congregations actively to seek
to build relationships with all sections of the community, including those of a
different religious, ethnic and socio-economic backgrounds.

9. That the General Assembly invite the Peacemaking Panel to explore
ways in which Churches in interface and marginalised communities can receive
pastoral and practical support from the wider Church family.

10. That the General Assembly request Congregations to ensure young
people have the opportunity to contribute and participate in decision-making at
local Congregational level.

11. That the General Assembly encourage Congregations to ensure the
empowerment of young people in meaningful and appropriate participation in
every aspect of Congregational life and witness.

12. That the Board of Youth and Children’s Ministry, with its associated
working Committees for the ensuing year, be appointed as follows:

Rev JP Moxen, Convener

Miss R Stirling, Secretary

(a) The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly, Board Convener, Director of
Youth and Children’s Ministry, Director of Programmes, Conveners
of Research and Resources (BMI), Training and Resources (BCT)
Committees, Full-time University Chaplains.

(b) Revs RJ Montgomery, GJ Kennedy — Rev SD Finlay; N McKee —
Revs RM Murray, MJR Neilly — Miss D Draffin, M Wylie —
Corinna McQuigg, J Bell — A McCann, Mrs JM Noteman —
Rev_______________; A Howard — Rev CWA Martin, W Willis —
Revs ND Craig, RA Mulholland — Miss M McCauley, Mrs C
Woodward — _______________; _______________ — Rev MRJ
Anderson; Mrs G McCormick — _______________, W Willis — Rev
Troy Morgan, Miss P Patton — R Annett, Mrs E Maxwell — Revs
CFD Clements, RA Campbell — Revs Peter Turton, Kenneth
Henderson — GA Barkley, R Hill — Revs JA Curry, WG Hamilton.

(g) Rev Amanda Best; Mrs C Murray, Mrs J Craig, , Mrs J Robinson, ,
Mrs S Campbell, Mrs G Ditty, Mrs F Cromie, Mrs G Graham, Mrs L
Keys, Mrs C McQuigg, P McKinstry, A Ditty, T McAllister, G
MacLean, A Brown, Mark Beattie, Miss S Moore, Miss N Bradley,
Miss Alison Armstrong, Jocelyn Brown.

A. TRAINING COMMITTEE (5)

Rev Christoph Ebbinghaus, Convener

(a) The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly, Board Convener, Committee
Convener, Director of Youth and Children’s Ministry, Youth
Development Officer, Children’s Development Officer, Regional
Youth and Support Workers, Director of Programmes, Young Adults’
Development Officer, Rev Craig Mawhinney.

(x) Paul Brown, Mrs Jenny Robinson, Dr Alistair McCracken.
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(y) Revs RJ Montgomery, Kenneth Henderson; Miss Michelle McCauley.

B. RESEARCH AND EDUCATION COMMITTEE (4)

Rev RS Stockman, Convener

(a) The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly, Board Convener, Committee
Convener, Director of Youth and Children’s Ministry, Director of
Programmes.

(x) Glenn Jordan, Mrs Sonia Mawhinney, Ms Barbara McIlwrath, Chris
Hunter.

(y) Revs SD Finlay, Troy Morgan; Miss Corinna McQuigg, Michael
Wylie.

C. RESOURCES COMMITTEE (5)

Rev GJ Kennedy, Convener

(a) The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly, Board Convener, Committee
Convener, Director of Youth and Children’s Ministry, Children’s
Development Officer, Youth Development Officer, Regional Youth
and Support Workers, Director of Programmes.

(x) Revs RL Brown, JA Peacock; Mrs Ruth Elkin, Mrs Carole Johnston.

(y) Rev WG Hamilton; Miss Michelle McCauley, Miss Pamela Patton,
Jonathan Bell.

D. MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES COMMITTEE (5)

Rev JH Flaherty, Convener

(a) The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly, Board Convener, Committee
Convener, Director of Youth and Children’s Ministry, Representative
Board of Mission Overseas and Board of Mission in Ireland, Director
of Programmes, Young Adults’ Development Officer.

(x) Revs Dr MJ Welsh, MN Davidson; David McCullagh, Mark
Moorhead, Mrs Karen Martin.

(y) Revs CWA Martin, MJR Neilly, JA Curry, RA Campbell, ND Craig.

E. MINISTRY EVENTS COMMITTEE (4)

Rev AJ Thompson, Convener

(a) The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly, Board Convener, Committee
Convener, Director of Youth and Children’s Ministry, Director of
Programmes.
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(x) Michael Wylie, Alan Meban, Robert Penney, Nick Cooper, Mark
Moorehead.

(y) Rev Mrs Glenda McCormick, Andy McCann, Andrew Howard, Rick
Hill, Johnny Bell.

A Memorial of the Presbytery of Dromore was submitted by Mr Joe
Topping as follows:

To the Venerable the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in
Ireland to meet in Belfast on 1st June, 2009.

The Memorial of the Presbytery of Dromore Respectfully Showeth:

That much valuable work has been done, many useful resources provided
and contacts created since the two Peace and Peacemaking Development
Officers were appointed.

That much effort still needs to be made in helping members of our Church,
young and old, appreciate their own identity and work towards a better
understanding of those whose identity is different from theirs.

That funding for the two permanent posts finishes at the end of June.

Memorialists, therefore, pray your Venerable Assembly to recognise the
significant contribution these posts have made to the mission of our Church in
recent years and to continue the service they have provided by meeting the
expenses involved over the next three years as a call on the Incidental Fund.

And Memorialists, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

Adopted by the Presbytery of Dromore at its meeting on 5th May, 2009.

DH GILPIN, Moderator

JI DAVEY, Clerk

Moved by Mr Joe Topping, seconded by the Rev JI Davey:

1. That the Memorial be received and its prayer granted.

Moved as an amendment by the Rev Dr DJ Watts, seconded by the Rev TD
Gribben and agreed:

1. That the Memorial be received and its prayer be not granted at this
time but that the arguments contained in the Memorial be referred to the panel
considering the future of peacemaking for careful consideration.

On being put to the House, the substantive motion was declared passed.

Intermission

The Report of the 2010 SPECIAL ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE (Reports
pp 305-306) was submitted by the Rev TC Morrison, together with the following
Supplementary Report:

And just when it seemed the final pieces were falling into place...
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Thanks to a careful reading of the agreement with Dublin City University
just before it was signed it became clear that the proposed insurance cover was
not nearly adequate. This was confirmed by our own insurers and when further
communication with the University did not result in the cover being sufficiently
increased a decision had to be made.

That unanimous decision was to relocate the Conference in Coleraine – a
venue that has served us well in the past and was available in 2010.

It also provided us with the opportunity to move the Conference to a
slightly earlier date, namely 16-19 August.

So: Confident in Christ. University of Ulster in Coleraine. 16-19 August,
2010.

Comprehensive information on cost, accommodation and seminars will
follow as soon as it is available.

The purpose of the Assembly:

In an atmosphere of praise and fellowship, through keynote addresses and
seminar programme the Special Assembly aims to:-

● strike a note of confidence in God and his gospel

● encourage and inspire delegates in their Christian life

● focus on being not doing

● proclaim the wonder of grace and its implications

● be a joyous experience and celebrate the good news

Moved by the Rev TC Morrison, seconded by the Rev DH Thompson and
agreed:

1. That the Report be received.

2. That the Special Assembly be relocated to the University of Ulster at
Coleraine on 16-19 August, 2010.

3. That the 2010 Assembly Committee be appointed as follows:

Revs DH Thompson, TC Morrison, Co-Conveners

The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly; Committee Conveners.

Revs JA Beattie, AJ Boal, RL Craig, WD Cupples, MN Davidson, CWP
Kennedy, Lorraine Kennedy-Ritchie, FP Sellar, SJ Hanna, Karen Campbell, DJ
Bruce; S McDowell, S Lynas, Mrs M Patterson, Miss B McDade, D Thomson,
Miss JP Gamble, A Carroll, R Thompson, Miss J Nelson, D Baird.

The Report of the BOARD OF MISSION IN IRELAND (Reports pp 148-
163) was submitted by the Rev RA Patton, together with the following
Supplementary Report:

62

BOARD OF
MISSION IN

IRELAND



BELFAST, 2009 Daily Minutes

(A) Research and Resources Committee –

An Understanding of Mission for the Presbyterian Church in Ireland

Preamble

At the request of the Board of Mission in Ireland, the Research and
Resources Committee has been working towards a contextualised understanding
of mission for our Irish Presbyterian setting, as with God’s help, we seek to build
vibrant communities of Christ serving and transforming Ireland. Other Boards
and Agencies of the Church have expressed interest in this work, and the paper
that follows is offered as a resource to help the Church reflect upon our
collective call to mission. The Board envisages that ministers and
congregational leaders may find the contents helpful as they prayerfully consider
their local situations, and especially as they draft their missional plans.

The Board acknowledges the context determined nature of this work, and
trusts that others will add to our collective understanding of mission as projects
are initiated and further reflection takes place drawing out additional scriptural
insights.

An understanding of Mission for the Presbyterian Church in Ireland.

God, the prime mover in mission

God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, is the prime mover in mission. The story
of the Bible is of God’s mission, through his covenant of grace, to rescue a fallen
world ultimately through the life, death, resurrection and exaltation of Jesus
Christ. Mission, therefore, is not primarily something we do but God does. God
is a missionary God, and we as his people, continuously participate in his
activity. Whichever context the Church has found itself in over history, this great
commission call to “Go and preach the good news” remains our primary impetus
in mission.

The Bible’s big story of mission

The Bible records how God’s rule through his people is extended
throughout the earth, overcoming sin and climaxing in the consummation of all
things under Christ. This relentless extension of God’s reign is mission.

Holistic, integral mission

Holistic mission is a way of calling the Church to keep together, in her
theology as well as in her practice, what God Himself never separates: ‘being’
and ‘doing’, the ‘spiritual’ and the ‘physical’, the ‘individual’ and the ‘social’,
‘justice’ and ‘mercy’, ‘preaching the truth’ and ‘practising the truth’. What is the
relationship between word and action in mission? The Lausanne Covenant of
1974 insisted that evangelism and social concern are two facets of mission, and
they belong together. While correcting a significant imbalance, the Board
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suggests this creates an unhelpful distinction, since words and actions are part of
the same holistic demonstration of the kingdom. (1Peter 2:12. 3:15).

Globally, the Church is moving south, becoming younger, and increasingly
engaging with the poor, a stark contrast with our relatively static, ageing and rich
context. We need to allow the world Church to tutor us towards a fuller, more
holistic understanding of mission, while recognising the costs associated with
this kind of radical discipleship.

So, what might be the starting points for holistic missional activity in
Ireland? It is possible to begin with any live issue or at any point of need. In
contemporary Ireland these entry points for mission may include, among others:

● A divided society / Dealing with past hurts

● Sectarianism

● Pluralism

● Post-modernism

● Racism

● The environmental crisis

● Social justice / Social policy

● Marginalisation

● Loneliness

● Illness

● Guilt

● Bereavement

● Addiction

● Urbanisation

● Rural life

● Media

● Ireland’s part in the new Europe

● Identity

● Individualism and Significance

● Work

● Consumerism and debt

● Poverty and wealth

● Governance and statehood

● Globalisation / new world order

● Sexuality

● Relationships, including Family & Divorce

● Ageing

To be effective in mission, beginning at these places the Church must
intentionally move towards a direct explanation of the gospel.
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Mission may not always begin with evangelism. But mission that does not
ultimately include declaring the word and the name of Christ, the call to
repentance, and faith and obedience has not completed its task. It is defective
mission, not holistic mission. (Chris Wright, The Mission of God p 319).

Presbyterian vision for mission in Ireland

There have been significant moves of God’s Spirit through the
denomination’s history, and a desire to reach out has long been part of our
heritage. However, it could be argued that we have never fully shaken off an
initial chaplaincy mindset, which may have limited the parameters of our
mission to our own people. In the General Assembly Reports of 1973, the late
Dr Alan Flavelle wrote:

Theodore Wedel likens the Church to a coastguard station on a dangerous
coast. Tales of its rescue-service are often told; memorial windows reflect its
achievement; no effort is spared to give the coastguards a centre worthy of the
cause they serve. But “this station-building became in time such an absorbing
activity that the rescue service was increasingly neglected, though traditional
drills and rituals were carefully preserved. The actual launching out into the
ocean storm became a hireling vocation, or one left to a few volunteers.” Is
there here a realistic picture of the Church of Christ in Ireland to-day? (Annual
Reports 1973 p,184-185.)

This challenge, issued 36 years ago is as important for us today as it was
then. It calls us as a Church to ruthlessly re-examine our attitude to mission. As
individuals, Congregations, Presbyteries and a General Assembly, we need to
see ourselves as part of God’s unfolding plan for mission. We are not passive in
this, but partners, fully participating with God in his mission. In an attitude of
prayer, we need to re-engage with God’s big story in the Bible, and find places
of connection with our 21st century world. Chris Wright comments:

Fundamentally, our mission (if it is biblically informed and validated)
means our committed participation as God’s people, at God’s invitation and
command, in God’s own mission within the history of God’s world for the
redemption of God’s creation. (The Mission of God pp 22-23).

To be healthy, the Church needs to be conformed in each generation to
God’s heart for mission to the outsider. Our reformed heritage gives us
confidence to engage in this continually urgent task of mission to a lost world.
History demonstrates that when the Church fails to re-interpret this essential
mindset for itself, it declines and ultimately dies.

(B) Strategy for Mission Committee –

Mission Planning. Summary of Presbytery Plans

Introduction

Since last year’s General Assembly the Board of Mission in Ireland has
been working with each Presbytery to enable them to prepare a mission plan.
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The Board want to pay tribute to the Presbytery mission plan co-ordinators and
their teams who gave their time, energy and effort to this important task.

It would be unrealistic to expect that any short report could do justice to the
wealth of work that has gone into a process that covers such a variety of contexts
for mission. What follows is a broad view of where we assess ourselves to be in
relation to the missional challenge we face in Ireland today.

We find ourselves a Church whose mission is still largely determined by
patterns from the past, while facing new pictures of the present, and trying to
move in the direction of plans for the future.

The Presbytery mission planning process raised many questions - maybe as
many questions as answers - however, there is an encouraging sense that we are
increasingly prepared, not only to ask, but to begin to grapple with, the salient
challenges those questions raise.

PATTERNS FROM THE PAST

In the mission of the Church we are never starting from scratch. We are
inheritors of the heritage of the past handed on to us for both good and ill.

Presence

Every Presbytery is working from a starting point of an inherited
distribution of Congregations, many founded at the peak of the Irish
Christendom experience in which expansion in local population almost
automatically translated into the need for an associated local Congregation.
Some of these Congregations now find themselves cut adrift from their
traditional Presbyterian hinterland by population shifts. Others have equally
benefited from such movements, as Presbyterians relocating from elsewhere
have swollen the ranks of Congregations in what have become satellite towns
and commuter areas. One Presbytery observed how, ‘it would appear that we
have been successful in following the general Protestant demographic’.
(Armagh Presbytery Mission Plan).

As our inherited situation becomes increasingly less consistent with the
emerging opportunities for witness across Ireland, we will have to grapple with
persistent questions about the disparity between where we are, and where we
need to be located for mission. A number of Presbyteries highlighted significant
areas of need where we could and, in their opinion, should be establishing new
presence in mission.

Practice

In terms of missional practice, responses to questionnaires show that, more
often than not, Congregations are employing time-honoured methods based on
an attractional model ‘designed on the basis that people will come to us’ (Tyrone
Presbytery Mission Plan). In some settings this retains a measure of
effectiveness, however, as the gap between Church and society widens, and
fewer and fewer people have experience of Church or familiarity with the gospel
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message, the need for a more carefully contextually nuanced and incarnational
approach will become paramount.

The evidence seems to suggest that we find it difficult to think beyond
minor variation of the themes of mission followed in the past. This impasse in
our thinking is doubtless negatively reinforced by the effort involved in just
maintaining what we view as sacrosanct features of Congregational life. As one
Presbytery put it, ‘many of the Congregations are engaged in maintaining
activity, rather than considering missional opportunities’ (Ards Presbytery
Mission Plan). Only an intentional effort to stop and take stock will enable us to
begin to find freshly contextualised means of effective mission.

PICTURES OF THE PRESENT

Both across and within Presbyteries there are enormous variations of both
context and Congregational responses in mission. We no longer live in a
homogenous Ireland so an imaginative and varied response to mission will be
increasingly required.

Profile

The general decline in the annual statistics of our denomination is already
well documented. Among recurring features across the Presbyteries are
decreasing numbers (often felt first in families claiming connection but eating
into contributing families and numbers attending worship), an increasing age
profile and a below average participation by the 15-40’s. Some Congregations
are growing, although much of this appears to be by transfer rather than
conversion growth.

The following comment reflects a growing recognition of our need to face
up to the missional implications of these issues seriously. ‘We have a window of
10-15 years when significant finance and active leadership will be available to
us to develop the ministries of our Congregations. Failure to do so will, humanly
speaking, leave many of our Congregations in slow, terminal decline’ (Down
Presbytery Mission Plan).

Numbers are not everything. Perhaps one aspect of the change of mindset
from maintenance to mission will be a concentration less on the ‘how many,
how much and how often’ of membership, finance and internal meetings to a
new appreciation of the measures of ‘how deep, how well and how far’
reflecting missional discipleship, stewardship and influence in the community.

Place

The Presbytery mission plan process sought to call attention to the specific
challenges of mission in the varied contexts that comprise Ireland, as we know
it today. Without recognising and seeking to faithfully respond to the changing
context, there is the following growing recognition that we cannot be effective
in mission. ‘We are aware that the world, has changed and is changing, but too
often we are complacent and content in our comfort zones’ (Templepatrick
Presbytery Mission Plan).

67



BELFAST, 2009

Changes in society are first, and most sharply, being felt in our urban
centres but continue to exercise a wider impact. Increasing secularisation and the
individualisation of lifestyle perhaps most keenly presses the Church in our
cities. As neighbourhood gives way to network as the primary setting around
which people arrange their lives, the insularity of suburbanisation expands into
commuter areas around the major population centres. While many of us have
enjoyed an increasing prosperity in recent years, a significant minority remain
marginalised, not only by society but often in terms of the focus of the Church’s
mission as well. Rural areas are changing too as dependence on agriculture
continues to give way to other ways of life and earning a living. Post-Troubles
Northern Ireland offers new opportunities to reach across historic divides in
mission perhaps for the first time in living memory. Our shores now encompass
significant migrant populations, both North and South. Materialism,
consumerism, the breathtaking pace of technological advance and the selfish
apathy spawned by this cocktail of the idols of our age represent potent rivals to
the way of Christ.

Across our island, Presbyteries express the need for fresh thinking and new
models of mission to the marginalised, the busy commuter, our rural and Roman
Catholic neighbours. The Board of Mission in Ireland takes seriously its
responsibility to help Presbyteries and Congregations to both better understand
and respond to the issues raised by these identified areas of deficit in our
approach to mission.

PLANS FOR THE FUTURE

It was in the area of planning for the future that most Presbytery Mission
Plans fell short of the sort of clarity that will enable a movement from mere
analysis of the situation to co-ordinated action in response.

Priorities

Presbyteries find it difficult to prioritise between existing Congregations in
assessing competing requests for resources for mission, whether financial or
personnel. In terms of identifying specific new opportunities for mission they
were more forthcoming. This reality raises the question of a criterion by which
some measure of objectivity in prioritising might be applied. One Presbytery
offered the following criteria drawn up in the context of their urban setting.

Questions to consider when determining priority regarding use of resources:

a. How does the leadership of the Congregation demonstrate a genuine
willingness to engage in mission?

b. What evidence is there of an equal willingness to change radically and
co-operate with others if necessary?

c. What resources for mission are available compared to the number of
people in the parish area?

d. What (if any) particular socio-economic context creates specific
opportunities for mission?
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e. What evidence is there of a willingness in the leadership to put
Kingdom before Congregation?

(North Belfast Presbytery Mission Plan)

Objectivity is not everything. We need to be open to the leading of the Spirit
in mission. Nevertheless, the Spirit does not guide in isolation from concrete
realities, and it is this sort of application of criteria that moves towards the
prioritisation of missional resources that will take most Presbytery mission plans
to the next level of engagement.

Presbytery

Even before the process started it was evident that asking Presbyteries to
produce an overall plan for mission was taking them into new territory. The
issue of Presbytery’s role in strategising for mission, and how that relates to
Congregations, remains a matter that is receiving ongoing attention. Some
Presbyteries were willing to offer helpful observations to specific Congregations
within their bounds as to the context and possible content of mission. Others
restricted such comment to general principles for every Congregation. Still
others were reluctant to do so at all.

If future Presbytery mission planning is to be effective the issue of
Presbytery’s calling, capacity and confidence to act as a missional body will
need to be addressed. Nevertheless, Presbytery offers an important structure to
enable missional effectiveness and co-operation between Congregations. One
Presbytery recognised this as a strength in our system that needs to be harnessed.
‘We believe that being a Presbytery is a gift God has given us to fulfil [our
missional challenge] and that this is a great time to be a Presbyterian’ (South
Belfast Presbytery Mission Plan).

The Dublin and Munster Presbytery acknowledge in the conclusion to their
mission plan, ‘we are very aware that this is simply the start of the next phase
of an exciting journey’ (Dublin and Munster Presbytery Mission Plan). The
Board of Mission in Ireland is determined to continue to work with both
Presbyteries, and in the future, Congregations, to find the most appropriate
means to enable them to refine and redesign the mission of the Church to ensure
continuing effectiveness.

Many Presbyteries have outlined an intentional strategy to continue to
develop and monitor the outworking of their plan in conjunction with
Congregations. In this regard we draw attention to resolutions 3 and 4 of the
Board report. Resolution 3 tasks each Presbytery with prioritising one element
of their mission plan to support and stimulate Congregations in their mission
planning process over the next twelve months. In resolution 4, the Board
commits to bring a detailed strategy to next year’s Assembly to support the
ongoing development of mission planning across the denomination.
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(C) Strategy for Mission Committee -

Future of the Shankill Road Mission

At the meeting of the Board on 10 March, 2009 the following resolution
was passed:

The Board notes the effects of the current financial crisis upon the work of
the Shankill Road Mission and that an assessment group be appointed to meet
with the Convener, Superintendent, other Office Bearers of the mission and
others deemed appropriate by the Board to consider the future of the work and
bring recommendations to the Strategy for Mission Committee

An assessment group was appointed as follows:

Rev Roy Patton (BMI Convener)

Rev William Henry (BMI Strategy for Mission Convener)

Mr Douglas Cowan (BMI Finance Committee Convener)

Rev David Bruce (BMI Executive Secretary)

Mr Derek Cummings (BMI Finance Committee member)

The Assessment Group invited the Revs Colin Morrison and Ivan Neish to
sit and deliberate as representatives of the North Belfast Presbytery.

A meeting with representatives of the Shankill Road Mission and
Congregation was held on 28 April, 2009 in the Shankill Road Mission. The
meeting explored the financial and missional challenges facing the Shankill
Road Mission in light of the large investment holdings in the Presbyterian
Mutual Society and the changing patterns of life on the Shankill Road. A
financial statement of Income and Expenditure since 2004 was tabled at the
meeting.

At a subsequent meeting of the BMI Finance Committee on 6 May, 2009,
the matter was fully discussed, and the following resolution was passed:

That the BMI Finance Committee recommends to the Board of Mission in
Ireland that the Shankill Road Mission be closed as soon as can be arranged.

At a meeting of the BMI Strategy for Mission Committee held on 13 May,
2009, the resolution (above) from the Finance Committee was tabled and agreed,
and the matter referred to a full meeting of the Board for debate before going to
the General Assembly.

At a meeting of the full Board of Mission In Ireland on 20 May, 2009, the
matter was debated and the resolutions of the Finance and Strategy for Mission
Committees regarding the Shankill Road Mission were affirmed. A resolution
from the Board to the General Assembly is appended.

Moved by the Rev RA Patton, seconded by the Rev DJ Bruce and agreed:

1. That the Report be received.

2. That Presbyteries be thanked for their work in producing mission
plans, and that each Presbytery appoints an agent designated Mission

Resolutions
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Development Co-ordinator, along with a small Mission Development
Committee, to continue the work of mission development at Presbytery level.

3. That during 2009, each Presbytery prioritise one task from their
mission plan specifically geared towards supporting and stimulating
Congregations in their task of mission planning.

4. That the Board of Mission in Ireland brings a detailed strategy for
supporting mission development at Presbytery and Congregational levels for
consideration at the General Assembly in 2010.

5. That the deadline for the completion of Congregational missional
plans be 30 May, 2010.

6. That the Report, “An understanding of Mission for the Presbyterian
Church in Ireland” be received and made available on request to the BMI office
to Ministers, Congregations, Presbyteries, Boards and Agencies of the Church to
aid their reflection on our call to mission, and that its production for this purpose
be made a charge on the Incidental Fund.

7. That the proposals contained in the report (Appendix B) concerning
the future of the Irish Mission and the formation of an Irish Mission Fund to
support the work of face-to-face evangelism in Ireland be approved.

8. That all Ministers and Kirk Sessions promote the forthcoming
Engaging the Heart Worship Conference at Stranmillis College, 21-23 August,
2009 and encourage delegates from their Congregations to attend, and that
£5,000 from the Church Hymnary Trust Fund be made available to help defray
the costs of this event.

9. That from this date, St Patrick’s, Waterford be considered a
Congregation under the care of the Methodist Church in Ireland, and all assets
owned by the Presbyterian Church in Ireland in connection with St Patrick’s,
namely the Church building and surrounding graveyard and the Manse be
transferred to the ownership of the Methodist Church in Ireland and that the
ministry arrangements with the Methodist Church in Ireland pertaining to St
Patrick’s be ended.

10. That the General Assembly, while giving thanks to God for the faithful
work of those involved with the Shankill Road Mission since its foundation,
affirm the decision of the Board of Mission in Ireland regarding the closure of
the Shankill Road Mission as soon as is practicable, and that plans concerning
the future of Presbyterian witness on the Shankill Road, including the Shankill
Road Mission Congregation be made an urgent priority for the North Belfast
Presbytery and the BMI.

Business lapsed on Standing Orders (see page 79)

The Report of the BOARD OF COMMUNICATIONS (Reports pp 239-
244) was submitted by the Rev Dr RA Russell.

Moved by the Rev Dr RA Russell, seconded by the Rev GD Simpson and
agreed:

1. That the Report be received.
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2. That the General Assembly commend and encourage the work of the
Communications Review Panel.

3. That the Board of Communications explores ways to upgrade and
develop the Church’s core web presence and use of electronic media, so as to be
better able to provide information for prayer and devotion and to undertake
education on the use of electronic media.

4. That a grant of £1,500 be paid from the Incidental Fund to the Church
Architecture Committee.

5. That a grant of £14,750 be paid from the Incidental Fund to the
Presbyterian Historical Society.

Proposed by the Rev Dr DJ Watts, seconded by the Rev GD Simpson and
agreed:

6. That the resignation of the Rev WA Kennedy as Convener of the
Board of Communications be accepted, that he be thanked for his services and
that the Rev Dr RA Russell be appointed in his place.

7. That the resignation of the Rev Dr RA Russell as Convener of the
Communications Administration Committee be accepted, that he be thanked for
his services and that Mr Maurice McNicholl be appointed in his place.

Proposed by the Rev Dr RA Russell, seconded by the Rev GD Simpson and
agreed:

8. That the resignation of the Rev MC Glover as Convener of the
Communications Development Committee be accepted, that he be thanked for
his services and that the Communications Secretary be appointed Acting
Convener.

9 That the Board of Communications, together with its associated
working Committees, be appointed for the ensuing year in accordance with Par
277 of the Code as follows:

Rev Dr RA Russell, Convener

Stephen Lynas, Secretary

(a) The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly; Editors of the Church
Magazines, Board Convener and Secretary.

(b) Rev DN Gray; R Poole — J MacQueen, M Gilmore — Rev Brian
McManus; G Williams — Rev TN Hamilton; Fred Ashe — Rev JT
Lamb; Miss JP Gamble — Rev JR Lambe; P Buchanan — R Nelson,
Mrs H Graham — Rev Dr James Frazer; J Donaghy — Rev SJ Gray,
Mrs V Stewart — Rev TI Harte; R Fleming — Rev AJ Thompson; K
Irwin — Mrs V Sandall, G McCullagh — Rev MN Davidson; I
Christie — Rev GA Mitchell; R Sharpe — Rev DJ Temple; D Gordon
— Rev RB Thompson; T McDaniel — Rev Dr AWG Brown; Mrs
Michele McClean — Rev RL Brown; J Gowdy — Rev Dr JI
Thompson; M McNicholl.
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A. COMMUNICATIONS ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE (5)

Maurice McNicholl; Rev IF Smith, Co-Conveners

(a) The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly, Board Convener,
Communications and Press Secretary, Editor of Presbyterian Herald,
Board Committee Conveners.

(x) R Patton, G. Thompson, R Nelson.

(y) Rev TN Hamilton; G McCullagh, J MacQueen, K Irwin, R Poole, R
Fleming, Mrs H Graham, M McNicholl.

B. COMMUNICATIONS DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE (6)

Stephen Lynas, Acting Convener

(a) The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly, Board Convener, Committee
Convener, Communications and Press Secretary, Editors of Church
Magazines, Director of Christian Training, Prof of Practical Theology,
Religious Advisors to BBC, Downtown Radio, RTE and UTV, Rev Dr
RS Tosh.

(x) Revs PD Thompson, Richard Gregg, CWP Kennedy.

(y) Revs Dr JI Thompson, RL Brown, MN Davidson, Dr James Frazer; R
Sharpe, M Gilmore, Mrs M McClean, I Christie.

C. CHURCH ARCHITECTURE COMMITTEE (4)

Rev GD Simpson, Convener

(a) The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly, Board Convener, Committee
Convener, Communications and Press Secretary, Representative of
BMI.

(x) Rev RE Boggs; B Knox, K Fleming, W Watt.

(y) Revs JR Lambe, TI Harte; G McCullagh, T Busby.

The sederunt came to a close at 5.58pm, the Moderator pronouncing the
Benediction.

On Wednesday evening, 4 June, 2008, at 7.45pm, an Evening Rally was
held in the Assembly Hall led by the Moderator and addressed by the Rev Dr
Philip Ryken.
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SIXTH SESSION

Thursday, 4th June, 2009 Half past nine o’clock. Forenoon

The Assembly again convened, the Moderator leading in prayer.

The Report of the TRUSTEES (Reports pp 301-304) was submitted by Mr
David Bell, CB

Moved by Mr David Bell, CB, seconded by Mr George McCullagh and
agreed:

1. That the Report be received.

2. That the recommendation regarding the Mrs A M Davidson Trust be
adopted.

3. That the recommendation regarding the Sir Wm V McCleery Trust be
adopted.

4. That the recommendation regarding the Miss Irene Scott Trust be
adopted.

5. That the recommendation regarding the Miss Ida Mary McGeown
Trust be adopted.

6. That the recommendation regarding the Victor Morrow Trust be
adopted.

7. That in accordance with the Will of the late John Getty the following
be constituted as the Committee for the “direction and management of the
application” of the income from the Getty Bequest:

Very Rev Dr S Hutchinson, Revs Dr DJ Watts, RJA Bell, WJ Orr; Mr
Wilson Ervin, CBE, Sir Eric McDowell, Mr David Bell, CB, Mr AT Ross, Mr
John Millar, OBE.

The Report of the COMMISSION ON TRUSTS (Reports p 300) was
submitted by Mr AJ Rankin.

Moved by Mr AJ Rankin, seconded by the Rev Dr DJ Watts, and agreed:

1. That the Report be received.

2. That the Commission on Trusts for the ensuing year be appointed in
accordance with Par 130 of the Code as follows:-

COMMISSION ON TRUSTS

Moderator, Clerk, Mr AJ Rankin (Convener); Very Revs Dr Samuel
Hutchinson, Dr David Clarke; Rev WJ Orr; Sir Eric McDowell; Messrs David
Bell CB, Wilson Ervin CBE, George McCullagh, John Millar OBE, AT Ross.
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The Report of the BOARD OF FINANCE AND PERSONNEL (Reports
pp 266-291) was submitted by Mr John Millar, OBE, along with the following
Supplemental Report :

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN IRELAND PENSION SCHEME 2009

At the time of writing the published Report, discussions were ongoing
regarding a funding rate for the new merged scheme.

The Scheme Actuary advised that a valuation at 31st December, 2008, was
required and this shows a deficit of £20 million. This is a massive deterioration
from last year when it was calculated that there would be a small surplus
following the agreed changes in benefits. However, the dramatic fall in
investment returns and long-term interest rates have, inter alia, led to the very
large deficit.

The Trustees have discussed the actuarial assumption used in the valuation
with the Scheme Actuary and have agreed to adopt less prudent assumptions
than those used in the previous valuation. The Scheme Actuary has indicated
that he is comfortable in the present financial circumstances with the revised
assumption but would not recommend weakening these further.

The deficit is required to be recouped over a period of time and the
published Report spells out the matters to be considered in arriving at a funding
rate. The Trustees took the view that the deficit should be repaid over 14 years,
the average remaining working life of the members, (in the previous valuation
the deficit was to be repaid over 10 years, the trigger point when the Pension
Regulator investigates recovery plans). The Board, realising the impact of the
likely increase in assessment, argued that a 20 year repayment period should be
applied. 

The Trustees and the Board met but could not agree on a repayment period.
It was decided to report the impasse to the Pensions’ Regulator for guidance. 

As anticipated, the Regulator was reluctant to make a definitive ruling but
did offer to set up a review process to see what agreement, if any, could be
reached and did offer the view that this could be expensive. In light of this, the
Board, reluctantly and with concern at the burdens the additional assessment
would place on Congregations, decided to accept the Trustees’ proposals.

In view of the increase in the funding rate, the Board considered whether or
not the members’ contribution rate to the scheme should be increased. The
Report to the General Assembly in 2008 expressed the view that future increases
in rates should be borne two thirds by the Church and one-third by members.
Whilst the Board could see justification for higher members’ contributions, it
felt constrained by the awaited outcome of the General Board’s deliberations on
pensions and decided not to propose a change to members’ contributions but to
urge the General Board to deal urgently with its remit.

The Board agreed to accept the Actuary’s recommendation of an
employer’s funding rate of 27.4% and a resolution is appended in respect of the
assessment required to meet that funding rate.

BOARD OF
FINANCE
AND
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RETIREMENTS

Since the date of writing of the Pensions and Assessments Committee
Report, unanimous approval was given to the Very Rev Dr IA McKay
(Dundonald) and Rev TV Patterson (Immanuel) to seek the permission of the
2009 General Assembly to retire on or after their respective 64th birthdays. An
appropriate resolution is appended.

In addition, the following were granted leave to retire, at or over age 65, by
their Presbyteries: Rev JA Braithwaite (Dunmurry), Rev WI Hull (Ulsterville)
and Rev I McClean (Ballygawley and Ballyreagh).

CHURCH HOUSE

The Church House Panel is recommending the retention of Fisherwick
Buildings. This will require an extension to the existing contract for stonework
and external repairs at an estimated cost of £900,000, including Professional
Fees and VAT. 

The current proposed assessment of 3.5 p in the £ of stipend was based on
the assumption that Fisherwick Buildings would be included and the assessment
at that level would meet the total expenditure in 10 years. This is still considered
to be a reasonable assumption but, clearly, this can alter if rental income and/or
interest rates vary. A resolution to extend the contract to Fisherwick Buildings
is appended.

Moved by Mr John Millar, seconded by Mr Hubert Martin and agreed:

1. That the Report be received.

2. That the rate of assessment for the Incidental Fund for 2009 be 5.00p
in the £ of stipend.

3. That the rate of assessment for the Central Ministry Fund for 2009 be
20.00p in the £ of stipend.

4. That the rate of assessment for the Retired Ministers’ Fund for 2009
be 4.25p in the £ of stipend.

5. That the rate of assessment for the Widows of Ministers’ Fund for
2009 be 5.00p in the £ of stipend.

6. That the Assessment for 2009 for the Presbyterian Church in Ireland
Pension Scheme 2009 be 33.00 p in the £ of stipend and that the General
Assembly directs the General Board to expedite the matters relating to Pensions
that were referred to the General Board in 2008 with a view to reporting in 2009.

7. That the rate of assessment for the Ministers’ Prolonged Disability
Fund for 2009 be 0.50p in the £ of stipend for Ministers, Licentiates and College
Professors and of Basic Ministerial Minimum for Ministers who are
Missionaries.

8. That the rate of assessment for the Church House External Work for
2009 be 3.50p in the £ of stipend.

9. That, under the provisions of the Code Par 223(3), the Rev WJ
Johnstone (Craigy Hill), the Rev Noel Ward (Banagher), Rev IA McKay
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(Dundonald) and the Rev TV Patterson (Immanuel) be given permission to retire
on or after their 64th birthday and that their pension be in accordance with the
Code and the Rules of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland Pension Scheme
(2009).

10. That the General Assembly instruct the Board of Finance and
Personnel to prepare detailed proposals for an alternative basis for the provision
of financial support for Ministers and to make a further report to the General
Assembly 2010.

11. That the General Assembly authorise the Board of Finance and
Personnel to set provisional assessments for existing Funds which can be applied
from 1 January in each year and approved, or otherwise, at the ensuing General
Assembly when over or under-provision can be corrected.

12. That Presbyteries submit an annual statistical return, in a form to be
approved by the Board of Finance and Personnel, and that a summary report be
prepared each year for the General Assembly; the first return to be made for the
year ended 31 December, 2010.

13. That the stonework and external repairs to Fisherwick Buildings be
included in the existing contract for Church House at an estimated additional
cost of approximately £900,000.

14. That the resignation of Mr John Millar as Convener of the Board of
Finance and Personnel be accepted, that he be thanked for his services and that
Mr John Hunter be appointed in his place.

15. That the Board of Finance and Personnel, with its associated working
Committees for the ensuing year, be appointed in accordance with Par 286 of the
Code as follows:

John Hunter, Convener

(a) The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly, Board Convener, Financial
Secretary, Convener of Union Commission, John Millar.

(b) Rev NJ Linkens; Mrs J Mann — Rev RIA Allely; AG Sleator — Rev
Dr DA Murphy; L Cubitt — Rev WA Abernethy; A Bridle — Rev WI
Hull; M Fitch — JD McKibbin, Martin Hampton — Rev RJA Bell; W
McIlhatton — Rev Dr David Clarke; B McCorriston — Rev Brian
Brown; Robin Young — Norman Jackson, R Courtney — Rev John
Brackenridge; WM McMaster — Rev James Carson; James Gregg —
Rev Dr SA Matthews; H Smyth — Rev David Nesbitt; Allan McAdoo
— J Peacock, M Agnew — A Fletcher; RH Kidd — Rev Dr PB
Wilson; R McKane — FJ Hand, SJ Waugh — Rev DJ Irvine; Ernie
Carroll.

A. COMMITTEE ON FINANCE, LEGAL AND IT (3)

Michael Fitch, Convener

(a) The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly, Board Convener, Committee
Convener, Financial Secretary.

(x) R Power, T McQuoid, B McCluggage.
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(y) Revs David Nesbitt, WI Hull; Alan Bridle, FJ Hand.

B. PERSONNEL COMMITTEE (3) David Lamb, Convener

(a) The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly; Board Convener, Committee
Convener, Head of Personnel, Financial Secretary.

(x) B Phillips, I Moore, L Murray.

(y) Revs NJ Linkens, DJ Irvine; H Smyth.

C. PROPERTY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE (3)

Rev RA McLernon; JH Martin, Co-Conveners

Jonathan Kelly, Secretary

(a) The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly, Board Convener, Committee
Conveners, Committee Secretary, Financial Secretary.

(x) WJ Cairns, JDD O’Neill.

(y) Mrs J Mann, Basil McCorriston.

D. PENSIONS AND ASSESSMENTS COMMITTEE (4)

Douglas Crowe, Convener

(a) The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly, Board Convener, Committee
Convener, Financial Secretary.

(x) Revs JL Casement; B Topping, D Munster, D Clements, A Fletcher,
R McIlhatton.

(y) Revs WA Abernethy, RIA Allely, RJA Bell, DJ Irvine; E Carroll,
Alan Bridle.

The Overtures anent Pars 124(1), 125(1) and 125(A) of the Code
(Reports p291) were submitted by Mr John Millar, OBE. 

Moved by Mr John Millar, OBE, seconded by Mr Hubert Martin, and
agreed: 

1. That the overtures anent Pars 124(1), 125(1) and 125(A) of the Code
be received and placed on the books.

2. That the overture anent 124(1), 125(1) and 125(A) of the Code be
made Interim Acts.

The Overtures anent Pars 318A(1), 318A(2)(b), 318B(3)(b), 319(1),
320(3), 321(4), 324(1), 325(3), 326(1)(b) and 326(1)(c) of the Code (Reports
p291-293) were submitted by Mr John Millar, OBE. 

Moved by Mr John Millar, OBE, seconded by Mr Hubert Martin, and
agreed: 
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1. That the overtures anent Pars 318A(1), 318A(2)(b), 318B(3)(b),
319(1), 320(3), 321(4), 324(1), 325(3), 326(1)(b), 326(1)(c) of the Code be
received and that, under Par 111 of the Code, be made the rule of the Church.

BOARD OF MISSION IN IRELAND – debate resumed (see page 71)

SPUD resolutions

11. That the General Assembly consider their Mission Statement of 1992
and question what the Church has done to “enable her members to play their
part…. and encourage the exercise of the gifts of every member of the body”,
and refer this to the Mission Co-ordination Panel of the General Board.

12. That the General Assembly encourage congregations in the process of
formulating Mission Plans, to ensure that young people are involved in a
meaningful way in the development of each local plan.

General

13. That the General Assembly commend the valuable ministry of
Nighlight under their Director, Mr John Luke, and encourage volunteers to offer
themselves for service.

14. That the General Assembly encourage Congregations to set aside one
Sunday in the year to celebrate our rich access to Scripture and in this regard,
commend the online resources of the Bible Societies in Ireland to Ministers.

15. That the success of the Awake ’09 prayer initiative be noted and that
the costs of mounting this project be a charge on the Incidental Fund.

16. That the Board of Mission in Ireland with its associated working
Committees for the ensuring year, be appointed in accordance with Par 280 of
the Code as follows:

Rev RA Patton, Convener

Rev DJ Bruce, Secretary

(a) The Moderator, Clerk of Assembly, Board Convener, Representative
Social Witness, Education, Christian Training, Youth and Children’s
Ministry and Mission Overseas Boards, Union Commission and
Pensions and Assessments Committee, Conveners of BMI Finance,
Personnel and Property Committees, two Deaconess representatives,
Nightlight Director.

(b) Revs SA Little, Douglas Bradley; Mrs Marbeth Russell — Revs DS
Henry, AD Davidson; Miss J Allen — Revs MD McNeely, JG
Johnston; Mrs J Carson — Revs ID Neish, DJ McIlwaine; Mrs A
Henderson — Revs KA Drury, JA Braithwaite; Miss J Gwyn — Revs
Mervyn Gibson, PE Linkens; Mrs L Gibson — Rev I Carton; A Doole,
Mrs J McClure — Revs TJ McCormick, Raymond Kelly; Mrs N
Nixon — Revs TD Hagan, William McCully; Mrs Olive Boreland —
Revs DJ Hyndman, BA Small; Ms Jean Shields — Rev GWM
Glasgow; J McDowell, Mrs V Mawhinney — Revs Dr Samuel
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Mawhinney, SJ Lockington, Lorraine Kennedy-Ritchie — Rev DJM
Boyle, TJ Hagan; Mrs R McAuley — Rev NS Millen; U Gamble, Mrs
G Oliver — Revs SS Johnston, BD Colvin; Mrs R Johnston — Rev CI
Dickson; TR Reid, Miss J Patterson — Revs ST Carson, Denis
Bannerman; Mrs B Robinson — Revs Stephen Simpson, Dr WD
Patton; Mrs J Simpson — Revs JJ Currie, DH Brown; Mrs E Farr.

(p) Mrs Georgina Hunter, Mrs Hazel Clarke, Mrs Gwen Carson, Mrs Ann
Blue, Mrs Evelyn Coleman, MrsDorothy Marshall, Mrs Phyllis
Spence, Mrs Caroline Hawthorne.

A. COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE (5)

Mrs C Poynton, Convener

R Fairbairn, Secretary

(a) The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly, Board Convener and
Secretary, Committee Convener and Secretary, Conveners of Strategy
for Mission and Research and Resources Committees,
Communications and Press Secretary.

(x) Rev TW Gordon; D Aicken, D Thompson, W Steele.

(y) Revs MD McNeely, GWM Glasgow, TJ McCormick, Lorraine
Kennedy-Ritchie; TR Reid.

B. STRATEGY FOR MISSION COMMITTEE (6)

Rev W Henry, Convener

Rev DJ Bruce, Secretary

(a) The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly, Board Convener and
Secretary, Committee Convener, PW Central President, PW Home
Vice-President, Convener and Secretary of BMI Communications
Committee, BMI Development Officer, Convener Shankill Road
Mission.

(x) Revs Dr WP Addley, PG McCrea, BD Colvin, SS Johnston, TN
Hamilton; DF Adair, Mrs I Younge.

(y) Revs SJ Lockington, KA Drury, AD Davidson, WA McCully, Dr
Samuel Mawhinney, Dr WD Patton, Mervyn Gibson.

C. RESEARCH AND RESOURCES COMMITTEE (6)

Rev CWP Kennedy, Convener

Rev DH Thompson, Secretary

(a) The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly, Board Convener and
Secretary, Committee Convener, Mission Development Officer,
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Convener of Training and Resources Committee (BCT), Christian
Training Development Officer (BCT), Communications Officer
(BMI), Prof Practical Theology, Divine Healing Agent, one
representative of Youth & Children’s Ministry, Mission Overseas
Board.

(x) Revs GE Best, Dr RB Savage, DJ Hyndman, Denis Bannerman, JSB
Drennan; B Walker.

(y) Revs Dr WD Patton, BD Colvin, SA Little, DJM Boyle, TJ Stothers,
D Bradley.

The Overture anent Par 305(9) of the Code (Reports p163) was submitted
by the Rev RA Patton. 

Moved by the Rev RA Patton, seconded by Rev DJ Bruce, and agreed: 

1. That the overture anent Par 305(9) of the Code be received and that,
under Par 111 of the Code, be made the rule of the Church.

The Overture anent Par 40(4) of the Code (Reports p163) was submitted
by the Rev RA Patton. 

Moved by the Rev RA Patton, seconded by Rev DJ Bruce, and agreed: 

1. That the overture anent Par 40(4) of the Code be received and placed
on the books.

2. That the overture anent Par 40(4) of the Code be made an Interim Act.

Intermission

The Report of the BOARD OF EDUCATION (Reports pp 245-265) was
submitted by the Rev R Herron.

Moved by the Rev R Herron, seconded by the Rev TD Gribben and agreed:

1. That the Report be received.

Northern Ireland

2. That the General Assembly express appreciation to the political parties
in Northern Ireland for recognising the long standing right of the Transferring
Churches to nominate governors for Controlled schools and for advocating, on
the basis of fairness and equality, that these rights should remain and welcome
the assurance by the Minister of Education that the relevant legislative
provisions, necessary to ensure these rights of nomination, will be retained.

3. That the General Assembly express grave concern about the current
proposals for the creation in Northern Ireland of a new Education and Skills
Authority and other related bodies:

(a) believing that the proposals remove from the Transferring Churches
the historic right to have representation at a wider level on the bodies
owning and administering the schools the Churches established and
transferred into state control; and therefore viewing the proposals as
fundamentally rupturing the trust, and indeed agreement, between the
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Presbyterian Church in Ireland and the state by the elimination of this
wider governance role as of right;

(b) believing that the proposals deny a voice, as of right, to the Protestant
community of Northern Ireland in maintaining the Christian ethos of
schools which the vast majority of children from that background
attend; and therefore viewing the proposals, taken alongside proposals
for other sectors, as failing to respect the principle of parity of esteem
enshrined in the Belfast Agreement between the Protestant and
Catholic communities of Northern Ireland.

4. That the General Assembly express dismay that the promised Review
of Special Education Needs Provision in Northern Ireland has not been
forthcoming and calls for steps to be taken to progress this review as a matter of
urgency,

5. That the General Assembly express deep disappointment that the
necessary political will did not exist to at least find an accommodation on an
agreed and regulated interim arrangement for transfer between primary school
and secondary school, viewing an unregulated system of transfer as a failure in
good governance.

Republic of Ireland

6. That the General Assembly express thanks to those who fulfil
demanding responsibilities in the oversight of the small but significant number
of National Schools in the Republic of Ireland under Presbyterian Patronage.

7. That the General Assembly, noting with concern the recent cuts in the
funding available for secondary education in the Republic of Ireland and the
disproportionate effect such cuts have had on many Secondary Schools under
Protestant management, call upon the government to ensure that on-going policy
protects minority rights within the state and secures the future of Secondary
Schools with a Protestant ethos.

8. That the Board of Education, with its associated working Committees
for the ensuing year, be appointed in accordance with Par 284 of the Code as
follows:

Rev Robert Herron, Convener

Rev TD Gribben, Secretary

(a) The Moderator, Clerk and Deputy Clerk of Assembly, Board
Convener, Principal UTC, Full-time University Chaplains,
Transferors’ Representatives on Area Boards.

(b) Revs WG Cameron, RJ Montgomery — Revs JWP McConnell, TA
McNeely — Rev KWJ Hanna; W McCartney — Rev Brian McMillen;
W McDowell — Rev AT Wimberley; CWL Graham — Miss J
Williams, Mrs H Gourley — Rev Karen Campbell; R Wallace — Rev
TV Mawhinney; N Lyttle — Rev Dr SR Jones; A Rowan — Rev AA
Cole; B Redhead — J Wilkinson, AJ Cochrane — Rev GD Campbell;
Mrs E Petrie — Rev HSW Cubitt; M Patton — Rev Daniel Reyes-
Martin; Ronnie Gillanders — Revs BD Colvin, JKA McIntyre — Rev
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RA Campbell; Mrs C Trimble — Rev JT Magowan; Mrs Mildred
Poots — Mrs IK Nesbitt, DMcC Humphries — Rev IF Smith; E Farr.

(g) Revs Dr TR Buick, PE Dickinson; TJ Shaw, Mrs M Robinson, Dr M
Hollinger, Mrs E Green, Mrs J Bell.

A. STATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE (5)

Rev Dr CD McClure, Convener

(a) The Moderator, Clerk and Deputy Clerk of Assembly, Board
Convener, Committee Convener, Directors of Primary and Secondary
Education in Republic, Convener of Republic of Ireland Panel.

(x) TJ Shaw, W Steele, J Shivers, Mrs M Robinson, Dr M Hollinger, Mrs
E Green.

(y) Revs GD Campbell, WI Hull; W McCartney, CWL Graham, J
Wilkinson, Mrs Eleanor Petrie.

The Assembly engaged in worship conducted by the Moderator who invited
the Rev. Dr. Philip Ryken to address the Assembly.

The sederunt came to a close at 1.00pm the Moderator pronouncing the
Benediction.

————————

SEVENTH SESSION

Thursday, 4th June, 2009 Two o’clock. Afternoon

The Assembly again convened, the Moderator leading in prayer.

To formally mark the 500th Anniversary of the birth of the Reformer John
Calvin, the Moderator invited the Rev Principal LS Kirkpatrick to address the
house on the theme “John Calvin – The Man and the Ministry”

The Moderator received Ministers recently licensed and those recently
retired, who were presented respectively by the Rev RS Hetherington, Director
of Ministerial Studies and the Rev George Moore, Convener of the Board of
Christian Training. The Moderator led in prayer.

The Report of the BOARD OF CHRISTIAN TRAINING (Reports pp
208-238) was submitted by the Rev George Moore together with the following
Supplementary Report:

Calvin
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Reports page 234, UTC Review Panel Appendix VI(b), note 2:

Add

● Moderator and Clerk of the General Assembly;

● Convener and Executive Secretary of the BCT;

● Convener of the UTC Management Committee and Convener of
Sub-Committee;

Moved by the Rev George Moore, seconded by the Rev TD Gribben, and
agreed:

1. That the Report be received.

2. That the General Assembly note with gratitude to God the continued
increase in numbers of those making application for ordained ministry, and
encourage ministers and Kirk Sessions to identify suitably-gifted members so
that this increase may be sustained.

Committee on Ministerial Studies

3. That the ‘Revised Scheme for Supervising Ministers’, (as outlined in
Appendix II), become operative from the 2010 assignment round and that
Ministers receiving Assistants prior to the full implementation of the Scheme be
encouraged to follow, where possible, the Board of Christian Training’s new
Manual for Supervising Ministers.

4. That the proposals in the report on ‘The Role of Presbytery in
overseeing the progress of Students for the Ministry’, (as outlined in Appendix
III), be agreed, that they be implemented with immediate effect and that any
necessary changes in the Code be presented to the 2010 General Assembly.

5. That the following candidates, their nomination having been sustained
by the Board of Christian Training, be accepted as students for the Ordained
Ministry, and placed under the care of their Presbyteries:

Name Congregation Presbytery
Jonathan Abernethy Kilmakee South Belfast
Rodney Beacom Fintona Omagh
Trevor Boyd Pomeroy Tyrone
Alan Buick Portrush Coleraine
Seamus Burke Richhill Armagh
David Conkey Greenwell St Ards 
Stephen Cowan Bloomfield East Belfast
Michael Currie Killymurris Ballymena
Aaron Ditty First Bangor Ards
Mark Dodds Bannside Iveagh 
Fiona Forbes Ballyholme Ards
Jonathan Frazer Ballywillan Coleraine
Helen Freeburn Lucan Dublin and Munster
Simon Hamilton First Portadown Armagh
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Kevin Hargaden Maynooth Dublin and Munster
Keith Hibbert Main St, Garvagh Coleraine
Philip Kerr First Broughshane Ballymena
David Lennox First Castledawson Tyrone
Gareth Maclean Stormont East Belfast
Stephen McNie Trinity, Ballymoney Route
Corrina McQuigg Lowe Memorial South Belfast
Paul Orr Greyabbey Ards
Ben Preston Dungannon Tyrone
Gareth Simpson Rosemary North Belfast
Brian Smyth Trinity, Letterkenny Donegal

Committee on Ministerial Development

6. That the new scheme for the Ministerial Development Programme, (as
outlined in Appendix V ‘Towards the Development of Ministerial
Development’), be agreed and implemented from 1st September 2009.

7. That the assessment for the Ministerial Development Programme be
0.25p per £ of stipend.

Union Theological College Review Panel

8. That the General Assembly agree a job description for a new position
of Principal of Union Theological College with executive responsibility be
drawn up by the Board of Christian Training, (as outlined in par 8.1 and
Appendix 6a), the post advertised and a nomination brought to the 2010 General
Assembly for appointment.

9. That the General Assembly agree that the new Management Structures
for Union Theological College be approved and that they come into place with
immediate effect, as the necessary formal legislative changes are implemented,
(as outlined in par 8.2 and Appendix 6b).

10. That the General Assembly agree that the current Principal take on
those aspects of the role envisaged for the new Principal, as decided by the
Union Theological College Management Committee, pending a new
appointment at the General Assembly of 2010.

11. That the General Assembly request that the General Board form a
Panel to report on the wider role of Faculty, (as outlined in par 8.3).

12. That the General Assembly instruct the Clerk of the General Assembly
to draft Overtures to give permanent effect to the agreed changes in the
Management Structures for Union Theological College and to take steps to have
any necessary amendments enacted to the 1978 Act of Parliament, (as outlined
in par 8.4).

13. That the Union Theological College Management Committee, in
consultation with the Board of Finance and Personnel, implement a review of all
relevant policies and procedures of Union Theological College, (as outlined in
par 8.4).

85

Ministerial
Development

UTC Review

Principal

Faculty



BELFAST, 2009

14. That the General Assembly agree that the new three Department
model within Union Theological College be adopted, (as outlined in par 8.5),
and that Dr TD Alexander’s role within Union Theological College be re-
designated to that of ‘Senior Lecturer in Biblical Studies and Director of Post-
Graduate Studies’, taking effect from 1st September 2009.

15. That the General Assembly record its appreciation of the long standing
special relationship between Union Theological College and Edgehill
Theological College which has served us well in the past and request the Union
Theological Management Committee to pursue actively new relationships with
Edgehill College, with other Recognised Colleges of QUB and with other
appropriate institutions and organisations (as outlined in par 8.6)

16. That the enhanced role of the Director of Ministerial Studies, (as
outlined in par 8.7), be approved.

17. That the General Assembly approve the new management structure
and role for the Institute of Christian Training, (as outlined in par 8.8), be
approved and that the Board of Christian Training be authorised to make an
appointment to the new position of ‘Christian Training Development Officer’.

18. That the General Assembly approve the new Committee structure for
the Board of Christian Training (as outlined in Appendix 6c).

19. That the resignation of the Rev Dr WP Addley as Convener of the
Ministerial Development Committee be accepted and that he be thanked for his
services.

20. That the Board of Christian Training, together with the appropriate
working Committees, be appointed for the ensuing year in accordance with Par
285 of the Code, as follows:

Rev George Moore, Convener

Rev TD Gribben, Secretary

(a) The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly; Board Convener and
Secretary; Theological Professors; 2 student representatives; Director
of Ministerial Studies; Christian Training Development Officer. 

(b) Revs WJP Bailie, Robert Stirling — Revs JWP McConnell, Dr JS
Carson — Revs JG Johnston, AAP Baxter — Rev JR Dickinson; T
Long — Revs DJ McKelvey, TJ Wilson — Revs RD Maxwell, Colin
Burcombe — Revs LJ Addis, RJ MCCullough — Revs RS McMullan,
JA Noble — Revs AC Wilson, RL Craig— Revs TW Gordon, BA
Small — Rev AS Thompson; Dr C Reid — Revs Dr JG Millar, JG
Faris — Revs IJ Patterson, WA Watson — Rev John Rushton; Eric
Latimer — Revs FJ Gibson, BAH Wilson — Revs WD Cupples, DW
Reid — Revs DIJ McNie, RJ Gilkinson — Revs Dr JH MacConnell,
Dr WD Patton — Revs TWA Greer, JE Sloan.

(g) Revs Karen Campbell, GE Best, Cheryl Meban, Mairisine Stanfield,
DJ Montgomery, DH Thompson; Mrs M Myers; WJ Cairns.
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A. COMMITTEE ON MINISTERIAL STUDIES AND
DEVELOPMENT (6)

Rev JNI McNeely, Convener

Director of Ministerial Studies, Secretary

(a) The Moderator, Clerk and Deputy Clerk of Assembly, Board
Convener, Committee Convener, Principal UTC, Students’ Bursary
Fund Convener, Director of Ministerial Studies, Professor of Practical
Theology, Rev Dr WP Addley.

(x) Revs Dr MA Barry, William Sinclair, AV Stewart; Miss Anne Taylor,
Mrs Rosemary Dunlop, RJ Magowan.

(y) Revs IJ Patterson, WJP Bailie, Colin Burcombe, JR Dickinson, RL
Craig, JWP McConnell.

B. COMMITTEE FOR TRAINING AND RESOURCES (5)

Rev Dr RB Savage, Acting Convener

Christian Training Development Officer, Secretary

(a) The Moderator, Clerk and Deputy Clerk of Assembly, Board
Convener, Committee Convener, Convener of Ministerial Studies and
Development Committee, Professor of Practical Theology, Christian
Training and Development Officer; Director of Ministerial Studies.

(x) Revs AV Stewart, WJM Parker, Lorraine Kennedy-Ritchie, David
Johnston; Roy Thompson,Mrs J Gibson.

(y) Revs WD Cupples, TWA Greer, TW Gordon, BAH Wilson, RL Craig,
JWP McConnell.

C. UNION THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE MANAGEMENT
COMMITTEE (4)

Rev DW Brice, Convener

Deputy Clerk, Secretary

(a) The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly, Convener and Executive
Secretary of the Board of Christian Training, Principal of Union
Theological College, Convener of Ministerial Studies and
Development Committee, one member of Faculty (on annual
rotation), Convener of the Union Theological College Management
Committee.

(x) Revs Dr JS Carson, Dr Philip Wilson, WJ Orr; Dr Lena Morrow,
Robert Martin, RJ Magowan, Trevor Bradford, Mrs Evelyn Shaw.

The Overture Anent Par 78(b) of the Code, (Reports p238) was
submitted by the Rev TD Gribben. 
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Moved by the Rev TD Gribben, seconded by the Rev G Moore, and agreed: 

1. That the overture anent Par 78(b) of the Code, having lain on the books
for one year, be enacted as the law of the Church.

Intermission

The Report of the BOARD OF SOCIAL WITNESS (Reports pp 171-192)
was submitted by the Rev RA Liddle.

Moved by the Rev RA Liddle, seconded by the Mr Lindsay Conway, OBE,
and agreed:

1. That the Report be received.

2. That the resignation of Mrs Zoe Vallely as Convener of Specialist
Ministries be accepted, that she be thanked for her services and that the Very
Rev Dr Donald Patton appointed in her place.

3. That the Rev Anne Tolland be appointed Convener of the Family
Services Committee

4. That Thompson House should be redeveloped in partnership with
Belfast Improved Housing.

5. That Kirk Sessions, together with PCI Youth Workers, are encouraged
to place “Alcohol, Drugs and other addictions” on their Congregational
programmes for young people and to support appropriate training events.

SPUD Resolutions

6. That the General Assembly encourage the Board of Social Witness to
develop social action teams, both short-term and long-term, to be focused on
specific social issues linked to the Board’s on-going work.

7. That the General Assembly encourage Congregations and Presbyteries
to reassess buildings and resources by June 2010 to see how they can most
effectively be utilised in and by our communities.

General

8. That the customary grants made by the Board of Social Witness, up to
a total of £2,000, be met from the Incidental Fund.

9. That the Board of Social Witness, with its associated working
Committees for the ensuing year, be appointed in accordance with Par 281 of the
Code as follows:-

Rev RA Liddle, Convener

Lindsay Conway, Secretary

(a) The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly, Board Convener and
Secretary, Residential Services Manager, Rev Robert Vallely.

(b) Revs HS Boyd, Dr WJA Sleith; L Willoughby — Revs WJI
Thompson, BA McDonald, PL McKelvey — Revs CK McDowell,
DB McCorriston; Mrs P Linton — Revs JK Doherty, JN Seawright;
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Mrs S McCullough — Revs Dr RM Crooks, BR Hughes; Miss M
Cromie — Rev RD Maxwell; Mrs M Cromie, A Spence — Revs
David Chapman, AE Tolland; Mrs K Fisher — Rev Dr RA Kane; Mrs
L Livingston, Miss H Lowry — Revs Amanda Best, Mark Shaw; Mrs
H Buick — Rev RJ Hyndman; B Redhead, Mrs J Telford — Dr D
Patterson, B Magowan, Mrs A Magowan — Revs Dr Samuel
Mawhinney, DT Moore; Elizabeth Nicholson — Rev PD Thompson;
Mrs R Hamilton, Mrs M McWilliams — Rev WJA Buchanan; Mrs J
Blackburn, Mr W Carleton — Rev NJE Reid; E Williams, Mrs E
Barry — Rev Kenneth Nelson; Mrs EM Patterson, Miss I Anderson —
Revs Dr Mark Jones, Denis Bannerman; Mrs M Magowan — Rev JL
Tosh; DL Malcolm, Mrs J Robinson — Rev SJM Lindsay; R McKee,
E Russell.

(p) Mrs Anne Thompson, Mrs Winnie Moffett, Mrs Margaret Stevenson,
Mrs Valerie Tweedie, Mrs Lynda Stothers, Mrs Dorothy Marshall,
Mrs Phyllis Spence, Mrs C Hawthorne.

A. SPECIALIST MINISTRIES COMMITTEE (4)

Very Rev Dr WD Patton, Convener

(a) The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly, Board Convener, Committee
Convener, Director of Social Service, Convener Kinghan Mission,
Chaplains, Forces, Student Services Committees.

(x) Rev AJA Rosborough; Miss M Cromie, Mrs C Houston.

(y) Rev SJM Lindsay; Mrs K Fisher, Mrs W Moffett.

B. OLDER PEOPLE SERVICES COMMITTEE (5)

Rev JA Noble, Convener

(a) The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly, Board Convener, Committee
Convener, Director of Social Service, Residential Services Manager.

(x) Local Support Committee Representatives.

(y) Revs Amanda Best, JN Seawright, PD Thompson, CK McDowell;
Mrs M Stevenson, Mrs W Moffett, Mrs C Hawthorne, Mrs L Stothers.

C. FAMILY SERVICES COMMITTEE (4)

Rev Anne Tolland, Convener

(a) The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly, Board Convener, Committee
Convener, Director of Social Service, Conveners Taking Care,
Disability.

(x) Dr P Gray, Mrs M McGuiggan, Mrs Sylvia McCracken.

(y) Miss M Cromie, Mrs W Moffett, _______________.
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D. ADULT SERVICES COMMITTEE (4)

Rev CW Megaw, Convener

(a) The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly, Board Convener, Committee
Convener, Director of Social Service, Conveners Addiction Services,
Carlisle House and Thompson House, Residential Services Manager.

(x) Dr L Calderwood, David McAuley, John Luke.

(y) Revs JK Doherty, Dr Mark Jones; L Willoughby.

The Report of the UNITED APPEAL BOARD (Reports pp 294-299) was
submitted by the Rev RIA Allely.

Moved by the Rev RIA Allely, seconded by the Rev Dr DJ Watts, and
agreed:

1. That the Report be received.

2. That the General Assembly agree that from 2010 the financial
requirements of the Students’ Bursary Fund will be met by an assessment on
Congregations.

3. That the United Appeal for 2010 be as set out in Schedules (III) and
(IV).

4. That the United Appeal Board for the ensuing year be appointed in
accordance with par 287 of the Code as follows:-

Rev RIA Allely, Convener

The Clerk, Secretary

(a) The Moderator and Clerk of Assembly; Board Convener.

(b) Mrs J Mann — N Greenlee —Rev SWW Neilly — Billy Elliot —
Miss H McMillen — Rev JR Lambe — Rev WJ Johnstone — Rev Dr
SDH Williamson — S Ramsey — W Keown MBE — J McDowell —
Rev WJ Hayes — G Macauley —Rev Dr RB Savage — Rev DJ
Temple — Rev Ian McClean; — Rev KDW Crowe — Rev Dr JH
MacConnell — O Gibson.

(g) Revs MR Burnside, Dr John Dunlop, TA McNeely; Miss DE
McCaughan, D Alexander, Dr J Woolsey, B McCormack, N Adams,
Douglas Crowe, Raymond Adams.

The Minutes were taken as read.

In Private

The Report of the GENERAL BOARD (Reports p 17-108) – debate
continued.
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The Report of the RECOGNISED MINISTRIES COMMITTEE
(Reports pp 70-73) and of the RECEPTION OF MINISTERS AND
LICENTIATES COMMITTEE (Reports p 73) was submitted by the Rev Dr
DJ Watts.

Moved by the Rev Dr DJ Watts, seconded by the Rev IJ Patterson and
agreed:

1. That the Reports be received.

2. That the General Assembly adopt the recommendations on Ministers
without charge contained in the Recognised Ministries Committee report, par 2.

The Report of the JUDICIAL COMMISSION (Reports pp 110-111) was
submitted by the Rev Dr DJ Watts, together with the following Supplementary
Report:

Since the report was written, the Judicial Commission has met once. It
considered a letter from the Tyrone Presbytery and agreed a reply. It also gave
advice to a Commission of the Down Presbytery on a matter of difficulty in a
Congregation. Finally, at the request of a correspondent it considered whether
the ten-day period during which notice of appeal could be given should be
waived in particular circumstances and decided that it should stand.

Moved by the Rev Dr DJ Watts, seconded by Mr MA Morrow, QC and
agreed:

1. That the Report be received.

Moved by the Rev TJ Conway, seconded by the Rev SJM Lindsay and
agreed:

2. That the Judicial Commission prepares a statement on its standing
orders, practices, and procedures and presents it to the 2010 General Assembly
for approval.

A Memorial in the names of the Revs AL Kirk, RM Murray and KO
Patterson was withdrawn, with the permission of the House.

A Memorial of the Presbytery of Tyrone was submitted by the Rev
Jonathan Curry as follows:

To the Venerable the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in
Ireland to meet in Belfast on 1st June, 2009.

The Memorial of the Presbytery of Tyrone Respectfully Showeth:

That the Judicial Commission’s finding issued on 12th January, 2009 has
been accepted and implemented by the Presbytery of Tyrone and the Kirk
Session of Molesworth Congregation;

That the finding highlighted several significant pastoral and theological
issues which require further consideration and detailed comment including:

That the Westminster Confession Chapter 24 paragraph 3 states, ‘It is
lawful for all sorts of people to marry who are able with judgement to give their
consent: yet it is the duty of Christians only to marry in the Lord.’ Within the
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Church there are a variety of interpretations held concerning what is meant by
‘only to marry in the Lord’. Such confusion arising from the variety of
interpretations is unhelpful and is giving rise to pastoral difficulties, and
clarification is therefore required;

That a superior court in its review of the decision of an inferior court can
cause significant pastoral difficulties for that inferior court and consideration
therefore needs to be given as to how the rights and positions of an inferior court
can be affirmed and respected;

That there is confusion within the Church as to how a Church court is to
come to a decision on a matter before it whenever there are differing
authoritative interpretations of Scripture and the Subordinate Standards held on
that matter within the wider Church;

Memorialists, therefore, pray your Venerable Assembly to refer the first
matter to the Doctrine Committee and to also appoint a panel through the
Business Board in its final report, and to refer the other matters to that panel
which, along with the Doctrine Committee, shall then report to the General
Assembly of 2010.

And Memorialists, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

Adopted by the Presbytery of Tyrone at its meeting on 5th May, 2009.

SJM LINDSAY, Moderator

TJ CONWAY, Clerk

Moved by the Rev Jonathan Curry, seconded by the Rev TJ Conway and
agreed:

1. That the Memorial be received and its prayer granted.

A Memorial of the Presbytery of Tyrone was submitted by the Rev TJ
Conway as follows:

To the Venerable the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in
Ireland to meet in Belfast on 1st June, 2009.

The Memorial of the Presbytery of Tyrone Respectfully Showeth:

That the law of the Church grants to the Judicial Commission Assembly
powers to dispose finally of any cases of appeal or reference or any other matters
which may be referred to it under or by virtue of the Code;

That, accepting that there must be a court of final decision, and without
seeking to undo such final decisions, the law of the Church does not provide any
mechanism for inquiry into or review of Judicial Commission practices and
procedures even when they may not be in accordance with Scripture, the
Subordinate Standards, the Code, or the standard practice of the Church.

Memorialists, therefore, pray your Venerable Assembly to appoint a panel,
through the Business Board in its final report, and refer this matter to that panel
which shall report to the General Assembly of 2010.

And Memorialists, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

92



BELFAST, 2009 Daily Minutes 93

Adopted by the Presbytery of Tyrone at its meeting on 5th May, 2009.

SJM LINDSAY, Moderator

TJ CONWAY, Clerk

Moved by the Rev TJ Conway, seconded by the Rev IF Smith and agreed:

1. That the Memorial be received and its prayer granted.

In Public

LATE BUSINESS – UNION COMMISSION

Shankill Road Mission Congregation

The Union Commission, at its meeting on Tuesday, 26 May. 2009, were
made aware of the additional report and resolution being brought to the General
Assembly by the Board of Mission in Ireland concerning the Shankill Road
Mission. To facilitate the desire of the Kirk Session of the Shankill Road
Mission Congregation, which is supported by representatives of the Presbytery
of North Belfast, and recognising that the General Assembly alone can agree an
amalgamation, the Commission agreed to bring the following additional
resolution as an item of late business:

That the Shankill Road Mission Congregation be amalgamated with a
suitable Congregation or Congregations, with the terms, date and
Congregation or Congregations to be set by the Union Commission after
consultation with the Shankill Road Mission Congregation and the
Presbytery of North Belfast.

This resolution, if agreed by the General Assembly, will facilitate an
amalgamation, with an appropriate Congregation or Congregations, during the
incoming year, rather than having to wait to the 2010 General Assembly.

Moved by the Rev TD Gribben, seconded by the Rev Dr SA Matthews and
agreed:

1. That the Shankill Road Mission Congregation be amalgamated with a
suitable Congregation or Congregations, with the terms, date and Congregation
or Congregations to be set by the Union Commission after consultation with the
Shankill Road Mission Congregation and the Presbytery of North Belfast.

The final report of the BUSINESS BOARD was submitted by the Clerk,
the Rev Dr DJ Watts, as follows:

The Business Board met once during the Assembly. It enthusiastically
endorsed the involvement of the SPUD youth delegates and now brings a
resolution for the SPUD process to come under the Youth and Children’s
Ministry Board. For one year only a budget of up to £6,000 should be paid from
the Incidental Fund, but in future costs should be included in the YAC budget.
The Board also considered the membership of possible panels.
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Moved by the Rev Dr DJ Watts, seconded by the Rev TD Gribben and
agreed:

1. That the Report be received.

2. That the General Assembly enthusiastically endorse the participation
of SPUD young people in the debates of the Assembly and the work of the
Church and instruct the Youth and Children’s Ministry Board to incorporate
SPUD in the remit of its work.

3. That a budget for SPUD of up to £6,000 be made available from the
Incidental Fund.

4. That the following Panels be appointed:

Panel A: (Tyrone Memorial 2):

Moderator, Clerk, Very Rev Drs Samuel Hutchinson, JW Lockington, AH
Dunlop; Revs JJ Andrews, NAL Cameron, TJ Conway, JA Curry; Sir John
Pringle; Messrs WK Duncan, MA Morrow QC, AJ Rankin.

Panel B: (Tyrone Memorial 1):

Moderator, Clerk, Very Rev Drs Samuel Hutchinson, JM Finlay; Revs WT
Bingham, TJ Conway, JH Flaherty, TWA Greer, Robert Herron, TWD
Johnston, Lorraine Kennedy-Ritchie, IJ Patterson; Messrs. MA Morrow, AJ
Rankin.

With power for each Panel to co-opt up to six elders.

5. That the following corresponding members be appointed:

To the Church of Scotland 2010

The Right Rev Dr J Stafford Carson

Chaplain

Elder

6. That the delegates to the United Reformed Church of the United
Kingdom, 2010, the Presbyterian Church of Wales 2010, the General Synod of
the Church of Ireland 2010 and the Methodist Conference 2010 be appointed by
the Business Board

7. That the Clerk be given authority to make corrections to the Daily
Minutes as and when required.

8. That the next General Assembly be held in Belfast on Monday, 7 June,
2010.

CLOSE OF ASSEMBLY

The Moderator conducted a closing act of worship and thanked: the Clerk
of Assembly and the Deputy Clerk; his Chaplains; Mrs Joyce Anderson and the
staff of the General Secretary’s Office; Mr Stephen Lynas, the audio visual and
IT teams and the media; the Church House staff, including Mr Harry Orr; the
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Rev GE Best, Mrs Maureen Patterson; the caterers, Mrs Pat Crossley; the
organists and musicians, especially Miss Diane Crozier and those who acted as
stewards and time-keepers. 

Thereafter he declared the Assembly to be dissolved and convened the next
Stated General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland to meet in
Church House, Belfast, on Monday, 7th June, 2010.

The Assembly joined in praise, following which the Moderator pronounced
the Benediction.

The sederunt came to a close at 7.00pm

Attested by

DONALD J WATTS

Clerk of Assembly
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DELEGATIONS – 2010

I. CORRESPONDING MEMBERS TO THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Right Rev Dr J Stafford Carson
Rev JWP McConnell
Elder appointed by the Business Board

II. CORRESPONDING MEMBER TO THE UNITED REFORMED
CHURCH OF THE UNITED KINGDOM
To be appointed by the Business Board.

III. DELEGATE TO THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF WALES
To be appointed by the Business Board.

IV. DELEGATES TO THE CHURCH OF IRELAND GENERAL SYNOD
To be appointed by the Business Board.

V. DELEGATES TO THE METHODIST CHURCH IN IRELAND
CONFERENCE
To be appointed by the Business Board.

ECCLESIASTICAL CHANGES, ETC.

Reported by
Presbyteries in - 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

Licensures 4 5 11 13 12 17 17
Ordinations 9 4 7 4 14 13 10
Installations 22 24 24 20 33 33 26
Resignation of

Ministers 23 27 30 22 23 27 19
Retirements of

Ministers 12 13 7 10 9 5 9
Deaths of Ministers 14 17 10 7 14 11 10
Students 30 37 41 49 50 45 46
Ministers under care 23 23 23 28 26 33 28
Licentiates 6 10 13 24 33 23 27

FORM OF BEQUEST TO THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

————————

I HEREBY GIVE AND BEQUEATH TO THE General Secretary for the
time being of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland, whose receipt for the same
shall be a sufficient discharge, the sum of £…………… upon trust to be applied
by such General Secretary toward the ………………………… (here state the
Mission, Central Ministry, or other Fund, to be benefited) of the General
Assembly; and I direct that the said legacy be paid out of my personal estate;
and free from any deduction on account of any legacy duty, or other tax
whatever.
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CHANGES IN THE CODE

2009

CHURCH HOUSE,

BELFAST, BT1 6DW

AUGUST, 2009

The following changes have been made in the 1997 edition of the Code,
which should be corrected accordingly.

Donald J. Watts

Clerk of Assembly

Par 40(4)

Delete Par 40(4) and substitute the following: “The Session shall record
attendance of communicants at the Lord’s Supper and may do so by the use of
tokens or some other appropriate method approved by Presbytery.”  (IA 2009)

Par 62

Delete the words “but without a vote.” and substitute the words “but
without a vote, and shall invite ministers without charge under their care to do
so.”  (IA 2009)

Par 78(b) 

Delete the word “Studies” (twice) and substitute the words “Christian
Training” (twice).  (2009, IA confirmed)

Par 81(3)

Delete Par 81(3) and substitute the following: 

“It is the right of a minister to employ any minister or licentiate or accepted
student of the Church as a temporary assistant.  A minister of another Church
may be employed for a period not exceeding 12 months, after which the
approval of the Committee for the Reception of Ministers and Licentiates must
be obtained.”  (2009, IA confirmed)

Par 98 

Delete the words “but without a vote.” and substitute the words “but
without a vote, and shall invite ministers without charge under the care of
Presbyteries to do so.”  (IA 2009)
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Par 114(2); 

Delete the words “The Presbyterian Women’s Association Home
Department, developing the work of the former Women’s Home Mission” and
substitute the words “Presbyterian Women, developing the work of the former
Presbyterian Women’s Association Home Department”.  (2009, IA confirmed)

Par 114(2)(a)

Delete the words “provide for the recruitment, training, organisation and
support of deaconesses and women workers” and substitute the words “support
deaconesses”.  (2009, IA confirmed)

Par 114(3)

Delete the words “The Church Extension agency” and substitute the words
“The Board of Mission in Ireland”.  (2009, IA confirmed)

Par 115(2)

Delete the words “The PWA Overseas Department, developing the work of
the former Women’s Missionary Association and Zenana Mission” and
substitute the words “Presbyterian Women developing the work of the former
Presbyterian Women’s Association Overseas Department”.  (2009, IA
confirmed)

Par 124(1)

Delete the words ‘Ministers’ Pension Fund (1978)’ and substitute the
words ‘Pension Scheme (2009)’.  (IA 2009)

Par 125(1)

Delete the words ‘Ministers’ Pension Fund (1978)’ and substitute the
words ‘Pension Scheme (2009)’.  (IA 2009)

Par 125(A) 

Delete the words ‘The object of the 1978 Ministers’ Pension Scheme Fund
shall be to provide the appropriate Funds for the contribution to be made to the
Ministers’ Pension Scheme 1978’ and substitute the words ‘The object of the
Presbyterian Church in Ireland Pension Scheme (2009) Fund shall be to provide
the appropriate funds for the contribution to be made to the Presbyterian Church
in Ireland Pension Scheme (2009)’.  (IA 2009)

Par 236(2)

Delete Par 236(2) and substitute the following:
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(2) “The stipend of each Congregation shall be reviewed by the Union
Commission every seven years or if the application of the rule in (1) gives rise
to serious difficulty.  The Union Commission shall have power to vary the
amount payable so that an equitable arrangement may be made.”  (2009)

Par 274(6)(e)

Add the following sub-paragraph:

“274(6)(e) Where it is decided that within five years from the date of the
leave to call the vacant congregation/s shall unite with another congregation or
congregations where there is still a minister in active duty (hereafter referred to
as “the other congregation or congregations”), the Commission may issue leave
to call to the vacant congregation/s on deferred union terms.

(i) The Union Commission will have power to direct that in the choice of
a Minister the vacant congregation or congregations and the other
congregation or congregations shall act as one congregation and the
Kirk Session as one Kirk Session.

(ii) The rights and entitlements of the active minister/s in the other
congregation or congregations shall not be adversely affected by this
arrangement.

(iii) When the minister/s in active duty retires or ceases to be minister/s of
the other congregation or congregations in the deferred union the
Union Commission shall agree final terms of union and the Presbytery
arrange a service of installation in the other congregation or
congregations.

(iv) If the minister called to the original vacant congregation in the
deferred union resigns his charge, the same procedure as above will be
followed.”  (2009)

Par 305(9)

Delete the word “sixty” and substitute the word “sixty-five”.  (2009)

Par 318A(1) 

Delete Par 318A(1) and substitute the following: ‘318A (1) The object of
the Presbyterian Church in Ireland Pension Scheme (2009) Fund shall be to
provide the appropriate funds for the contribution to be made by the Presbyterian
Church in Ireland to the Presbyterian Church in Ireland Pension Scheme
(2009)’.  (2009)

Par 318A(2)(b)

Delete the words ‘Ministers’ Pension Scheme (1978)’ and substitute the
words ‘Pension Scheme (2009)’.  (2009)
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Par 318B(3)(b)

Delete the words ‘Ministers’ Pension Scheme (1978)’ and substitute the
words ‘Presbyterian Church in Ireland Pension Scheme (2009)’.  (2009)

Par 319(1)

Delete the words ‘Ministers’ Pension Scheme (1978)’ and substitute the
words ‘Pension Scheme (2009)’.  (2009)

Par 320(3)

Delete the words ‘1978 Pension Scheme’ and substitute the words
‘Presbyterian Church in Ireland Pension Scheme (2009)’.  (2009)

Par 321(4)

Delete the words ‘Ministers’ Pension Scheme’ and substitute the words
‘Presbyterian Church in Ireland Pension Scheme (2009)’.  (2009)

Par 324(1)

Delete the words ‘Ministers’ Pension Scheme (1978)’ and substitute the
words ‘Pension Scheme (2009)’.  (2009)

Par 325(3)

Delete the words ‘Ministers’ Pension Scheme’ and substitute the words
‘Presbyterian Church in Ireland Pension Scheme (2009)’.  (2009)

Par 326(1)(b)

Delete the words ‘Ministers’ Pension Scheme’ and substitute the words
‘Presbyterian Church in Ireland Pension Scheme (2009)’.  (2009)

Par 326(1)(c)

Delete the words ‘Ministers’ Pension Scheme’ and substitute the words
‘Presbyterian Church in Ireland Pension Scheme (2009)’.  (2009)
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